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TELEVISION'S $10,000,000 GATE 


Radio, Tele Likely to Be Crippled By 
Phone Strike; Congress Moves In 








Broadway Legit Showmen Alarmed ‘sock f 


At Biz Drop in Even the Standouts 


Broadway showmen were alarmed # 
at the drop in grosses of some legit, 
standouts last week and clear in- | 
dications of a further slump this 
(Holy) week. They are speculating | 
on whether there will be an upturn 
starting with Easter or whether the 





Melchior Urges Culture 
Sec in U. S. Cabinet. 


Minneapolis, April 1. 


Here for a concert, Lauritz Mel- 


“recession” evident in commercial | Chior advocated a Government Sec- | 
business will result in an offish | retary of Art and Science and . 
spring period An increase gen- radio tax to finance a broad musical | 
erally in unemployment has been | P'O8'am. 

steadily noted. It’s expected to af-| “Trouble is in this country there's 
fect out-of-town theatres, and that,|"0 place for a young musician to | 
too, may apply on Broadway. Slump make a living,” said Melchior. “He 
may be regional however, legit biz in | Studies, he practices, then has ‘no 
the keys holding up very well last Place to go. 


— 


RCA’s $500,000 
Record Payoff 


week. 

If the slump continues it’s certain 
that producers will not have to 
worry about obtaining Broadway 
bookings. Some new shows now out 
of town. had not secured main stem 
berths as of early this week, but 
there will doubtless be a number ot 
dark theatres before the technical 
end of the season on May 31. Cur- 
Trent letdown could be the effect ot 
Lent, but the penance pegiod has 

(Continued on page 52) 





Disk sales apparently are con- 
tinuing to soar above last year’s 
, INSTITUTIONAL ADS | record-breaking figures despite the | 
T0 PLUG ALL LEGITS |“ slump in theatrical and 
| other business fields. 
Institutional-type cooperative ad- RCA-Victor delivered to music 


vertising campaign to hypo present| publishers late last week royalty 
failing attendance at Broadway legit! statements for the first quarter of 


which surpassed even the 
“46, 


theatres has been suggested by Her- | 
man Levin, co-producer of the cur: | 


this year 
final quarter of 


rent hit, “Call Me Mister.” Levin's | the highest in the company’s history 
idea is to pro-rate the cost of the | (Victor's quarters are a month | 
campaign—which would plug no| ahead of others, the first of this 
particular show, but just theatre at- ' year actually beginning Dec. 1), 

tendance in general—among current RCA’s payoff last week ran over 


shows in proportion to their b.o. re- 


. $500,000. which indicates a total °47 
ceipts. 


| melon to publishers from this com- 
pany alone of approximately $2,500,- 

| 000. Final quarter of “46 amounted 
to more than $400,000. 


Allen Off Limits 


This should be good. Fred Allen 
will pinch-hit for Lowell Thomas on 


Suggestion is contained in a let- 
ter sent by Levin last week to 
James F. Reilly, exec secretary of 
the League of New York Theatres. 
for his reaction and possible sub- 
mission to the legit. managers’ or- 
ganization. While top hits don't at 

- the moment need the type of ad 
hypo he suggests, Levin stated in 
the letter, they, too, might well look 








forward t ey latter's CBS commentating stanza 
rd to the day when they won't it = mane : 
* be sellouts. April 9. Treatment the eee 
> ‘oller will give news of the 
Levin thinks the campaign cur- alley stroller will give n 
rently could plug the fact that day is anybody's guess. 
tickets are now available at box- One-time standin is a return favor | 
offices for virtually all but a few for Thomas’ guest choring (with H. | 
(Continued on page 25) V. Kaltenborn)? on Allen’s seasonal | 
_ teeoff last fall. Thomas, winding up 
; ° a Coast tour. will be en route from 
DeMille Back to Bible Denver to Chi when Allen hits the 
bd 4 | pip 
For. His Next Film *’” 


For Ist Quarter 


which were then | 





Hollywood, April 1. 





Cecil B. DeMille will return to ° 
Biblical backgrounds when he com- Lucky Pierre 
pletes dubbing and scoring on his Popularity of French enter- 
current early American production. tainers in cafes has prompted 
“Unconquered,” next month. His the change of at least one name. 
next filmy will be based on the stor) Keith Clark, the magician who 
of Samson and Delilah. opened Sunday (30) at the Latin 
nore Pk st Rises: fitmed > oar N. Y., 1s now Pierre 
Out the world hatin $88 yo C: rtier is a Frenchman who 
in 16m prints. His first Cartier Is ¢ 
ible story, “10 Commandments,’ Anglicized his name when he 
: "Si Prostuced in 1933and ‘his. third, started playing U.S. dates some 
488 of the Cross,” in 1932. years ago. 


Alt 
At 


Square 
that 
receipts 


la 


| 
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Hal 


Corp., | 











IN THEA 


} Madison 
| convinced 
the gate 


Garden 
television will hypo 
of large sports 
j}events, is currently eyeing the pos- 
sibility of establishing a separate | 
booking outfit io handle the sale of | 
such events to theatres once large- 
screen video becomes a reality. 


Development of 
screen system is 
for the Garden 


a practical large- 
all that’s necessary 
to swing the plan | 
|into operation, according to Brig. | 
|Gen. John Reed Kilpatrick, prexy of | 
ithe Garden corporation, Under such | 
!a plan, with theatres throughout the | 
|country flashing a top sports event | 


fon their screens simultaneous with | 
its actual occurrence in the Garden. | 


it's possible that a championship | 
boxing match that might formerly | 
have taken in $1,000,000 at the gate, | 


could now earn move than $10,000,000 | 


for the Garden and promoters. 


| 
Pointing out that the Bell 
phone system is pushing its coaxial | 
cable cross-country faster than | 
originally thought possible, with all 
signs pointing to a coast-to-coast tele 
network service by the end of 1948, | 
(Continued on page 32) 


Tele- 





See Athletes In- 
| Tele Pay More 








| Decision by the Boxing Managers 


| Guild of N. Y. whether to demand 
a cut of the money from television | 
rights for their boxers is still being 


held in abeyance, pending the final 
outcome of the State Athletic Com- 
mission’s ruling that boxers buy | 
new black and white trunks to re- 
place the colored trunks now being 
|}worn. Purpose of the order which, 
l|according to NBC spokesmen, was 
instituted by the Commission solely 


on its own and not at the behest of 
NBC, is to increase television visi- | 
| bility. | 


Cost of the new trunks—about $11 
per pair—is expected to be borne by 
the boxers themselves and members 
lof the Managers Guild who handle | 
| those fighters in the lower-paid pre- 


lim ranks consider this unfair. 
| Boxers, they point out, get no cut 
| presently of the money from tele | 
rights. all of which goes to the pro- 
moters. If the managers demand a 
cut of the video money for their 
(Continues on page 32) 
‘Fibber-Moliy’ Basis 


Of Quinn Whodunit 
| Don Quinn, author of the “Fibbe1 
McGee & Molly” radio scripts. has 
authored a whodunit, “The McGees 
Wistful Vista.” has 


concocted strictly eve 


of which been 


with an to 


ultimate filmization. Jim and Marian | 
(Fibber & Molly) are integrated into 
the eo 

Simon & Schuster’s book publica- 


tien buildup would coincide with a 


i film version, 


; on 
| out successful plays, film seripts and 


|Workshop (NEW), 
| like in the scope 








Sinatra’s ‘Miracle’ 
$100,000 to Charity 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Frank Sinatra will give his entire 
salary for “Miracle of the Bells,” 
estimated at about $100,000, to non- 
sectarian charities. 
Role will be 
straight dramatic 


the 
chore 


first 


is to 


singer's 


Film 


| be produced by Lasky-MacEwen for 


RKO release. 


Turn Out Scripts 
Scientifically For 
‘Guaranteed B.0. 


A stable of writers sitting down 
a New Jersey farm hammering 





novels according to scientifically-re- 
searched formulas—all “guaranteed” 
to click at the b.o.—sounds fantastic, 
but it’s an already partially-realized 
fact. It’s one facet of a unique new 
outfit which, if it does all it 
promises, will take most of the risk 
out of writing a play, film or novel 
—or backing one. 

Organization operating under 
general label of New 


the 
Entertainment 
is almost dream- 
under which it has 
been operating since its inception 
four months ago. It is providing 
writers with audience - response re- 
search step-by-step as they turn out 
(Continued on page 20) 





Filmbioging the Babe 
Hollywood, April 1, 
biography is getting 
bidding from several studios 


Babe Ruth's 
lively 
here. 

Martin Jurow 
(Tues.) from 
disposal 


arrives 
the east 


today 
for possible 





ee 


| week: 


\ 


Washington. April 1. 
Legislation seeking to forestall the 
nationwide telephone strike now 


11,200 members of National 


slated for April 7 was introduced in 
the House yesterday ‘*31) by Rep. 
Fred A. Hartley Jr., chairman of 
the House Labor Committee. He will 
seek to push the measure through 
Congress swiftly. It would permit 
injunction to halt the strike. 

A telephone walkout will hit hard 
at network 


an 


broadcasting and may 
also affect the coaxial cable oper- 
ating between here and New York, 


along which feeds the nation’s only 
video web. 

If the phone workers go out, 
Assn. 


the 
of 


| Broadcast Engineers and Technicians 


them completely. NABET 


|stations of NBC, ABC 


This would 
programs on 
not blanking 
engineers 
network-owned 
and Mutual 
independent 


are likely to join them. 
immediately cripple 
three major webs, if 


are employed on 


and on a number of 


| stations. 


J. N. Pawley, NABET prexy, 
declared that his engineers 
(Continued on page 


CANADA LEE’S 2-TONED 
SHAKESPEAREAN REP 


Canada Lee, fresh from a pic stint 
in Enterprise’s “Body and Soul,” is 
planning a new black-and-white 
Shakespearean’ repertory lineup. 
Actor wants to play the lead in both 
“Macbeth” and “Othello,” with the 
programs alternating nightly. In 
“Macbeth” Negro actor would do a 
carbon of his feat in the legiter, 
“The Duchess of Malfi'’—-that 
play whiteface. For “Othello” 
reverse to the natural. 

Lee takes off for the Coast this 
to recruit pix thespians for the 
two plays. He’s also dickering with 


has 


“will not 
22) 





iS, 


he'd 


' film industry people who will prob- 


of the baseball star’s story. | 


ably bankroll the project. Once the 
repertory group is trained on the 
Coast, Lee and company would 
work their way eastward for ulti- 
mate staging on Broadway. 
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The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra and Choir 


Conducted by 
‘PHIL SPITALNY 


Sundays, 4:30 P.M. EST 
CBS Network 





























MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, April 2, 1947 





Pix, Radio Rate Free Press Guaranty; 
Commission Raps Mediain4-Yr. Report 


Lords of mass communication ¢ 
media—namely, newspapers, radio, 
films, magazines and books—were 
handed a considerable hunk of ad- 
monition to chew over Thursday 
(27) when the Commission on Free- 
dom of the Press brought forth the 
meaty fruits of a three-year exami- 
nation of popular media, in a report 





called “A Free and Responsible 
Press.” 
Report drew sharp criticism in | 


some quarters. Lewis Gannett, of | 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, pointed 
out that “no one man with practical 
working newspaper, movie or radio | 
experience was on the list” (mean- 
ing the commission), and that “a 
good $150-a-week newspaper man 
would have been ashamed to do so 
little work for a three-week as- 
signment.” To the question, is the 
freedom of the press in danger, 
Gannett replied yes, “but to the 
query of ‘what shall we do about it?’ 
the answer is ‘nothing much.’” 

On the other hand, Walter Lipp- 
man in the same Trib issue compli- 
mented the report, approving non- 
craftsmen on the commission. “The 
good critic should be an outsider.” 

Using the term “press” throughout 
its findings to include all printed, 
filmed and broadcast media, the 
commission declares freedom of the 





Sport Shorts 


Quartet of horses owned by 
Harry M. Warner arrived at 
Belmont Park, N. Y., Wednes- 
day (26). Among those stabled 
were Stepfather and W. L. 
Sickle, who are slated for the 
Kentucky Derby. Honeymoon, 
also arriving, is the $250,000 gal- 
loper who’s contract was picked 
up by Warner from Louis B. 
Mayer in his recent Santa Anita 
auction. 

The 160-foot yacht belonging 
to Howard Hughes, reputed to 
have cost $1,000,000, was sold to 
Morton A. Carabel, mag writer. 

Bettors were stung plenty 
Friday (28) when Marcel Cer- 
dan, French boxer from Casa- 
blanca knocked out Harold 
Green in the second round at 
Madison Square Garden. They 
took the odds so heavily that 
the price dropped to 8-5, from 
12-5, with the foreigner favored. 
Green’s handlers even went for 
a chunk and, on the strength of 
Brooklynite Green’s showing 
last year against Rocky Grazi- 
ano, wise guy’s thought they 
were in on a bargain. Cerdan, 
who built up a rep during the 











press is in danger because of failure 
of the press to meet its public re- 
sponsibilities. After reviewing the 
state of the press, the commission 
does not stop, however, at suggest- 
ing what the press must do to save 
its freedom, but suggests what the 
government and the public also must 
do to remedy press shortcomings and 
evils and divert present trends. 

The commission, financed mainly 


(Continued from page 54) 


FLAGSTAD ALLOWED 
WORKING PERMIT 





war, made a much better show- 
ing than when he originauy ap- 
peared last December, and is fig- 
ured for a middleweight title 
bout with Tony Zale. Champ 
was sensational last summer 
when he kayoed Graziano but, as 
Rocky’s license was cancelled, 
a return bout between them is 
out so far as New York is con- 
cerned. No more boxing shows 
at the Garden until next month, 
Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus 
taking over next Wednesday. 
Racing takes the sports lime- 
light in N. Y. Saturday (5) 
when the Jamaica track starts 
its first 1947 card, thereby beat- 





Kirsten Flagstad, slated for a 10- 
city concert tour starting April 9, 
last week was granted a working 
permit, subject to revocation, by the 


American Guild of Musical Artists. | 


AGMA’s board of governors felt, 
however, that in light of press re- 
ports condemning her return to Nor- 
way in 1941 when that country was 
under German occupation, member- 
ship in AGMA should not be re- 
stored to the singer. 


Unanimous resolution of the gov- 
erning board further stated that “in 
view of the fact that such charges 
have not as yet been substantiated 
by any official body of our Govern- 
ment, Mme. Flagstad’s native land or 
any government, the board will 
grant to Mme. Flagstad a working 
permit...” 

No Par Film Deal 

Paramount has no intentions of 
signing Kirsten Flagstad, Wagnerian 
soprano, for Par’s production of 
“Dream Girl” as previously reported. 
Coast studio adds it wouldn’t have 
ber if it could. 





Weuld Picket Charlotte And 
Charlotte, N. C., April 1. 

Members of the Stonewall Jackson 
Post 1160, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
said they would picket the Charlotte 
armory auditorium if Kirsten Flag- 
stad sings there as scheduled, April 
27. 


RUNYON FUND SHOW 
GROSSES 196 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 1. 

Stage show produced at the Para- 
mount theatre here last week, for 
benefit of Damon Runyon cancer 
fund, grossed close to $10,000. 

Bob Hope, and Jack Benny 
emceed. Frank Sinatra and Van 
Johnson also appeared, along with 
other film players as Olga San Juan, 





Patti Thomas, Alice Tyrrell, Virginia | 


Welles and Bill Demarest. 


Jackie Coogan, Cooper 
Teaming in Vaude Act 


Two top moppet film stars of two 
decades ago are combining into one | 
act. Jackie Coogan and Jackie| 





_Cooper, former top boxoffice juves, | 


are forming a vaude act with Ann | 
McCormick (Mrs. Coogan) provid- 
ing femme interest. 

No dates’ have been set yet since 
act is still in rehearsal. Music | 
Corp. of America, ‘submitting the | 
trio, hasn't determined asking prict “ 


ing baseball to the metropolitan 
field by more than a week. 


— 





——_—$_—— 





$34,243,000 Jan. Tax 
On Amus. Tops 1946 
By Nearly $3,000,000 


Washington, April 1. 

The year 1947 started off in high 
for the amusement biz. 

The Government chalked up a 
neat $34,243,000 with its 20% admis- 
sion tax on January biz, compared 
to $31,466,900 for January of banner 
year 1946 which, in turn, was a fine 
$5,000,000 ahead of January, 1945. 
The figures have just been released 
by the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 

About 80% of the take on which 
the Government’s tax is based comes 
from film houses. Rest comes gen- 
erally from legit, sports, circuses, 
carnivals, niteries, dance halls, etc. 

Business kept flying high on 
Broadway in January, according to 
returns reported by the 3rd In- 
ternal Revenue District which takes 
in all of Manhattan above 23rd 
street. The theatre admissions bite 
there totaled $4,794,000, about $500,- 
000 above January, 1946. However, 
it was far below the record-break- 
ing $8,367,000 for December, 1946. 
The niteries were off, however. The 
January tax was a fine $642,000, 
which, nevertheless, was $150,000 be- 
low January of the preceding year. 


Maureen O’Hara’s Legit 
Return at Utah Festival 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Maureen O’Hara and husband Will 
|Price will respectively star in and 
|direct “Shadow and Substance” at 
the Utah Centennial Drama Festival 
‘to be held in Salt Lake City in early 
July. Show will mark return to 
| Stage for both. Actress being a for- 
'mer Abbey Theatre player. Husband 











_is an RKO producer, and formerly a 
|Federal Theatre director in the 
south. 

Festival now has Katherine Cor- 
nell for first offering, is dickering 
with Orson Welles for second, while 
the O’Hara-Price chore will be third 
on schedule. 


Hedy on the Mend 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Hedy Lamarr is. recovering satis- 
factorily from bronchial pneumonia, 
with which she suffered following 





month ago. . ‘ 





250TH WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“Extremely fast and funny comedy.” 
MARK HELLINGER. 


a eee 


Cain Plan Almost 


Splits SWG From 
Authors League 


Screen Writers Gulid a few weeks 
ago came close to a critical rupture 
with its parent body, the Authors 
League of America, it has been 
learned. Dispute resulted from 
AL’s refusal to distribute to its 
membership copies of a pamphlet 
issued by the SWG outlining its 
modified proposals for the contro- 
versial American Authors’ Authority 
plan. 

Serious split was averted by 
agreement of the AL’s executive 
council to send the pamphlet out. 
It will be accompanied, however, 
by a covering letter from the coun- 
cil explaining that it doesn’t agree 
with the AAA plan. 

Robert Ardrey, who was on the 
SWG committee which revised 
James M. Cain’s original AAA 
scheme, happened to arrive in New 
York a couple weeks ago just as the 
AL was about to take up the matter 
of the pamphlet. He addressed the 
group, but his plea to have the re- 
vised plan circulated was voted 
down, resulting in the severely 
strained relationship. 

Oscar Hammerstein II, who re- 
cently became president of the AL, 
saved the day, however, by ar- 
ranging for Ardrey to subsequently 
address the licensing committee, 
which includes AL execs and heads 
of the four constituent AL groups 
—the Screen Writers, Dramatists, 

(Continued on page 25) 


Rankin Threatens 


Congress Cleanup 
Of Hollywood Reds 


Washington, April 1. 

Rep. John E. Rankin of Mississippi 
once more threatened in Congress 
yesterday (31) that unless the film 
industry “is willing to clean house, 
Congress will have to do it for 
them.” Rankin, a member of the 
House un-American Activities com- 
mittee, was réferring to Communism 
in Hollywood. 

He charged writers and actors 
have been contributing up to $3,000 
weekly to the party, and that a 
“large number of motion” pictures 
carry the Communist line.” 

Eric Johnston declared last week 
that Communists had failed to in- 
sert their propaganda into American 
motion pictures a day after J. Ed- 
gar Hoover, FBI director, asserted 
that the Commies had began to in- 
filtrate Hollywood in 1935 and were 
| having considerable success there. 

The two were witnesses before 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee which conducted a series 
of public hearings on the menace of 
Communism. 

Johnston's argument that the Reds 
| flopped in their Hollywood efforts 
was based, he said, on the fact that 
| Commies everywhere in the world 
| were seeking to keep American 
| films out of their countries. 

















SHUBERTS NIX WEST 
SHOW FOR BROADWA 


j Hollywood, April 1. 
Mae West's “Come On Up” has 


-been cancelled out of the Cort, N. Y. 
the Caesarian birth of her son a! 


Show, which closed here = after 


| nine months on the road, is under- | cently signed by J..Arthyr Rank andj,wceeks at 


| 





Pitching Horseshoes 
By Billy Rose 








—— aw 


Here's a fresh story about the housing shortage. It concerns an ex-cab 
driver, a songwriter, and the Secretary of the Navy. 

The ex-hackie is named Danny Arnstein. Danny is an ox-should 
stone-fisted, quick-smiling gink who started out driving a cab in Chi 
Pretty soon he had a flock of cabs. Then he came to New York. 
he’s bossman of 600 of the yellow scooters with window glass in the roof 
through which your Aunt Matilda looks at the skyscrapers. During the 
war, he was the fellow Roosevelt sent to China to get things moving on 
the Burma Road. 

For several years Danny and his pretty wife have been renting the 
Beekman Place house of Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal. Lagt 
summer, Danny’s missus met my missus, and since then we've shared a lot 
of big times and small talk together. In my book, he’s mucho hombre and 
a good friend. 

About a year ago, Mr. Forrestal decided to sell his place. 
bidder was Mr. Hit,Parade himself, Irving Berlin. 

Having unbelted himself of many, many shekels, the songwriting champ 
wanted to move in. Naturally. 

Danny said OK—soon as he could find a place. 

He and his missus went looking. They ran smack dab into the problem 
which has made the Real Estate section of every paper more popular than 
the funnies. In a word, they found nothing. 

Irving was pretty nice about it. Gave Danny one extension and then 
another. The taxi tycoon almost raised a cauliflower ear telephoning reaj 
estate brokers. Still nothing. 

Eventually, the matter got into court. It was all very friendly, As 
often happens in these cases, everybody was right. 

Irving had bought a house and after waiting a year felt he had a right 
to move into it. 

Danny agreed with him, but pointed out he couldn't move until he 
found a place to move to. 

Mr. Berlin took the stand. He told the court that, among other incon. 
veniences, he was so cramped in his present quarters he had to keep the 
piano in the bedroom. The man of a thousand hits explained he could 
work better if he had a little more room. He wanted to move into the 
Forrestal house and fix himself a studio on the top floor. 

The judge was sympathetic. Then Danny Arnstein took the stand. 

He told the court Mr. Berlin had already given him a couple of exten. 
sions, and had been very considerate and square about it. He said-he had 
recently heard of an apartment which might be available in September 
and would appreciate a further extension until that time. 

“In passing,” Danny went on, “may I remind the court that in the 
cramped bedroom Mr. Berlin mentions, he wrote the words and music for 
‘This Is the Army’ and ‘Annie Get Your Gun.’ Three of the songs from 
‘Annie’ were one-two-three on the Hit Parade a couple of months back, 
His soldier show earned ten million dollars for Army Emergency Relief, 
As a lover of popular music, I'd like to see the sovereign state of New 
York pass a law compelling Mr. Berlin to keep writing in that cramped 
bedroom. It might be unwise for him to transplant his great talents te 
the untested soil of Beekman Place. Keep him in the bedroom,” Danny 


concluded, “and we might get more songs like ‘They Say It’s Wonderful’.” 
“Extension granted,” said His Honor. 


ered, 
Cago, 
Today 


he highest 


(Copyright, 1947, by Billy Rose) 





Sameness of Equity-Library Casts 
Cooling Off Hollywood Scouts 





Mercer and Warren Bury 
Hatchet and Clef Again 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Johnny Mercer and Harry Warren 
have resumed songwriting collabo- 
ration, and over past weekend 
started work on some new tunes at 
Palm Springs. Pair split one year 
ago, at which time Warners was 
rather outspoken against the pub- 
licity which accrued to Mercer when 
“Atehison, Topeka and Santa Fe” 
first scored. 

At that time Warren felt Mercer 
was taking all the bows for the 
composition, but this feeling since 
has mellowed with realization the 
attention swirled around the lyricist 
because of his Capitol platter and 
numerous radio guestings, on which 
he plugged ditty. Since “Atchison” 
snagged the Academy Oscar rela- 


tions between the duo have bee 
most cordial. ? 


Helen Walker on 56 Bail 


: Los Angeles, April. 1. 
Helen Walker, screen actress, was 
released in $5,000 bail, pending trial 
in San Bernardino superior court, 
on charges growing out of a fatal 
motor accident last New Year's Day. 
Car, driven by the actress, plunged 
off the road near Redlands and re- 
sulted in the death of Robert E. 


Lee, hitchhiking soldier to whom 
she had given a lift. 








Selznick’s Svensk Star 

Alf Kjellin, Swedish actor, has 
been inked to a long-term contract 
by David O. Selznick. Kjellin, for 
whom a new screen name is now 
being sought by Vanguard Film ex- 
ecutives, starred in “Torment,” 





, Swedish psychological film, which 
won the Grand Prix du Cinema at 
| the Cannes Internat‘onal Film Fes- 
tival last year. 


+ Film company talent scouts are 


squawking that the Equity-Library 
Theatre setup in New York is fail- 
ing to prove the showcase for young 
players that was hoped for. Scouts 
claim that rather than seeing a con- 
stant stream of new faces, as was 
one of the ideas in setting up ELT, 
they just see the same people over 
and over. 


Project was started about three 
years ago as a cooperative between 
Equity and the New York public 
library system, the former providing 
plays and players and the latter 
neighborhood showcases. Performers 
do not get paid and no admish is 
charged, majority of seats going to 
library patrons and the rest reserved 
for talent snoopers and others with 
a professional interest. Whole thing 
is financed to the amount of $500 
per project from a fund provided by 
John Golden. 

Film scouts say they get the same 
old faces routine because all of the 
shows (they’ve been averaging about 
three a week) are put on by the same 
small clique. That's no one's fault, it 
is explained, since any group of 
Equity members can apply and get 
permish to stage a play for ELT. It 
just happens that the same ambitious 
people do so all the time. 

Sam Jaffe represents Equity and 
George Freedley the library im the 
setup. 





Brisson to See Grandson 
Ist Time After 3 Yrs. 


Carl Brisson’s intensive touring 





in the class niteries the last three 
'years has prevented him and his 
| wife from seeing their grandson. 
|Freddie Brisson, ex - Hollywood 
| agent, now head of Independent 
Artists (RKO release), is married 
to film star Rosalind Russell, wh? 
is partnered in the new IA indie 
setup. It's their first child. 


| When Brisson pere—called betimes 








Film opens at the | “the older girls’ Sinatra”’—plays the 


| Avenue Playhouse, N. Y., in the; Mark Hopkins hotel, San Francisc?. 


; near future. 


| Mai Zetterling. who played op- 
| posite Kjellin in “Torment,” was re- 


i this summer, it will mark the first 
| opportunity for a family reuniv®. 
Brisson is currently set for 10 
the Versailles, 


Actress still has an infeeted larynx | stood ta have .been nixed by the» is' currently working on a film in; thence toe .the~«Moupds. Club, Cleve- 


but is out of danger. 


Shuberts. 


London. 


‘land, before the Frisco date. 
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~ Revised Dates of Decree’s Don'ts — 


v, S. Supreme Court Justice Stanley F, Reed's granting of the 
majors’ postponement pleas this week in the anti-trust suit alters the 
effective date of certain decree provisions while it leaves others un- 
touched. The new timetable which will remain in force until and if 
the high court puts reverse English on the decree is as follows: 

April 1, 1947 

1. Joint agreements on clearance now illegal. 

@. Existing franchises voided and none in the future can be made, 

3. Freeze on theatre expansion by Big Five effective. 

July 1, 1947 

1. All theatre pooling arrangements must be dissolved. 

Date Unset—Effective When Supreme Court Renders Decision 
1948, or thereabouts) 


(Probably Jan. 1, 
1. Price-fixing out. 


2. Excessive clearance agreements invalidated. 

-3. Block booking henceforth nixed. 

4. Ban on against operating or booking features through an agent 
who also represents another exhibitor, indie or affiliate, becomes op- 


erative. 


5. Arbitration system, revived by stay, now lapses. 
6. Ban against arbitrarily refusing demand of an exhib for a run 
selected by the exhib becomes effective. 
April 1, 1949 
1. Partial divorcement now fully in effect, 
port progress semi-annually to this point when divestiture must be 
Quintet required to buy out or sell to partners, indie or 


completed. 


Big Five have had to re- 


While Wall 
chorus hymns in 
dustry prospects, 


Street's analysi 
praise of film in- 
pix stocks remain 


lively bidding for the film offerings, 
is bearish on pix despite the Street’s 
distinctly bullish view. And pix 
stocks as a consequence are trailing 
badly behind industrials which have 
rallied far more solidly since last 
year’s debacle. 


the films and its attempt to suck in 
investment coin is at a high point 
in both the history of the Street and 
the industry. Reflecting that con- 





affiliate, with all relations in which major owns more than 5% and 
less than 95% at an end on this date. 








Liberty's Sale to Major Co. Nixed: 


Closer Tieup with Metro Expected 


Talks going on some weeks 
looking toward Liberty Films giving 
up its indie status in a lock, stock | 
and barrel sellout to one of the | 
majors are now reported all off. It | 
is understood the unit, comprising | 
four producers, will continue oper- | 
ating on its present basis. 

Only change in sight is that more | 
of its product may be channelled | 
to Metro, with other similar deals | 
following that closed last week by | 
which M-G gets “State of the 
Union” for release. That's in re- 
turn for Metro’s loan of Spencer | 





Tracy to star in the film. Distrib is | 
understood getting a straight re- 
leasing fee, plus a percentage of net | 
for Tracy’s services. 

Liberty, whose other members are 
Sam Briskin, William Wyler and 
George Stevens, has a three-picture 
release deal with RKO. It has de- 
livered “It’s a Wonderful Life” un- 
der that pact, with RKO waiving 
on “Union” reportedly because of 
the large investment that would be 
involved. 

It is understood that further deals 
with Metro are on the fire, to come 
after the RKO deliveries. Release of 
Union” will be only the second 
time that M-G has handled outside 
product, the other being “Gone With 


ago¢+ 





the Wind.” In that case, too, it came 
about through a player loan, David | 
0. Selznick desiring the services o! 
Clark Gable 








Hellinger Talking New 
Deal With Universal: 


Due to Add Ann Sheridan. 


Reports 


of Mark Hellinger shift- 
ne 


a release from Universal-Inter- 
. tonal are premature, if at all, 
nee he’s talking new terms with 


as he completes “ icide,” four 
and last s “Homicide,” fourth 


There has been talk that Humphrey 


Hell Warner Bros., would be via 
th .nger and it might inaugurate 
a2 releasing via Columbia. 
ea WB contractee, Ann 
> idan, shifts to Hellinger’s stable 
ma A as soon as her 
at the Burbank plant expires 
Mens); ink plant expires. 
an Russell is also talked of 
Vi ring with Bogart’ in his indie 
> Hellinger, 
roducer, ° 
deal seis who 
Killers” 
Package 


author’. «. 
alin’ ors would be filmed by 
r under sheart 
arrangement, er a profit-sharing 
: Homicide ” 
Fitzg ’ 


rk in June, 
fast in 


teed off his U-I 


which will star Barry 


Hellinger will be 
May to set the details, 


_— 


BLUMBERG WEST 





N " 
being, aS Blumberg, Universal's 
to the omby, wife plane Friday (4) 


ey'll return east next week. 


erald, is due to be shot in New | 


| 





Bing in Musical ‘Arthur’ 
Hollywood, April 1. 


Remake of “Connecticut Yankee 
in King Arthur’s Court” has been 





slated as Bing Crosby’s next Para- 


mount chore. Rodgers-Hart 
will be kept to some extent, 
some new tunes added. 


score 
with 


. Tay Garnett will direct for pro- 


| ducer Robert Fellows when lensing 
| starts in early fall, Period of 1890, 
|} when Mark Twain wrote story, will 


new script. Film 
was previously done in 1921 with 
Harry Myers, followed a decade 
later by the Will Rogers starrer. 


Rank Orders All 
Prod. Costs Cut; 
Sees Dip in Biz 


London, April 1, 
from J. 


be preserved in 





Ukase has gone forth 


| Arthur Rank that production costs | 


4 | must 


be cut. Only exceptions will 
be those pictures which have more 
than a good chance to bring back 
plenty of American dollars. 

In a recent statement to share- 
holders, Rank admitted that takings 
in cinemas have declined. Although 
present government ban on mid- 
week sports events may give tem- 


| porary help to biz, Rank is looking 


| ahead. ca itied 
: | $750,000 for a. picture at the British 
Production topper Bill Goetz as soon | 


indie for U-I distribution. | 


present | 
| Rank’s 
h Ernest Hemingway's “The | 


is due to consummate a | 
deal whereby all of that | 





tr gart’s first “outside” picture, away | sar: 


He realizes that collecting 
boxoffices is going to be no easy 
task. 

Considering that an average Brit- 
production in a Rank studio, 
with possible exception of Gains- 
borough, costs well over $1.000.000 
atid that revenue from outside Brit- 


ain is highly problematical, it is only |} 


a matter of arithmetic to calculate 


probable loss on many productions, | 


And Rank has some fine accountants 
in his organization. Even some of 
most favored indie produ- 
cers will have to produce for less 
money. 





Name Stanton Griffis 


Ambassador to Poland 


Stanton Griffis. w.-k. investment 
banker and chairman of Parzmounts 
‘executive committee. has been 
named U.S. ambassador to Poland 
by President Truman. He succeeds 
Arthur Bliss Lane to the post. The 
Griffis nomination will be consid- 


ered by the Senate this week. 
Successor to Griffis as exec com- 

mittee chairman has not yet been 

chosen by Pit's board of directors 


cern, there’s been a series of studies 
of pix prospects and the industry's 
problems which is unprecedented in 


volume and mimuteness. The boys 
| from the Exchange are _ frankly 
‘puzzled over films’ poor showing 
and have been telling their cus- 


tomers that—but with no effect on 
ithe ticker. 

| Observers note that the Street rep- 
| resents a reverse switch in view to 


that of the industry. Almost every- 


one on film row talks recession and 
returns | 
while the grosses stay strong. South | 


a predicted dip in b. o. 


of Chambers street, the talk is 
bullish for films but the stocks stay 
low. 

Latest in the recent 
| studies on the whys and wherefores 
|of pix is an elaborate 36-page 


| 
| 


| (Continued on page 18) 








Par’s Top Executives 
And Theatre Partners 


Pzramount’s top execs and 
company’s theatre partners will do 
some more huddling on joint prob- 
lems raised by the anti-trust decree 
plus other puzzlers currently be- 
setting the industry. A _ general 
meet, which will take in all Par’s 
partners along with prexy Barney 
Balaban; theatre topper Leonard 
Goldenson: and studio reps is slated 


for somewhere on.the Cozst with 
the likely date early in May. 
Company spokesman this week 


confirmed Par’s definite plans for 
yet been chosen. It'll be on the 
Coast, it’s understood, to permit the 
studio command to make flying 
visits to the huddles, The meet is 
the second staged by Par—the first 
(Continued on page 27) 


Bullion row’s pre-occupation with | 


flock of | 


| 
To Powwow on Decree. 


the | 


the eonfab but said locale had not | 


LIC IN TUG 


0'WAR 





Hil ED OW FILM Decree Stay Suspends Competitive 
STOCK PROSPECTS Film Selling Until 1948; Timetable On 


Theatre Restrictions Still Holds 





Hollywood, April 1. 

Fifteen dzys of added shooting 
were prescribed for “Forever Am- 
ber” after Darryl Zanuck gandered 
the rough cut of the film. Additional 
‘scenes will be devoted to romantic 
clinches by Linda Darnell and Cor- 
| nel Wilde. 

Shooting schedule now measures 
'130 days, not counting 36 days of 
filming on the first version, which 
was scrapped 


Repub Gets New 
- Independent Ba.: 
Top Yr. Forecast 


Five néw directors were named to 
the board of Republic Pictures at 
the company’s annual stockholders’ 
meet at the homeoffice yesterday 
(Tuesday). Three of the five board 
| members represent the Harry and 
Ben Goetz interests and the Jules 
Brulatour estate in Rep. These, 
coupled with three other new di- 
rectors named in a board switch 
earlier this month, give the other 
major stockholding interests six di- 
rectors against the eight named by 
president Herbert J. Yates. 

Five new directors, elected by a 
unanimous vote of 1,190,000 shares 
| of Rep stock exercising their fran- 








| chise, include Arthur J. Miller, Sam- 
| uel Becker, Harry M. Goetz, Harry 
| C. Mills and Walter L. Titus, Jr. Of 
; these, Goetz controls the Goetz fam- 
| ily interest in Rep; Becker is Goetz’s 
attorney, and Mills represents the 
J. E. Brulatour estate. Directors 
elected earlier include William M. 
Collins, Jr.. and Charles T. Fisher, 
| Jr., for Goetz and Thomas M. Brown 
| for Brulatour. Retiring from the di- 
| rectorate were John J. O'Connell, 
| Walter P, Stevens and Walter Vin- 
| cent. 


Predicts Peak Year in °47 
Yates, conducting the meeting, 
ltold the stockholders that grosses 
for the first quarter of 1947 were 
the largest in the company’s history 


(Continued on page 20) 
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-Exhibs Feel Pre-Easter 





Holy Week, traditionally unfavor- 
theatres before the war. is 
| being felt seriously in many key 
foun this Only the very 


| able for 
week. 
strongest fare is managing to 
weather the storm and even some 


of the bigger pictures are taking a) 


| beating in the current session. In 
| fact, in many keys exhibitors 
only coasting with product that’s 
played for several weeks and won't 
bring in any new fare until just 
Easter Sunday. 


Brunette” 


| before 

“Favorite 
“Best Years” 
\tling for top position nationally, 
with the latter winning out mainly 
via preponderance of 
Currently “Years” is playing in 
about 17 houses in 15 keys covered 
bv Variety while Bob Hope's new 
comedy is only in 10 such cities, with 
two of them moveover dates. 
“Brunette” and “Years” are showing 
great strength. 

Remainder of list is badly strung 
out. with “Happened in Brooklyn” 
(M-G) and “Carnival in Costa Rica” 
(20th), a new entry, taking third 
and fourth money. Latter is show- 
ing in only three cities and is not 
so big in Los Angeles. 

Oihers in the Golden 


(Par) and 





Dozen in 


are | 


(RKO) again are bat- | 


playdates. | 


Both | 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Lull—‘Years,’ Bob Hope, 


‘Brooklyn,’ ‘Carnival,’ ‘Locket’ Pace Field 


order of money and playdates are 


“The Locket” (RKO), “Pursued” 
| (WB), “Jolson Story” (Col), “Red 
|House” (UA), “Suddenly It’s 


| Spring” (Par), 
(Col), “Smash-Up” 
in Lake” (M-G). 

“Late George Apley” (20th) is 
|displaying surprising form in_ its 
second week at the N. Y. Music Hall, 
| giving this vast theatre a bigger ses- 
|sion than the opener, Both weeks 
| were great. 

RKO launched two pictures on a 
big scale during the past week. It 
brought “Farmer's Daughter” into 
ithe Rivoli. N. Y., and is overcoming 
unfavorable weather for the open- 
ling plus Holy Week influence to 
land a sturdy $38,500. Film was 
| given nice crix appraisal and is get- 
iting okay word-of-mouth. The 
| other, “Trail Street,” was given an 
elaborate preem in Kansas City 
| playing three houses and doing a 
| big week to lead the city. K. C. 
opening was part of extensive 
launching in that territory. 

“Michigan Kid” (U) is displaying 
enough to nearly land in 
12 this stanza. “Angel and Badman” 

(Rep) continues to give a good ac- 
lLeount of itself. 

(Complete Boxojfice Reports 
on Pages 12-13) 


(U) and “Lady 





“Dead Reckoning” | 


cellar-bound in the aftermath of | ¥ 
last autumn’s sharp decline. The | ‘ * ° 
public, judging by its allergy to | Amber Back for Clinches 


| cated Friday (28) he 





| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


' 


| 


| 


the first | 


| 


| 


The stay which U.S. 
Court Justice Stanley F. Reed indi- 
would grant 
suspends all selling practices under 
the film anti-trust except 
the ban on franchises, until the high 
court renders its final decision on 
the merits. It means th: July 1 
deadline is extended to at least the 
beginning of 1948 since there’s little 
likelihood of a ruling on the decree 
before them. 

What Justice Reed's decision does 


is: 


Supreme 


deci ee, 


1. Postpone competitive sell- 
ing. 

2. Make price-fixing legal fer 
the time being. 

3. Legalize block booking un- 
til the Supreme Court rules on 
it. 

4. Delay application of the 
provision making it the burden 
of the distribs to sustain clear- 
ances and runs. 

What It Doesn't Do: 

1. Postpone dissolution of the- 
atre pools. 

2. Relax the freeze on theatre 
expansion by the Big Five. 

3. Delay the two-year dead- 
line on partial divorcement, 
The decision represents an im- 

portant victory for the Little Three 
(Continued on page 18) 


FILM CLASSICS’ 7506 
LOAN FOR EXPANSION 


Film Classics furthered its expan- 
sion plans last Friday (28) with ink- 
ing of papers for a $750,000 loan 
from the Continental Bank, NY. 
Coin is to be used for general in- 
crease in scope of operations of the 
reissue outfit, including the buying 
up of franchises on about 15 of its 
exchanges still in the hands of states- 
righters. 

Joseph Bernhard, former Warner 
Bros. theatre chief and indie pro- 
ducer, recently took over active con- 
trol of FC and is giving it a stiff 
hypo, with the aim of eventually 
making it a top-grade distribution 
outfit for new independent product. 
Bernhard bought a share of FC equal 
to that now held by Edward L. Al- 
person. There are also other invest- 
ors. Alperson is devoting his time 
to indie production of 20th-Fox re- 


lease. 
— 


' VARIETY 








= = 








Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 

Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥. 





SUBSCRIPTION 














Annual $10 Foreign $11 
Single Copies 25 Cents 
120 
Vol, 166 Ez: No. 4 
INDEX 

BES 5 eS lab cad cect es sceeevas ee 
CORE 50:42 Sbpkek di ecanaae 55 
Film Reviews ..... . 16 
ONES . b's ctchehadirad cdead sh 22 
co a 44 
House Reviews .c..6<svcctse Be 
Inside Legit ....... ovate ae 
Inside Pictures , . 18 ft 
Te ere 3 | 
Legitimate ...... Te 
EMOOVEEE ci ccccés 54 
| RRS oe . 41 | 
New Acts bath 43) ode a 49 
Night Club Reviews ....... 48 | 
OS ere re . 49 I 
Orchestras ....... io 5 
Pictures ...... i if 
Pre-Production News ...... 9 |} 
MONS oo oxtl Acts —— 
Radio Reviews ...... .-ee 40 
Frank Scully ,... rere ee 
rarer 
ll ec | 


DAUY VARIETY 
(Pablished in Hollywood by 
Datiy Variety, td.) 
$10 a Yesr—$i° Foreign 
—— —-- — 














_—— - 












DE. 














- 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 2, 1947 





Universal Selling Away From WB In 
Countermove; E-L More Conciliatory 





Universal this week gunned coun- ¢ 


termoves to the Warner Bros. ban | 
against its product by selling away 
from the WB theatre circuit. Ap- 
parently tabling the idea of retali- 
ating with a court action, company 
sales staffers have been advised to 
seek elsewhere than Warner baili- 
wicks for playing time. It’s conceded 
that the edict which springs from a 
claimed studio raid may hurt a bit 
at the outset but U’s toppers insist 
that, in the long run, the sting will 
be removed. 


The major countermove was ob- 


taining a commitment from the Fox- | 


West Coast chain for future re- 
leases. FWC, which previously did 
not play U’s product, has agreed to 
henceforth: book the lineup, it’s said. 
U’s pix, heretofore, went to Warner 
houses along with Columbia product 
and that of WB itself. With the en- 
forced switch to FWC, it’s thought 
that the Warner houses will face a 
product shortage unless that com- 
pany can fill the gap with another 
major’s turnout 

The move to sell away from War- 
mers also spread to the east. In 
Philadelphia, traditional WB strong- 
hold, U contacted William Goldman 
who’s been jousting with Warners 
for product for a number of years. 
Goldman, it’s reported, also com- 
mitted himself to bid for U's prod- 
uct. In scattered other locales, U’s 
salesmen, heeding h.o. instructions, 
have closed outside deals. 

Meanwhile, U’s toppers took no 
steps to iron out the wrangle. War- 
ner resentment because of negotia- 

(Continued on page 20) 


MOT Head Sees: More 
High-Grade Ad Shorts 
~~ On Nation’s Screens 


Possibility of high-quality adver- 
tising shorts eventually replacing 
regular one-and two-reelers on na- 
tion’s theatre screens is foreseen by 
Richard de’ Rochemont, March of 
Time producer. Idea occurred to him, 
he said last week, when he dis- 
covered two commercial shorts re- 
cently made by MOT in competi- 
tion with its regular releases in 
theatres. 

Public has become so accustomed 
via radio to a tieup of advertising 
with entertainment, de Rochemont 
said, that there seems to be no un- 
favorable reaction at all among 
theatregoers to the briefies. The only 
demand they make is that the film 
be reasonably interesting and it is 
perfectly’ possible for an ad _ short 
to fulfill that requirement, de Roche- 


Argosy, UA Ink Deal 


For ‘Party’ Release 


ASCAP’s Theatre Take 


American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers col- 
lected $1,335,200 from theatres 
during 1946, This figure is low in 
comparison to the amount paid 
annually by the radio broad- 
casters (see Music section) and 
is one of the reasons ASCAP is 
beginning a campaign to in- 
crease theatre revenue. 

However, there is discussion 





_ Hollywood, April 1. 
Argosy closed a one-picture deal 


tion, “War Party,” 
Artists. Film, built on James Warner 
Bellah’s short story, “Massacre,” 
will co-star Henry Fonda and John 
Wayne. Outdoor scenes will 
filmed in Jackson Hole, Wyo., start- 
ing in May. 

Merian C., Cooper and John Ford, 
Argosy chiefs, are 
first production, “The Fugitive,” 
through RKO and are committed to 
three more. The “War Party” deal 
is on the side. 


WB Philly Bally 
For U-Rank Pic 
New Selling Ke 


Competitive selling which the 
majors are currently warming up 
for early full-scale operations is al- 
ready needling exhibs into a revival 
of pre-war bally at a high tempo. 
What has the theatre operators be- 
stirring is one facet of the new type 
booking which frequently compels 
them to guarantee an extended run 
for a film as part of their bid. When 
this happens, it’s said, exhibs take 
the chance of putting themselves out 
on a limb should the pic die. It’s 
that risk which has them feverishly 
beating the drums. 


Number of distribs are fixing mini- 
mum playing time of respectable 
length as a pre-requisite for grant- 
ing-a license to a film. It’s cricket 
under the decree, distribs have been 
advised, to demand that bids specify 
how long the exhib will play the 
film as well as what price he'll pay. 
When a deal of this sort is put 
through the exhib finds he’s got as 
much invested in celluloid as the 
distrib—hence the urge to extract 
the maximum via exploitation. 


Example of that type of operation 
is a recent deal between Universal 
and the Warner Bros. chain in Phil- 
adelphia. The deal, incidentally, 
stands, despite the current blowoff 
between U and WB since a contract 
had been inked for the playdate. U 
sold “Stairway to Heaven,” J. Arthur 
Rank pic, to WB for a four-week 








mont opined. 

Campaign of all distribs to get 
higher rentals for shorts from ex- 
hibs to meet increased production 
costs has met with virtually no suc- 
cess, MOT producer declared, as 
under present setup of theatre eco- 
nomics exhibs are fiot greatly con- 
cerned with quality of the one and 
two-reelers they play. Next logical 
step, de Rochemont thinks, might be 
for theatre operators to say: “Why 
should we pay for shorts at all, 
when we can get them for free or 
actually be paid for using them?” 

Some 6,000—or one-third—of VU. S. 

(Continued on page 49) 


JOAN LESLIE WINS IN 
LEGAL TIFF WITH WB 


Los Angeles, April 1. 
Joan Leslie had a legal right to 
terminate her player contract with 
“Warners when she reached the age 
of 21, according to the unanimous 
verdict by three judges in California 
appellate court. Ruling has a far- 





reaching effect on the film industry, | 


establishing a new point of law 
which weakens Section 36 of the 
California civil 
L. A. superior court to approve con- 
tracts between studios and 


showing at the Boyd theatre, and the 
/film opened Friday (28). Though U 
j (Continued on page 27) 


$2,750,000 Adjustments 
In Pay Due for H’wood 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Approximately $2,750,000 in salary 
adjustments will be turned over this 
week to about 15,000 workers on 10 
major film lots. Added coin repre- 
sents retroactive pay between Jan. 1 
and March 29 to cover an increase 
of 11.17% in the cost of living dur- 
ing that period. 

Adjustment is the result of an 
agreement between the studios and 
unions last July, providing for the 
revision of wage contracts in keep- 
ing with living expenses in this area. 
Unless costs decrease during the 
next nine months, an _ estimated 
$8,250,000 in additional adjustments 
will go to employes before the end 
of the year. 











code empowering | 


minor | 


players. Now, regardless of superior | Stephen Ames production, “Tyeoon,” 


‘ ’ 
Tycoon’ Tonnage Trek 
Hollywood, April 1. 
RKO sent a troupe of 500 and tons 
of equipment, 
cavalcade, to Lone Pine to film the 


court approval, actors may ankle | with Richard Wallzce directing. 


when they reach voting age. 
Miss Leslie, when 


she attained | 
majority, notified Warners that she | thence to RKO, where a skeleton | 
was no longer under contract and | 


Rushes will be planed twice daily 
from Lone Pine to Burbank and 


crew will operate while Ames is on 


signed with Nero Pictures to star in | location. 


“The Chase.” Warners obtained an | 


injuncticn preventing the Nero deal, 
but later, in L. A. superior court, 
Judge Alfred E. Paonessa declared 
the actress was within her 


decision, but the studio can 


legal | 
rights. Appellate court affirmed that | 
still } 





Potter’s ‘Life’ 
Hollywood, April 1. 
H. C. Potter will direct “Time of 
Your Life” for William Cagney. 
Potter supplants Henry Koster on 


appeal to the California supreme | leanout to Samuel Goldwyn to direct 


court. 


“Bishop's Wife.” 


for the release of its second produc- | 
through United | 


be | 


releasing their | 


its biggest location | 


among theatre people over who 
should pay extra fees—producers 
or exhibitors. 


Le Sieur’s UA Promotion 
Presages Top Sales 
Planning for Lazarus 


Promotion of Howard Le Sieur to 
'assistant publicity-advertising direc- 
'for of United Artists last week is 
| seen as a prelude to eventual upping 
in status of Paul Lazarus, Jr., pub- 
ad chief. Plan is understood to call 
‘for Lazarus’ devoting a large por- 
tion of his time to the sales depart- 
'ment as an aide to distribution top- 
,per Grad Sears. His work in re- 
igard to publicity and advertising 
would become only supervisory. 

Lazarus during the past year has 
become more and more closely asso- 
ciated with sales and sales planning 
and is responsible for much of the 
actual distribution work in the road- 
showing of “Henry V”. With several 
pix coming up on the UA schedule 
which will require considerable 
special sales handling, Lazarus’ 
switch in emphasis is viewed as a 
natural development. 

Replacing Le Sieur zs ad manager 
will be Francis Winikus, copy chief. 
A replacement for Winikus is now 
being sought. Le Sieur joined UA 
in 1933 as production manager and 
became ad topper in 1944. Winikus, 
formerly with Warner Bros., came 
to UA in 1945, following three years’ 
service in the Navy. 


Mamula Joming Gillham 


Nick Mamula, metropolitan news- 
paper contact for United Artists h.o. 
flackery, resigning at the end of this 
week to take the same job with 
Selznick Releasing Organization. 
Mamiula is first addition to SRO staff 
by Bob Gillham, who took over 
yesterday (Tuesday), zs eastern pub- 
licity advertising director. 

Mamula worked for Gillham for 
many years in the Paramount press 
department. Another of his former 
Par aides is also reported joining 
Gillham at SRO, 














L. A. to N. Y. 


Stuart Aarons. . 
Lewis Allen. 

Fay Bainter. 
Constantin Bakaleinekoff. 
Francis A. Bateman. 
Bill Blowitz. 

Guy Bolton. 
Marion Carr. 
Michael Curtiz. 
Delmer Daves. 
George S. DeSousa. 
Andre DeToth. 
William Elliott. 
Jerry Fairbanks. 
Helen Ferguson. 
Syivia Fine. 
Larry Finley. 

Lou Gordon. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 
Gina Janss. 

Sam Katz. 

Danny Kaye. 

J. Richard Kennedy. 
Dennis King. 
Larry Kolpack. 
Veronica Lake. 
Howard Levinson. 
Frank Liberman, 
Lida Livingston. 
Paul Lukas. 

Edgar F. Luckenbach, Jr. 
Aline McMahon. 
Paul MacNamara., 
Lewis Milestone. 
Claude Morris. 
Richard Ney. 
Daniel T. O'Shea. 
Mary Pickford. 
Dick Powell 
Gregory Ratoff. 
Walter Reade, Jr. 
James Roosevelt. 

| Robert Rossen. 

| Benny Rubin. 

Ann Sheridan. 
Michael Sloane. 
Harry D. Squires. 
John Steinbeck. 
Freddie Stewart. 
John Sutherland. 
Benay Venuta. 
Jerry Wald. 

| Hal Wallis. 

| Lou Weissman. 

| Herbert J. Yates. 

i Adolph Zuker, 











One Major’s Distrib Costs Mounted 
$2,000,000; Deprecate ‘Scare’ Policy 


$$ 





State Dept.’s Global 


Newsreel Now Underway 
Hollywood, April 1. 

New type of international news- 

reel, “The News Magazine,” nar- 

rated in 24 languages, gets under 

way this week on the RKO Pathe lot 

with Jack Connolly as news chief, 


assisted by Harold Bonafield and 
Robert Youngson. 

Newsreel, devoted largely to 
American educational topics, will 


be distributed by the State Depart- 
ment’s Office of International Infor- 
mation and Cultural Affairs. It will 
schools in 


atres and 54 foreign 


countries, 


Loew's $15,000;000 
Loan to Finance 


Theatre Buyouts 


New $15,000,000 long-term loan 
announced Monday (31) by Loew’s, 
Inc., is expeeted to be channeled 
mostly towards buying out minority 
theatre holdings under terms of the 
anti-trust decree, according to com- 
pany spokesmen. Decree stay which 
came through Monday, it’s pointed 
out, applies only to those provisions 
dealing with sales procedures, mean- 
ing that the majors must still buy 
out- minority interests in theatre 
holdings if they wish to retain own- 
ership of the theatres. 

Loan was made from the same 
banking syndicate comprising five 
banks and group of insurance com- 
panies from which Metro borrowed 
$40,000,000 in July, 1945, so that the 
new financing is considered mainly 
an extension of the earlier deal. 
New loan consists of $6,000,000 for 8 
years at 2% interest, borrowed from 
the banking syndicate, with the 
First National Bank of Boston the 
nominal lender and the one to whom 
Loew’s owes the money. Other 
$9,000,000 consists of 2.85% deben- 
tures due July 15, 1965. 

Debentures were purchased by a 








prising Metropolitan Life, Mutual 
Life of N. Y., John Hancocl Mutual 
Life, Massachusetts Mutual Life, 


Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada, 
New England Mutual Life, Penn 
Mytual Life and Continental As- 
surance Co, the same companies 
that presently hold Loew's out- 
standing debentures. 


-Par’s 50G (and Up) Buy 
Of Vehicle for Paulette 


Paramount last week purchased a 
| forthcoming novel, “The Web of 
| Days,” by Edna Lee, for a Paulette 
Goddard starrer. Studio and eastern 
story departments had been search- 
| 





ing avidly for a suitable story for 
| Miss Goddard, with the Appleton- 
; Century novel getting the nod. Par 
paid $50,000, plus an escalator clause, 


| hinging on book sales, that can send } 


, the price to a $125,000 ceiling. 
| Yarn is something of a mixture of 


be sent-in 35m and 16m sizes to the- | 


group ®f insurance companies com- | 


Retrenchment-minded - {jm come. 
panies, now that they've carried 
through their personnel cuts aj the 
studios, are currently training their 
sights on distribution Costs, -with 
little hope that they can be lowered 
to any appreciable extent. Fact that 
the cost of exchange operations was 
skyrockéting coincidentally with 
studio costs was generally lost sight 
of during the scramble to cut the 
production nut. Cost of exchange 
operation today, however. remains 
as the biggest problem confronting 
the industry in its price-slashing ef. 
forts, according to one distrib chief 

One of the majors, for example. 
has discovered the cost of operating 
its exchanges in 32 different cities 
has risen $40,000 per week since the 
war’s end, which adds up to more 
than $2,000,000 for the year. Most of 
the boost has gone into increased 
salaries, necessitated by the higher 
cost of living. With most of the 
vets back in their prewar jobs, the 
i}majors have found their exchange 
| personnel has reached its status quo, 
| with no further cuts possible. When 
jand if competitive bidding and 
}other decree-imposed changes in 
|sales policy become effective, more- 
over, it may force the majors to 
take on additional exchange em- 
ployees, 

Even if it were possible to pare 
exchange Staffs, it’s believed the 
majors would think twice about 
taking such a step at this time. Tre- 
mendous amount of publicity given 

(Continued on 27) 
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‘Outlaw,’ on Release 
A Year, Could Have Done 
Better But for Censors 


Approximately one year after re- 
lease of “The Outlaw,” it appears 
that the publicity garnered via the 
long censor battles through which 
producer Howard Hughes has drawn 
the film have paid off financially in 
one sense, but not in another, With 
$2,100,000 presently in the till from 
3,600 domestic engagements, the 
take per playdate is tremendous. 

On the other hand, however, pic 
has been having a tough time get- 
| ting bookings+and would probably 





| have played almost 15,000 contracts 
by this time had not Hughes taken 
his adamant stand against censor- 
ship of the picture or its advertis- 
ing. Execs at UA, which is dis- 
tributing, feel the film could easily 
have had $6,000,000 or more in by 
this time; based on strength showed 
in engagements played. 

| Eventual gross of $10,000,000 or 
|higher was foreseen in the U. S. 
market, but nothing like that is now 
anticipated, since many circuits and 
indie houses are refusing to book 
the film because of its censor trou- 
| bles. 


ALPERSON REMAKING 
~“ASTAR IS BORN’ (’37) 


That pic on Hollywood which Fd- 
| ward L. Alperson plans to send be- 
fore the cameras next month will be 








| “The Little Foxes” with “Anna and |a remake of “A Star Is Born.” Lat- 


, the King of Siam,” concerning an 
unlikable femme who goes south to 
, become governess to a brat on a 
| plantation after the Civil War. She 
gets mixed in the viciousness of the 
decaying family life, but winds up 
marrying one of the sons, 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Corinne Calvert. 
Harry Goetz. 
Sidney Harmon. 
Dorothy Hirsch. 

| David Holtzman. 

| Arnold Pressburger. 
| Michael Taubman. 


| N. Y. to Europe 
Willie Edelsten. 

Irving Mass. 

Richard Tauber. 


Europe to N. Y. 
Arthur Askey. 
Adele Astaire. 
Mary Coyle Chase. 
Reg Connelly. 

Mrs. Bob Harley. 
Sonja Henie. 
David Lewis. 
Georges Loureau. 
Irving Mills. 
Barbara Stanwyck. 
Robert Taylor. 











ter was filmed in color by David 0. 
Selznick and released by United 
Artists in April, 1937, with Janet 
Gaynor and Fredric March starred. 
Labeled “The Big Curtain,” the re- 
make will have Robert Cummings 
and an as yet unannounced femme 
in top roles. Alperson will produce 
it independently for 20th-Fox re- 
lease. 

Remake rights were acquired by 
Alperson several years ago along 
with the reissue rights to a flock of 
Selznick pictures. Film Classics, Te- 
issue distributing outfit which Al- 
person controlled, purchased the 
rights from John Hay  ‘Jock) 
Whitney, who had received them 4S 
his payoff when he and DOS split 
their partnership in Selznick-Inter- 
national. 
| “Star Is Born” was highly suc 
cessful. It was described by Va- 
/RiETY’S reviewer as a “compelling 
|and moving reply to criticism ° 
| Hollywood, in which the people of 
| the studios are portrayed as hums 
beings.” That’s in keeping with - 
nerson’s description recently ©! the 
new pic as playing Hollywood 
straight with “no ridicule and 0 
: satire.” 
| Budget for the remake will >€ 
about $1,500,600. 


| 
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Unique Combo Grind-and-Res'd Seat 


Policy for Chapli 


ns Verdoux’ Film 





‘que exhibition policy, com-*? 
he grind with reserved seat 
showings, was set Monday (31) by 
reps of Charles Chaplin and United 
Artists for the comedian 8 forthcom- 
jing “Monsieur Verdoux” at the | 
Broadway theatre, N. Y. Pic will 
have a gala invitational preem Fri- 
day night, April 11, and will open to 
the public the following day. 

e policy will be $1.80 top| 
ae rind ron, but a block of 250 | 
reserved seats will be sold for the 
performances falling at 2:30 and 8:45 
p.m. each day. These seats will be | 
taped off and held for the reserved | 
stub-holders. House has 1,900 a 








in all. 
While UA made the 18-month leas- 


jng deal with the Shuberts for the | 
Broadway a few weeks ago, with the 
idea of using it for “Verdoux,” de- | 
gision on whether the pic would go | 
in there was held up until Monday. 
Shortly after the Broadway pact was 
agreed on, United Artists Theatre 
circuit (no connection with the dis- | 
tributing company), offered the Ri- 
voli for the Chaplin run, 

Inasmuch as the Riv is a more fa- 
vorable location than the Broadway 
and there was some doubt about get- 
ting projection equipment into the 
latter house quickly (it has been 
used for legit), Arthur W. Kelly, 
repping Chaplin, was considering the 
alternatives. However, the equip- 
ment problem was cleared without 
difficulty and, since UA will operate 
the Broadway, giving Chaplin a bet- 
ter deal, that house finally got the 
nod, 

Incidentally, Joe Blumenfeld, who | 
is associated with UA in operating | 
showcases on the Coast, was orig- | 
tions of Wiltiam Goetz, Universal- 
Jnternational production chief, with 
WB producer Robert Buckner also 

(Continued on page 20) 


Archbishop Cantwell 








Directs L.A. Diocese | 


To Sanction ‘Duel’ 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Legion of Decency okayed “Duel 
in Sun” over the weekend when 
message from Archbishop John J. 
Cantwell was read from pulpits of 
Catholic churches to members of 
archdiocese of greater Los Angeles. 

Message stated that Archbishop 
Cantwell “directs the priests of the 
archdiocese to inform their people 
that the revised version of the mo- 
tion picture, ‘Duel in the Sun,’ has 
been reviewed and classified by the 
Legion of Decency as Class ‘B’ (ob- 
jectionable in part), In effecting 
this revision, the producer has re- 
sponded with cooperation and un- 
derstanding to the public criticism 
—— trial run of the picture in Los 
hess of responsibility for the social 
Significance of the motion picture.” 





Seeks London Spot For ‘Duel’ 
London, April 1. 
David O. Selznick is dickering 
en Paramount toppers here to 
mae Par’s Carlton theatre in the 
: End for a London pre-release 
un of “Duel in the Sun.” 
gy thing holding up the pact is 
endl elznick wants to take the 
€ on a long run basis, with 
ar seeking to limit the run to 12 


Weeks so as not to i ’ 
Telease schodute hold up its own 


DISSOLVE LOEW’S-WB 
POOL IN PITTSBURGH 


; Pittsburgh, April 1. 
onetime Loew’s-Warner pool 
a = Officially dissolved yester- 
ae onday), at which time War- 
” €pt Stanley and Warner thea- 
jon” turned over operation of 
et eat Ritz to Loew’s, which 
ay Penn, 
at means latter spot gets a 
on to move its click pix. Loew's 
eta frantically trying to buy a 
g Ow Nn site for several. months, 
= — George, Jaffe .a. fabu- 
re Ter for hs Casino, burlesk 

» Which he turned down, 





ngeles and has shown an aware-| 


Chaplin’s ‘Message’ 


One of the reasons advanced 
for Charles Chaplin’s desire for 
such great speed in release of 


his “Monsieur Verdoux” is that 
the producer-director-writer-ac- 
tor feels it holds a message 
which it is important to get to 
the world as soon as possible. 
Pic, based on the “Bluebeard” 
legend, is in no wise overtly 
propagandistic, but, as did “The 


Great Dictator,” has anti-war 
undertones. Chaplin suggests 
that anyone desiring to be a 
mass killer should number his 
victims in the millions. He then 
becomes a hero. Those who do 
their killing in smaller lots are 


called “murderers.” 

Film is set in the present, but 
carries no more topical allusions 
than the above. 


U Drops Plea 
For Franchises; 


Oldies Now N.G. 








Universal has pulled a fast switch | MPA board for participation in the 


favor of 
The company 


on its former stance in 
long-term franchises. 


now is, and has been for a number | stars made a tremendous impression 


of weeks, strongly opposed to their 
validation—at least, so far as the 
large number of franchises which 


were in effect when the decree was | 
represents a | 


handed down. This 
reversal in U’s view since the court 
hearings on the decree when the 
company unsuccessfully urged the 
three judges to permit continuation 
of the franchises. 

As «: result of U’s chang of heart 
no stay was asked of U. S. Supreme 
Court Justice Stanley F. Reed on 
the franchise ban, Hence, the omis- 
sion of franchises from the court’s 
ruling, which stopped restrictions 
on practically all other selling prac- 
tices. 

U now: figures that with its new 
product lineup the company is bet- 
ter off calling quits on franchises 
which were made for erstwhile 
product, heavy with Bs. Rental 
terms which made it profiteble for 
the company to operate on old fran- 

ise deals covering low budget pix 
are disadvantageous with the new 
(Continued on page 18) 


MG’s Ist National Sales 
Meet in Year Set for N.Y. 


First Metro national sales meet in 
a year is slated to tee off at the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., April 28, with 
more than 100 of the homeoffice and 
field sales staff in attendance. All 
sales managers, district managers, 
district managers, branch managers 
and head bookers will get together 
with the homeoffice sales toppers to 
talk over the new sales policies un- 
der the decree and to work out 
methods of establishing closer per- 
sonal relationships with exhibitors. 

Office managers from Metro’s 32 
exchanges are remaining behind this 
time to run their offices but are ex- 





pected to be convened later by 
Metro sales chief William F. 
Rodgers. It’s also possible that 


Rodgers may call a series of regional 
sales meets for the benefit of the 
exchange salesmen following the 
close of the national meet. No time 
limit has been set on the latter, with 
Rodgers declaring it would run from 
7-10 days, or until all problems had 
been ironed out. 


Burk Symon to E-L 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Burk Symon, 20th-Fox test direc- 
tor in New York for the last 10 
years, arrived yesterday (Monday ) 
to take over his new post as talent 
director for Eagle-Lion. 
Symon will work under Irving 








Lazar, exec assistant to Bryan Foy, | 
land Owen MacLean, 
| tor. 





casting direc-|the sifting committee 





FILM STARS AS ENVOYS 


| 


MPA OK'S YANKS. 
FOR COMPETITION 


Caught once with its glamor down, 
American film industry won’t repeat 
its errérs. Thus, approval was given | 
Monday (31) by the board of direc- | 
tors of the Motion Picture Assn. to 
a proposal to send not only Holly- 
wood’s best films, but also a con- 
tingent of stars to the World Film 
Festival in Brussels in June. 

Last international picture contest, 
held in Cannes last fall, was given 
the brush, more or less, by the 
American industry. Result was the 
Russians and. English not only 
copped most of the awards but 
American pix even had a tough time 
getting fair showings. 

With U. S. films being besieged by 
increasing restrictions throughout 
the world, MPA board recognized 
the great international public rela- 
tions value of grabbing off prizes 
for artistry, such as are given at 
these festivals: Since American films 
are frequently sneered at abroad as 


being “lowbrow,” being able to 
point to fistful of international 
awards for artistic values will be 


quite an asset. e 
By sending a group of stars to the 





Brussels fete, American films can 
hardly escape attention of  the-| 
awards committees. And if they get 
a fair shake, MPA toppers have no 
doubt their pix will win a full share 
of prizes. 

Also designed to improve industry 
relations abroad was approval of the 


second “Command Performance” in 
London in November. Group of | 


in England last fall by attending a 
special performance for the King 
and Queen rigged up by the British 
film industry. 
Johnston Discusses Situation 

International situation came in for 
considerable discussion by prez Eric 
Johnston at the MPA’s annual meet- 
ing _and directors’ confab held in 
conjunction with it on Monday in 
N. Y. Johnston explained steps be- 





ing taken to insure good reception | 


(Continued on page 20) 


NEGRO-WHITE HOUSES IN 
D.C DAY-DATE ‘YEARS’ 


Washington, April 1. 

Trade and public interest in “Best 
Years of Our Lives” received an 
added shot in the arm here past 
week with announcement that the 
Oscar winner will play a two-week 
stint at Republic, 1,250-seat Negro 
nabe, starting April 4. 

Pic will run day and date with 
RKO Keith’s, where it is currently 
in its third smash week. Scale of 
prices will be identical, 90c to $1.50, 
with a special moppet rate of 50c 
and 74c. Run, however, will in no 
way compete with Keith’s, since 
town observes a strict “white only” 
policy in its theatres, with the nine 
houses of the District Theatre chain, 
of which Republic is a member, en- 
joying a complete monopoly of the 
Negro trade. 








low: House Seeks Law 
Ys. Drinking in Films 
Des Moines, April 1. 
The Iowa house has passed a res- 





olution designed ultimately to elim- | 
inate drinking scenes in films shown | 
in Iowa. The house, by a voice vote, | 
approved a resolution by Rep. C. S. | 
Van Eaton (Rep., Sioux City) that 
urges the next legislature to pass a 
law banning drinking scenes unless 
the film industry eliminates them in 
pix shown in Iowa the next two 
years. 

The same resolution was called up 
in the Senate by A..D. Clem (Rep., 
Sioux City). but after debate the 
Senate deferred action under a rule 
that requires the House-approved 
resolution to be on the calendar a 
day before the Senate could take 
final action. How the Senate re- 
gards it, however, was evidenced by 
its refusal to accept a motion by 
Frank Byers, (Rep., Cedar Rapids), 
that the resolution be shunted into 
The Senate 
beat the Byers amendment, 22 to 16 











All-Industry Pix Promotion Needed, 
Sez Rodgers; Outlines Bid ‘Irritations 





Page Ripley 

Jerry Adams, promoted from 
assistant Metro branch manager 
at San Francisco to branch mane 
ager at the Washington ex- 
change, is one of the few new 
Washington residents to encoun- 
ter no housing difficulty. Seems 
that a rich Washington resident, . 
whom Adams met before the 
war while working as a student 
salesman in the Washington ex- 
change, died recently and willed 
him a large house in the city. 

Adams, incidentally, received 
a special plug from Metro sales 
chief William F. Rodgers. 
Rodgers recalled that his wife 
had met Adams while shopping 
in a Westchester, N, Y., deli- 
catessen, where the latter for- 
merly worked, and suggested he 
might go well as a Metro sales- 
man. Adams was subsequently 
hired and, according to Rodgers, 
has emerged as one of the 
“brightest young men” in the 
Metro organization. 


— 


UA Producer Reps 
In Informal N.Y. 


Powwow on Policy 


Group of United Artists produ- 
cers’ representatives met in New 


York last week to set up a more or 
less informal organization for han- 
dling their common problems with 
the distributing company. Several 
of the reps refused to attend, one of 
them terming the idea for such an 
organization “radical.” He added he 
felt that “ganging up on UA was 
unhealthy.” 


The six reps who attended the 
Hotel Astor luncheon meeting denied 
there was any thought of “ganging 
up” on UA. On the contrary, they 
stated, idea was to promote -peace- 
ful relations with the company, 
leading to ways and means of help- 
ing UA achieve greater grosses, 


Indicating that they had no sub- 
versive or “radical” ideas, group 
pointed out that Grad Sears, UA v.p. 
in charge of distribution, was noti- 
fied of the intent to form the organ- 
ization and gave it his full blessing. 
Principal discussion at the meeting 

(Continued on page 20) 


ATA Still Chills Short 
On Famine Despite Oscar 


Despite its capture of an Oscar as 
the best documentary of the year, 
the chances of a general release of 
the Government-produced “Seeds of 
Destiny” aren’t too good. American 
Theatres Assn., which turned down 
the film in favor of a more stream- 
lined version, are still against play- 
ing the original prize-winning ver- 
sion on the ground that pic’s 20 
minutes is too long and the belief 
that the film is no longer timely. 


The Government has not yet ap- 
proached ATA with any proposition 

















to bring the briefie-to U. S. screens. | 
of revived in- | 


However, in view 
terest in “Seeds” because of its new 
Oscar status, that eventually is more 
than likely. It’s noted around ATA 
that the same objections still hold 
and possibility of a reversal in stand 
is discounted. A four-minute version 
which was recommended by ATA 
following rejection of the original 
was never turned over to the or- 
ganization and the famine subject 
was passed by as screen fare. 


Considerable criticism has been 
levelled against the industry and 
ATA in particular for refusing the 
film. Request of ATA that certain 
“gruesome scenes” be cut brought 
on the wrath of Bosley Crowther, 
N. ¥. Times critic. Shortly after the 
award was made, Drew Pearson in 
his Sunday radio program compli- 
mented the Telenews circuit for 
booking the pic, 


# Decrying current 
slump being in the works for the 
film industry, Metro veepee over 
sales William F, Rodgers called for 
an “aggressive, all-industry effort to 
do a good job of making the public 
realize that motion pictures are their 
greatest amusement value” at a trade 
press luncheon Friday (28) at the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y. At the same time, 
Rodgers pointed out the need for 
corraling those segments of the pub- 
lic that are not habitual filmgoers, 
and stressed that the chief problem 
facing Metro’s domestic sales staff 
will be the “neutralization of the 
many irritations that can arise from 
competitive bidding.” 

Quoting from instructions sent to 
| all Metro branch managers follow- 
ing his recent return from the Coast, 
Rodgers -declared that the future 
production plans of Metro, an- 
nounced last week on the Coast, in- 
dicate his studio’s confidence in the 
future. Pointing out that there’s no 
reason why business shouldn’t re- 
main on the upgrade if the entire 
industry continues to do the job it 
should do, he noted that good pic- 
tures alone cannot convince the 
public of the top entertainment 
value they get from films. 

“It will take better theatre mer- 
chandising, better theatre house- 
keeping; it will require understand- 
ing and constructive comments on 
the part of reviewers and critics,” 
he said. “It will require intelligent 
advertising to make the public real- 
ize that for a low cost they are being 
brought the best products of the 
greatest writers in the world.” Best 
way to get the non-theatregoers into 
theatres, Rodgers declared, is to lay 

(Continued on page 20) 


Metro’s 50 Tests On 
Competitive Bidding 
Reported Entirely OK 


Competitive bidding tests con- 
ducted by Metro so far in about 50 
“aggravated” situations. have been 
entirely satisfactory, both for Metro 
and the exhibitors, according to 
Metro sales chief William F. Rodgers. 
Pointing out that it’s still too early 
to determine net results of the tests, 
Rodgers declared that, as a general 
rule, dollar and cents returns to 
Metro under the bidding tests have 
been on a par with what returns 
would have beer under straight 
sales. 

Following through on pre-decree 
policy of taking any steps possible to 
make certain exhibs don’t lose money 
on Metro product, Rodgers said he’s 
instructed all his branch managers 
that it’s their responsibility to lower 
the minimum bids stated for a pic- 
ture if advance runs of the film 
show it hasn’t lived up to expecta- 
tions. Reallocation will also be 
(Continued on page 20) 


RODGERS RESHUFFLES — 
8 METRO SALES SPOTS 


Reshuffling in top positions of 
Metro’s field sales staff to prepare 
for new sales policies under the anti- 
trust decree and to put returning 
veterans back in their proper places 
was announced last Friday (28) by 
William F. Rodgers, Metro veepee 
over sales. Eight reassignments in 
personnel include sales toppers from 
throughout the country. 

Samuel J. Gardner, Los Angeles 
branch manager for the last two 
and a half years, has been named 
assistant to west coast sales manager 
George A. Hickey. He’ll headquarter 
in San Francisco, with jurisdiction 
over the L. A., Frisco, Seattle and 
Portland exchanges. Thomas. A. 
Aspell, Jr., heretofore Seattle branch 
manager, succeeds Gardner in the 
L. A. post. Succeeding Aspell in 
Seattle is Sam Davis, promoted from 
his position as special Coast rep- 
resentative of Metro’s reprints and 
importations division. ° 

Jerome Adams, until now assistant’ 
S. F. branch manager, has beer’ 


talk about a 











upped to manager of the Washing- 
(Continued on page 27) 
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BING CROSBY SHOW 


APRIL 9 - ABC - 10 P.M. E. S. T. 
WEST COAST BROADCAST 9 P. M. P. S. T. 


CONTENTED PROGRAM 


APRIL 7 - NBC + 10:00 P. M. E. S. T. 


DUFFY’S TAVERN storing IRVING BERLIN 


APRIL 9 - NBC - 9 P.M. E. S. T. 


KRAFT MUSIC HALL 


APRIL 10 + NBC + 9:00 P. M. E. S. T. 











FRED ALLEN 


APRIL 13 + NBC - 8:30 P. M. E. S. T. 


JACK SMITH SHOW 


APRIL 2 + CBS + 7:15 P. M. E. S. T. 









KATE SMITH SINGS 


APRIL 13 + CBS + 6:30 P. M. E. S. T. 


HOUR OF CHARM 


APRIL 13 - CBS + 4:30 P. M. E. S. T. 
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Irving Berlin's “ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND” Starring TYRONE POWER + ALICE FAYE * DON AMECHE - ETHEL 
MERMAN and Jack Haley » Jean Hersholt - Helen Westley - John Carradine - Darryl F. Zanuck In Charge of Production 
Directed by Henry King + Screen Play by Kathryn Scola and Lamar Trotti + Adaptation by Richard Sherman ° Lyrics 
and Music by Irving Berlin - Dances Staged by Seymour Felix +» Associate Producer Harry Joe Brown 
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TYRONE POWER - Al JOLSON - ALICE FAYE 
DICK HAYMES - DINAH SHORE 


APRIL 7 - CBS - 9 P.M.E. S. T.. 


inf ‘EDDIE CANTOR SHOW 
Starring CORNEL WILDE 


APRIL 10 + NBC - 10:30 P. M. E. S. T. 


HERE’S TO YOU 


APRIL 6 + CBS + 2:30 P. M. E. S. T. 


SHEAFFER PARADE 
Stariog CARMEN CAVALLARO 


APRIL 6 + NBC - 3:00 P. M. E. S. T. 


CLIFF EDWARDS 


APRIL & - ABC « 4:30 P. M.E. S. T. 


BOB HOPE SHOW 
sterng AL JOLSON 


APRIL 8 - NBC - 10 P. M.E. S. T. 


JAN AUGUST PROGRAM 


. APRIL 5 - MUTUAL - 5:45 P. M. E. S. T. 


VICTOR BORGE-BENNY GOODMAN 
stavng IRVING BERLIN 


APRIL 14 + NBC + 9:30 P. M.E. S. T. 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


APRIL 9 + ABC ~ 9:00 P. M. E. S. T. 


UDENTIAL FAMILY HOUR 


APRIL 20 + CBS + 5:00 P. M. E. S. T. 


PAYS TO BE IGNORANT 


MARCH 28 + CBS + 10:00 P. M. E. S. T. 
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20th-Fox Owns 534 Theatres Outright: 
$75,000,000 Liquid Assets Insure 
Deals for Remaining 102 NT Houses 


By IRA WIT 


Its working capital now in the 
neighborhood of $75,000,000 exclu- 
sive of inventories, after a record 
profit-taking year, 20th-Fox should | 
have no difficulty in pledging cash 
to capture the choicest of the 102 
National Theatres which are targets 
of the decree’s partial divorcement 
provision. Since NT owns 534 
houses outright, strategically scat- 
tered along the Coast and inland as 
far east as Kansas, its position except 
in One or two key spots {is sound, 
regardless of what the anti-trust 
suits third act brings, short, of 
course, of complete divorcement. 


When the time comes for trading 
with its partners, 20th will have the 








necessary coin. The company start- 
ed 1946 with $53,500,000 working | 
capital, $32,274,214 of that being cash, | 
and has steadily built up its re-| 
sources since then. Despite payment | 
of dividends of $4 per share on com- 
mon, of which $1 was an extra, by 
September, °46, it had already piled 
up an additional $15,000,000 in assets. 


Moreover, NT moved to firmer 
financial footing when that 20th sub- 
sid in April, °46, placed privately 
$12,000,000 of 3% debentures with an 
insurance outfit and $8,000,000 of 2% 
serial notes with a banking syndi- 
cate. Of these greenbacks, $7,800,- 
000 were utilized to purchase mort- 
gage debts of NT’s subsids and the 
balance put the theatre chain in an 
unprecedently liquid position. 


Approximately half of 20th’s re- 
cently announced $22,600,000 net for 
1946 remains in the company’s cof- 
fers, with the balance paid out to 
stockholders and creditors. The com- 
pany has taken other steps towards 
hoarding cash, one of which was the 
recent trimming of expensive studio 
personnel. Consequently, by the 
time the two-year decree deadline 
rolls around, 20th will be in a solid 
postion for necessary maneuvering. 


Company’s most strongly affected 
locale is Los Angeles, where some 
20 houses are owned partially with 
20th’s interest scale from 25% up- 
wards. Other important spots which 
the decree hits are Portland and Se- 
attle. In the latter city, NT has a 
31% interest in seven theatres and 
60% in two more, while in Portland 
the chain holds 30% in five flickeries, 
51% in three others and 25% in an- 
other. 


In all the other partially-owned 
houses, NT’s current slice of interest 
is 50% or better except for some 13 
theatres widely scattered. Like the 
main strength of the circuit itself, 
these co-partnered houses are mostly 
located in California, Washington 
and Oregon. 


3 Technicians Chiefs 
Gated by IATSE For 
Taking Sides With CSU 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Film Technicians Local 683 chiefs 
have been expelled from the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees as result of findings of 
the trial committee, which held that 
three men gave unauthorized sup- 
port to Conference of Studio Unions, 
disobeying instructions of superiors 
by taking side of CSU in studio la- 
bor difficulties. 

Richard McKnight, prexy: Nor- 
ville Crutcher, treasurer, and John 
Martin, business agent, are three- 
some given the gate at trial which 
they refused to attend. 








Hutcheson To Speak 
Hollywood, April 1. 

The carpenters’ future policy in 
the studio labor strife is expected in 
an announcement tomorrow (Wed.) 
from William (“Big Bill”) Hutche- 
son, Carpenters Union prexy, who is 
in Indianapolis. 

Understood Hutcheson will state 
position on local autonomy for car- 
penters as well as attitude regarding 
construction inside studios, 





ENT’S N. Y. MEET 
Hollywood, April 1. 
Meeting of Enterprise executives, 
directors and stars is slated for this 
weekend (5) in New York to dis- 
cuss exploitation campaigns on 
forthcoming product. 





Self-Flacking Flacks 


Hollywood, Apri! 1. 

Screen Publicists Guild wants | 
some of that publicity its members 
have been giving out for their clients 
through the years. 

Flacks, declaring their peculiar 
art is as artistic as any other branch | 
of film drama, are petitioning the | 
Academy to inaugurate = press agent 
division in the next Oscar_ Derby. 


Marischka Seeks 
Cut on Col. Picts 
‘Song’ As Writer 











Vienna, March 25. 

Ernst Marischka, Viennese writer- 
director, will engage U. S. counsel 
in trying to unravel how his orig- | 
inal on Chopin’s life came to be 
filmed by Columbia as “Song to Re- 
member” without his even knowing 
the script had been purchased. Mar- 
ischka, who has .several European | 
and Hollywood screen successes to | 
his credit, hasn't seen “Song” but | 
says he’s never signed release for | 
U. S. production of the story. He | 
also says war-lost records of a sale 
to a now-defunct French studio 
prevent his checking up how ex- 
tensive the French-held rights were. 
What Marischka wants to find out 
is who Columbia paid for the story 
and why none of the money went 
to him. 

Marischka is working with Robert 
Stolz on book for an operetta, | 
“Prater” for production here this 
fall. Stolz also will do songs for the 
picture, “Island Wife,” which Mar- 
ischka will script, direct and pro- 
duce. Shooting is scheduled for Au- 
gust. 

Marischka, who authored an early 
Durbin picture, “Spring Parade,” as 
well as the book of Fritz Kreisler’s 
operetta, “Sissy,” says he sold the 
book of “Song to Remember” to 
Tobis-Sonores, a German-controlled | 
studio operating in Paris in 1936. 
Price was about $5,000, but Mar- 
ischka doesn’t believe the sale in- 
cluded non - European = shooting 
rights. 


WB BROS’ MANUAL ON 
LABOR-MGT. RELATIONS 


In a move to promote better 
labor-management relations, War- 
ner Bros. personnel department has 
issued a 32-page booklet designed to 
zcquaint employees with company 
policies and benefits. Brochure, 
titled “Your Company and You” and 
prepared by Ralph W. Budd, per- 
sonnel department head, is being 
given national distribution among 
all company employees in studios, 
theatres, exchanges and home office. 

Contents include a history of the 
Warner organizztion, information on 
working regulations, chances for 
advancement, labor - management 
committees, holidays, vacations, 
health and welfare service, sick 
leave, overtime, Warner Club activi- 


| 





the past seven years in Paramount's 
eastern story department, 
signed, effective Friday 
to become executive director of the 
American Labor Party 
chester county, N. Y. 


chapter of the Screen Office & Pro- 
fessional Employees Guild. Bob Mc- 
Keown, 


next annual election. 


| the injunction. 


|} jury 


| ance, 


| defendants for being compelled to 


Liveright’s ALP Job 


Herman Liveright, staff reader for 


has re- | 


(4). He is 


in West- 





Liveright is chairman of the Par 


‘Treasure to Mexico 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Troupe of 24, headed by John 
Huston, director, planed to Mexico 
City to film location sequences for 


vice chairman, will take 
over as acting chairman until the 





Paramount's “Treasure of the 

Sierra.” Group includes Humphrey 

J P tt ‘ Bogart, Walter Huston and Tim 
ackson Park A ye Boss 

1 sirl Company will make its headquar- 

Repudiates Di bs ters in a village about 100 miles 





- from the Mexican czpital. 

On Restraint Issue pit 
Chicago, April 1. | 
Contending that the restraint or- 
der handed down in the Jackson 
Park case, which directed the nine 
film distributors involved to discon- 
tinue the “Chicago system of re- 
lease,” was based on all the facts 
and issues and that any further 
litigations should consequently be 
denied, Thomas C. McConnell, at- 


@ 

Council Stresses 

<A Positive’ Pl 
crney tor tne secon Park her-| - A “Pogitive Plan 


the federal court of appeals here 
yesterday (Monday). | 

Distributors in their appeal, March 
13, held that the jury’s original ver- 
dict and subsequent affirmation by 
the higher courts applied to dam- 
ages only and not to the question of 
They contended that 
the injunction issued by Federal 
Judge Michael L. Igoe was so dras- | 
tic that it would cause “untold in- 
and damage.” Distribs were 
enjoined from: (1) permitting a run 
of pictures in the Loop longer than 
two weeks; (2) creating dead or 
waiting time after the conclusion of 
the Loop run, and (3) setting up a 
uniform system of run and clear- 


Protestant F ~ 


| Protestant Film Council, recently- 

established organization to make 
certain the Protestant faith gets as 
good a break in Hollywood pictures 
as the Catholic religion, wil) follow 
a consiruciive, positive program in- 
stead of aliempting to do anything 
to hamstring Hollywood producers, 
according to director Paul F. Heard. 
PFC, for example, has set up a re- 

viewing body for pix which will 
| plug those pictures it considers 
'“good for Protestants” but will not 
jattempt to ban those considerea not 
| good. 

Heard declined to go into detail 
| concerning the methods followed by 
the Council in influencing Holly- 
| wood to its way of thinking but 
stressed the Council is not interested 
jin propagandizing the Protestant re- 


McConnell contended that the in- 
junction affects only the relation 
between the Jackson Park theatre 


and the distributors. If the lat- | ligion. PFC recognizes that films 
ter made pictures available to| must have dramatic appeal to be | 
the plaintiff's theatre, they have | g00d and that any attempts to force | 


complied with the decree andjthe inclusion of propaganda into 


no other theatre has the right to | the scripts will only harm them. Re- 


|cent reports from the Coast indicate 
| that, despite the fact the Council is 
' still in its formative stages, it’s hav- 
| ing telling effect in getting its point 
,across to Hollywood. 
do business in a legal way. Noone! To facilitate dealings with Holly- 
can have a vested interest in violat- | wood. producers, the Council is cur- 
ing the anti-trust laws, he said. | rently setting up a consultative com- 
Defendants were given 10 days to | mittee of Coast church leaders to 
file a reply brief and the court will | promote better understanding with 
set the case for oral hearing prob- the film-makers, under the chair- 
ably late this month. manship of Dr. Louis Evans, pastor 


AMPAS ALL SET FOR |‘ rrovice mater ior panes 
30TH ANNI SHINDIG 


to provide material for pictures, to 
First big annual dinner-dance of 


coordinate the facilities of the dif- 
ferent church bureaus for Holly- 
wood's benefit, and to provide a 
channel for technical advice to pro- 

Associated Motion Picture Adver- 

tisers, to be held April 23, at Hotel 

Astor, N. Y., is taking the shape of 

an all-industry affair. It’s being 


ducers on matters relating to the 
church. Any revelation now of the 

staged as the AMPA 30th anniver- 

sary celebration, all funds to help 


way the committee attempts to in- 
the needy in the trade. A souvenir 


fluence Hollywood, however, will 
journal will be an added feature of 


enforce the decree. McConnell con- 
tended that, in any event, no court 
of equity is concerned with a loss 
of illegal profit occasioned by the 








only ruin its effectiveness, Heard 
| said, 
the dinner-dance, this being inj|from the pulpit will only result in 
charge of Herman Schleier, chair- | boosting interest. in those pix, ac- 
| tee from different film companies. | Course of doing whatever possible to 
General committee in charge of Plua@ good films. Protestant Motion 
chief for March of Time and now | ing body, consequently, with re- 
with Fortune mag. His coordinators | V'€WS sent to the 300 different 
Ferguson, Gordon White, Skip Wesh- | Up what are considered good films 
ner, Si Seadler, Jack Kopstein, Lynn |#94 @ “picture of the month.” 





ties, and other personnel problems. 


Council recognizes that an attempt 
man, and David’ Bader, editor, | cording to Heard. That is why the 
the annual party is headed by Phil | Picture Council, a subsidiary organ- 
are Bader, Blanche LivingSton, Protestant publications for distribu- 
Farnol and Jock Lawrence. Heard revealed that the Council 





to ban what it considers bad films 
along with a representative commit- | Council will follow the opposite 
Williams, formerly ad-publicity | ization, has been set up as a review- 
Arnold Stoltz, Claude Lee, William | tion to the churches. Reviews play 
will hire Hollywood writing and 


| directional talent for the series of 
seven shorts to be produced this 
S a es é Ss 0 | year for use in schools and churches. 


vorcement proviso in the decree. 
cated in the last column. 


interim, since the Consent Decree sty 


City, State Houses Interest 





Council Bluffs, Towa..... 1 Mw 
Bemmpentiog, TOWRss.sicasec.s.s & be) 
Clay Center, Kans....... 1 ho 
Concordia, Kans 4 cetne 1 bo 
MOTE, MG... sss. aketiaccas So Ger 
Caldwell, Idaho... 3 33'5 
Nampa, Idahe 4 mw 
POD, ORD. . 6oksscidek. ha 2 wl 
Portland, Ore....... be mM 
Portland, Ore.... 4 oA 
Portland, Ore.... 1 2 
Aberdeen, Wash..... 2 51 
Bremerton, Wash. 2 St 
Everett, Wash.... nea 4 Be) 
Hoquiam, Wash...... 1 Sl 
Olympia, Wash.... 1 61 
Seattle, Wash...... 7 31 
Seattle, Wash ¢ 2 ou 
Vancouver, Wash 2 al 
Wenatchee, Wash.. 2 26 
Alden, Ariz........ 2 bi 


The following National Theatres’ houses are affected by the partial di- 
Percentage ownership by NT is 
This roster of NT theatres dates back some dice 
years, but it’s not likely that any substantial changes have occurred in the | . 


No.of NT’s % # 


| Six of the shorts, running from 20- 
| 50 minutes, will be on religious sub- 
» Gl- | jects, with the other a dramatic 
indi- | presentation on the vices of preju- 





mied any major revampings: 


'Par and 20th-Fox Pool 16m Distrib 
Abroad; Cleared Monopoly Hurdle 


+e 
vv 


Deal for Paramount and 20th-Fox 
to combine forces for distribution of 
their 16m product overseas js ex. 
pected to be signed this week. Poo). 

}ing arrangement, which jis 
only narrow-gauge films 
have nothing to do with re 
| distribution, had been 

| sideration: for -the last y. 
held up by legal 

Emanuel Silverstone. 


to handle 
and wil] 
Bular 35m 
under con. 
ar but Was 
entanglements, 
special home. 


office representative of 20th-Fox 

International, is reported prexy of 

the new combine. ; 
Chief factor barring establishment 


of the pool until now has been” the 
danger that the two companies might 
be accused of monopoly in restraint 
of trade. Only means of getting 
around that would be to organize 
under provisions of the Webb-Clay. 
ton act, which would mean that Par 





and 20th would then have to allow 
janybody into the combine that 
| wanted to join. Now that all the 
jother majors have set up their own 


16m distrib outfits overseas. Par and 
20th have apparently thought it okay 
to organize under the W-C 

Two companies, by waiting this 
|long to organize, might have missed 
|the boat since all the advantages in. 
herent in such a pooling arrange. 
j;ment have been negated wit: 
| entry of all companies into jhe 
foreign 16m program, according to 
foreign sales toppers of the other 
|majors. Latter revealed that there 
| were plans a year ago for all the 
companies to form such a pool and 
| it’s known definitely that Metre was 
iseriously considering joining Par 
jand 20th in the combine. Now that 
|all majors are in the business, how- 
lever, foreign 16m exhibs are assured 
of enough product and it’s believed 
Par and 20th will find no advantages 
| under the arrangement that they 
'wouldn’t enjoy working by them- 
selves, 

A year ago, for example, when the 
majors were still involved in re- 
opening the foreign markets shut- 
|tered during the war, such a com- 
| bine to distribute 16m product would 
have saved them all considerable 
money in getting started. With most 
| of the foreign markets now in opera- 
ition, though, such economies are no 
| longer there. Other majors have 
found by experience that their reg- 
ular 35m branches can handle the 
16m operation, such as checking and 
rewinding film, shipping it to exhibs, 
etc., with all the additional personnel 
necessary confined to one specialist 
to handle 16m sales to exhibs. 
Advantages found by Metro and 
Republic in combining their 16m 
distribution abroad are also not 
available to Par and 20th, it's pointed 
out. Metro, by handling distribution 
of Rep 16m product abroad, has 
available to it the action-type pit- 
tures that Rep produces and which 
are seldom turned out by Metro. 
Both Par and 20th, however, turn 
out the same type of pictures gen- 
erally. 


Oral Testimony Ends 
In Shuberts’ 5006 
‘Jolson Story’ Sutt 


Oral testimony in the $500,000 
damage action brought by the Shu- 
berts against Columbia Pictures for 
unauthorized use of the Winter Gar- 
den theatre, N. Y., in Columbia $ 
“The Jolson Story,” ended Wednes- 
day (26) in N. Y. supreme as 
Full testimony will be complete 
when Columbia obtains depositions 
from Bill Goetz and John Hine, cur 
renily in California to refute — 
mony by Monte Proser, operato! : 
the Copacabana, N. Y., and lately 
an indie film producer. 

Proser’s deposition’ decla 
he was empowered by the 
to act as a film agent for sale | 
story on the Winter Garden to fil 


act, 


a) 








red that’ 
Shuberts 
ale of @ 
ms. 


i . 
| e e : ‘ama. critic of 
“ No.ot nrse, Vet Aid Planned Via eee” soomed thet 
—“— oe steerey =e | Minn. 20% Amus. Tax. had written a story based > po. 
ahei “ali ‘ - . ; yer . 
Banning. Calif... ; ea Minneapolis, April 1. | Winter Garden for the Shub< 
Reverly Hills, Cali 1 no Bill just introduced in state legis- | Which he was pan ver —— 
Browiey, Calif. ..... 7 2 61 _ lature provides for a 20% state tax Aside from the depositions. - ial 
Compton, Calif.. 1 we, | ON all tickets to places of amuse-| tice McNally, presiding at the ie n 
Fullerton, Calif 1 saw the films, “Rose of ~~ 


Los Angeles, Calif. f 2) scaled up 
from 2p | 60 «World War II veterans, 


North Hollywood, Calif 








51 | ments, with proceeds to be devoted 
This 


2 i | would be in addition to a pro osed 
ney we Rite . %5 | State soldiers’ bonus. ot 
Porterville, Calif.....9..''" 3 hI A 20% state tax on theatre admis- 
ye eg Sa ‘ os sions, and enabling legislation to 
main oe gee x) | Permit municipalities to tax -busi- 
Santa Monica, Cali i 2 On nesses by referendum vote, also are 

ferman Oakes, Calif... Ge i« ’ : 
mum, ea -_ ro a part ef Gov. L. D. Youngdahl’s ! 
Wilmington, Calif..........0.. 2 wz = Overall state financing program, 


| Square” and “When Irish Eyes a 
| Smiling,” at the Columbia projet 
rooms. These films portray scene 


in the Winter Garden. 

Columbia's contentien is that the 
main aspect of “The Jolson Story 
is the life of the singer, ana | 
scenes in the theatre is incidental 
to the main part of the story. 
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PRE-PRODUCTION ¥ 





GOLD IN THE 








Indicative of the heavy coin spent on advertising by the film indus- 


try for 


which the agencies are battling is the fact that a total of 


$8,022,361 was planked out for national magazines alone during 1946, 
Figures made available this week on the companies’ outlay in the mags 


ghow the following breakdown: 


Company 

1 RKO ee-ee 

9 Metro ...-«- 
8 United Artists 
4 

5 


eeeereeeeeeere 


ParaMOUNt aesseesseeees 
2Oth-FOX ceeoce-ve 
6. Columbia 
7. Warner Bros. 
8. Universal 
9. Republic ..... 


Life was the biggest taker- $1,.692.873- with Look in se 


with a total of $669,984. 


46 Total 
on Mags 
$2,325,113 
, 1.229.789 
Se ee ee ere 1,171,115 
K 1,032,079 

ce 921,514 

TrrerrrTr 417,232 
a eee ama ° 347,995 
315.320 


207,150 


‘ond spot 











—— 


d Agencies in Qu 


To Gain Lush 


A war for the major film accounts * 


has broken out among the ad agen- 
cies with battle growing even 
hotter as the outsiders, on the make 
for juicy pix biz, join in the gen- 
eral fray. The free-for-all, to date, 
is being waged in a strictly hush- 
hush atmosphere with accusations of 
personnel raiding and account 
snatching whispered rather than 
shouted. Chances of the tiff, however, 
keeping under cover much longer 
aren't great. 

While the contestants are chary on 


the 


identities it's known that such lead- | 


as J. Walter Thomp- 
son Co.: Foote, Cone & Belding: 
Donahue & Co.; and Buchanan & 
Co. figure in one way or another in 
the battle. Competition for accounts 
has been further accented by the 
avowed intention of Robert Orr & 
Associates, newly formed agency, to 
gun for film biz. It’s been learned 
that the Orr group has approached 
a number of top staffmen employed 
by the other agencies in the film line 
with fat salary offers in an effort 
to win them over to the new com- 
pany. ‘i 

Orr, it’s said, has built up a war 
chest of some $200,000 which it in- 
tends throwing into the fight for 
film biz. JWT also is understood to 
be prepared to spend heavy coin 

(Continued on page 27) 


Organizational Meets 
On MP. Foundation 


Preliminary meetings and confabs 
have been held in more than two- 
thirds of the exchange areas to set 
organizational conclaves for the Mo- 
tion Picture Foundation, Barney 
Balaban, chairman of the Temporary 
Steering Committee, has announced. 
In other exchange areas, cooperation 
has been pledged for early action, 
Balaban said. 

The Paramount prexy urged the 
industry to push the organizational 
meets in every sector of the country. 

t was important, he said, that na- 
tional trustees be elected in time to 
hold the first meeting of the board 
of trustees some time in May. 
ne said the following meet- 
ms have already been called with 

€ temporary chairmen as listed: 

Charlotte, N.C. April 14, H. F. 
Balan” Chicago, April 16, John 
City an and Ed Zorn; Salt Lake 

ee April 16, Sam Gillette and 

wg Barham: Albany, April 21, 
De we oemen and Neil Hellman; 
ebte Sines, April 21, Leo F. Wol- 
eae A. H. Blank; Minneapolis, 
Pron: 1, Charles Winchell, Harry 
ead = Harold Field. Benny Berger 
cub ed Bolnick; Pittsburgh, third 
thes fo April, Moe Silver and Mau- 

inkel; Omaha, May 5, Leo F. 
Son and A. H. Blank: and 
Pasig’ May 5-8 at convention of 
oi ae Conference of Inde- 
ee. heatre Owners, J. M. 


ing agencies 





’ >. 
Rep’s Mitchum Loan 
Hollywood, April 1. 
hum goes on a lozn- 
d O. Selznick te Lewis 


llestone and Charles K. Feldman 


at Re ‘eg 
Public for a t ae 
Pony” Star spot in “The 


Film ;. 
ae R the first for the new indie 
ep s : oe 
Color May .. will a i Techni- 





Robert Mi 
t . 
out from eck 


Film Co. Accounts 





| U’s 13-Week Net Dips 


Net profits for Un il sagged 
somewhat for the first quarter of 
| fiscal ‘47 under that of the equiva- 
lent period of °46. Company re- 


ported consolidated take of $756,543 
for the 13 weeks ended Feb. 1, 1947, 
after all charges including Federal 
tax bite, 

Profits compare with $934,506 
which U had garnered for the 
equivalent period of the year pre- 
vious. 


NLRB Rules Five 
~ Pic Firms ‘Unfair 


| 





Hollywood, April 1. 


National Labor Relations Board 
| yesterday (Mon.) handed down an 
|intermediate report in which five 


|major film companies and the As- 
lsociation of Motion Picture Pro- 
|ducers were found guilty of unfair 
labor practices 
| bia, Metro, 20th-Fox, Republic and 
| Warners, were ordered -to offer im- 
mediate and full reinstatement to 
all employees who were discrimi- 
nated against when they refused to 
take the jobs of the striking workers 
in the 1945 studio strike. Report by 
Mortimer Riemer, NLRB trial ex- 
aminer, which dismissed 
against RKO, affects 24 men, all 
members of local 44, Affiliated 
Property Craftsmen, and local 80 
(grips). : 

Full reinstatement means return to 
former jobs, or equivalent positions, 
without prejudice to their seniority 
or other rights and privileges. 17 of 
the 24 men were ordered reinstated 





vv 


15%, of That Is a Pretty Fancy Take 


| 
| 


iet Free-For-All z 


RIGINAL RUNS 


Current raft of reissues, originall, 
| rel -ased yy the majors a 
Stopgap fo1 the proauct shortage 
and with little hope that they wo 
Strike pay lirt, have t 
veritable pots of gold in many sit 
atl I Sevel il of tne old es OT tne 
ond time around have out 
ginal runs and the wa 
ve been causing the turnstile: 
to click has built up an entirely new 


facet of distribution in the industry 


Omly note of caution—and it's a 
negative one — sounded among 
the optimistic thoughts circulating 


among distribs who have yet to en- 
ter the reissue race is appended by 
execs of Film Classics, one of th 
first’ Organizations to specialize in 


marketing the oldies. While concur 
ring that there's plenty of gold ett 
in the reissues, they point o 

only in rare instances will an oldi 
outdistance the record chalked up 
in its original run as far as the 


seeing the film 
because many 
sues, wail getting booked 
still aren't enjoying 
playing time they 


customers 
That’s 


number ol 
is concerned 
of the relis 
into A houses, 
the cream 
originally had. 
“Thief of Baghdad,” Sir Alexan- 
der Korda production now being 
(Continued on page 18) 


Trans-Lux’s 2316 Net 


Trans-Lux Corp. net profits rose 
nearly $15,000 over a year ago. 


same 


|; company reporting $231,074 for 1946 


‘increase in 


as against $216,682 in 1945. 
Newsreel company reported an 
stock ticker projectors, 
are operated 
Ticker Corp. 


which 


Movie there, 


against 1,226 a year 


| There also was a comparable hike in 


stock ticker projectors run by 
Trans-Lux Corp., Ltd., and _ the 
‘movie news tickers operated by | 


Defendents Colum- | 


i“Cass Timberlane” 


charges | tions in 


Trans-Lux Corp. 


M THAR R 


MANY OUTROS. [MPA Tile Registry Not Weeping 
Over Savini Exit, Only 2d in 22 Yrs. 


+ No tears 


. partial! Loretta Young in ‘Rachel’ | 


| Film Set 


by Trans-Lux |} 
being | 
1,405 in operation as of last Dec. 31 | 
previously. | 


EISSUES 








Hollywood April l 
RKO signed Loretta Young for the 
tar spot Rachel,” slated 
tart in September with Jzck 
Gross and Richard Berger handling 

ns 

P vill be based on a story 
from the Howard Fast tome, “Pat- 


ick Henry and the Frigate’s Keel.” 


Pelton to Polish 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Fred Pelton, ho is retiring three 
months hence as manager of the 
labor relations department for the 


Assn. of Motion Picture 


will devote his time to the “Pelton 


System for Handling Motion Picture 


Sets.” Method eliminates the use of 
multiple stages for huge produc- 
tions. Understood Columbia, RKO 


System 


Producers, 


and J. Arthur Rank are interested | 


in the setup. 

| During the next three 
| Pelton will coach his’ successor, 
| Charles S. Boren, in the intricacies 
of studio labor. 


‘Hucksters’ Winds Up 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Conway, Metro 





Jack 


dot, without a day’s delay, although 


|of the Clark Gable-Deborah 
co-stzrrer. 


Picture drew more mag and daily | 
any Cul- 


newspaper coverage than 


‘ver City production in years. 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, April 1. 

Greer Garson checked in at Metro 
for added scenes for “A Woman of 
My Own.” Script for Metro’s 
calls for loca- 
Florida, Idaho, California 
and Minnesota ... Jeanette Mac- 
Donald reported at Metro to warble 
in French and German for foreign 


' versions of “Keep Young With Mu- 


|with back pay to March 19, 1945, | 


|while the remaining seven were or- 
| dered to receive back pay to Oct. 
| 31, 1945. Producers may file excep- 
tions to the report and have been 


| granted 10 days in which to do so, 


iby the board. 


PRC, E-L Pub-Ad Dept. 


Merged Under Youngstein 

Flack forces of PRC and Eagle- 
| Lion have been welded togeiher un- 
der the overall command of Max 
| Youngstein, E-L ad-publicity chief, 
‘it was disclosed following opening 
|of new offices Monday (31) in the 
|Bond Bldg.. New York. Operation 
‘is a streamlining one designed to 
‘erase overlapping functions of the 
'two companies, both of which are 
|subsids of Pathe Industries. Under 
the new setup, Harold Danson, PRC's 
top ad-pub man, becomes advertis- 
ing head for the two outfits. 

Jerry Pickman, E-L’s publicity 
topper, now takes over the chores 
'for PRC in addition to his E-L stint 
‘while Arthur Jeffrey, U-L’s head 
| field exploiteer, will also 
|PRC product. Rank-and-file of the 
two companies will work as one 
force on pix of both companies. 

Switch involves entire E-L sales 
and ad-pub staffers who vacated of- 
fices in the RKO Bldg. to set up 
their new h.o. PRC's _ flackery 
itrekked from the Pathe Bidg. leav- 
jing their sales force behind 


handle | 


sic.” Fay Bainter draws the 
mother role in “Off to Buffalo,” co- 
starring Pete Dailey and Martha 
Stewart at 20th-Fox ... Bob Beche, 
production manager for Comet, will 
do similar chores for the Pickford- 
Rogers-Cohn outfit, Triangle Produc- 
tions .. . Al Rogell brought Seymour 
Nebenzal’s “Heaven Only Knows” 
in at 9,700, with only 20 feet of film 
to cut .. . Roy Rogers washed up his 


chore for Walt Disney and returned | 
ito Republic 


for his next . oater, 
“Heart of Mexico.” ... PRC is start- 
ing a new “Gas House Gang” series, 
with “Gas House Kids Go West,” 
produced by Sam Baerwitz, the first 
to go. 

Paul Campbell gets the male lead 
in “Smoky River Serenade,” musi- 
cal oater to be produced by Colbert 
Clark at Columbia, starting April 
14...Four separate production units 
are working simultzneously on “Two 
Guys From Texas,” co-starring Den- 
nis Morgan, Jack Carson and Dor- 
othy Malone at Warners. ..Herbert 


J. Yates tossed a party to celebrate | 


Roy Rogers’ nine years on the Re- 
public lot, during which he has 
made 67 pictures...Murvyn Vye, 
currently in New York, draws one 
of the top roles in “Whispering 
Smith” at Pzramount...Carol For- 
man was handed the title role in the 
Republic cliffhanger, “The 
Widow.” starting this week with 
Mike Frankovich as producer. 
Eagle-Lion bought screen rights to 
“Missouri Legend,” produced on 
Broadway seven years ago, for early 
filming with Joseph Fields as pro- 


ducer...Sam Levene drew a fez- 
tured role in “Crossfire” at RKO. 
Ralph Ceder is freelancing after 


Black | 


| five years as a director at Metro... 
| Abby Berlin will direct “Blondie in 
| the Dough,” 21st film of the “Blon- 
die” series, starting this week at 
| Columbia Warners’ purchased 
| “Rainbow Mountain,” a tale of gold 
mining in California in 1898, au- 
|thored by Stephen Longstreet... . 
| Pine-Thomas signed a contract for 
office space in the forthcoming ad- 
ministration building on the Nas- 
sour lot, in addition to stage space 
| elready under lease...Next starrer 
|for William Elliot on the Republic 


‘lot will be “Monterey,” recently 
purchased by the studio for pro- 
duction ahd direction by Joseph 


Kane. 
| Elliott Nugent to direct “Ever the 
| Beginning,” which Milton Sperling 
will produce for relezse by Warners. 
Lilli Palmer is the only thesp signed 
| thus far. 

Preston ¥oster inked by Allied 
Artists for the male lead opposite 
| Belita in “Hunted,” directed by Jack 

Bernhard....Alan Young, between 
radio chores, will play a romantic 
role in “Off to Buffalo” at 20th-Fox 
.... John Sutton, recently released 
by 20th-Fox, moved over to Eagle- 
Lion for a heavy role in “Captain 
Casanova”....Roy R6wland direct- 
|ing retakes for “To Kiss and to 
Keep,” Gene Kelly-Marie McDonald 
|co-starrer, at Metro....Merian C. 
Cooper grabbed a one-picture Tech- 
nicolor commitment for his next 
Argosy production, a western, still 
untitled... Zachary Scott draws the 
male lead in “Whiplash,” produced 
by William Jacobs and directed by 
Lew Seiler for Warners ...Marlo 
Dwyer, Broadway actress, makes 
her film bow in “Crossfire” at RKO. 

Ray Nazarro, director of Colum- 
bia’s “Assigned to Treasury,” is on 
‘his way home from Shanghai after 
a month of location shooting.... 
Robert Cummings draws the male 
spot 


' 


star 


months 


Kerr 


in “Sleep My Love,” first | 


were being 


Motion Picture Assn. last week over 
resignation from tl tit! registra- 
tien bureau of Robert Savini’s Astor 
Pictures Corp Savini “repeatedly 
showed lack of desire to operate 
in observing the rules of the agree- 
ment he had signed according to 
Margaret Ann Young lirector of 
the registratior bureau ind well 
might have faced disciplinary action 
had he not chosen to pull out 
Strangely enough, 2 years of 


operation of the title registration 
service, only two producers have 
resigned—and both i ynne week. A 
few days prior to Savini’s move, 
Bryan Foy, production topper for 
Eagle-Lion, handed in a notice for 
his company, claiming the majors 
had too many titles blocked up. Ad- 
herence to the title burea is an en- 
i tirely voluntary act 

Immediate cause of Savin vith- 
ijrawal was his failure to get pri- 
ority on the label, “Road to Holly- 
wood,” which he wanted to put on 
1 combo of four old Bing Crosby 
shorts reedited into a feature. Para- 
mount had registered the moniker 
|last May and Savini in August, 
when he signed the bureau agree- 
ment. He was therefore put in first 
|reserve position and might have 
;come into the title at the end of 
this year if Par didn’t have its film 


in production by that time. 
Savini announced he was going to 


use the title despite Par’s priority 
and the latter naturally let out a 
holler. Savini then, as a gag, regis- 


| tered “Road to Paramount” and Par 


director, | 
brought “The Hucksters” in on the 


the lot swarmed with magazine 
writers through most of the filming | 


Par 


squawked again. He Claimed 
had preempted all “Road to . 
titles, but MPA files disclose others, 
such as 20th-Fox’s registration of 
“Road to Glory.” 

Savini had previously been in hot 


| water with the MPA over label 
“Kilroy Was Here.” He tried to 
register it last October and, when 


| 





picture to be produced by Triangle, | 


the Mary Pickford-Buddy Rogers- 
Ralph Cohn outfit. 


{ 


he discovered five other companies 


| had tied it up ahead of him, he an- 


nounced he was going to use it any- 


| way. 


Arthur W. Kelly’s General Mo- 
tion Picture Co. had priority, hav- 
ing registered “Kilroy” in August. 
Backed up behind Kelly, in order of 
claim, were Par, RKO, Warner Bros. 

(Continued on page 20) 


Sudden Hollywood Yen 
For Dostoievsky’s P.D. 


Russian “The Brothers 
Karamazov,” after sitting on library 
shelves for some 66 years, has sud- 
denly become the object of a tug-of- 
war between Metro and Samuel 
Goldwyn. Metro’s announcement 
recently of plans to make _ the 
Dostoievsky novel as a high-budg- 
eter, starring Robert Taylor and Van 
Heflin, brought cries from Goldwyn 
that he held prior rights to the 
work, which is in public domain. 

According to records of the Mo- 
tion Picture Association's title regis- 
tration bureau, which treats pub- 
lic domain works same as originals, 
Goldwyn did have priority from 
May, 1944, until Dec. 31, 1945, but 





classic, 


, 


failed to renew his registration. 
Metro, as second on the list, then 
moved up to _ priority position. 


Goldwyn was notified at the time, 
MPA states, but failed to take action. 

Goldwyn registered title in 1944 
and got an automatic renewal 
through 1945 because no one else 
wanted the yarn. Metro registered 
it in June, 1945, and _ inherited 
priority Jan. 1, 1946, since Goldwyn 
indicated no interest. Metro asked 
for and received a sixmonth exten- 
sion from Jan. 1, 1947, under MPA 
rules which permit such an exten- 
sion if a studio gives evidence of in- 
tention to put the picture in produc- 
tion during that period. 

Unless Metro actually has the film 
in production before July 1, classic 
will go to David O. Selznick, who 
registered for it Nov. 15, 1946. After 
him is Walter Wanger, who sent in 
his application just a few weeks ago, 
March 18. 

Goldwyn claims he has a com- 
pleted screenplay by Sidney Howard 
and it is possible he'll force the 


dispute with Metro into arbitration.’ 


shed by the 














YouR NEW HIT FROM THE 
“TWO YEARS’ -“BLUE SKIES’ - 
“CALIFORNIA” COMPANY IS: 


BOB HOPE 


DOROTHY 


w ith, 
PETER LORRE: LON CHANEY 
Produced by DANIEL DARE 
Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 


Original Screen Play by Edmund Beloin ana Jack Rose 
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That’s the winning jingle the nation’s boxoffices are writing 


‘As first dates prove it’s the world’s all-time favorite 
Bob Hope show, 


Topping even “Beaucaire’s’ record highs in Atlanta, Boston, 
| New Orleans, etc. 


e 


Thanks to that billion-ad-message, $75,000 prize jingle contest 


_ Plus coast-to-coast praise like “new highs in fun’ (N.Y. News) — 
| “the best Hope ever made’(L. A. Examiner)— 


“Season’s top comedy’ (N. Y. Jour.-Amer.)— Hope’s antics 
never better” (H’ wood Citizen-News) ! 
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ig } PICTURE GROSSES VARIETY Wednesday, merit 2; 18477 
L. Avs. atks Time Pre-Easter; Locket’ | House’ Smash $23,000, |Brnnatta Strong $36,000 Paces Det: 


Lusty $50,000 in 5 Spots, Dorseys 


306, 4; Brunette’ Strong 366, 2d Wk. 


St. Louis; ‘Yours’ 186 


St. Louis, April ie 
Of new pictures this week, “The 
Red House,” teamed with “The Thir- 
' teenth Hour,” looks best bet this ses- 
| sion, with “I'll Be Yours” second best 
newcomer, 
Estimates for This Week _ F 
| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-75) 
—‘T'll Be Yours” (U) and “Beat the 





Bhlyn’ Stout 186, ‘Bedelia’ Wow 17¢ 


Detroit. Apri] } 
“Favorite Brunette” is reacting f: 
vorably to 4 smash Publicity pyiny 
and easy winner h 
the Michigan, “Tt 





Key City Grosses 





Los Angeles, April l. ¢ 
Overall first-run outlook this 
Stanza is light, with only two new 
bills. Majority of houses are ex- 
tending their holdover runs to 
bring in new shows over the week- 
end with arrival of paeoet ogg ee This Week $682,000 
All theatres were badly hi as ‘ m1 
= but things appear a bit (Based on 18 mantras) 
brighter this stanza because of Last Year ...... +++ «+$693,000 
Easter holilay week for schools. ‘Based on 16 theatres) 
“The Locket” is pointing for lusty | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 











Band” (RKO). Fancy $18,000. Last Estimated Total Gross 


Brooklyn,” at the Palms-State. j 























$50,000 in five houses, most of them | 


| 
small-seaters. “Fabulous Dorseys” | ¢ ? 
looks to do neat $36,000 or close in | st 
four spots. Brightest spot among Ca ; ; 
holdovers is “Favorite Brunette” 
with likely $38,000. strong for two 
locations. “Carnival in Costa Rica” 
appears slow $34,000 in second 
Stanza for four situations, “Hap- 
pened in Brooklyn” is equally light 
at $31.000 in three spots for second 
round, 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (FWC) (600: 

“Locket” (RKO) and 


Baltimore. April 1. 
action in severa 


Some spotty 


* > Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: eee 
e “Jolson Story” (Col) (m.0.), Trim 
a 0; uy $8,000 after $10,000 for third stanza | 


houses this ‘week lifting Holy Week | .. ; sa , se rerything’s off right down | 
: pgm, $: ) after é $35,000 openin solace, Everything’: & 

50-$1) —/} lull here. Best effort is being regis- 30,000 after wham $ »p gs 

“Code _ of | tered by “Beast With Five Fingers’ 


week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par) and This Week ........,.$3,119,000 Se with "Thou ice. Bedelia,” 
“Big Town” (Par), $16,000. SD gar (Based on 22 cities, 201 thea- doing remarkably well at the Us 48 
' Fox (F&M) (5,000; pres Call. tres, chiefly first runs, tmeluding Artists, Generaliy business ic feelin 
| fornia hg 2, S + ot Big $18, N. ¥.) the pinch of Holy Week. g 
toes in (3.172: 60-75)—“Red Total Gross Same Week , Estimates for This Week 
House me UA ) and “Thirteenth Hour” Last Year +.» «83,286,000 | Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95) 
! (Col . Grand $23,000. Last w eek,! (Based on 24 cities, 200 theatres) | “Jolson Story” (Co]) (13th wk) 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and “Blondie’s | ——_____ —_—___-,8ee  HOldINg its steady pace aj $7.500 Last 
Big Moment” (Col) (2d wk), socko| | week, $7,600, 
$25.000 


> | ari : 
lis: acs at acted 2 | * “ i » t : 00 al ~ —_ , ited Detroit) 
i SS Omi 54 ’ « 7 i (o.. 4 “J J— ‘as be P p ” 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO) and ‘oa ] Ips; Car (WB )’ and “Brute Man* (PRO ES, 
of South” (RKO) (24 w kK). Solid | wk). Fair $12,000, L,; st week ~ 
$10,000 on second run, Last week. an 


$15,000 — 
919,000, 

fine $11,000. Downtown (Balaban ) 2 683; 70-95) 
Cagre 3 “One Million B. C.” (FC) and “Of 


Mice and Men” (FC) ‘reissues ), Sur. 
prising $13,000. Last week, “San 
Quentin” (SGP) and “Death Valley” 
‘SGP) (reissues) (2d wk). fair $9,000 

Fox (Fox-Michigan ) (5,100; 70.95} 
—“Michigan Kid” (U) and “Wake Up, 
the line. Only one new picture in| Dream” (20th). Passable 318.000, 


at this house. Current stanza is Pittsburgh, April 1. 
eighth downtown. 


- Holy Week doldrums are no worse 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 90-$1.50)— Ye we NS 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Great | than usual this year bu lat’s smé 


session. 





ee town, and that's “Secret Heart,” at Last week, Framed” (Col) and "is 
West” (RKO). Good $5,000. Last | at the Stanley “Swell Guy” at ’ ° Penn, which is on), SO-s0. “Jolson sarette Gir] (Col ), SOlid $33,000. 
week, “Buck Privates Come Home” | Keith’s and “Carnival in Costa Rica Brunette Favorite In Story” still holding up fairly well at | _ Madison (United Detroit ) (1.866: 
(U). and “Devil on Wheels” (PRC) | at the -New also are attracting okay : 90-60)—“Blue Skies 
(2d wk-5 days). small $1,900. | biz. ‘ 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 90-$1) —/j} 


Estimates for This Week 
“Locket” (RKO) and “Code of West” 


Century (Loew’s-UA ) (3,000; 20- 


. . . the ; Pai yand “Sun. 
Senator, being the best of the run — 
Dilenm i>." “Smash-Up” is close be- | bonnet Sue” (Mono). Over average 
Buff., Hot 216; Pilgrim Rind ot tine Ue” te $2,800 in 3 days, | 


|} hind at Harris. ast week, “Rage in 


Kid’? N; | Estimates for This Week acaven” | (M-G) and “Never Say 
(RKO). Nifty $7,500. Last week. | 60)—“Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue). Only 146: Kid Nice 5G pects od ae 1.20-$2 40). | Geedbye (WB), $2,406 in 3 days, 
“Buck Privates” ‘(y) and “Devil Mild $12,000. Last week, “Stairway | ’ Art Cinema = (260; $ .2£0-$2. “ eA i Michigan (United Detroit ) (4,039; 
Wheels” (PRC) (2d wk-5 days), dull to Heaven” (U), $12.30. rs Buffalo. April 1. “Henry Vv” (WU) (4th wk). Hit ee | 70-95 )— Favorite Brun tte (Par) 
$2.100. Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240;; Theatres took « beating last week early in week by snow storm. -4- and Seven Were Saved (Par). Ter. 
Beverly (FWC) (1,352; S1-1.80)— | 95.79). cokes” (RKO) (aq wk)| when storm tied up the town for | have to be salsfied with around $4,- rific $36,000. Last week 
“Best Years” (RKO) (14th wk). | 


| Plus “Ge ineties” rey Stage 
Smart $8,500 or near. Last week, | RUS pny Ninets ter an nirnn 
$10.600, getaway 15 
Beverly Hills Mus’ce Hall (G&S- | SG away fe $15,200. 
Blumenfeld) (824: 65-$1)—“Fabulous 60)—“Su ’s “ing” (Par) 
Dorseys” (UA) and “Little fodine” | Starts tome ints. et airi 
(UA ). Neat $5,000. Last week, “Red | week of “Swel] Guy” (U) at $12,000 
House” (UA) ‘4th wk), oke $3.200. | Last week. “Smash-Up” (U) (24 wk) 
Bruin (FWC) (876: 50-$1) 3 | big $10,500 
“Smash-Up” (U) (3q wk) and} Mayfair (Hicks) (9g0- 
“Gentleman Joe Palddka” (Mono) | .,, ie a i seats bs 
$3709 Good $3,000. Last week, | “Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) (a1) 
$3.700. 7 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1.518: 50- | >7,200 
$1)—“Locket” (RKO) and “Code | un. ‘Por : 
West” «RKO), Nice $7,500. Last | Carnival in 


Costa Rica” (20th) 


week, % 
da, so Daub ao 5.300 
Chinese (Grauman-WC ) (2.048: : y hg nage 


90-$1) — “Carniv: ‘ost : rT 

‘2oth) ga carnival “$9,500. “ISast | Prisingly’ good $15,000. Last ‘week 

week. mild $12.000. ang. | S€COnd of “Favorite Brunette” (Par) 
Downtown (WB) (1.800: 50-$1)- fancy $12.70. 

“Pursued” (WB) (3d wk). Just $12. Town ‘Rappaport ) (1,600; 90-$1.50 

000. Last week. down to $18,000, | =, pest Years RKO) (2d wk) 
Downtown Music Hall ‘Blumen- | St’ong $27,000 after 

feld) (872: 55-$) —"Fabulous Dor- | Opener. 

SsCys” (UA) and “Little Iodine” 


irene 
(UA). Bright $20,000. Last week, 


gred House” (UA) (4th wk). $7. Miss Pilgrim’ 1136, Mont’ | 


~~ eyptian--«FWC ) (1.538: 50-$1)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fair $9,000. Last week, dull 
$12.000. 

El Rey (FWC) ‘861: 50-$1) — comer 
“Locket” (RKO) and “Code West” | Capitol. 
(RKO). Neat $6,500. Last week, 
“Buck Privates” ‘U) and “Devil 
Wheels” (PRC) (2d wk) (5 days), 
$2.600, 


Four Star (AU-WC) (900: 50-$1) 
—‘Bedelia” (E-L) (2d wk), Okay 
$4,500. Last week, nice $6,600. 

Guild (Fwc) (968: $1-$1.80) — 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3q wk). 
Steady $12,000. Last weck, $13,000, 

Hawaii ‘G&S-Blumenfeld ) (956; 
50-$1) — “Fabulous Dorseys” (UA) 
and “Little Iodine” (UA). 
$6,000. Last week. “Red 
(UA) (4th wk). $3,300. 


Montreal, April 1. 


with nice 


Pilgrim” (20th ). 








wk), $10,500, 
gimperial (CT) 


$4,500. Last week, hefty $5,700. 


Brisk | $13,000 after hefty $13,500 last week 
House” 





siogenes, (WB) (3d wk). Near | week. 
.000. ast week, fair $13.600. 
Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- Man tcess (CT) 
feld) (475: 50-85)—“Fabulous Dor- 
ithe é “Little 

( - Nice $5,000. Last week, “Red | « * ” 

Mew” (UA) (4th wk). okay $2,500. Falcon’s Adventure (M-G), $8,000 


Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85) —“Smash- Br re 
Up” «U) ‘3d wk) and “Palooka” 
(Mono) (2d wi). Good $4,500. Last “Renegade Gir)" (SG) 
week, nice $5,800. Nice $22,000. 

Loew's State (Loew-WC) (2,404: | $29,500. > 
50-$1 \— “Costa Rica” (20th) (2d wk). 
pul $12,000. Last week, mere $17.- | 451 





(2d wk) 








>; 50-$1 \—"Favorite Brunette’ 

Los Angeles ‘D'town-WC) (2.097: week, stout $19,400. 
50-$1) ~ “Happened in Brooklyn” Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890 
(M-G) (2d wk). Only $13,000. Last 50-80)—“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) ¢ 
week, $20,500. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1) — (2d wk), Modest $11,000. La 
“Costa Rica” (20th) (24 wk). Nice okay $17,500. 
$6.000. Last week, $7,000. Ritz (FWC) 

Mareal (G&S) ‘900: 50-$1)—“Fan- | “Smash-Up” 
tasia” ‘RKO) (reissue) (2d Wk). | “Palooka” (Mono) (24 wk). 
Sock $9.500. Last week. record $10,- | $6,000. Last week, nice $7,700. 


st week 








(1,370; 


Million Dollar (‘D town) 


(2.420: | “Smash-Up” ) k) ¢ "Wel fee : 
50-85) — “Mienty peg, Smash-Up” (U) (3d ye iat E&-| issues). Mild Sets Last 


I q (M-G) looka” (Mono) (2d wk ). 

and Gallant Bess” (M-G) (2d wk). | 000. Last week, okay $4,700. 

Oke $5,500. Last week. nice $9,200. | United. Artists (UA-WC) 
Orpheum ‘D'town-WC) 


(2.210: 50-$1 )—“Smash-Up” (U) and “Pa. 
Won 7yocket” (RKO) and “Gode | ka” « 3d w ‘ 
Good $23,000, Last | 100k” (Mono) (3d wk), Good $10,-. 


West” (RKO). 
week, “Buck 
“Devil on Wheels” 
5 days), $8,500. 


000. Last week, sturdy $13,700. 
Privates” (U) and | Uptewn (FWC) 
(PRC) (24 wk a ~ 


$6.000. Last week, good $8,100 


Palaces (D'town-WC) (1,237; $1-! Vogue (FWC) (885; $1.20-1.80)— 
1.80)— est Years” (RKO) (10th | “Duel in Sun” (SRO) 
wk). Sturdy $18,000. Last week, | Solid $10,500. Last week, $10,000 


stout $20,100 but below hopes 
Pantages (Pan) 

“Si¢bad Sailor” ‘RKO) (3d wk) and! wk). Dull $9,000 

“Millie’s Daughter” (Col) (2d wk). | 200. 

Fair $11,000. Last week, pleasant | Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)— 

$16,300. 


“Pursued” ‘WB) (3d wk). Down 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— | to $8,500. Last week, okay $13,500, 


Brunette” (Par) and | but below expectancy, 


Wilshire (FWC) 


| Fairly good $13,000 after an all-right | big coin going to “Favorite Brunette” 
Keith's (Schanberger ) (2,460; 20. | 


fairish 


25-55 )— | 
Mild $5,000 after fairish opener at 
New (Mechanic) ; 1,800; 20-60 )— 
sti. : -| Last week. “It’s a Joke, Son” (E-L) | Rica” (20th) to cash in, Nice $7,000 

“Magic Bow” (U) 124 wk-6 | Stout $10,000. Last week, “Brasher 


sock $32,000 $6,000. 


Mostly holdovers this week, With | 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” top new- 
i session at the 


, c b 
Capit Cty 20" aang | Tall $15,000, ‘Lake’ Hot 
Fair $11,500. Last | 
week, “Strange Woman” (UA) (2d 


( (1,850; 30-50) — 
‘San Quentin” ‘RKO) and “Beat | : ’ 
the Band” (Col) (24 wk). Okay | Uct nothing to Write home about. 


Loew's (CT) (2.800: 35-67 —““Jo]- 
son Story” (Col) (7th wk). Good 


Palace (CT) (2.300. 35-63)—“Se.. | OUS holiday season putting emphasis 


cret Heart” (M.G) (2d wk). Neat | on church-going is accounting for 
Hollywood (WR) (2.756; 50-$1)— $14,000 after solid $16,500 @Pening | Most of Jul]. 


Sy au: 38-63) —| State are the tec ‘ 5 bills with 
an I Love” (WB) and “Beat the Cy aed pea “eaders, and hould 


epee - | do fairly well, Other houses are ‘ , : 
Iodine” we “Mighty MeGurk® ry) ua just marking time until after Easter, | Of “Best Years, Fe upped scale. is 


a” (1,200; 30-40) — “Rue Madeleine” 


Eat) 2d wk). Trim $16,000. “Lect | —"Sister Kenny” RKO) and “Re-|der on Dia 


3d | 
wk) and “Millie's Daughter” (Col) | 


50-$1 )— ohene Wolf” (WB) (reissues), Slow 
(U) (3d wk) and 
Okay 


JS M —'Stole 
| Studie City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— | 


(1,719; 50-$1)— 
| -Costa Rica” (20th) (2d wk). Fine 
H 1 


(13th wk). | die’s Holiday” (Col), Nice $17,000, | “Brother Taiks to Horses” 
| Last week, “Stairway to Heaven” | Fast $21,000. Last week, “Lady in | —“Easy Come” (Par). Good eer 
. h (2,296; 50-$1 )— | ‘U) and “Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col), | Lake” (M.G) and “Blondie’s Holi- | Last week, “California” (Pai 
(2,812; 50-$1)— “Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d | $16,000. P i 
- Last week. $12,- | 


. “Sinbad 
(RKO) and “Fall Guy” 


.| two days. 


Biz still is spotty, with | 000. Last week. solid $5,000, virtu- | Sailor” 
| ally capacity, (Mono) (24 wk), solid $25 000. 

It is smash. | Fulten (Shea) (1,700; 90-$1.40)— Paims-State (United Detroit) (2. 
Estimates for This Week “Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk ), Switch | 976: 70-95 )\—“Happened in Brooklyn” 


; at Great Lakes. 


| s : ran. -70)-— , 1n policy from reserved performances (M-G ) and “Little Mister Jim” (M. 
Pons Na OR oa to grind helping week-day mats. Slid.|G » Stout $18,000. Last week, “Angel 
-| lash” (20th 7 Only $14,000 Last ing to around $20,000. Last week, and Badman (Rep) and “Threé on 


*} week, “Pursued” (WB), $16,000, | $22,500. * . jane phew oe ot i 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) | Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-79)— q 941: 70 95 —"“Bed i: " 
—"Favorite Brunette” (Par). Smzsh | ““Smash-Up” (U) (2d wk). Holdover “Ie a J k So 9 OR L) Neat $17 
- | $21,000. Last week, “Boomerang” | will be limited to 5 days because 000. “ nas e, . ek “GS d lala It's 
(20th), $15,000. ithree Costa Rican beauty winners | © 2 3 oy se The "a 1 s 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 40-70 —"Pur- | are coming to town and management | * ie Ing 9 = — 15 ane rulity 
sued” (WB) (m.o.). Okay $7,000. | wants to open “Carnival in Costa! (Mono) (24 wk), okay $15,000, 


Detroit) 
(E-L) and 





and “Bedelia” (E-L), ditto. *| On top of solid $15,000 last week, 


-_ Lafayette (Basi) ) (3,100; 40-70)—| Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300: 40-70 )— ‘DC SAGGING ALBEIT 
‘ : WW SS < 25-75 )— “Michigen Kid” (U) and “Blind | “Secret Heart” (M-G). Holy Week’s | . 
Rica” | Beast With 5 Fingers” (wR) Sur- 


| Spot” (Col ). Fairly good $15,000, | bad enough but notices were worse, | 


>| Last week. “Johnny O'Clock” (Col) | Meagre $17,000. Last week, second 


FRAMED’ OKE $12,000 
b 
*|and “Cigarette Girj” (Col) (2d wk ), | of “Favorite Brunette” (Par), $12,000. , 
| $10,000. |) Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—“Favorite With no trong mete. April bol 
'| Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— | Brunette” (Par) (m.o. ). Third down. | Pda ta bie town's imid-town 
- | “Boomerang’ (20th) (m.o.). Stout town week hit $3,000, not too bad. Last ch, “ tres “atifi 4 in the doidrums 
Last week, “Les Miserables” | week. “Pursued” (WB), also a third | Sole gk. hens i tine ‘te te 
| (20th) and “Stanley & Livingstone” week m.o., $2,500. | pole. brig t Spo aoe et 
Seats cm The 3 _ ” Best Years currently big in its 
| (20th) ‘reissues ), $3,500. | Senator (Harris) (1.750; 40-70)~ third a t RKO Keith's. with 
| 20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; | “Jolson Story” (Col) (7th wk). Stil] “Fr: ae ” Met litan trailing 
| 90- 1.50 )\—“Best Years” (RKO) (2d holding up and eould probably keep r py = . a kable well at this 
|Wk). Big $27,000 after sock $36,000 | on going indefinitely but bookings male os remarka y whe 
|last week, "| Will force it out of Golden Triangle {*®™* crouse. ; 
at end of this stanza. Will do around | Estimates for This Week 


. $5,900, about same as last week. qc apitel (Loew's) (3,434: 44-80)~ 
L ville Slow But “An el’ | Stantey (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Cali- | “swell Guy” (U) plus vaude. Mod- 
g | fornia” (Par) (2d wk). Holding up | est $20,000, despite tab revue on 





Carson” 
Earle 








“Angel and Badman” 
; at Rialto and “Lady in Lake” at 








; Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 


| well and might do $14,000, which is | stage. Last week, “Ladies Man" 
of euner,, (WB) (2,000; 40-70)—*Song | Columbia (Loew's) (1,263: 44-70) 
y ‘ ) Of South” (RKO) (24 wk), Great | —“Boomerang” (20th) (2d run), 
176; Doubloon’ Only AG $1.5 ath) 
hit it hard but did fine $15,000. (PRC) (reissue). ave ae 
Pace is slow this week, witn prod. oe ee | (WB) (2,154: -8! 
2 § ? / 000. Last week, “That Way With 
Department Stores were crowded Prov. Perky; Guy Swell | Women” (WB), $16,000 
Sat 29 , d ‘ . ; 
cuses had plenty” Lien, mot $16,000 Hardy Rousing . Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Hold- 
: : ing well, and still town's champ at 
| . Lod 
; Providence, April 1. | Week, $37,000. 
Loew's meet leading et new t “Henry V” (UA) (19th wk)” Okay 
Pe A eushs at Andy $5,000. Lest week, nearly same. 
i on i> ”" (Col). Fancy $12,000. 
+ a aoe Majestic looks stout with | Last moon “Angel and. Badman 


| fine. Last week, great $22,500. (Par) plus véude, about same. 

000 or over. Last week. weather | Moderate $7,000. Last week. “Kit 
Louisville, April 1, 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col). Light $17,- 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,838: 90-$1.50)— 
houses had plenty of room. Religi- 
, | $30,000. New policy of special kids’ 
216, Years 386, 2d scale is not having much effect. Last 
Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
Hardy.” RKO’'s Albee second week Metropolitan (WB) (1.153: 44-70) 
‘Rep), ditto, 





Estimates for This Week | 


| (20th) and “Pilgrim Albee (RKO) (2,200: 90-$1.50)— | 


Lady” (Rep) 


: ‘ ’ ° 
: ;| {m.0.). Mild $3,500. Last week, | “Best Years” (RKO) (24 wk). Solid La rl $ 
Last week, Sturdy | “Wonderful Lin ‘RKO)  (m.o.), | $38,000. Last week. hot $48,000. Lake B ght 15,000, 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- | $4,000. 


. Carlton (Fay-Loew ) (1,400; 44-65) 
; Kentucky (‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) —"“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) and “Mur- 


mond Row” (FC) (reis- 





Denver; ‘Prentiss’ 206 


‘ Denver. April 1. 
Doing fairly well a $5,500. ee agt : fas ’ “Nora 
Last week, “Kit Carson” ‘PRC) and! Biz is offish pan OF three 
Fe iad + | Prentiss” ig not too good at th 
$3,000 pe of Mohicans” (PRC) POMNUES) | Scodeen “Lady in Lake” is fairly 

3, | (2d w e $8 yon rg: ar ty g 
| Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: Fey's ree ot, 44-65 )—*Rop- | Nice. “Jolson Story breaks or ~ad 
| 40-60) — “Seg Hawk” (WRB) and ing Home” (SG) and ‘vaude on staxe, | "ecord here by | going “life rt is 

OU) ¢ « ste ° ; l ° 7 
Healthy $7,500. Last week, “Sioux now playing ti ae downtown 
(3d wk), fancy $6,500. «Majestic 72) 804, vaude y+ a | session at the Rizlto. 

‘Stole Milton ey 2800: 40-60) “Swell Guy” (y) and “Notorious Estimates for This Week 
Cheat An Honest Man” tt) — Gentleman” ‘U). Nice $16,000. Last Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: oe 
: . week week, “That Way With Women” “Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Last 
| “Michigan Kid” (U) and “Dead of | ‘WB) and “Devil on Wheels” (PRC ). | $12,000 and holds a fourth. 
Night" UY), lively $8,000 oke $16,000. | week, big $15,000. + =09- 35-74) 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: |. Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- Broadway (Cinema) — "after 
40-60) — “Angel and Badman” 65)—“Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and —“Dead Reckoning” og as 
| (Rep) and “Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep), | The Guilty” Rep). So-so $10,500. ; week at Denver, Esquire, \ “Lowe 

turdy $15,000. Last week, “Rue Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and | Fair $5,000. Last oa eek, » and 
Madeleine” (20th) and “Pilgrim “Hard Boiled Mahoney” (Rep) (3d | Laughs Andy Hardy (M-G ‘k) 4 
Lady” (Rep), pleasing $16,000. wk), $8,000. |“Carevan Trail” (PRC) ‘4th w ive 

State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60) State (Loew ) (3,200: 44-65 '—"“Love | days, fine + $5,000, pulled to 8 
“Lady in Lake” ‘M-G) and “Bion. | Laughs Andy Hardy” ‘M-G) and| house Tuesda opening 


—_—a 
‘M-G).| Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70 


| turn Monte Carlo” ‘Col). Medium sues), 
$2,500. Last week, “Secret Heart” 
(M-G) and “Jungle Princess” (Par). 


. 
, 





. Last week, “Pursued” (WB) 


























| day” (M-G). strong $22,000. ' wk), $8,000, ee. 98.94)—0 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) ‘1,200: | Strand ‘Silverman ) (2.200: 44-65) Denver (Fox) (2,525; ™ ft tion 
40-60) —“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) | —“Ladies’ Man” (Par) and “Seven | “Nora Prentiss” (WB) and ve 7 Es- 
and “Wanted for Murder” (20th). | Were Saved” (Par). ‘Mono), day-date with Es 
Modest $4.000. Last week, 


) Looks to do | Days” : ast 
: _ “Easy | nice $14,000 or near. Last week, “Per. | quire. Webber. Nice $14,000 v a 
| Come {Par) and “Gentleman Joe | fect Marriage” (Pay) and “Blind | week, “Dead Reckoning” ‘¢ at 
-' Palooka (Mono), $5,500. i Spot” (Col), fairly good $12,000. ‘Continued on page 18) 
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Holdovers Dull Chi 


Trim $26,000, Smash-Up’ Big 246, 2d: 


: ‘Bedelia’ - Ride 





Chicago, April 1. * 


Average week of biz is indicated, 
with holdovers in all loop houses ex- 
cept for twin bill at Palace, Bede- 
lia” and “Devil Thumbs Ride, 
which looks like trim $26,000, and 
two reissues, “Scarlet Pimpernel” 
and “Return of Scarlet Pimpernel, 


t the Rialto. ' i 
; Of holdovers, third week of Bey 
Favorite Brunette,” with King. Co e 
Trio heading stagebill, at Chicago, 
appears a stalwart $55,000. Second 
frame of “Red House with Jerry 
Lester and Jan August topping 
stageshow at Oriental, looks fancy 
$50,000, Second eek of ‘Smash-Up” 
is big $24,000 at Grand. “Best Years 
int current frame (15th) : 
handsome with $33,000 at Woods. 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—‘‘Jolson 


ry” (Col) (14th wk). Healthy 
$20,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95 \—"“Fa- | 
vorite Brunette” (Par) (3d wk), 
with King Cole trio on stage. Stal- 
wart $55,000. Last week, strong 
$60,000. 


arrick (B&K) (900; 95)—“13 Rue 
Medeleine” (20th) (2d wk). Fancy 
$18,000. Last week, big $22,000. 
Grand (RKO) . 41,500; 95) — 
“Smash-Up”’ 
000. Last week, potent $30,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95) 
—“Red House” (UA) (2d wk) and 
Jerry Lester and Jan 
stage. Fancy $50,000. Last week, big 
$59,000 but less than expected. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—‘‘Bede- 
lia” (E-L) and “Yevil 
Ride” (RKO). Trim $26,000. 
week, “Affairs Bel Ami” (UA) and 
“Beat Band” (RKO), fair $16,000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95) — 


“Séarlet Pimpernel” (FC) and “Re- | 


turn of Scarlet Pimpernel” (FC) 
(reissues). Tolerable $9,500. Last 
week, “Daniel Boone” (Indie) and 
“Windjammer” (Indie) (reissues), 
$8.500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95) — |; 
“Pursued” (WB) (3d wk). Neat $20,- 
000. Last week, same. ‘ 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95) — 
“Yearling” (M-G) (6th wk). Fair 


$21,000. Last week, trim $24,000. _ 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95) 
—‘Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $18,000. Last week, tidy 
$20.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (15th wk). 
Still handsome ut $33,000. Last week, 
$32,000. 


Hub Holding Up Nicely; 
‘Reckoning’ Tall 446, 
‘Spring’ Brisk at 286 


Boston, April 1. 
“Dead Reckoning” at 
Loew houses is pacing the city this 





week by a considerable margin. 
Other theatres are okay but not 
nearly so sock. “Suddenly It's 


Spring” looks second best bet. 
Estimates for This Week 
Besten (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Tarzan Huntress” (Col) plus Phil 
Brito, Milt Herth trio, Watson sis- 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley. Nice 
. Last week, “Boomerang” 
(20th) with Sonny Dunham orch, 
Vivian Blaine, others, $28,000. 
Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)— 
Best Years Lives” (RKO). (14th 
Wk). Off to $10,000 but still good. 
week, $11,000. 
wt emway (M-P) (1,373; 40-70)— 
ueast Five Fingers” (WB) and 
Hit Parade '47” (Rep). Okay $9,000. 


Sst week, “Angel and Badman” 
(Rep) and “Her Sister's Secret” 
(PRC), $10,000. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— 


*Adventuress” (E-L) and “Born to 

Speed” (PRC) (3d wk). Stout $8,000 

after big $10,000, second. 

ogemerial (RKO) (2,800; 40-80)— 
inbad (RKO) and “Great to Be 

fine (Col) (24d wk). In 8 days 

f ~ $24,000 after good $27,000 on 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
=. suddenly It’s Spring” (Par) and 
a uilty.” Second best bet in town 
ite a $28,000. Last week, “Favor- 
inet ne (Par) and “7 Were 

0 (Par) (2d wk), big $23,000. 
op Pheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
How. Reckoning” (Col) and “13th 

900 (Col). Best in city at fancy 
Mc. Last week, “Lady in Lake” 
) 7 nacional Big Moment” 


taeramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80 )— 
ge Five Fingers” (WB) and “Hit 
sade "47" (Rep). Okay $15,000. 
and week, “Angel Badman” (Rep) 
Starters Secret” (PRC), same. 
Reet’ (Loew ) (3,200; 40-80)—“Dead 
(Cons. (Col) and “13th Hour” 
“Tady if ite, $15,000. Last week, 
dies pi Lake (M-G) and “Blon- 
Tra ig Moment” (Col ), $14,000. 
“Cy ere (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
Cc) Kidd” (FC) and “Hairy Ape” 
- we Average ’ $5,000. 
“Bride ays), Dark Water’ (Col) and 
_ ~lde Mistake” (Indie), $4,500. 


(reissues). 


still is | 


(U) (2d wk). Big $24,- | 


August on | 


the two| 


Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as ree 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie, with. 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


“Heaven Tops New 











Philly Pix, 241 


April 1. 
Film biz is dipping as Holy Week 
{lull sets in in downtown sector this 
| week. “Jolson Story” 
| nicely, as is “Sinbad.” 
is “Stairway 


Philadelphia, 


holding up 
to Heaven,” 
stanza in prospect 
| Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“Be- 
delia” (E-L) (2d wk). Dropping offi 
to mediocre $10,000 or near. 
| week, great $17.500. 


with nice 


i 


ion stage, 





‘Spring’ Lush $16,000 In 
Cincy; ‘Mich. Kid’ Hot 96 
Cincinnati, April 1. 
Downtown biz is favorable for 
Holy Week, returns being topped by 


“Best Years” in its third week and 
plenty strong. Of the firstruns cur- 


rently “Suddenly It’s Spring’ is 
leader and stout. “Red House” is 
moderate but “Michigan Kid” is 
hotsy. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70)—“Red 
House” (UA). Moderate $13,500. 
Theatre is eliminating stage shows 
until April 17. Lest week, “Devil 
Thumbs Ride” (RKO) and Tex 
Beneke-Gienn Miller orch, 
sock $381.000 at 
vaudfilm scale 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 90-$1.50)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing to strong $20,000 after great 
$26,000 second round. Sticks indef 
Harold J Russell. veteran from 





others, | 
55-95c 


N.Y. Spotty But ‘Carnival’-Boswell 
$90,000, ‘Daughter’ Fast at 38146, 
‘Apley 1436, Hope-J. Dorsey 1006, 2d 


Broadway first-runs are 


the effects of Holy Week and the re- | 


sult is spotty business currently, 
Final week before Easter probably 
is being felt more this year than at 
any time since before the war. Be- 
cause of the offish tone, many 
atres are merely coasting and wait- 
ing to bring in fresh bills later thi: 
week. 

Only tl new pictures, a: 
from the second-run film at 
State, were launched during the past 


ree ide 


| week, two of these being brought in 


film, visited Cincy Wednesday (26) 
and received great press and radio | 
pufis. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70) — 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d wk). All 
right $8,000 following big $13.000 
preem. 

| Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)— 
| “Michigan Kid” (U). Hotsy $9,000. 


Last | 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— | 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d run). Oke 
$6,000. Last week, ‘“Humoresque” 


(WB), $7,000 second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Stair- 
way to Heaven” (U). Trim $24,500. 
|Last week, “Way With Women” 
(WB), mild $17,000 second week. 
Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99 )—‘“Seven 


Thumbs | 
Last 


| Were Saved” (Par) with stage show | 


| headed by Jimmy Lunceford orch. 
| Oke $22,000. Last week, “It’s a Joke, 
| Son” (E-L) and Gene Krupa orch, 
| $20,000. 

|. Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Brasher 
| Doubloon” (20th). Slow $16,000. Last 
| week, “Boomerang” (20th), fair $16,- 
| 000 for holdover. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Trim $23,000. Last week, terrific 
| $30,000. ’ 

Kariton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94)— 
“Locket” (RKO) (3d wk). Mild $10,- 
000. Second was good $14,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d run). 
Offish $6,000. Last week, “Wonderful 
Life” (RKO), $8,000, second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Favorite Brunette” 
Dipping to fair $22,500 after hot $34,- 
500 for opener last week plus $4,200 
for Sabbath showing at Earle. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)—“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (5th wk). Sock 
$26,500 plus torrid $4,800 for Sunday 
showing at Earle, Last week, bright 
$29,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Mighty McGurk” (M-G). Dim $11,- 
500. Last week, “Beginning or End” 
| (M-G), $8,500 second sesh. 


SEATTLE SLUMPS BUT 


‘YEARS’ HUGE $33,000 


Seattle, April 1. 

“Favorite Brunette” is still fairly 
good at two houses, but the real news 
is the huge biz being done by “Best 
Years.” Otherwise trade is off gen- 
erally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). 
Good $6,000 after great $9,100 last 
stanza, 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Swell $9.000 after excellent $12,300 
last week. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (14th wk). Big 
$10,000. Last week, fancy $11,100. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“California” (Par) (4th wk). Okay 
$5.500. Last week. big $6,700. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; $1-$1.50) 
—“‘Best Years” (RKO), Roadshow 
run here. Great $33,000. Last week, 
“Boom Town” (M-G) and “Tom, 
Dick, Harry” (RKO) (reissues), fair- 
ish $5,900 at 45-80c scale. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 45-80 )— 
“I'll Be Yours” (U) and “Back Lash 

















moresque” (WB), $8,400. 
“Song of Islands” (20th) and 
Gold” (UA) (reissues) plus 
Fair $5,000. Last week, n 
Trailer’ (PRC) and “Renegade Gir! 
(SC) and vaude, big $6,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Favorite Brunette” 3 
Down to $7,000. Last week, solid $15.- 
400. 


stage 


(UA) split with “Wicked Lady’ 
$3,300. ” 





(Par) (2d wk). | 





. | (U) 
Top new entry | U 





Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80 )— | 


i (Rep), $6,500. 


i 
} 


i 
i 
| 
} 


(20th). Slow $9,000. Last week. “Hu- | 


lomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— | Last 
a { “Fool's | $11,000. 


i 
i 


“Caravan | “Smash-Up” 


} 
' 
j 
| 


Par) (2d ‘k).| Steps Out” (UA). ; 
a $ mom “Red House” (UA) and “Secret | 


Last week, “Stairway to Heaven” 
(3d wk), $5,000, pleasing. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 
“Apache Rose” (Rep) and “That 
Brennan Girl” (Rep). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, “Kit Carson” (PRC) and 
“Last of Mohicans” (PRC), $7,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-70) — 
“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par). Snap- 
py $16,000. Last week, “T.»cket” 
(RKO), so-so $12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70) — 
“Stanley and Livingstone” (20th) 
and “Les Miserables” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Fairish $4,500. Last week, 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (mao.), 
$3,500 in 6 days. 


Bliz Bops Cleve.: 


55-70) — 





Brooklyn 19156 


| Brunette” plus Jimmy Dorsey orch, 


Cleveland, April 1. 

Tail-end of a record blizzard, the 
worst Cleveland has experienced 
since 1912, nipped the openings of 
current bills. “It Happened in 
Brooklyn” is coining the most 
shekels at the State, although held 
down by Holy Week jinx. “Locket” 
at Palace and “That Way With 
Women” both are disappointing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Affen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—“Tar- 
zan and the Huntress” (RKO). Nice 
$12,000. Last week, “Boomerang” 
(20th) (2d wk), fast $9,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — 
“That Way With Women” (WB). Far 
from funny at $13,500. Last’ week, 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk), big 
$18,500 despite storm. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70) — 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (m.o.). Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
(WB), $3,500. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)—‘Fa- 
vorite Brunette” (Par). Smart $9,000 
on third downtown lap. Last week, 
“Kit Carson” (PRC) (reissue), sur- 
prising $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70) — 
“Locket” (RKO). Hurt by tem- 
porary hiatus of vaudeville, only 
thin $16,000. Last week, “Wake Up, 
Dream” plus Lionel Hampton orch 
on stage (95c. top), ordinary $28,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70) — “It 
Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Passable $19,500. Last week. “Cali- 
fornia” (Par) pleasing $22,900. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“California” (Par) (m.o.). Bright 
$11,000. Last week, “Favorite Bru- 
nette” (Par) (m.0.), $11,300. 


Indpls. Drags Bottom 
But “Calif” OK $13,000 


Indianapolis, April 1. 

Film biz still is at half-mast here, 
pending an Easter comeback and 
good break in weather. “California, 
only new single feature downtown 
this stanza, is leader but only okay 
at Indiana. “Dead Reckoning” at 
Loew's and “Scandal in Paris” at 
Circle are below average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60)— 
“Scandal in Paris” (UA) and “Bach- 
elor’s Daughters” (UA). Modest $10,- 
000. Last week, “Perfect Marriage’ 
(Par) and “Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col), 

00 

a (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 





—“California” (Par). Okay $15,000. 
week, “Nora Prentiss” (WB). 
Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60 )— 


(U) (2d wk). Miid $5,- 
000 after nice $7,000 first stanza. 
Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Susie 
Fair $12,000. Last 


of Whistler” (Col), nearly same 
| Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1.600; 40-60)— | 


| 


“Humoresque”’ (WB?) (m.0.). Thin ; “Captain Caution (indie) and a 
$4,000 Lest week, “Tomorrow | tain Fury (Indie ) — _ oe 
World” (UA) and “Guest in House” | $6,000. Last week, ainsman al 

’ (U),| Lady” (Rep) 


because product failed to hold up 
Biggest coin for new entries will go 
to the Roxy with “Carnival in Costa 
Rica” and stagebill topped by Con- 
nee Boswell] and Jackie Miles. Look: 
to do solid $90,000 for week ending 
last (Tues.) night. This takes in two 
final days of “Boomerang” with 
Katherine Dunham Dancers, Ernesto 
Lecuona, Phil Regan and Sid Caesar, 
this combo having finished its third 


| stanza on Tuesday, March 25, with 











| stanza _ finished 
| sagged to good 


current combo opening on Friday 
(28). Opening was moved up to let 
“Boomerang” go out into RKO 
houses 

Other big opener was “Farmer’s 
Daughter,” which struck strong $38,- 
500 at Rivoli in first week ended 
last Monday (31) night. This was 


helped by 


uniformly good crix ap- 
praisal. 


Third new entrant. “Johnny 


| 
| 


the- | 


the | 


feeling; Apley” (20th) plus Easter Show on 


stage (2d wk). Upsurge at thi: house 
is attributed to fire reviews plus 
combination of strong stage and 
screen draws. Beating first week’s 


figure with terrific $143,000 or 
close; first was smash $139,000. Con- 
tinues indefinitely. 

Park Avenue (U) 583: ($1.20- 
$2.40)—“Years Between” (U) (4th- 
final wk). Off to $6,000 or less as 
against $7,500 for third round. “Time 
Out of Mind” (U) opens next Sat- 
urday (5) on reserved-seat, two-a- 
day 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85) — 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Down to $7,500, albeit okay in 


view of season; first was big $9,500 
“Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue) 
comes in next Friday (4). 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25)— 


|‘“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Going to rousing $38,500 on 
first session ended last Monday (31) 


O’Clock,” looks to do nice $31,000 or | 


near in first week at the Criterion. 
This was brought in rather hur- 
riedly when “Show-Off” failed to 
hold up in its initial round. 

State is doi remarkably well at 
$28,500 with “Strange Woman,” Jack 
Pear! (with Cliff Hall) heading the 
vaudeville, 

Music Hall, with “Late George 
Apley” and Easter Show on stage, 
is beating its first week business 
with smash $143,000 after doing 
$139,000 in initial stanza. Paramount 
also is booming, with “Favorite 


Pat Henning, Jordan Tympany Five 
heading stage layout. Will finish sec- 
ond frame with around $100,000 
against opener’s $110,000. 

Victoria is bringing in “The Ad- 
venturess”’ tomorrow 
Strand opens “Stallion Road” plus 
Cab Calloway band topping stage- 
show next Friday (4), after four big 
weeks with “Pursued” and Louis 


Prima band heading stagebill. Rialto | third 


opens “Boom Town” the same day. 


| 000: 
(Thurs.). | 


| 


Four new pictures tee off on| 
Saturday (5). Hollywood brings in 
“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Park 


Avenue opens “Time Out of Mind,” 
the Globe starts “That’s My Man” 
and the Gotham begins “Tarzan and 
the Huntress” on that day. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$2.40) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (21st wk). 
Falling back a bit with the others 
but still big at $39,000; last week. 
was great $42,000. Stays Indef. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820: 70-$1.50) 
—“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) 
with Sammy Kaye orch, Harvey 
Stone heading stagebill (3d wk). 
Still doing nicely at $62,000 after 
stout $69,000 for second. Stays a 
fourth, “Smash-Up” (U) with 
Xavier Cugat orch heading stage- 
show opens April 10. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 60- 
$1.25)—“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (2d 
wk). Hit nice $31,000 or near in 
first stanza ending last (Tues.) night. 


In ahead, “Show-Off” (M-G) thin 
$18,000. “Odd Man Out” (U) due 
here on world preem _atter 
“O'Clock.” 


a 
Glebe (Brandt) (1,500: 70-$1.20) 
—“Red House” (UA) 
Droopy at $17,500 .r 
second fairly nice at $25,000. “That’s 
a Man” (Rep) replaces Saturday 


Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40) 
—“Angel and Badman” (Rep) (5th- 
final wk). Okay $7,500 for blowoff: 
fourth was good $10,500. “Tarzan 
and Huntress” (RKO) opens on 
Saturday (5). 
Golden (767) (1.20-$2.40)—*"“Henry 
Vv” (UA) (3ist wk). Still in profit. 


and showing slight pickup in 30th | 


week ended last Saturday (29) at 
$7,500; got $7,300 in 29th week. 


Winds up long run here on May 3 | 


rather than try for 
through hot weather. 
Helliywood (WB) 
—‘“Nora Prentiss” (WB) 
wk). Down near $10,000 for finale: 
fifth was okay $12,500. “Two Mrs. 
Carrolis” (WB) opens here next 
Saturday (5). 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Locket” (RKO) (3d .wk). 
last (Tues.) night 


$22.000; first neat 
$31,000, a bit over hopes 
Paramount (Par) 


longer run 


—‘Favorite Brunette” (Par) plus 
|; Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pat Henning. 
Jordan Tympany Five (3d wk). 
Second session concluded last 


(3d final wk). | 


thereabouts; | “Les Miserables” 








| 


| Spring” 


| “Strange Woman” 


night, being aided by uniformly good 
crix opinions. In ahead, “Blaze of 
Noon” (Par) (3 wk), meagre $13,000 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Costa Rica” (20th) with Connee 
Boswell Jat kie Miles heading Stage- 
show (2d wk). Film took it on chin 
from reviewers but will hit stout 
$90,000 or near in first week ending 
last (Tues.) night. This includes 
final two days’ business for “Boom- 
erang” (20th) with Katherine Dun- 
ham dancers, Phil Regan, others. on 
stage since house teed off this new 
bill on last Friday (28), management 
counting biz as ending on Tuesday 
night. Third week of “Boomerang” 
and stageshow hit $89,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 43-$1.10)~— 
(UA) (2d run) 
plus Jack Pearl and Cliff Hall head- 
ing vaude. Robust $28,500 
Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
(2d run) 


looms. 


(Col) 


with vaude headed by 

Gene Sheldon, “Songwriters on Pa- 
rade” $26,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 


“Pursued” (WB) with Louis Prima 
orch, Frank Marlowe on stage (4th- 
final wk). Still good at around $48.,- 
third fine $51,000 but below 
hopes. “Stallion Road” (WB) plus 
Cab Calloway orch opens next Fri- 
day (4), 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 70-$1.20)— 
“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) (reissue) 
(4th final wk). Only $10,000 likely; 
Okay $12,500. “Adventuress” 
(E-L) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 
$1.20) —“Stairway to Heaven” (U) 
(3d wk). Staying up nicely at 
$21,000 after sturdy $28,000 for sec- 
ond, Stays on. 


60- 





‘Sinbad’ Torrid $18,000, 


Mpls.; ‘Ladies’ Man’ Fat 
12G, ‘Razor’ 156 in 2d 


Minneapolis, April 1. 

Holdovers have a big edge over 
newcomers currently. Holdovers 
include “Best Years,” “Jolson Story” 
and “Razor’s Edge,” all doing great. 
Of newcomers, “Sinbad the Sailor” 
looks to make the best showing, but 
“Ladies’ Man” also is trim. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—‘Wild 
Beasts at Bay” (Indie) and “Born 
to Speed” (PRC). Good $2,200 in 5 
days. Last week, “13th Hour’ (Col) 
and “Gentleman Joe Palocka” 
(Mono) split with “Lone Hand Tex- 
’ (Col) and “Little Iodine” (UA), 
$2,800 in 9 days. 

Century (Par) ‘ 600; 50-70) 
(20th) (reissue), 
Mild $6,000. Last week, “Suddenly 
(Par) (2d wk), solid $7,- 


200. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44. — “Tom 
Brown’s School Days” (RKO) (re- 
issue). Moderate $3,000. Last week, 
“Each His Own” (Par) (reissue), 


| good $4,000. 


' 
| 
i 
| 
i 
} 
j 


j 


(1,499: 70-$1.10) | 
(6th-final | 


Second | 


(3,664: 70-$1.50) | 


| 


| 


(Tues.) night held remarkably well | 


to land great $100,000 after 
$110,000 opener, which was a bit 
over hopes. Great weekend trade 
helped this to make such a fine sec- 
ond week showing 


smash 


and “Brennan Girl" | — City noe Pes agg 
-$2.40) — “George 


ers) (5,945; 


Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘“Sud- 
denly Spring” (Par) (m.o.). Third 
stand downtown. Satisfactory $5,- 
500. Last week, “California” (Par) 
(5th wk), nice $4,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-70)— 
“Sinbad Sailor’ (RKO). Getting 
healthy play at rousing $18,000 or 
over. Last week, “Beat Band” 
(RKO) and Vaughn Monroe orch on 
Stage at 50-85c. scale, smash $31,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70) 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d wk). This 
one has gone over well. Fair $15,000 
after socko $21,000 first week. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 90-$1.50) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Still 


great at $18,500. Last week, huge 
$22,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘La- 
dies’ Man” (Par). Looks to land 
fair $12,000. Last week, “Love 
Laughs Andy § Hardy” (M-G), 
$13,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55) — 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th). First nabe 
showing. Good $5,500. Last week, 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G), big 
$5,000 

World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—~-Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (7th wk), 


2,000. Last week, $3,000. 
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_ “SMASH-UP’ is outgrossing pay and Date 
“Dark Mirror,” “The Killers,” 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





} 
Wednesday, April 2, 1947 





United Artists release of 


The Other Love | 


Enierprise 





(avid Lewis) production. Stars Barbara 
Sifnwyek, David Niven; features Richard | 
Fonte, Gilbert Roland, Joan Lorring, | 
venore Aubert, Maria Palmer, Natalie 
Schafer. LDirected by Andre de Toth 
Sereenplay, Harry Brown and _ Ladislas 
Fodor from short story by Erich Maria | 
Remarque: camera, Victor Milner; score, | 
Mikles Rozsa: special effects, Robert H 
Moreland: editor, Walter Thompson Pre- | 
viewed, New York, March 27, ‘47. Run- 
ning time, 95 MINS. 
Karen Dunean........6.- Barbara Stanwyck 
Dr. Antony Stanton..........David Niven 
BemeOrth. ovis. . Maria Palmer 
COPSIME. cnccwerccsecccoseer Joan Lorring | 
Paul Clermont............+..-Richard Conte | 
ee Ae BN ee errr Richard Hale | 
Richard Shelton..........+.+. Edward Ashley | 
Dora Shelton....... ..Natalie Schafer | 
Yvonne beh eeeen chs ... Lenore Aubert | 
Ce UPEETY CTT. .-+.-dimmy Horne 
M rae GIVEN. cccccccsscccseces Mary Forbes 
The Florist Wertec irs Ann Code 
The Florist's Assistant..Kathleen William« 
A Crouptiel Gilbert Roland 





This is the third film to be turned 
out on the new Enterprise lot and | 
will be: found a serviceable b.o. en- | 
try. With Barbara Stanwyck and | 
David Niven starred in an_ Erich | 
Maria Remarque yarn, which will | 
appeal primarily to the femme } 
trade, pic should do satisfactory biz. | 

Yarn is well-laden -with interest- 
ing incidents and is handled by di- 
rector Andre de Toth with tact and 
intelligence. Militating against its 
rising to anything more than or- | 
dinarily good b.o. proportions, how- 
ever, is sombreness of the “Camille” | 
theme against which its rather 
strong love story is backgrounded. 
Most of the action is in a sanitarium, | 
and Miss Stanwyck dies at the finale | 
of a lingering illness. 

Producer David Lewis has done 
everything possible to overcome this 
initial handicap by providing hand- 
some mountings (pic is laid in the | 
Swiss Alps) and a highly-capable 
and appealing cast. Richard Conte, 
as a dashing boy-about-the-Conti- 
nent, is a particular standout, top- 


ping even the excellent rform- 
ances given by beth Miss Stanwyck 
and Niven. Whatever results it 


otherwise achieves, the film will 
certainly have adde. a notch to the 
stature of the cast and put Conte 
in line for top starring roles. 

Shortcoming of film, tech- 
nically, lies in the patness of its plot. 
Remarque wrote the.yarn as a short 
story, “Beyond” (as yet unpub- 
lished, and some of it autobio- 
goon’. and screenwriters Harry | 

rown and Ladislas Fodor haven't 
done much more than stretch it 
into a 95-minute film. Result is that 
the plot is completely telegraphed 
ahead from the very first scene. 





| lift. 


There are no surprises and, thus. | 


despite all efforts of de Toth to hold 
up the pace, which he does rather 
effectively, there’s still some inevi- 
table slowness. 

It takes little perspicacity to guess 
what’s going to happen when Miss 
Stanwyck becomes a patient in the 
sanitarium where Niven is chief 
medico. Niven’s cool professional 
attitude and the severe medical re- 
strictions he imposes on Miss Stan- 
wyck drive her into the arms of the 
more ardorous and dashing lover 
pares by Conte. When she finds 

erself getting really ill, the femme 


retreats to true-love Niven, who 
- has her, Soon afterwards she 
1es. 


There is a certain amount of uni- 
versal interest in the dilemma faced 
by Miss Stanwyck: Shall she lan- 
guish, perhaps for years, in the 
sanitarium, or shall she take a 
fling at life, come what may? Her 
—— of the latter leads to tragic re- 
sults. 

Flock of players are featured in 
the billing, although none has much 
in the way of roles, except Gilbert 
Roland and Joan Lorring. Roland is 
a sort of caricature of a heavy, play- 
ing a Monte Carlo croupier with 
wolfish designs on Miss Stanwyck. 
Miss Lorring is okay as another 
sanitarium inmate determined on a 


ing. 

Miklos Rozsa’s music is highly 
effective, while the art direction of 
Nathan Juran and set direction by 
Edward G. Boyle are ——s . 

erb. 


Twe Mrs. Carrolis 
Hollywood, April 1. 


Warner Bros. release of Mark Hellinger 
production. Stars Humphrey Bogart, Bur- 
bara Stanwyck, Alexis Smith; features 
Nigel Bruce, Isebel Elsom, Pat O' Moore, 
Ann Carter, Apita Bolster, Barry Bernard. 
Directed by Peter Godfrey. Screenplay, 
Thomas Job, from stage play by Martin 
Vale; camera, Peverell Marley; music, 
Franz Waxman; editor, Frederick Richards. 
‘Tradeshown March 31, °47. Running ‘ime, 





100 MINS, 

Geoffrey Carroll.......... Humphrey Bogart 
BOly . i oc eetegsaecetnoces Barbara Stanwyck 
OOO TMU 6 oc 6.0% ccdeccscee Alexis Smith 
Dr, Tutile..... = ....Nigel Bruce 
Mire. Lets oc cowb edés cede Isobel Elsom 
Charlies Pennington............ Pat 0 Moeve 
Memtrie® Gees kecc sec ccvccee: Ann Carter 
eo PA eT ere Anita Bols‘er 
Bit, THEREIN 9 ¢ oba.0%v acvcuks Barry Bernard 
a eee Colin Campbell 
WIUe BOs acepisascecese debe Peter Godfrey 
Becond Tout. ...ccccccsecsece Creighton Hale 





“The Two Mrs. Carrolls” will lean 
heavily on names of Humphrey Bo- 
gart and Barbara Stanwyck to vet) 
by. Adapted from the Martin Vale} 
legiter, it’s more stage play than mo- 
tion picture. Overladen with dialog | 
as action substitute, it talks itself out | 
of much of the suspense that should | 
have develo There is some) 
femme appeal, however, in the Bo- 
gart character as hero-villain, which 
will help its chances. 

Production format hugs stage tech- 
nique in settings and carrying oui 
story. Backgrounds never seem real- 
istic but rather appear as grouped on 
stage. Bogart, Miss Stanwyck and! 


|a bit as a racetrack tout. 


| “White 


Miniature Reviews 

“The Other Love” (UA-Enter- 
prise). Strong love story against 
sombre background will do sat- 
isfactory biz. 

“Two Mrs, Carrolls” (WB). 
Heavy, talky melodrama, from 
stage play, needs Bogart and 
Barbara Stanwyck to aid selling. 

“White Cradle Inn” (B-L). 
Madeleine Carroll, Ian Hunter 
in British-made story- of Swiss 
Alps; mild U. S. entry. 


“Buffalo Bill Rides Again” 


(SG). Barely passable western 
screen fare for juve matinee 
trade. 


“Carnival of Sinners” (French). 
OK for arty trade. . 
“Bells of San Fernando” (SG). 


Dull costume drama of early 
California; dual filler. 
“When You Come Home” 


(Butcher). Frank Randle slap- 
stick comedy geared for British 
subsequents; no dice for U. S. 








semiinnantintanieiiinaatae 


Alexis Smith feel the burden of dia- 





log and unnatural characters but, un- 
| der Peter Godfrey’s direction, man- 


age to give material an occasional 


Plot deals with married artist who 


| meets a new love while vacationing 
'in Scotland. 


He returns to London, 
murders his wife by methodical poi- 
soning and marries the new flame. | 
Second marriage works okay until 
another attractive girl appears. He 


| is almost successful in again applying 
| his poisoning technique but the wife 


gets wise just in time. Film’s climac- 
tic peak gets an undeserved belting 
when principal characters are called 
upon to demand that doors be opened. 
Action ties in too closely with cur- 
rent popularity of the freak tune, 
“Open the Door, Richard,” and serves 
to pull an untimely audience laugh 
just when suspense should be at its 
height. 

Camera and music score help melo- 
dramatic air, overcoming to some ex- 
tent the obviousness of development. 
Good lensing by Peverell Marley 
makes the most of players and set- 
tings and Franz Waxman did the 
score for the Mark Hellinger produc- 


| tion. Competent support is lent the 


three stars by Nigel Bruce as a bum- 
bling English doctor; Pat O’Moore, 


|Ann Carter, Bogart’s young daughter; 


Anita Bolster and Barry Bernard. 
Director Godfrey cut himself in for 


Brog 


White Cradle Inn 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 25. 


. British Lion release of a Peak production. 
Stars 





Madeleine Carroll, fan Hunter, 
Michael Rennie. Directed by Harold 
French. Original story and screenplay by 
Harold French, Lesley Storm. Camera, 
Deric Williams, Erwin Hillier. At Palace 
theatre, London. Running time, 83 MINS. 
Magda..........+...+....-Madeleine Carrol) 
SE aD ss 06. WWE bier o bam Vebe Cad Ian Hunter 
Rudolph....................Michael Rennie 
LOUIS. .6.6eseeeeeeee..,-Anme Marie Blane 
OT TTT Michael McKeag 
Riis 605 00 becce ty seeder cbt aN Marle 
DR date diss4dé6as cédne tose oh Wilt Fueter 
Frederick bndeth eoebus tas ctacade Max Haufler 
ean MERE eee Margarete Hoff 
BUG  cvcisa€ideadecs Gerard Kempinski 





Picture signalizes the debut of 
Peak Films, new production com- 
pany. About 50% of the film was 
shot on location in Switzerland, 
background of the story, and some 
of the photography is remarkable. 
But it looks like a fairly mild entry 
in the U. S. 

White Cradle Inn, standing in a 
valley surrounded by mountainous 
grandeur, has been owned for gen- 
erations by the family of Madeleine 
Carroll. Her husband, Michael 
Rennie, spends his time philan- 
dering and having a clandestine 
love affair with one of the maids at 
the inn. . People in the valley have 
given refuge to French children, 
and Miss Carroll has become very 
attached to one of the orphans 
billeted with them. Rennie con- 
siders the boy a coward and dis- 
likes him. The order comes for the 
children to return to France, but 
this one orphan escapes from the 
train and returns to Miss Carroll. 
Only chance of retaining the lad is 
official adoption, and Rennie refuses 
to sign the papers unless she makes 
over the inn to him. The boy has 
a a so dear te her that she con- 
sents. 

Determined to prove he is no 
coward, the lad persuades Rennie to 
take him on a perilous climb. A 
storm comes up, and finally after 
several narrow escapes, Rennie 
chooses death in order to save the 
boy’s life. 

A central theme in this story has 
a marked resemblance to that of 
“Marie. Louise” (made by Praesens 





Films in Switzerland a couple of 
years ago). But those who made 
radle Inn” failed to inject 
the heart-interest found in the 
Swiss-made picture. The characters 
here rarely come to life, and it is 
difficult to conjure up sympathy for 
Miss Carroll, who iooks beautiful 
as. Magda but who cannot make us 
believe that her heart would really 
break without the orphan. Some of 
this fault may be laid to the director 
and some to Michael McKeag, the 
French lad, who fails to bring forth 
the tears. Actually it is only in 
the last 10 minutes that the picture 
ond Miss Carroll really come to | 
ife. 

Rennie strolls through his part as ' 


Rudolph without creatin, a real | 
character, and Ian Hunter is stolid 
and sound as the local doctor. Most 
minor characters are good without 
being outstanding. This was the last 
picture Gerard Kempinski made be- 
fore he died. Multiplicity of ac- 
cents does not help, and it is diffi- 
cult to understand why those char- 
acters, who speak perfect English, 
should adopt an accent for names. 
Madeleine Carroll may prove 
something of a draw, but the pic- 
ture will need plenty of selling both 
here and in America. Cane. 


Buffalo Bill Rides Agaia 
Hollywood, Marcel 28. 


Sereen Guild release of Jack Schwarz 
production. Stars Richard Arlen; features 
Jennifer Holt, Lee Shumway, Gil Patrick. 


Directed by Bernard Bb. Ray. Original story 


and screenplay, Barney Surecky, Fran Gi- 
bert: camera, Robert Cline; editor, Rebert 
| Crandall, Previewed March 27 17. Run- 
ning time, 70 MINS, 

Buffalo Bill.... Richard Arlen 
Lale Harrington... _Jennifer Holt 
Steve.. Lee Shumway 
Simpson Gil Patrick 
Sheriff. Kdward Cassidy 
Morgan. Edmund Cobb 
fT ery ...--Ted Adams 
Young Bird.........-e0+- Shooting Star 
White Mountain......+.++- Charles Stevens 
Chief Brave Bagle.......-..+- Many ‘Treaties 
Tom Russell ‘ ....-John Dexter 









Rankin.... ...eee++Hollis Baime 
Hank... ...Frank McCarrell 
PED cot an Gans cktcoes' sateen Carl Matthews 
ES Rear rereee 
Sa Re TT George Sherweed 
Mr. Dawson........-ssesecess Fred Graham 
Dawson's Daughter......-..+<0+-- Paul Hin 
Beret .’, oo cos 040 ¢0cgs 6 6eases Philip Arneldéd 
Senator... ...Tom Leffingwell 
| Mr. Jordan.....ccccscesess Frank O'Conner 
Mr. Howard...sss..e.;: ...Fred Fox 
Mra. DaWSOR. ccccccecss .Dorethy Curtis 
There’s nothing to. recommend 


“Buffalo Bill Rides Again.” It’s a 
meandering western overlength on 
footage and short of action. Strictly 
filler material for lowercase spots in 
minor situations. 

Richard Arlen has title role in this 
land grab gee which calls upon him 
to find out why someone is stirring 
up the Indians. It seems that there’s 
oil under land settled by ranchers 
and a syndicate is trying’ to scare 
settlers off so heavies can benefit. 
Latter get the settlers and the In- 
dians to fighting, and it takes Buffalo 
Bill to sort out the mess and bring 
peace to the ranch. 

Dialog is loaded with cliches, the 
Bernard B. Ray direction actionless, 
and production mounting by Jack 
Schwarz hardly adequate. Arlen, 
Jennifer Holt, John Dexter and oth- 
ers in cast walk through uncomfort- 
able 70 minutes. Technical credits, 
including lensing, editing, contribute 
little, Brog. 


Carnival of Sinners 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Distinguished Films release of Maurice 





Tourneur production, directed by Tourneur 
Stars Pierre Fresnay; features Josseline 
Gael, Pallaul. Sereenplay, Jean-Paul Le 
Chanois:; music, Roger Dumas; English 
titles, Charles Clement. 

FS AA See Pierre Fresnay 
EC PS rn .Josseline Gael 
ES errr rrr rrr rr Palan 
eee ....Noel Roquevert 
Gibelin....... iéaheed . Guillaume de Sax 
EE: RPS Rar ey Andre Varennes 
Denis a ... Antoine Balpetre 
NS ares Rexiane 
CC 5 66 40 Mab wes ces ied enters Robert Vattier 
BGRE cb iceetccecsenccscdevcccons Chamarat 
Le Moine.....................Jean Cogquelin 
SS Ore eee Andre Bacque 
ES SR rrr. Jean Davy 
a wteteekcdee schveht canteen Douking 
Juguler......................Rene Blancard 
EE .. 6.6400 dbds 04 G0n¥ 46 ba ssewes .-. Garzoni 
NN. noe Oboes 004444 b6kdes eo de 
BGs « «pc ccbesioce cece ....Jean Despeaux 
BPMOE. 0 00. sce nccescccopeecses Pierre Larquey 





(In French; English Titles) 

“Carnival of Sinners,” originally 
titled “Le Main du Diable” (“The 
Devil’s Hand”), is a worthy contri- 
bution to the art-house trade. 

Macabre aspects of its basic theme 
and frequent use of symbolism make 
it unlikelyefor the run-of-mill film 
patronage. Pierre Fresnay, with 
staunch support from Josseline Gael, 
Noel Roquevert, Robert Vattier, Jean 
Coquelin and Guillaume-de Sax, do 
well by their roles. 

This Gallic dialog pic with English 
titles carries a variation of the Faust 
theme, and is reminiscent of “The 
Devil and Daniel Webster.” Fresnay, 
an artist struggling to express his 
feelings on canvas and unable to win 
the affections of his model, Mlle. 
Gael, changes the pattern of his life 
with his purchase of a grisly talis- 
man, consisting of a hand, purported 
to have been cut out of the grave of a 
medieval monk. While this ghoulish 
memento brings him everything he 
wants, it represents the sale of his 
soul to the devil, who comes around 
occasionally to see how his invest- 
ment is faring. Fresnay is finally able 
to break the curse, at the cost of his 
life, by returning the hand to its 
original owner. 

Direction by Maurice Tourneur is 
well paced, has its suspenseful mo- 
ments, and carries with it a degree 
of symbolism. One scene in partic- 
ular, in which Fresnay’s predecessors 
in the possession of the hand are 
gathered at a banquet table, has a 
ballet-like quality that moves with 
poetic motiog Unfortunately, the 
English subtitles fail to capture that 
mood. 

Photography occasionally shows a 


San Demetrio, London 

“San Demetrio, London,” 
which 2%‘h-Fox is releasing in 
the U. S., was reviewed in 
Variery Jan. 19, 1944 after the 
picture opened at the Cambridge 
theatre. London, on Dec. 7, 1943. 
For the U. S., running time is 
cut 13 minutes to 77 minutes. 
Reviewer wrote that “what ‘Tar- 
get For Tonight’ did for the 
RAF., ‘San Demetrio, London 
does for the British Merchant 
Marine.” Describing it as a 
thrilling documentary, review 
also stated: 

“If for only one reason—and 
there are a number of others— 
here is one of the best factual 
thrillers to come from a British 
studio since the war began. The 
cast is that terrific... This epic 
tale of the British Merchant Ma- 
rine omits the customary cast of 
characters in the screen credits, 
Thus does it emphasize the gen- 
uineness of the personalities in 
the unfolding of a gripping dra- 
ma. Except for a short sequence 
... there is not a woman in the 
cast. Much credit must go to 
Michael Balcon, the producer, 
and Charles Frend, who di- 
rected.” 


— 
Bells of San Fernande 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, March 26. 


Screen Guiid release of James 8. Burkett 
preduction. Features Donald Woods, Gloria 
Warren, Shirley O’Hara, Byron Foulger, 
Paul Newlan, Anthony Warde, Monte Blue. 
Directed by Terry Morse. Original story 
and screenplay, Jack Dewitt, Renault Dun- 
can; camera, Robert Pettack; editor, George 
McGuire. Previewed March 26, ‘47. Run- 
ning time, 74 MINS. 

Micimed. occ ccccess 








besewen Donald Woods 


a ce deccaievets¢essssaee) eee 
Perr ree : ..+.- Shirley O'Hara 
0 EPS, ePeLET ET Byron Foulger 







Paul Newlan 
..Anthony Warde 


Gueyon... 
Mendoza... 


Governor. ......- ...Monte Blue 
BEAMAR oc ceceses , ... Claire DuBrey 
PROTO. ccc cccscccces ...David Leonard 
ee eck ks 048 0 see Clark 
Prem@hhe...ccccccceces rer Gilbert Galvan 
Maule Driver. ...c..essccceesees Felipe Turich 





Dialog triteness and heavy-handed 
direction relegate “Bells of San Fer- 
nando” to strictly minor supporting 
classification. It’s overlong on foot- 
age, slew in pace and dull in per- 
formance, 


Plot is laid in earty California dur- 
ing Spanish rule and concerns a cruel 
overseer Of a valley rancho who 
keeps the natives in bondage. There’s 
little that’s picturesque about cos- 
tuming or writing and Terry Morse’s 
direction falls far short of breathing 
~ life into unfoldment. 

loria Warren is given one tune to 


warble, “Land of Make Believe,” but | 


recording doesn’t display vocal abii- 
ity. Otherwise she’s the heroine pur- 
sued by the villain and only saved by 
the dare-and-do of Donald Woods, 
Irish seaman who has wandered into 
the valley. 

Anthony Warde does the leering 
heavy. hirley O’Hara is in as 
amorous native 7. Byron Fougler, 
Paul Newlan and others fare just as 
badly from material and direction. 
James S. Burkett produced, with 
Duncan Renaldo as associate pro- 
ducer. Lensing and other technical 
factors contribute little. Brog. 


When You Come Home 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 22. 


Butcher Film Service release of Butcher 
Empire Production. Features Frank Ran- 
die, Leslie Sarony, Leslie Holmes. Produced 
and directed by John Baxter. Screenplay, 
David Evans, Geoffrey Orme; additional 
scenes and comedy dialog, Frank Randie. 
Camera, Faithfull. At nome theatre, Lon- 





don. Running time, 96 MIN 

Frank Randle......./ Pe cvtess Frank Randle 
Maestro a cocceeseses-Lesiie Sarony 
PE.0 6+scresens cccesevese Leslie Holmes 
i OT re Coccsecsses Diana Decker 
Mike O’Flaherty..........Fred Conyngham 
DY 0 wa.v'se%cl nGdbesbtoce bie linda Parker 
Dormer Franklyn............. Jack Melford 
Mrs. Ryngelbaum.............. Lily Lapidus 
Mr. Ryngelbaum......... ... Tony Heaton 
SSR SR: Hilda Bayley 
Desssubedeta stone ee ee Lesley Osmond 
Designer Andee Veeehheake<essaa Gus Aubrey 
OR ST Glas 5 < dé hese c 0adsess cd ~Ernest Dale 





_ With 40 years’ experience in mak- 
ing pictures, Butchers are convinced 
that audiences want to laugh. Here 
they have starred a comedian, un- 
known to London’s West End, whose 
following elsewhere in Britain ex- 
ceeds that of any U. S. star. Frank 
Randle is as indigenous and as Brit- 
ish to the North of England as is 
tripe. Without playing any of the big 
circuits his last five pictures are re- 
ported to have grossed $2,000,000. It 
won't mean much to West End de- 
luxers, and has no chance in the 
American market despite this record. 

Randle, downtrodden and kicked 
around, wins sympathy and laughs. 
Given the right sort of production 
and direction he could become a 
comic of distinction, but the Butcher's 
are content with skort term policies. 
Many stars began their careers with 
this company. Among them were 
Clive Brook, Madeleine Carroll, Vic- 
tor McLaglen, Walter Forde. George 





discernible flicker. and sound track 





frequently is blurred. But discount- | 
ing occasional technical inferiority, | 
“Carnival” is on par with the series 
of worthwhile French films that have 
been hitting the U. S. market. 

Jose. 


Formby and Emlyn Williams, but 
they all migrated from the unherald- 


| try. 


ee 
nes into 
Story begins with Gratidpa Randle 


rewarded and true love co; 
its own. It’s that simple. 


disrupting his own birthday Party 
reliving “The Charge of the Light 
Brigade” and braridishing his sword 
Only thing to calm him is music of 
“When. You Come Home” which 
leads to flashback to 1908 and the 
local vaudeville theatre, where Ran- 
dle is general backstage factotum 
Everything in the film is sacrificeg 
for laughs. It doesn’t stand any 
chance in high-grade cinemas, but it 
will do well elsewhere in this coun. 
Cane, 


New Foreign Films 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 














“Sangen Om Stockholm” (‘Song of 
Stockholm’) (SWEDISH). Sandrew-e 
Bauman Film release of Ahrie-Film produce 
tion, Stars Blof Ahrie, Bengt Logarut: fea. 
‘ures Alice Babs, Hilda Borgsiroem, Douge 
las Hage, Marianne Gyllenhammer Ake 
Groenb@rg, Carin Swenson, Sune Waldimir 
Anders Boerje, Nils Ferlin Directed by 
Ahrile. Screenplay, Sven Forsell Arthur 
Spjuth. At Astoria, Stockholin 


Running 
time, 92 MINS, 





Coumedy-drama about musicians 
has a good chance in Scandinavia, 
but the story is perhaps too senti- 
mental to go far in other markets, 
Bandleader Sune Waldimir plays 
himself and shows to advantage un- 


der Elof Ahrile’s direction. Lensing 
is okay. 

“Familien Swedenhtelm” (‘Sweden 
Hielm Family") (DANIBH). ASA-PFiim 
release of Jems Dennow production. Stars 


Poul Reumert, Ebbe Rede, Mogens Wieth, 
Beatrice Bonnesen; features Lily Welding, 
Maria Garland, Preben Neerguard, Mogens 
Brandt, Ib Schoenberg. Directed by Lau 
Tauritzen. Screenplay, Leck Fischer based 
on Hjalmar Bergmat’s play: camera, Ru- 
dolf Frederiksen. At World Cinema, Copene 
hagen. Running time, 84 MINS, 





Play by the late Swedish dramatist 
Hjalmar Bergman was filmed in 
Sweden prior to the war, was lensed 
in Germany during the conflict and 
now comes this Danish version. Plot 
revolves about a noted Swedish 
scientist who’s awarded the Nobel 
prize. However, economic difficul- 
ties and domestic troubles make a 
thorny path for the savant before he 
meets success. Acting and lensing are 
okay but fail to balance poor script 
and direction. No dice in U. S 


“Ungdom 1 Fara” (‘Youth's in Dan- 
ger’) (SWEDISH). Svensk Taifiim pro- 
duction and release. Stars Gunnar Sjoeberg, 
Barbro Hiort af Ornaes; features Karl-Hene 
rik Fant, Nita Vaernhammar, Sven Eric 
Carlsson, Fylgia Zadig. Directed by P. G. 
Holmgren. Screenplay by Holmgren based 
on Bibi Rybrandt’s radio play: camera, 
Walter Hoberg. At Olympia, Stockholm, 
Running time, 84 MINS, 





Delinquent youth problem is ana- 
lyzed in this film but offers no solu- 
tion to the situation. Cast is replete 
with new talent. Market for this 
entry lies strictly in Scandinavia. 





“Evig A Lankar”’ 
SWEDISH). Lux Film production and 
release. Stars Anna-Lisa Bricssen, Ingrid 
Backlin, Margareta Wahlen; features Erik 
Rerglund, Hjoerdis Pettersson, Hilda Boerge 
stroem, Fritiof Billquist, Ingemar Pallin, 
Directed by Rune Carlsten. Screenplay, 
Adolf Schutsch, Paul Baudisch: camera, 
Karl-Erik Alberts. At Riviera, Stockholm, 
Running time, 76 MINS, 


(Eternal’ Links’) 





Dealing with family life in Stock- 
holm, this film is a fine comeback for 
Anna-Lisa Ericsson. Her acting is 
first-rate as is that of supporting cast. 
Okay direction, scripting and lensi 
afford this pic good chances here, bu 
the story on no appeal to foreign 
markets, 





+“ 


‘Onda Ogon” (“Bad Eyes’) (SWED- 
ISH). Wive Fi release of Films pro- 
duction. Stars Anders Sjoestrand, Ingrid 
Backlin; features Sture Djerf, Stig Jaerrel, 
Goesta Cederlund, Arthur Fischer, Ake 
Claeszon, Erland Colliander. Directed by 
Jeaerrel. Screenplay, Ragnhild Prim; came 
era, Hilmer Ekdahl. At Skandia, Stocks 
holm. Running time, 70 MINS. 





Stig Jaerrel makes his directorial 
debut in this dramatic story of love 
and jealousy. Arnold Sjoestrand’s 
thesping helps bolster the feeble 
story. With Taerrel turning in fine 
direction plus an excellent handling 
of a featured role, picture looks like 
a success here. It may be om also 
in other markets. ins. 





“Djurgardskvallar”’ (“Evening at_ the 
Diurgarden”) (SWEDISH). Wive Film 
release of SAG Svensson production. Stars 
Adolf Jahr, Ingrid Bjork; features Emy 
Hagman, Nisse Ericsson, Lasse Krant#, 
Douglas Hage, John Botvid, Naima Wif- 
strand, Agneta Lagerfeldt. Directed bY 
Rolf Husberg. Reviewed in Gothenbur® 
Running time, 82 MINS. 





This dull entry adds little to the 
prestige of Swedish film producers. 
Save for the work of Ingrid Bjork 
as a young debutante, this has 
nothing to offer. No dice for Amer 
ica, Wins. 





“Houkutuslinta’ (FINNISH) Siars 
Laila .Jokimo, Eino Laipanen; features Bere 
Levaluoma, Maire Karila, Joel Asikainen, 
Kalle Viherpuu, Irja Ranniko; directed bY 
Roland af Hellstroem; screenplay, Ville 
Hela; camera, Esko Toyri. Reviewed 10 
Helsingfors. Running time, 78 MINS. 





Apparently limited for Finnish 





ed modest-budget independent. “When 
You Come Home” has all the ingre- 
dients of a silent comedy. Cus 
pies hurtle through the air 
smack on the faces of the r 


“snooty. Villainy is unmasked, virtue | 


consumption is this dramatic story © 


| an adventurous Helsingfors git! who 
tard | attempts to break up the li/e of a 
to Jand | couple 


in a small Finnish village. 


ich and | Camera and direction are good. 


Win. 
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9 ‘LOOK WHOS 
fp) HERE AGAIN! 


(That makes it 17 Oscars 
for M-G-M Shorts in 
11 years, more than twice j™ a % 
any other company!) 
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| ae Thanks to your bookings of our Shorts, 
= | M-G-MONEY 
i SHORTS! Mr. Exhibitor, we are enabled to con 


. Book Them Solid! tinue production of the quality subjects 


=o TOM AND JERRY that win profits and prizes! 
un CARTOONS (in Technicolor) 


1 hn us recnncoion The purpose of Shorts is to 


= | bh Sea enliven the program and 
nts, 10 PETE SMITH SPECIALTIES : ’ 
ta 12 FITZPATRICK to bring in extra revenue. 


or be be arm M-G-M spares no expense peve smut 
ne | 6 JOHN NESBITT’S ish both. Y 
wih PASSING PARADE to accomplis otn. OU SPECIALTIES 


i ‘ Voted No. 1 Live 
“vie 4 M-G-M 2-REEL SPECIALS make that possible by Action Shorts in 
.. 104 ISSUES— ay Annual Exhibitor 
vv 0 NEWS OF THE DAY your continued su pport. Polls! 
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brochure turned out last week by 
Hayden, Stone & Co., member of the 
Exchange. It’s as bullish as its pre- 
decessors in labelling film stocks 
“over-deflated.” In that respect, 
H&S no different from other 
post-autumn treatises. 

Those claiming production costs 
which. as the most publicized of the 
problems, the chief 


is 


industry's is 


bearish factor operating against pix 
stocks. H&S analysis discounts as 
something that can be controlled 


when the need arises. Report points 
out that talent is the most important 
and expensive ingredient in produc- 
tion “Since talent basically an 
individual asset, we are of the con- 
clusion that the studios are in a bet- 
ter bargaining position with regard 
to the more expensive item of talent 
salaries and costs than with the less 
important (dollarwise) but more 
highly organized and vociferous ele- 
ment of union wages.” 

“Not only are we of the opinion 
that expenses for talent are flexible, 
and can be reduced if the squeeze 
on profit margins through mounting 
costs becomes too uncomfortable, but 
the industry carried many extra 
writers and actors on contract dur- 
ing the years of high tax rates whose 
options can be and are being lapsed,” 
report says. “Moreover, sizeable ex- 
mansion in shooting time which in 
some extremes has reached bizarre 
proportions can be eonsiderably im- 
proved,” H&S thinks. 

Theatre-Owning Majors 

Theatre-owning majors will prove 
more stable over the next few years 
than those strictly in production and 
distribution, the report opines, The 
fortunes of the filmaker “are tied 
fairly closely to the general level 
of national income, but appear to re- 
sist declines in general business ac- 
tivity im a satisfactory fashion.” it 
contines. Conclusion is reached that 
high eosts, the anti-trust suit and 
chances of foreign trade repercus- 
sions will not cut too deeply into the 
industry’s profits. Domestic theatre 
attendance isn’t likely to decline by 
more than 10% during the year, 
H&S believes. 


Metre and Paramount 

Taking the industry apart, com- 
pany by company, the report terms 
Metro an attractive buy at current 
levels. Approximately 40% of the 
company’s revenues come from its 
188 theatres which have operated 
with excellent results over the past 
year. Pointing out that its funded 
indebtedness of $44,000,000 “does not 
appear to be in any way burden- 
some,” H&S deems Metro’s earnings 
prospects and financial position “ex- 
cellent.” Fis + 

As the largest theatre operator, 
Paramount's income from exhibition 
is estimated at 70% of its total rev- 
enues. Prospects for theatre atten- 
danee are such, the analysis con- 
tinues, “that we anticipate. earnings 
well above the present indicated di- 
vidend rate over the next few years.” 
Because of climbing production costs, 
H&S envisages a narrowing of Par’s 
profits of 20° during °47. 

Indies Going Out of Business 
Report splits 


is 


on distribution with 26% of the lat- 
ter earned overseas. Referring to 
Variery’s prediction that indie pro- 
ducers in numbers may sell out to 
the big studios in the near future, 
H&S believes such a trend may hurt 
RKO’s earnings to a minor degree. 
This conclusion is reached on the 
basis that much of RKO’s best prod- 
uct is indie-made. However, weigh- 
ing all of the factors leads H&S to 
term RKO stock “deflated” with 
“speculative appreciation possibili- 
ties.” 


Earnings of 20th-Fox are split 50- | 


50 between exhibition and produc- 
tion, report notes, while 36% of rent- 
als are derived abroad. Company 
has gradually moved into a seund 
financial , position and it’s not ex- 
pected that it will experience diffi- 


culties so.far as the decree is con- | 


cerned. Shaving of profit margin is 
expected because of increased amor- 
tization of production costs in °47 
but company’s prospects, none-the- 
less, are regarded as making its stock 
attractive. 
Universal and Rank 
Because of Universal’s strong for- 


Rank, and because of its new op- 
erating plans, H&S deems U's fu- 


ture as more uncertain than that of | application in the lower court for a | 


the other majors. Report 
favorably the closer relationship 
with Rank and its sounder financial 
position in the past few years. It 


Motes that U has more to gain than 


‘any other major from thé suceess- 
‘“ one 


RKO’s* sources of | 
earnings 45% on exhibition and 55% | 


regards | 


Pix Stocks Cellar-Bound | 








ful inroads of British pix and con- 
F tudes that the common stock “has 
some speculative appreciation possi- 
bilities.” 

Winding up its analysis by com- 
ipanies, report touches on Warner 
|Bros. H&S believes retirement of 
|'WB’s debt obligations now reduced 


/to a low of $25,000,000 will come be- | 


|fore an increase in dividend pay- 
|ments. Earnings this year, however, 
|may run well above the indicated 
$1.50 rate, it’s said. WB stock has 
possibilities for “speculative appre- 
ciation, although the memory of the 
j}company’s years of financial travail 
'will doubtless keep this equity on 
a somewhat lower price-earnings ra- 
tio than those of the other inte- 
grated companies discussed in this 
study.” 








Decree Stay 


Continued from page 3 








but cold comfort to the Big Five 
which faces an unslowed timetable 
on partial divorcement, erasure of 


| vestiture timing had the Big Five 
pressed for this relief, observers at 
the hearing believe. Justice Reed, 
from the start, was favorably in- 
clined towards postponement of the 
decree’s operation, it’s said, and 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
Robert L. Wright, who opposed the 
stay, failed to make out a strong 
case for the Government. As mat- 
ters now stand, pools must still be 
liquidated by June 1, when the 
freeze also goes- into effect while 
the two-year deadline on partial 
divorcement runs from April 1, 1947. 

Big Five’s sole victory was the 
winning of a reprieve for the ar- 
bitration system, set up under the 
consent decree, which will continue 





Film Attorneys Split 

Majors’ attorneys are as wide- 
ly split on the form which the 
anti-trust stay order should take 
as they were during the hearing 
before Supreme Court Justice 
Stanley F. Reed. At a legalites’ 
huddle Monday (31), John F., 
Caskey, 20th-Fox attorney, in- 
sisted upon omitting any pro- 
vision covering competitive sell- 
ing, while Louis Phillips (& 
Nizer), Par’s lawyer, wanted 
block booking dropped from an 
Overali stay. 

Stand by two attorneys 
brought on threat by Litflé 
Three reps that they would sub- 
mit separate order to the court. 
With no final decision, attorneys 
adjourned until today (Wednes- 
day) for a further going over. 








pending final decision on the merits 
by the nine judges. Attorneys for 
four of the theatre-owning compa- 
nies stood by while the Little Three 
pressed their plea for a stay of com- 





| tice Reed that, if he granted the 
companies. 

John F. Caskey, attorney for -20th- 
Fox, opposed any delay on com- 
petitive selling. Caskey told 
court, it’s reported, that 20th con- 
| sidered the new sales method the 
|; answer to any alleged monopolistic 


| abuses and, as such, the company 








| mediately. It's understood that Cas- 
| key’s strategy was aimed towards 


having full-scale competitive selling | 
the Supreme | 


in operation when 
| Court weighs the decree. He could 
' then point to its successful opera- 


| tiofi, should that prove the case, as | 


|an answer to the Government's pitch 
| for complete divorcement. 

| Joint agreements to establish 
| Clearance systems are still verboten 
as are franchises. The latter pro- 
| vision could probably have been 
| Saved but Universal, its chief pro- 
| ponent, dropped its fight for it. 


| Thurman Arnold, repping for 


| American Theatres Assn., and Rob- | 
| ert Barton, mouthpiece for Southern | 
| Confederacy of Exhibitors, put up a_ 
, } | Strong argument for shelving com- | 
eign ties, particularly to J. Arthur | petitive bidding. Their appearance | 


_as sole reps for indie exhibs was 
|a result of the two theatre units’ 
| right to intervene actively in the 
| case, Other groups 
| briefs as friends of the court, when 
| the case was heard in New York, 


pools and the theatre expansion 
freeze. 
The majors could have handily , 


won a stay on pool dissolutions, the- | 
atre expansion bans and partial di- | 


petitive selling after.informing Jus- | 


trio’s request, it should apply to all | 


the | 


| wanted it to go into operation im- | 


which filed | 


} z aot : : 
'FC. reissue but isn't mentioned in 


‘Sea Hawk’ and ‘Sea Wolf’ 
Seeing Fancy Business 


Typical of the sock returns cur- 
rently being earned by the majors 
on reissue of past film hits is War- 
lner Bros. unprecedented first-run 
‘and day-and-date bookings in sev- 
| eral key cities of a double-bill com- 
| bination of “The Sea Hawk” and “The 
'Sea Wolf.” Move was made by Ben 
Kalmenson, WB general sales man- 
ager, and Ed Hinchy, playdate de- 
partment head, following an unex- 
Ppectadly successful test engagement 
of the double bill at the Strand and 
Ritz theatres in Albany. 

In Washington, the Earle and Am- 


} 


bassador theatres start a run of the | 


twin bill May 1, marking the first 
‘time that these houses have played 
a double bill. In Philadelphia, an- 
|other innovation has been set with 


lthe Aldine playing “Sea Hawk” and | 


another downtown  firstrun, the 


i Stanton, showing “Sea Wolf” con- | 
.| currently starting May 


14. Coinci- 
ident with the Philly engagement, 
the dual bill has been booked into 


|the Stanley and Virginia theatres, | 


| Atlantic City, and in Reading, Lan- 

‘easter and York. Over 100 addi- 

' tional requests for bookings of the 
twin bill by firstrun houses are now 
in the process of being closed. 











Reissue Gold 


Continued from page $ jee 
redistributed by FC, closed a four- 
week run at the Victoria, N. Y., last 
(Tuesday) night. Film originally 
played an equal run on Broadway 
at Radio City Music Hall, which 
outseats the Victoria about 4-1. 
Grosses of the two runs, conse- 
quently, can’t be compared. Mere 
fact that any reissue can play that 
long at a top Broadway house, how- 
ever, indicates the way they’re 
cleaning up, since any picture play- 
ing on Broadway must hit a certain 
control figure each week in order to 
stay in. 














4 Times Original 

Metro, first of the majors to go 
into reissues on a large scale via its 
special reprints and importations 
sales division, has also found they 
pay off when given special handling. 
“Rage in Heaven,” Robert Montgom- 
ery-Ingrid Bergman starrer, origi- 
hally released in 1940, for example, 
has grossed more than $1,250,000 as 
a reissue, over four times the gross 


chalked up in its original run. 
“Boom Town,” only other reissue 
handled this year by Metro, has 


equalled the top grosses it racked up 
when first released in 1940. 
Universal-International 
found that reissues pay off. “Tower 
of London,” a modest budgeter 
originally turned out seven years 
ago, recently outgrossed its original 
run at the Rialto, N. Y., by more 
than $4,000. U-I, consequently, has 
scheduled 10 more films for reissue 
this year, which it’s releasing either 
singly or as double-bill packages. 
Twentieth-Fox, too, has gone in for 
reissues in a big way, with 20th dis- 
trib toppers currently predicting 


has also 





slated to re-preem at the Roxy, 
N. Y., soon, will earn more the 
second time around than the $2,000,- 
000 it originally grossed. 

PRC, reissuing “Kit Carson” and 
“Last of the Mohicans,” both Ed- 
ward Small productions originally 
handled by United Artists, has re- 
cently found it necessary to revise 
terms on the two pix. Small origi- 
nally intended to sell the films on 
a flat rental basis but, after test 
runs revealed their terrific pulling 
power, revised the terms to a 35% 
rental. “Carson” in some spots is 
doing three times its original busi- 
ness and is going into A houses in 
| most of the key cities. 

Secret behind the top grosses 
earned by the oldies, according to 
distrib execs, is the special handling 
accorded them via new prints, trail- 
ers and accessories, in addition to 
localized exploitation campaigns. 
And while the majors won’t admit 
it, FC toppers believe one of the 
chief reasons for the drawing power 
of the feissues is that they're far 
better, both from a technical and 
entertainment standpoint than the 
' majority of new pictures currently 
being turned out. 

Distrib chiefs have also found it 
pays to advertise the oldies as re- 
issues and to steer away from any 
attempts to fool the public on them. 
If a person who's since found his 
| way to stardom has only a bit part 
in one of the reissues, it doesn’t pay 
to give him top billing, since the 
public only resents such an obvious 
trick. Alan Ladd, for example, has 
a bit part in “Goldwyn Follies,” an 


pwere barred from making an ap- | any of the advertising, press sheets 


pearance at the stay hearing. 


or paper on the film, 


their “Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” | 





Union. 


Inside Stuf—Pictures 


Hint that Turkey intended to attack the Soviet Union during the 
stages of the war if Stalingrad fell to the Germans, was contained 
script of a Russian film, “Stalingrad,’ 
Script purports to reveal hitherto unknown dialog that took place between 
Adolf Hitler and Nazi Field Marshal Friedrich von Paulus, in which 
Hitler told von Paulus of his plans forthe attack by Turkey. 

Picture, when completed, is slated for distribution throughout the Soviet 

Whether the script is based on fact or on Soviet propaganda to 


early 


n the 


* printed in a Moscow mag last week 


stir up antagonism against the Turks remains a moot question, 





occasioned, he said, merely by the 
the huge transaction. 
Schaefer is obtaining the reissue 


the deal. Schaefer’s plan-is to have 
ganization to handle distribution via 


includes First National Bank of Boston. 


Deal by which George J. Schaefer is to obtain reissue rights to some 
350-400 Universal features has not been inked yet, but Schaefer declared 
Monday (31) that there was no breakdown in negotiations. 


Delay was 
quantity of paper work involved in 


rights as head of a syndicate which 
About $1,500,000 is involved in 
his son and son-in-law set up an or. 
states-righters. 








_ Picture 

















DENVER 


|“Susie Steps Out” (UA), also Es- 
| quire, Webber, good $15,000. 

| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Nora 
| Prentiss” (WB) and “Vacation Days” 
| (Mono), also Denver, Webber. Good 
$3,500. Last week, “Dead Reckon- 
ing” (Col) and “Susie Steps Out” 
| (UA), $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and “Blondie 
Knows Best” (Col). Nice $15,000. 
Last week, “Locket” (RKO) and 
“Beat Band” (RKO), big $18,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Michigan Kid” (U) and “Three on 
Ticket” (PRC). Fair $10,000. Last 
week, “Return Monte Cristo” (Col) 
and “Blondie’s Big Moment” (Col), 
$11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Jolson 
Story” (Col) (2d wk), after two 
weeks at Denver, Esquire, Webber. 
Big $6,000. Last week, record $7,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Nora 
Prentiss” (WB) and “Vacation Days” 
(Mono), also Denver, Esquire. Only 
$2,500. Last week, “Dead Reckon- 
ing” (Col) and “Susie Steps Out” 
(UA), $3,000. 


‘TRAIL ST.’ BEST BET 
IN THIN K.C., BIG 186 


Kansas City, April 1. 
New bills in nearly all spots this 


week but biz is not strong. Sole 
exception is “Trail Street” in the 
three Fox Midwest houses. Helped 
by a preem with Hollywood players 
in personal appearances, this is a 
natural for this section of the coun- 
try. Looks big $18,000 and likely 
holdover. “It Happened in Brook- 
lyn” at the Midland, “Perfect Mar- 
riage” at the Newman and “That 
Way With Women” at the Orpheum 
all are doing moderately. Week- 








many weeks, and trade was fairly 
brisk, 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire - Uptown - Fairway 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Trail Street” (RKO). On this 
Missouri preem and backed up by 
| pees ay personal 
of five RKO players, western opus 
is starting here as part of break-in 
campaign which has it opening in 
some 50 houses throughout the ter- 


(Fox 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550. 65) 
“Welldigger’s Daughter” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Nifty $6,500. Last week, about 
same. 

Midland 


(Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Blondie’s Holiday” (Col). Moderate 
$14,000. Last week, “Red House” 
(UA) and “Thirteenth Hour” (Col), 
$13,000. 


Newman 





(Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
5). “Perfect Marriage” (Par). 
Creditable $13,000. Last week, “My 
Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). 
stout $12,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— 
“That Way With Women” (WB) and 
“Crack-Up” (RKO). 
Last week, “The Locket’ (RKO) 
and “Beat the Band” (RKO), $13,000. 

Tower (Fox Joffee) (2,100: 45-65) 
—“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) and 
“Fabulous Suzanne” (Rep) with 
‘stage bill. Average $9,000. Last 
week, “Apache Rose” (Rep) and 
“Over the Santa Fe Trail” (Col) 
with vaude, $9,500. 


‘Brunette’ Colossal 426 
In Frisco; ‘Spring’ 206 


San Francisco, April 1. 
_ Big news here this week is show- 
ing being made by “Favorite Bru- 
nette,”’ 
Damon Runyon Cancer Fund benefit 
with Hollywood stars at event. It 
will hit a giant figure at the Para- 


mount despite how weak biz is else- 
where in 


> — 





vhere | town. “Suddenly It’s 
Spring” also Is nice at the St. 
Francis, playing first-run again. 





Paramount, St. Francis and -State, 
\ former West Coast operations, went 


Fas. 5 
* oe 


Continued from page 12 


end saw the first decent weather in | 


appearances | 


ritory. Big $18,000, and likely | 
| holdover. Last week, “Swell Guy” 
(U). Thin $12,000. 


“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and | 


Mild $12,000. | 


which was given a special | 


Grosses 








under Paramount management this 
week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“pe,. 
fect Marriage” (Par). Sad $15,000 
Last week, “Boomerang” (20th). 
$22,500. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-95) 


—“Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO) 
(Ist wk) plus vaude headed by 
| Smiley Burnette, Sibyl Bowan and 


Chuckwagon Boys. Mere $15,000, 
Last week, “Locket” (RKO) with 
Burnette and Chuckwagon Boys. 
okay $23,000. p 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,449: 
55-85 )—“Song Scheherazaue” (J) 
(3d wk). Modest $9,000 in 5 days. 
Last week, oke $13,500. ; 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 55-85)~ 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par). Opened 
with Damon Runyon Cancer Fund 


benefit with Hollywood stars at 
event. Colossal $42,000 or over. 
Last week, “Beast Five Fingers” 
(WB), modest $19,500 in 9 days. 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: $1.80 
to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (27th 
wk). Steady $4,000. Last week, 
$4,300. 

State (Par) (2,133; 55-85) — 
“Pursued” (WB) (m.o.). Down to 


$4,000 for final 3 days. Last week, 
second here, got $9,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par). Fine 
$20,000. Last week, subsequent- 
run. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207; 55-85)—“Fabulous Dorseys” 
(UA) (2d wk). Off to $7,000 or 
close. Last week, modest $10,500. 


United Nations (FWC) (1,149; $1 
to $1.80)—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Nice $20,000. Last week, 
wham $22,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)— 
“Lady In Lake” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Down to $16,000. Last week, nice 


$22,500. 


Omaha Mild; ‘0’Clock’ 736 
. ock 73 
Omaha, April 1” 
In a week marked by slower box- 
office, comparatively the best busi- 
ness in town is recorded by the 
Brandeis where “Johnny O'Clock’ 
is okay. Orpheum’s “Temptation 
and Paramount's “Love Laughs at 
| Andy Hardy” are each average. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65) — 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Child 
of Divorce” (RKO). Fairly good 
$7,500. Last week, “Dead Reckon- 
ing” (Col) and “Blondie’s Big Mo- 
ment” (Col), fine $12,000 in 10 days. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: we 
65}—"“Temptation” (U) and “Sunse 
Pass” (RKO). Average $9,800. Last 
week, “Bachelor's Daughters” (UA) 
| and Allan Jones and Carlos Molina 
orch on stage, sturdy $20,000. 
(Tristates) (3,000: 16- 
65)—“Love Laughs Andy Hardy 
(M-G). So-so $10,000. Last wee 
| “Dark Mirror” (U), stout $12,800. 








Paramount 








Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16 
—‘Dark Mirror” (U) (m0) & 
“Flight to Nowhere” (SG). Light 
$7,800. Last week, “Nora Prentiss 
| (WB) (m.o.) and “T ap” ( Mono’, 
| $9,000. 
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| U Franchises | 


Continued from page 5 — 


a company 
still would 








higher costing lineup, 
| spokesman explained. U 
\lime to have the power to make new 
franchise deals which would or 
linto consideration the revémpe 
| program since that’s the only rb 
ithe company, presently, can “? 
down first-run theatres. But as “ 
the hundreds of old franchises— 

| would rather let them die. ‘ 
| The change in view explains ! 

| company’s action recently in par 
ioe a strong defense against 4 yan 
suit brought in St, Louis by ©" ee 
|hib to compel the company '° wed 
‘ply with a franchise. U hired i 
| Raftery, of O’Brien, Driscoll. Raft ‘y 
'& Lawler, to fight the suit whit 


ac} In 
| was won several weeks og re 
| that case, the court backed th¢ —= 


York dedision and beld the 


| chises violative of anti-trust le.> 


‘ole Be 
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Eric Johnston Names 14 
Committees on Policy 


clearances on the Coast. Five first- 
run theatres are involved in South- 
ern California and 15 more in other 


houses has caused a traffic jam in | 


Scientific Scripts For Top B.0. 


Continued from page I 











their works, is setting them up in 
farm bungalows, giving them finan- 
cial backing and putting heavy in- 
vestments into legiters and films 
made from stories which its re- 
search shows wil] win returns at the 
b. 0. 

Scheme has been envisaged and | 
developed by Albert E. Sindlinger, 
who resigned six months ago as di- 











'“Message for Margaret,” currently 


in Boston. Sindlinger’s crew has 
worked with author James Parish 
through all the tryouts. Play, pro- 
duced by Stanley Gilkey in associa- 
tion with Henry Sherek, is due in 
New York April 15. 


Tieup has also been effected by 
Sindlinger with producers Lewis & 
Young. They are sending out, as a 


rector of Gallup’s Audience Re-/| result of his resarch, road com- 
search Institute. Started quietly | panies of “Desert Song” and “1 Re- 
last November, NEW currently has’ member Mama.” 

four hits on Broadway, a film start- In the film field, NEW is working 
ing into production and a successful with producer Edward Golden. It 
new novel on its hands 


Combined with its other activities 
is an entertainment § investment- 
counselling service that will spread 
a would-be angel's moolah over a 
series of NEW-approved plays. 
Backbone of the financial setup is a 
$100,000 fund provided by Walter E. 
Heller, head of a tremendous Chi- 
cago investment syndicate which is 
w. k. to Hollywood through back- 
ing of indie films. Number of other 
people wishing to take advantage of 
the NEW service—outfit takes a fee 


has done considerable research and 
has an investment in “Texas, Heaven 
and Brooklyn.” Pic was originally 
labeled “Eddie and the Archangel 
Mike.” the change being made when 
Sindlinger’s staff discovered that de- 
spite the fact it had been published 
as a book, the title wouldn't sell. 
Arrangements have now been made 
for republishing it under the new 
moniker, 


In addition, Golden has just signed 
Bea Lillie for the pic as result of 


| Eric Johnston announced at the 
annual meeting of the Motion Pic- 





‘ture Assn. in New York Monday | 
(31) appointment of 14 committees 
| to handle policy in various divisions. | 
| Chairman of the committees are: | 
| Executive—Eric Johnston, prez 
|}and board chairman, MPA. 
| Finance—George Borthwick, sec- | 
retary-treasurer, MPA. | 

Membership—Jack Cohn, Colum- 
bia. 

International Relations — Spyros 
Skouras. 20th-Fox. 

Theatre Executive—Joseph Vogel, 
Loew's. 

Title—Adolph Schimel, Universal. 

Law — Austin C., Keough, Para- 
mount. 

Copyright—Edwin P. Kilroe, 20th- 
Fox. 

Statistical Research— Donald A 
Henderson, 20th-Fox. 

Educational Services — John M. 
Whitaker, RKO. 

Community Relations—Ned E. De- 


pinet, RKO. 

Solicitations — Barney Balaban, 
Paramount. 

Advertising Advisory Council— 


Charles Schlaifer, 20th-Fox. 





























sectors of the west. Ban, which in- 
and news- 


cludes features, shorts 
reels, affects three theatres in Aber- 


|!deen, Wash., four in Salem, Ore., 
three in Santa Barbara, and one 
each in Fresno, San Pedro, San 
| Bernardino, Huntington Park and 


Beverly Hills. 


In many cases Fox West Coast is 
in opposition to Warner houses and 


|if unable to absorb Eagle-Lion and 


U-I product, those two distribution 
outfits will find it difficult to collect 
their customary rentals in a number 
of cities. In Beverly Hills the War- 
ner theatre has been playing U-I 
first runs. Under the ban, the only 
available first-run house in that 
zone is the FWC Beverly, which is 
tied up for a long roadshow run of 
“The Best Years of Our Lives,” a 
Goldwyn production. 
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‘Verdoux’ Policy 


Continued from page 5 








linally involved in the deal for the 


Broadway. Idea was for him to take 


over the house and operate it for the | 


Sod teehave Gepesiied sums fron NEW’s surprise findings on the ff company. UA, however, skipped the 

pe nae? Tg om British comedienne’s great drawing idea in favor of running the situa- 

: : ae ie In the publishing field, Sindlinger Coltiemsa ¢ eid a it Eases Logjam 

Basis of the whole scheme is pre- pa. peen working with Reynal & ——=— n rom-page 5 == With “Verdoux” going into the 
testing agen the public via e Hitchcock and researched “The Tin | to film content abroad. In this con- | Broadway, UA is now trying to get 
research unit. However, Sindlinger Flute” by Gabril Roy. There's no|nection he also praised constructive |“The Macomber. Affeir,” Benedict 
insists, unlike the Gallup setup, he saying, of course, how far NEW is/and cooperative attitude of the stu- | Bogeaus production starring Greg- 
RASS pienso or" fesearen—Dul A responsible, but the novel has been | dios in regard to the production ory Peck and Joan Bennett, into the 
use it. Therefore, NEW will not test osen as a Literary Guild selection | code. Riv. Deal has already been made 
the “want-to-see” of any film or legit 


script unless it has the right to make 
an investment in its production. 

Plan is eventually to place the 
NEW seal—something like the Good 
Housekeeping label—on plays, pix 
and books which have been tested 
and top a certain standard of audi- 
ence response. Idea is that any 
potential ticket or book-buyer, see- 
ing the seal, will know that he’s 
going to like the film or play or book, 
because it has been found that a 
majority of the population has 
okayed it. 

Entirely new technique of testing 
out stories—far-advanced from and 
considerably more costly than the 
Gallup method of putting the story 
line on a card and presenting it to a 
cross-section audience—has been de- 
veloped by Sindlinger. He refuses to 


and has just been bought for films 
by Universal-International. 
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Pix Promotion 


Continued from page 5 














increased stress on exhibitor and 
public relations, which will be Met- 
ro’s “main-objective” this year. Spe- 
cial emphasis is to be laid on selling 
the public “the story of M-G-M as a 
brand name-that means to them bet- 


| ter entertainment value.” 


Pointing up the problems inherent 
in the inaugration of competitive 
selling, Rodgers declared that Metro 
will follow the decree to the letter 
“if, as and when” it is final. He has 
warned hts sales staff that any at- 


tempts to turn bidding into their 
ad an pe coo od re « og 'own personal advantage won’t be 
a eS i |tolerated. To facilitate compliance 


crease shortly to 35—working on it. 


NEW will make audience-response 
tests on scripts of plays, films and 
novels 
been written, and offer suggestions 
for changes. Important facet of the 
setup, however, is to house a stable 


of writers in bungalows on the Sind- | 
linger farm near Hopewell, N. J.— | 


there are two scriveners there now 
and have them turn out tested prop- 
erties. 


Sindlinger claims they save 75° 
of writing time because whenever 
they get to a puzzling turn in the 
plot, they can get an immediate an- 
swer on which way to go from the 
public via tests. The author goes 
out with the research crew to see 
the responses first hand. 

Sindlinger, who developed the con- 
cept of “Audience Penetration,’ now 
widely used in film research to de- 


before or after they have} 


with the decree, more stress will be 
laid on a “close and understanding 
personal relationship between our 
organization and its customers, for 
too much time spent in technical 
contract concentration can react to 
_the detriment of the industry.” 


| In an effort to bolster exhib rela- 
tions, M. L. “Mike” Simons, now 
editor of the Distributor, Metro’s 
| house sales organ, has been named 
| special assistant to H. M. Richey, 
| head of the company’s sales promo- 
| tion, exhibitor and public relations 
| department. Rodgers said that plans, 
| still in the formative stages, will 
take both Richey and Simons into 
the field more often to establish 
, closer contact with the field sales 
staff and with exhibs. Simons, who 
replaces Walter Brooks as Richey’s 
assistant, will continue to edit the 


Distributor. | 


re lie with 
note familiarity of the public with a Redeem slea-rewecied hat ane et! 


preperty—and demonstrated to be . ; 
directly tied to its b.o.-return—states Metro's field sales managers is to be 
it has long-since been proved that stationed at the homeoffice at all 
“AP” is pushed up for a film by "mes as an acting assistant general 
having first been a book and/or a sales manager in association with 
play. His idea, therefore, is to run | Edwin H. Saunders and Eddie Aaron. 
NEW-developed works through the | Fieldmen will rotate in the job to 








gamut, whenever practical. UIti- | give them a national, as well as re- 
mate aim is always to film the gional outlook, and so promote the 
stories, with preceding work on) maximum .of efficiency and under- 
Broadway and books merely to push Standing” in the Metro distribution 
up value for pictures. _ organization. 
Success of NEW research meth-— 
ods, Sindlinger meintains, is evident | 
by its selection of plays for back- Savini-MPA 
ing. Since November, it has had an_ : 
opportunity to invest in 21 scripts. Continued from page 9 zo 
It passed up 16 of these and all 16) ; 
flopped except one (“All My Sons”). and Liberty. Kelly challenged 
It put money in five, of which four Savini’s right to the handle and 
are current hits. They are “Lady there was some acrimonious letter- 
Windermere’s Fan,” “Sweethearts.” | writing. 
“Burlesque” and “Joan of Lorraine.”| In the meantime, Monogram, 
NEW also backed one flop—‘“Story | which is not a signatory to the title 
of Mary Surratt.”’ Sindlinger main- | bureau's agreement, is making a pic 
tains that the research showed it under the “Kilroy Was Here” label 
would tailspin, but that the invest- and probably will have it in release 
ment was made anyway to prove! in time to obviate any further argu- 
certain principles. Pre-testing in ment between Kelly and Savini. 
Santa Barbara and New York proved | Surprisingly small number of title | 
exactly the same thing, he said, that disputes become serious. In 1946, | 
the script, the players and the au- there were 2,978 monikers regis- | 
thor (Patrick Hamilton) all rated tered, with protests made on 460 of | 
high, but that the subject matter them. All the protests were amicably 
did not. negotiated between the ocapeninn, | 
NEW has additional coin in one; only two having to go to arbitra- 
show now on a pre-Breadway tour | tion. About 50,000 titles have been 
and two about to be revived for registered in the past 17 years, with 
road tours. One coming in is only approximately 50 arbitrations. | 





Directors decided to call a special 
/membership meeting to consider 
proposal to increase from one to two 
the number of directors from each 
company. 
| All the directors were reelected 
except Robert Perkins, general coun- 
|sel of Warner Bros. His place was 
|taken by Herman Robbins, of Na- 
|tional Screen Service. Reelected 
were Johnston, Barney Balaban, 
|Nate Blumberg, George Borthwick, | 
| Jack Cohn, Cecil B. deMille, Ned 
Depinet, Earle W. Hammons, Edward 
B. Hatrick, Joseph H. Hazen, Hal 
Roach, Nicholas M. Schenck, Spyros | 
Skouras and Albert Warner. 

Milliken An Exception 

All officers were renamed except 
Car) E. Milliken, who will be 70 next 
July and is retiring after 21 years’ | 
service as secretary af the associa- 
tion. Borthwick, the treasurer, will 
double into the secretarial post. 
| Milliken, former Governor of | 
Maine, for some months now has| 
been restricting his activities to the 
| MPA’s educational film projects and 
| will continue to do so. Much of the 
|work in the international field 
| which he formerly handled has been 
| taken over by a new division headed 
| by Gerald Mayer, who joined the 
association last year. 


; 


} 


| opening. 





Officers reelected Monday are 
Johnston, prez and board chairman; | 
Joseph I. Breen, v.p.; Francis S. | 
Harmon, v.p.: Sidney Schreiber, as~+| 
sistant secretary; Fred W. DuVall, | 
assistant treasurer, and James S. | 
Howie, assistant secretary-treasurer. | 

Board okayed plans submitted by | 
Joseph R. Vogel, of Loew’s, chair- 
man of the program committee, for | 
the dinner in New York May 8, 
marking the oth anni of the MPA. | 
J. Arthur Rank, British film tycoon, | 
will be guest of honor. 


U-WB Tiff 


Continued from page 4 —— 


tions by William Goetz, U-I studio 
head, for Robert Buckner, WB pro- 
ducer, apparently continued undi- 
minished and that company has 
made no peace overtures. 

On the Eagle-Lion front, an E-L 
spokesman declared that ghe com- 
pany still had no official word of 
any ban. Warners, reportedly, 
clamped a banishment of E-L prod- 
uct during the same week that it 
moved against U on the charge of 
“unfair” tactics with reference to 
Joan Leslie. Bryan Foy, E-L studio 
topper, had signed Miss Leslie while 
she was feuding in court with WB 
over her employment pact. 

E-L’s’ position was regarded 
strengthened by the decision this 
week of the California appellate 
court upholding an invalidation of 
the Leslie-WB contract. The legal 
battle continues, however, since 
Warners has announced a further 
appeal. 


Booking Jam Hits Coast As 
WB Bans E-L, Rank Pix 


Los Angeles, April 1. 
Embargo on Eagle-Lien, Univer- 
Sal-International and J. Arthur 
Rank preduct in Warners cireuit 











with Universal for “Carnegie Hall” 
to go into the Winter Garden May 1. 


|'This will be one of the two pix for 


which house was committeed when 
U took over its operation from UA 


last fall. “Arch of Triumph,” En- 
terprise’s Bergman-Boyer _ starrer, 
may follow “Verdoux” into the 


Broadway, clearing up the theatre 
jam considerably for UA. 


With the house and date finally | 


set for “Verdoux,” UA is going ahead 
full speed to plant publicity for the 
preem. Decision was made just in 


'time to catch next Sunday’s papers, 
which will be the one preceding the | 
who has been | 
|reticent about publicity, has agreed 


Chaplin, 


to interviews by a small group of 
top newsmen. 

Picture will not be screened for 
anyone before the preem, with most 


UA execs, as well as newspaper re- | 


viewers, seeing it then for the first 
time. It was viewed last week only 
by a small group of top ad and pub- 
licity planners. 

Legion of Decency saw the film 
Monday morning and is expected to 
put a classification on the film by 
today (Wednesday). There was a 


slight hint, entirely unofficial, that 
the pic might be found objectionable 
in part and some cuts asked. 









UA Reps 


Continued from page 5 


was of the relationship of the pro- 
ducers to UA under decree selling. 

Pretty well agreed upon was a 
plan for employing a common coun- 


sel to represent -ll the producers in | 
matters pertaining to the decree, | 


particularly in regard to the UA re- 
lationship. However, George J. 
Schaefer, Enterprise v.p. in charge 
of distribution, who was named 
spokesman for the group, declared 
|Monday (21) the idea might be 
dropped as a result of the delay in 
decree selling granted by the Su+ 
preme Court. 

At the meeting were Schaefer, 
David E. Weshner, who reps Sam 
Coslow and Bing Crosby; Harry 
Gold, who reps Howard Hughes; 
Budd Rogers, who reps Charles 
Rogers and Seymour Nebenzal; Sey- 
mour Poe, rep of Sol Lesser, and 
Harry Kosiner, rep of Edward 
Small, Comet and Andrew Stone. 

Among those not present were 
Carl Leserman, repping Benedict 
Bogeaus and Loew-Levin: Lowell 
Calvert, repping Hunt Stromberg; 
Sam Dembow, Jr.. repping Morros- 
LeBaron; Ted Baumfeld. repping 
Arnold Pressburger; and Harvey 
Day, repping Jules Levey. 

Baumfeld was unable to attend 
the meeting because of illness. Dem- 
bow was out of town. Next con- 
clave is slated for next Tuesday (8). 


Rob K. C. Theatre 


: Kansas City, April 1. 
Kimo theatre, former Dickinson 
circuit subsequent-run now showing 
foreign films first run, was robbed 
after closing hours. Bandits entered 
the manager's office and walked off 
with house safe containing some 
$2,700 in cash. Robbers stole a truck 
parked nearby to cart away the safe. 

















———— 








Repub Board 


Continued from page 3 


and predicted this would be th 
gest year to date for Rep. 
Special emphasis on the impo 
of the new Trucolor process to 
interests; a Roy Rogers western 
|lensed in the present two-color sys. 
|tem, was screened for the stock. 
holders following the meet. 


Company technicians are now cone 
ducting tests with three colors for 
| the system and Yates expressed cons 
| fidence it would be ready for com< 
mercial use in three colors by Sep. 
jtember, Citing advantages of Tru- 
|color over other color film pro- 
cesses, Yates explained the colors 
are mixed in with the emulsion so 


€ big- 
e laid 
riance 
Rep's 





that release prints can be turned 
out as rapidly as they are in black 
and white. Cost is much lower than 


any other color process today and 
Yates said Rep may find it possible 
\to license the system to other 
| studios, both in the U. S. and abroad 
in the future. ; 


Yates Continues As Prexy 
| 


| Yates will continue as prexy under 
the five-year contract he signed 
March 1, 1946, but it’s likely his 
duties will be split up since the non- 
Yates interests in the company fee] 
he’s been overloading himself with 
too many diverse activities Im- 
pending conflict for control of Rep 
was avoided by Yates willingly 
heeding the demands of the other 
interests for the right to name six 
directors to the board. 


| Meeting of the new board mem- 
| bers was held immediately after the 
stockholders’ meet and, though all 
signs pointed to acrimonious debate 
over the company’s future policy, 
things reportedly ran _ smoothly. 
One new board member, in fact, 
termed the meet a “love feast.” 
Board is slated to meet again in 
|N. Y. April 24. 


In line with this, William J. Ger- 
man, prexy of J. E. Brulatour, Inc, 
denied this week that his company 
had any interest in the operations 
of Rep, except from the standpoint 
of Rep’s being a customer. Fact 
that the firm owns some Rep stock 
is “purely incidental,” he said. Ger- 


;} Man conceded, however, that the 
Rep management had “requested” 
the Brulatour. interests to suggest 


two directors and said Brvulatour had 
followed through on the suggestion, 


At the time the first three non- 
Yates reps were named to the board 
in February, Yates himself added 
the name of Edwin Van Pelt. veepee 
of the Continental Bank & Trust 
Co., N. Y¥., through which Rep does 
much of its financing. Van Pelt. it’s 
believed, can be expected to vote 
with independence in any show- 
down, which might indicate that 
-Yates could swing no more than 
half the 14 directors on any hot 
issue. 

Some of the large stockholding 
interests in Rep are reportedly dis- 
satisfied with the earpings and 
progress of the company during the 
lush war years. Hence they've 





stepped in to exercise partial con- 
trol. 












Metro’s Bids 


Continued from page 5 


| made, as in the past, in non-com- 
| petitive situations where pix are to 
|be sold under straight sales, if the 
exhib loses money on the run. 
Rodgers emphasized, however, that 
if an exhib bids over his head ‘n 
order to buy product away from his 
opposition and then leses meney en 
the run, Metro will not be able to 
adjust it. It’s believed the de- 
cree itself would prevent adjust- 
ments of this type, since it wouldn't 
be fair to the competing exhib who 
lost out in the bidding. 


As far as clearance disputes are 
concerned, Rodgers expressed hope 
that conciliation would always be 
able to solve the disputes as in the 
past. Metro will agree to arbitratien 
of such disputes as a final resort but, 
according to Rodgers, such long, €*- 
pensive litigation too often “leaves 
ill will in its wake.” He also ¢X- 
pressed hope that the technicalities 
of the decree would not impair rel@- 
tions with Metro's present 14,060- 
16,000 exhib customers, declaring he 
was convinced that a “peaceful !"- 
dustry means a prosperous industry. 

Despite Metro's plan for increased 
production, Rodgers said he didnt 
think it would be possible to relewse 
more than two or three films @ 
month for the rest of the year. Th's 
means there will be no increase 39 
the 22-24 releases fer 1947 or'#i- 
inally announced. 
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The hottest name on any marquee today is 


GREGORY PECK 









GREGORY PECK 
JOAN BENNETT 
Ernest Hemingway's 
THE MACOMB 
AIR 


ROBERT PRESTON 


Regina| i nee y+ Jean Gillie 
Benedict Bogeaus and 


LASFPY | 





Released thru UA 





Opening in 35 key spois starting April 10! 
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RKO and French Pathe’s 50-50 Deal 


On Chevalier and 


Other Productions 





RKO's deal with Cine-Pathe-+ 
France, under which the Franco- 
American combine recently pro- 


duced the Maurice Chevalier starrer, 
“Man About Town,” provides for a 
60-50 split of worldwide profits and 
@ dollar-for-dollar matching on pro- 
duction costs, Jack Votion, RKO’s 
European studio rep, disclosed this 
week. Same sort of proposition, 
Votion szid, has been set on the two- 


pic pact which the company has 
made in England with J. Arthur 
Rank. 


Since Pathe supplied its Paris stu- 
@io and considerable equipment, 
RKO made that up by forking over 
its equivalent in cash, according to 
Votion. The joint venture was the 
first of its type, with the current 
agreement to apply to several more 
productions plinned for the French 
studio. Pathe will distribute in all 
French speaking areas while RKO 
handles ithe remainder of the world. 
All coin realized will be tossed into 
one pot for even divvy. 

The Chevalier vehicle employs a 
movel device to beat the rap on for- 
eign language pix in the U.S. and 
to insure the film general distribu- 
tion. There is no subtitling, but a 
running English commentary by 
Chevalier explzins the pic’s action. 
At necessary points in the film the 
Original Gallic give-and-take is 
muted to allow Chevalier’s comment 
to cut in for American audiences. 
Film was so scripted from its incep- 


tion so that the Chevalier stunt 
eould be pulled. 
Dubbing of the French actor’s 


commentary is currently under way 
at the Pathe studio in New York, 
Votion said. Robert Pirosh, RKO 
scripter who handled both the story 
and several of the songs piped in 
the film, is now working with 
Chevalier on the project. Fact that 
the French actor is scoring with 
New York customers has RKO hope- 
ful that the device will mean top 
business, the RKOer added. 

Commenting on the plight of the 
French film industry, Votion opined 
that the production end has often 
gone overboard on negative costs by 
putting out pictures with a nut in 
excess of 35,000,000 to 40,000,000 
francs. That amount is the top that 
& good Gallic film can gross in 
French - speaking sectors of the 
world, he said, but French producers 
have turned out pix costing as high 
as 125,000,000 francs. “Their first 
problem is to master making films 
that can be paid for in the French 
market,” Votion declared, “Then the 
balance will be so much velvet.” 

The problem is a knotty one, he 
said, because production costs in 
France were rising by “lezps and 
bounds.” Citing-“Man About Town” 
as an example, Votion said producer 
Rene Clair had planned to pay 250.- 
000 francs for paving blocks but that 
by the time the purchase was com- 
ene costs had soared to 400,000 
ranes, 

Votion is visiting the States to 
meet with Dore Schery and talk 
Continental talent, story buys and 
other policies. He leaves for the 
Coast Saturday (5) and returns to 
his London office May 9. 


Rank New Zealand Deal 
May Hit Lesser U.S. Pix 


Washington, Apri] 1. 

American secondary pictures may 
be hurt in the New Zealand market 
as result of the recent J. Arthur 
Rank circuit buy-in there, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce reports. 
Odeon Holdings (N. Z.) Ltd., a sub- 
sidiary of Rank’s Overseas Cine- 
matograph Theatres Ltd., recently 
purchased 50% interest in the Rob- 
ert Kerridge chain which is ex- 
pected _to guarantee additional 
screen time for British pictures. 

British films will gain since hav- 
ing entry into 135 houses, of the 
Kerridge circuit. 

“Members of the trade,” reports 
the Commerce Department, “feel 
that the partnership will have little 
effect on the screening of grade A 
American films and that if the vol- 
ume of American films shown in 
New Zealand is. effected, it will be 
on B films.” 








GREATER UNION RE-SIGNS COL. 


Sydney, March 25. 
Greater Unien again has signed 
Columbia on a product term deal. 
Makes the seventh time. 


Norman Rydge signed for Greater 


Union, with Nick Terry signaturing | 


for Columbia. 


_ 


State Dept. Protests 
Vs. Sweden’s Pix Curb 


Washington, April 1. 
State Department has made a gen- 
erzl protest to Sweden against that 
country’s plan to curb imports in 
order to conserve foreign exchange. 
Slated for a sharp bite is American 


films, it means that fewer prints 
probably to be admitted there. 
Original press reports out of 


Sweden were to the effect that a 
complete embargo would be placed 
on our films by the Swedes. How- 
ever, the U.S. embassy in Stockholm 
checked and found that this weuld 
not be so. 


New Rank Edict Calls 
For Comedies Instead 
Of So Many Thrillers 


London, March 18. 

J. Arthur Rank’s latest order is— 
“Let the People Laugh.” This in- 
struction has gone to all production 
units. Rank and his top associates 
decided there were too many crime 
pictures. Circuits are already play- 
ing many British and U. S. crime 
films. 

But now Rank thinks the cycle is 
being overdone and that the public 
here would welcome laugh films. 
Call has consequently gone out 
from Rank story department for 
laugh stories, and the dearth of 
these stories is expected to be a 
headache for Robert MacDermott, 
story chief of Rank organization. 

And the MacDermott headache 
will need more aspirins because of 
the U. S. market. Rank has no in- 
tention of letting th< increasing 
prestige of his products slide in 
American cinemas, so the comedies 
have got to be international, and 
British screen humor has seldom 
proved acceptable to U. S. theatre 
patrons. Rank also has no intention 
of making small-budget laugh pro- 
ductions. Some of his “Do’s and 
Don'ts” include that the humor 
must not be too domestic English of 
the “Quiet Week-End” variety. 
Nor of the George Formby slapstick 
brand. And not quite as sophisti- 
cated as Noel Coward's “Blithe 
Spirit.” It can be more,of “The 
Rake’s Progress” style. It can be 
like “Green for Danger” which, al- 
though a whodunit, was given com- 
fedy twist. 


British Film Briefs 


London, March 25. 

Gaumont-British animation sec- 
tion of J. Arthur Rank Organization 
was completely cut off by the 
Thames floods and turned into huge 
inland lake with emergency supplies 
being supplied them by Army 
amphibious’ vehicles .... “Brighton 
Rock,” Boulting Bros. pic, is first 
production being made at Amalga- 
mated Studios, Elstree, owned by 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, which starts 
shooting April 14....Cecil Parker 
plays top role in “The First Gentle- 
man,” with Marcel Varnel produc- 
ing for Columbia-British Pictures. 
Possible that Joan Greenwood will 
play the Wendy Hiller role, with 
shooting to start in April. 


Cineguild has chosen’ Robert 
Donat for top role in “Oliver Twist” 
... Associated British Picture Corp.’s 
first film in resumption of produc- 
tion will be Francis Brett Young’s 
“Brother Johnathan,” with Harold 
French directing. Shooting starts in 
June at Welwyn Studios....Stan 
Laurel a food poisoning victim... . 
Arthur Krim, prexy of American 
Eagle-Lion Pictures here with first 
pic “Lost Honeymoon,” first under 
reciprocal deal. He is conferring 
with Rank, whom he meets for first 

















| time, about general production and 


distribution program for coming 
year....Joe Seidelman to Payis 
shortly for European sales confer- 
ence. Al Daff, his aide, goes with 
him as well as Seidelman’s wife.... 
Col. James M. Franey, prexy United 
World Pictures of America, Univer- 
sal Pictures’ subsidiary, devoted to 
substandard films, now here, is well 
known in official circles in England, 





having been chief of U. S. Army 
Personnel under General Eisen- 


; hower during the war. 








Phone Strike 


Continued from page | aaa 








work with scabs,” in a letter to 
Joseph Beirne, president of the 
phone union, although NABET has 
taken no strike vote. 

CBS has a contract with the Inter 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. AFL, and there is no indi- 
cation whether they would strike. 
Fact is, however, that the radio net 
programs would dry up soon enough 
if the phone company wire repair 
men go out. 





Hooper Ratings Due For 
Fadeout in Phone Strike 


The threatened nationwide tele- 
phone strike, which up to last night 
(Tues.) was still set for next Mon- 
day (7), wouldn’t seriously cripple 
operations of the radio networks. 
from a mechanical standpoint. 
The webs believe their permanent 
circuits are sufficiently flexible and 
under their own operating control 
between main studio centers to pre- 
vent any major disruption of pro- 
gramming. 

It's pointed out that 99% of the 
web shows originate from New York, 
| Chicago, Hollywood or Washington 
|“From a program viewpoint, we 








—— _-+ 





It’s An Ill Wind 


Normally quiet, reserved A. C. 
Nielsen, the Chicago radio-audi- 
meter man, can be expected to 
break out in loud chortles if a 
telephone strike comes off and 
lasts very long. 

His arch-rival, C. E. Hooper, 
without a telephone to turn to, 
would be ratingless. But Niel- 
sen’s little audimeters would go 
»right on! 








don’t expect too much difficulty,” 
said one net exec. The webs also 
have permanent teletype lines be- 
tween regular pickup points. During 
a strike, of course, maintenance serv- 
ice on lines would be cut off. Also, 
remote pickups for spot broadcasts 
would be out of the question. 

One radio industry operation 
which would face a complete shut- 
down, however, in event of any pro- 
longed phone tieup, is C. E. Hooper’s 
rating poll. Hooper hasn't been 
caught napping on that possibility. 
Word went out last week to Hooper 
outposts in the 33 rating cities to 
advance the next checking period by 
24 hours, starting tabulations Mon- 
day (31) and carrying them through 
Sunday (6). Normal checking pe- 
riod is the first through the seventh 
of each month, 

Effect of the switch, to escape pos- 
sibility of a phone blackout on the 
last day of the usual polling period, 
is simply to rate Monday programs 
a week ahead of normal. 

If the strike comes off, but is set- 
tled within a week—and it seems 
doubtful that it would last any long- 
er than that, owing to its paralyzing 
effect on communications—Hooper 
can breathe easy again. His second 
April checking period doesn’t start 
until the 15th. 

This isn’t the first time the Hooper 
pollers have faced such a situation. 
A threatened phone strike about a 
year ago had them holding their 
breath. 





Odeon Theatre Halted 


Monrtreal, April 1. 

Odeon theatre chain, exhib outfit 
in Canada for J. Arthur Rank in- 
terests, has run into a snag in its 
building program that may set a 
precedent for future action as far as 
film house construction is concerned. 
Group of families and commercial 
tenants, letting premises at the cen- 
trai St. Catherine and Crescent area, 
have appealed to Prices Board (Can- 
ada’s OPA) to bar any attempt by 
the landlord to evict them in order 
to make room for building of new 
Odeon house. 

One of the tenants, Rose Silver- 
stone, asked the court to issue a writ 
restraining Rentals Administrator 
(Prices Board) from proceeding. 





Mex Trans-Luxer Gets ‘Deception’ 
: Mexico City, April 1. 
Opening of Trans-Lux’s swanky 
cinema in Hote] Prado here delayed 
from March 27 to April 2, because 
of a snag in the booking of “It’s a 
Wonderful Life’ (RKO). Another 
house had a previous bid in for it. 
“Deception” (WB) is opening film. 
Gala inauguration was by invita- 
tion only. Regular admission will be 
$1 top. House, known as the Prado. 
will give patrons choice of pop, 
coffee, tea, chocolate plus pastry. 








British Exhibs Huddle 
On Theatre Ad Control 


London, March 25. 
British exhibitor tgppers are meet- 
ing to consider the government's 
new town planning bill which pro- 


poses that advertising displays out- 
side theatres be controlled’ by 
licensing. 


Circuit representatives at the con- 
clave plan to formulate a plan regu- 
larizing some clauses of the bill. 





Argent. Show Biz Czar 
Shutters 3 Pix Houses 
Under Film Quota Law 


Montevideo, March 25. 

Determined to enforce the protec- 
tionist decree which calls for all 
Argentine film theatres to exhibit 
one Argentine subject a month on 
a percentage basis, Argentina’s en- 
tertainment czar, Alfredo Bolognesi, 
shuttered the Plaza, Sarmiento and 
Arizona theatres on March 9, alleg- 
ing repeated disregard for the terms 
of the decree. 

The fact that the Arizona, a house 
which usually specializes in west- 
erns and comedies, had announced 
Chas. Chaplin's “Dictator” for Mon- 
day following the ban, may have 
had something to do with the sud- 
den drastic enforcement of the de- 
cree. At the time the shuttering 
went into effect the Plaza was 
billing “Claudia and David.” The 
Sarmiento was featuring “Adios 
Pampa Mia” together with “Scarlet 
Pimpernel” and another oldie. The 
Arizona was running “The Man in 
Grey” and “The Girl from Lenin- 
grad.” 

These three houses are in the up- 
town district, playing three to four 
old-run pix on grind policy at a 
40c top. 

Bolognesi is determined to go 
through with his scheme to set 
heavy taxes on imported pix, and 
Hollywood distribs are in continuous 
confaos with government officials on 
this score. 





German-Language Revue 
Scores in Amsterdam 


Amsterdam, March 25. 

Although deemed an experiment 
to present a show in the German 
language such a short time after the 
occupation, Rudolf Nelson's cabaret- 
revue, “Servus, Meine Herren,” is 
doing well at the Minerva-Paviljoen. 
His group consists largely of Ger- 
man Jews who sought refuge in 
Holland during the war. 

Nelson-produced shows frequent- 
ly were seen on Dutch stages before 
the war and as far as his current 
offering is concerned he appears to 
have retained the sympathy of the 
Dutch public. Another new post- 
war entry is the recent preem of 
the ABC-Cabaret at the Leidschep- 
lein theatre with a show titled “Re- 
member My Forgotten Shows.” 
Stars are Wim Kan and Gorry Vonk, 
who spent most of the war in a Jap 
concentration camp. 





Down Mexico Way 











Mexico City, March 25. 

American Eagles, high-wire bike 
balancers, headlining Circo Atayde, 
Mexican circus current here. ..Jack 
Cummings gave President Miguel 
Aleman and some cabinet mem- 
bers private exhibitions of Metro's 
“Fiesta Brava”...Some cinemas are 
cancelling contracts with certain 
Mexican newsreels, complaining they 
contain too much advertising... 
Elvira Vargas, writer-newswoman, 
is Mexico's first petticoat city edi- 
tor, holding that job on “El Na- 
cional,” daily government organ 
here. President Aleman appointed 
her. 

Maria Felix, tops pic actress, dick- 
ering with Filmex to become a co- 


as assistant manager of Panamerican 
Films to head Francis Films de 
Mexico, French pix distributor... 
Mauricio de la Serna readying pic 
production of “Song League of 1947.” 
starring Mapy Cortes, Puerto Rican 
comedienne, who featured the stage 
version...Spyros P. Skrouas and 








Murray Silverstone here, 


producer...Alfredo Holguin has quit | 


See Hope for Better Austrian Prod. 
If Wien Film Gets New Management 


Vienna, March 25. 
“With income tapering off as value 
of remaining usable pre-V-E_ day 
German pictures decreases through 
saturation sales and increasing come 
petition from U. S. and British pix, 
Wien Film, handed back to Austrian 


government trusteeship in January 
is the center of much talk on tons 
pending absorption or reorganiza. 
tion deals. Only important Wien 


Film assets remaining are Sievering 


Studio (long tied up by power 
shortage, but now resuming) and 
modern, Nazi - built Rosenhugel 
plant. Latter is held by Russians, 


with scant prospect of Moscow let. 
ting go. 


Indications are that the Austrian 
regime would like to see the whole 
loose production and distribution 
picture pulled together so that bet. 
ter pictures could be made for the 
sake of needed foreign 
Some 60 producers are 


exchange, 
licensed 


here, with facilities available for 
only two shooting schedules at all 
studios, and these much delayed, 
Likewise, postwar product to date 


has been far below export standard, 
Feeling is that Austrian producers 
have unsuccessfully tried pale imi- 
tations of Hollywood. One producere 
actor-director who might do a bet- 
ter job, Willi Forst, is snarled up in 
legal action with Wien Film over 
ownership of the completed but un- 
cut negative of a big color musical, 
“Vienna Maidens,’ completed late 
in the war. Forst won't start new 
production until “Maidens” is re. 
leased, 


Haym Weissman, Swiss-Polish 
film operator who also has large 
theatre interests in South America, 
is due here this week for talks with 
Wien Film. He’s interested in buy- 
ing in for Swiss francs, which should 
interest Austrians. If he could get 
a satisfactory deal for control of 
Wien Film assets along with re- 
leasing agreements from half dozen 
prospectively good producers a 
workable situation might be cre- 
ated. This would leave Karl Hartl 
and his Goebbels-bred Wien Film’ 
management on the outside. 


Allies look unfavorably on Hartl 
remaining in more than the nominal 
berth he now holds in Wien Film, 
Story is that Weissman would put 
in Geza von Bolvary as production 
boss. Another theory is that Sasscha 
Film, pre-anschluss power here, was 
reorganized with Austrian governe 
ment money for purpose of taking 
over along the same lines. Consen- 
sus is that something had better be 
done quick before the release of ad- 
ditional flops plus Russian-sponsored 
productions using Nazi players and 
directors unacceptable elsewhere. 





Holland Govt. Sets Up 


2 Units for Musicians 


Amsterdam, March 25. 

Two organizations that will han- 
dle artist bookings have been 
licensed by the Ministry of Social 
Affairs at The Hague. Stichting 
Nederlands Impressariat will book 
long-hairs, while Ibuk will confine 
its operations to musicians and POP* 
ular talent. 

With the establishment of Stich 
ting, it is expected that its activie 
ties will not freeze out private agen 
cies. Setup on Ibuk is not so well 
known. Both institutions have em= 
ployers and employees in equa 
strength and are supervised by the 
government. Currently all private 
agents in the entertainment field 
have no government license and its 
reported that none will be granted. 





Mage’s European Junket 

James Mage, foreign film distribue 
tor and operator of the Lafimovié, 
N. Y., sails for London Apri! 9 0m 
a six-month junket through Evrope 
to get new product. : 

Owner of the Cinephone circuit, 
with some six houses in France, 8? 
one in Belgium, Mage expects t 
confer with authorities in England 
regarding the return of another 
theatre in England requisitioned bY 
the government. 


Previously identified entirely with 
operation of Laffmovies in Boston 
and Baltimore as well as New York, 
James Mage last week leased the 
Studio, N. Y. for his foreign product. 
The 650-seater will be known as 
Studio 65. House tees off next Satvlt 
day (5) with “The Bellman,” French 
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akeover of U.S. Distrib in Germany 


Nearer, Maas Goes Over for Huddles 


i aas, Motion Picture Ex- 
ee general manager, flew to 
lin on March 30 to huddle with 
ititary officials regarding transfer 
of all U. S. film distribution to the 
MPEA. Prior to his departure it was 
tevealed that several new develop- 
ents bearing on the release of 
merican pictures in Germany have 
@ up. 
aes in Berlin Maas will make 
lans ‘in anticipation of early trans- 
.. for all film distributing controls 
PEA. 
Pee ance the start of the occupa- 
tion. Provisions of this transfer are 


expected to follow the general pat- | particular, have been hard hit by 
tern set in Austria early this year, the loss of playing time and are now 
MPEA taking over all phases of | found only in the more or less arty | 
operation, AMG retaining only the | theatres. 


right to censor subjects released. 
Another vital problem to be taken 


up by Maas stems from the recent | 
Anglo-American economic merger in | 
Germany and need for working out | 


plans for inter-zone distribution. 


Besides Maas, MPEA and the U. S. 
film industry will be represented by 
Joseph Seidelman, 
national prexy; Wladimir 
RKO European general manager; F. 
WwW. Allport, European manager for 
Motion Picture Assn., and Robert 
Vining, MPEA rep in Germany. 
Other foreign executives may take 
part in the confabs. AMG group at 
the meeting will be headed by Brig- 
adier General Robert A. McClure, 
director of information control, 
while British army toppers will at- 
tend to discuss inter-zone distrib 
problems. 

Maas plans stopping off in Amster- 
dam to visit MPEA office there. 
After the Berlin confab, he will re- 
sume inspection of MPEA offices in 
Vienna, Prague and possibly capital 
cities in the Balkans. 


Miss Goddard’s Tresses 
Now Set After Walkout 





By Brit. Studio Union 


London, April 1. 

Whether Paulette Goddard's coif- 
fures should be created by her per- 
gonal Swedish hairdresser, Miss 
Hedvig Mjordu, whom she brought 
from Hollywood, or be. handled ex- 
¢lusively by British artisans resulted 
in a two-day strike last week by 

akeup artists and hairdressers at 
ir Alexander Korda’s London Film 
Studios. 

Walkout on Tuesday (25), which 
effected almost 1,000 studio workers, 
ended suddenly on Thursday (27) 
when London Film Productions and 
British Lion Studio Co. Ltd. ob- 
tained an interim exparte injunc- 
tion to restrain certain named peo- 
ple, their servants or agents who 


constitute the committee of makeup | 


and hairdressers section of Na- 
tional Assn. of Technician Kine- 
matograph Employees from breach- 
ing a national arbitration order. 


Effect of the injunction is to re- | 
and hair- | 


strain makeup artists 
dressers committee from inciting 
the companies’ employees to con- 
tinue the unofficial strike. Techni- 
color production of “Ideal Husband,” 
which stars Miss Goddard, will now 
Toll unhindered. Her hairdresser 
had been imported by permission of 
the Labor Ministry. 

Walkout was unsanctioned by 
NATKE, which called a mass meet- 
ing Wednesday (26) as the strike 
ee, were determined to 

c sympath Ss in 
other thedion lier’ ta to 
artists and hairdressers had huddled 
for four hours with NATKE, its par- 
ent body, and had decided to con- 
tinue the strike at Korda’s Shep- 
Perton Studios by a vote of 51 to 46. 

he strikers vetoed a suggestion to 
pg walkout if the hands of 
tor a. NATKE general secre- 
pons °m O’Brien denied a N. Y. 
— that he had fixed an agree- 

ent with the International Alliance 
en heatrical Stage Employees for 
interchange of hair stylists. 


_ 





‘Other Love’ Preems 
In 4G London Benefit 


London, April 1. 


Wor “The Other Love,” 


Ent 


Id preem of 


ndon’s i fi 
oor re a elite for the benefit per- 
Pla i i e, more 
t ae at ordinary scal , r 


) was j 
to Lord Mav... raised and donated 


yar’s national fund for 
Ss. 


flood Victim 


The military has had | 


Universal Inter- | 
Lissim, | 


Earlier the’ makeup | 


sire arise Productions film at Em- | 
fatre. March 27, brought out | 
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U.S. Pix Force French 
To Holland Arty Spots 


Amsterdam, March 25. 
U. 8. films released in Holland by 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. in 





general have met with a good re-| 
| ception, and picture patrons have 
| praised the re-entry of American 
product as a big improvement over 


| previous film fare. French films, in 


Metro’s “Gaslight” has been doing 


smash business and currently is in 
its 10th week at the 


second stanza at the Tuschinski as 
| is “Suspicion” (RKO) at the. Corso, 
| English producer Herbert Wilcox’s 
“Piccadilly Incident” preems soon at 
the Noggerath. 





Britain Battles 
Over Raw Stock 


London, April 1, 
Battle currently ranging in 
| England between newsreel associa- 
| tions and producer groups for use of 
raw stock. Latter has hit a new low 
|}in amount, causing a serious crisis. 
Exhibitors have stepped into the 
| picture in London, suggesting one 
| issue of a newsreel be put out week- 
ly, with a 400-foot maximum set un- 
jtil the shortage over. Normally, 





is 


British newreels are 600, feet long, | 


{and three are issued week. Con- 
sumption of raw stock by the in- 
| dustry has been s¢i at 13,500,000 feet 
weekly by 
Trade and there’s nothing near that 
{amount available. 

British producers have thrown 
|their weight behind the Gevaert 
‘laboratory in Brussels to hypo the 
| output of raw stock in an effort to 
'meet the shortage crisis. American 
'raw stock, which is needed by pro- 
|ducers here, would be prohibitive 
even if the U. S. had surplus because 
lof heavy duties. English have made 
an effort to economize on film, with 
\the army slashing output and pro- 
‘ducers endeavoring to save stock by 





| cutting down on the printing of ! 


| rushes. 


| Rank Sets Canadian 
Opus for World Distrib 


Toronto, April 1. 
Developing its policy of encourag- 
ing international showing of top films 
from any country, J. Arthur Rank 
organization has set “Whispering 





City,” first major bilingual Canadian 


film feature, for world distribution. 


It was produced by Quebec Produc- | 


tions. Now being cut at Pathe labs 
for distribution in April, English 
speaking version stars Helmut Dan- 
tine. Paul Lukas and Mary Ander- 
son: French speaking version, Paul 
Dupuis, Jacques Auger and Nicole 
Germain. French version has 100% 
Canadian cast. ; 

“Whispering City” was filmed in 
Quebec city and nearby and uses 
musical theme of 
certo,” first major Canadian sym- 
‘phony work for films. It will be dis- 
tributed 
and in U. S. by E-L, PRC or Univer- 
sal. 





Dutch Symphony May 
Make American Tour 
Amsterdam, March 25. 

Famed Concertgebouw of Amster- 
| dam is reported as inked for a U. S. 
| tour. Comprising some 100 pieces, 
symphony orchestra is conducted by 
| Eduard van Beinum. 

Reorganized after the war under 
van Beinum’s leadership, outfit al- 
ready has toured Denmark, Sw eden, 
| Norway, Switzerland and Britain. 
| Orch’s famed prewar conductor, 
| William Mengelberg (who conducted 
the N. Y. Philharmonic for 10 years) 
'was banned foreve! from Holland 
| for his Nazi war collaborations. 





Alhambra. | 
“That Night in Rio” (20th) is in its} 


the British Board of | 


“Quebec Con- | 


in Canada by Eagle-Lion | 


Deny Loew-Gaumont Deal 


Paris, March 25, 

Jean LeDuc, Gaumont prexy, and 
Pierre Sallard, Gaumont general 
manager, both told Variery that 
there is nothing to the report that 
they are mulling a theatre deal with 
Arthur Loew. This is the aftermath 
of conversations which took place 
two years ago but never mate- 
rialized, 








Fact that Loew is overseas now, 


INTERNATIONAL 


Paris Legit Biz Booms on Weekends; 
Bergere Fancy 176, Gitane’ 12/46 





‘Argent. Cuts Out Hitler, 





and that Loew’s International always 
is on the lookout for new houses, | 
lends credence to stories of a deal 
being on with Gaumont, 


Mex Pix Union Balking 


l6m Distrib Unless 
Special Unit Created 


Mexico City, March 25. 
Anything connected with 16m 
films in Mexico is being blocked 
here. Latest report is that the 
National Cinematographic Industry | 
| Workers Union, has refused to have | 
} anything to do with 16m films. As | 


NCIW controls all labor that can do 
|anything about 16m pix, narrow- | 
gauge films are tied up throughout 
| Mexico. 


| 
! 
| 


Learned that NCIW demands 
| that establishment of a special local 
| for handling such films, a proposition 
| that owners of 16m product defi- 
nitely oppose. They contend they’d 
| lose money under such a setup since 
rentals will be very low. Income 
| would be less than what would be 
| paid the proposed local workers. 

| Metro, RKO and WB are the 
| principal handlers of 16m in Mexico, 
| and NCIW’s attitude hits these three 
| American companies. Expected that 
| an appeal will be made to President 
Miguel Aleman, stressing the edu- 
| cational value of 16m product and 
| the ability of such pix to reach the 
| most remote hamlets now lacking | 
any modern educational or amuse- | 
ment facilities. 











OSTRER HEADS 20TH’S | 
PRODUCTION IN ENG. 


London, April 1. 

Maurice Ostrer has been named | 
exec producer for 20th-Fox opera-| 
tions in England, with a contract | 
calling for him to turn out six pic- 
tures annually budgeted at $800,000 | 
each. Production is slated to start 
as soon as rebuilding work is com- 
pleted on 20th’s Wembley 
here. 

Ostrer plans to star a different | 
name,» with a reputation on beth | 
sides of the Atlantic, in each picture. | 
First to go into production will be} 
“Paiva,” adaptation of a French} 
novel by Alfred Schirkauer, which | 
was originally published in 1860. | 
R. J. Minney will produce under | 
| Ostrer’s supervision, with the latter | 
currently dickering for the services , 
| of Michele Morgan in the lead role. | 


studios | 








} 


_ Toumanova’s Paris Debut | 


| Paris, April 1. 
| Ballerina Tamara Toumanova is 
slated to open at the Opera tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 


American tourists are flocking | 
l|here to gander Miss Toumanova 
|who’s appeared for years in the 


| U. S. 


Current London Shows 





“Anonymous Lover,” York’s. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham, 

| “Dancing Years,” Casino. 

| “Kagle Two Heads,” Haymarket. 
| «Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 

| “Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“Jane,” Aldwych. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Ne Room at Inn,” Winter Garden 
“New Barabbas,” Vaudeville. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Peace to Peckham,” Princes. 
“Perchance te Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Romany Love,” Majestys. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass 
“The Gieam,” Globe. 

“Truant in Parklane,” St. James. 
“Under the Counter,’ Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“White Steed,” Whitehall. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 








| festing 


| which 


| They will 





London, April l. | 


Montevideo, March 25. 


content with seeing only brief for- 


tina’s entertainment board, as mani- 


“bad taste” since 
jects are already dead. 

“Notorious” closed at the Monu- 
mental theatre March 20, after 
breaking all records with an average 
daily gross of $3,750. “Wonder Man,” 
followed “Notorious” at the 
Gran Rex, went into its third week 
on March 13, grossing nearly $2,000 
jollars daily better than in first two 
weeks, 


Weltner, Crystal 
To India, Italy 


George Weliner, Paramount Inter- 
national prexy, and Clement 


both sub- 





Braun From Yank Reels’ 


Argentine film patrons had to be} 





eign newsreels last week because 
many of the reels available to Holly- 
wood distributors had been cut by| 
Argentine censorship, The offending 
sequences were in all the VU. S 
| newsreels for the week, showing the 

private life of Hitler and Eva Braun..| 
These were brushed off by Don 

Alfredo Bolognesi, czar of Argen- 











Crystal, head of Par International’s | 


theatre department, are winding up 


visit and 
Australia 


their inspection trip to 


this week and swinging 
over to India and European spots 
prior to going to Paris. On his first 
trip to Aussie although he’s been 
around the world for Par, Weltner, 
accompanied by Crystal, leaves Syd- 
ney for Darwin today (Wed.) pre- 
paratory to shoving off for Java and 
Singapore. They reach Burma on 
April 4 and then go to Calcutta and 
Karachi on Saturday (5). 

From there they swing over to 
Arabia and Iraq to Cairo. In Cairo, 
Weltner and Crystal will huddle 
with Frank Siter, district manager 
for the middle-east. The two Par 
execs then plan visiting Italy briefly 
before going to~Marseille and Paris. 
be in France about a 


| week, returning to U. S. on April 17 


on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Albert Deane, head of Par’s for- 
eign story censorship division, who 
accompanied Weltner and Crystal to 
Sydney, stays a few days longer in 
the big New South Wales metropolis 
before starting back to N. Y. He’s 
due back on April 9. Deane visited 
his family and relatives in Sydney, 
his former home. 





Deny Par Seeks Sites Down Under 
Sydney, March 25. 

Both George Weltner, Par Interna- 
tional prexy, and Clement Crystal, 
foreign theatre chief, have denied 
that Paramount is seeking sites for 
film theatres in Australia. Both spoke 
at a major industry luncheon here at 
which the two Par International top- 
pers and Albert Deane, foreign story 
censor, spoke. 

Despite this, Aussie industry of- 
ficials are convinced that Par will 
be interested in new theatres as 
soon as the government gives the 
\okay for new construction. It’s 
| known that the company has no in- 
{tention of letting Metro, which now 
has a small circuit of houses in this 
territory, and Warners, owning a site 
but no new house, get ahead in num- 
‘ber of outlets. 


MEXICO CRACKS DOWN 
ON FOREIGN ACTORS 


Mexico City, March 25. 
show people 





Foreign 





| jams. 
who book them. 
are liable to deportation. 
That has been pointed up by the 
local municipal government fining 
Manuel Medel, the comic who man- 
ages the Teatro Tivoli, vaude-revue 
theatre, $400 for allowing Agustin 
Irusta, Argentinian singer, and Tilda 
Sour. Chilean comedienne, to work 
| there without having clearance from 
| the immigration department. 


‘performers face deportation. 





and any; * 
entertainers who work for pay in| Hilton book which Metro made into 
Mexico must have their immigration | 4 film, opens in Newcastle in June 
|papers in order or get into bad | With Googie Withers starred, with 
This also applies to people | male star not yet cinched. “Message 
Such performers for Margaret,” now touring prov- 


Paris, April 1. 
For the week ending Sunday (23), 
Paris theatres grossed an estimated 
$306,000. Much of the revenue 
comes on Saturday and Sunday, 
when practically all shows do busi- 


ness. Most of the weaker offerings 
might profitably darken the other 
five days. Saturday and Sunday biz 
totalled $142,000 or. nearly half of 
the full week’s total. 

The week saw the end of the 
Viennese Opera visit Their last 
two performances with Don Gio- 
vanni grossed $16,000 at Champs 
Elysees whereas the Grand Onera, 
with five performances in the week, 
grossed $11,000. Opera Comique did 
ia fair $8,600 

Music halls dropped a bit, Folies 


Bergere skidding to $17,000 but still 


leaving a fine profit for Paul Derval., 
Casino de Paris grossed $10,900. 
Mitty Goldin took $5,500 with his 
tiny Capucines revue. 

Vaude stands did nicely, with 
Deux Anes $4,300 and European $5,- 
000. Musicals did fairly with Al- 
hambra (“Bonne Hotesse”’) doing 
$16,000 and Chatelet ‘sans Fernan- 
del) at $17,500 with “Picture Hunt- 
ers.’ Gaite Lyrique, with “Chanson 
Gitane” grossed $12,500. The Moga- 
dor pulled “No, No Nanette” on 
Monday performance to play “Waltz 


Dream” which brought $6,100 for 


two opening performances over the 
weekend. 
At Bobino, the new show, “Star 


Has Been Stolen,” starring Georges 
Ullmer, cabaret star, drew a big 


S. | $4,500 the two opening days. During 


the week, Tabarin 
$6,000. 

The Francaise did a poor $4,600 
and its second stand, Luxembourg, 
only $1,600. Doing well were the 
Marigny with Jean Louis Barrault, 
at $12,100, Hebertot with “Eagle Has 
Two Heads” $6,100, Michodiere 
“Aupres de ma Blonde” at $6,300, 
Louis Jouvet in “Ecole des Femmes” 
at his Athenee with $5,600. All these 
enjoy 


took in about 


practieally capacity every 
night. 

At Porte Saint Martin, comedian 
Bach in “Dead Comes Back at 
Once” drew a nifty $5,200. At the 
Madeleine a revival of Edouard 
Bourdet’s “Weaker Sex” pulled a 


big $6,400. The Bouffes Parisiens, a 
revival of Henri Verneuil’s “Mrs. 
Vidal’s Lover,” starring Elvire Po- 
pesco, got a nice $4,900. At Henri 
Bernstein’s Ambassadeurs, “Secret” 
skidded to $4,500, with “Petrified 
Forest” to come next. At Sarah 
Bernhardt, Jules Romains new play, 
“A. D. 1,000” was a sad $1,900. 


INDICT 150 BRITISH 
ON STERLING EXPORT 


Paris, April 1. 

Sojourns of British tourists on the 
French Riviera is due for a sharp 
slump following an intensive probe 
there of free spending by citizens 
from England. 

Currently some 150 Britishers 
have been indicated on charges of 
unlawful export of sterling. Inspec- 
tor William Tass has been the main- 
spring in the probe. 


Sherek to U.S. For 


‘Message’ Preem in N.Y. 


London, March 25. 

Henry Sherek sails for N..Y., 
April 2, too late to see the opening of 
“Message for Margaret” at Boston 
but in time to see the show in the 
second week there. Stays in U. S. 
for the New York preem April 15, 
flying back the next day te be in 
time for the opening here of Robert 
Morley’s play, “Edward, My Son.” 
He plays lead with Peggy Ashcroft 
in feminine top role. 

Show opens in Leeds, touring 
provinces for eight weeks prior te 
its West End showing. Sherek’s 
“Random Harvest,” from the James 








inces, has been offered three West 
End homes for a return date. 


HARRIS NEW. BRITISH CENSOR 
London, April 1. 

Sir Sidney Harris, a home office 

under-secretary, has been appointed 

president of the British Board of 

Film Censors, succeeding Lord Tyr- 


Salary is $8,000 annually, 4 
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-~ Say 


| You can bet your bottom dollar it's another 


HOMER ... when The PRIZE BABY... the 
Mighty Babe...goes to BAT for your theatre! 


... Every SHOWMAN knows this “slugger” 


... who packs’em in...and delivers record 
runs ... with National Screen Service 
TRAILERS and ACCESSORIES! ... He's 
grown up with the Game! ... He packs a 
Mighty Wallop!...He “knows the SCORE”! 
. ..- He’s Top Man in his League .. . most 
valuable Player in EVERY Theatre!... 
He's the HOME RUN KING of the Industry! 


nanrionar. \\ C727 senvice 


PRIZE BABY OF THE (OUSTRY 
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fting, Pearl, Brisson Still Clicko 


a bet for 
filmers. 


Lou Handmapn and Florrie LaVerre | 


HOUSE BEVIEWS 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, March 29. 
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top niteries and vaud | 


Roxy. N. ¥. 


\ 
Peters Sisters, Buster Shaver with | 




















Tuffie, 





eyebrows, a hand on a hip, a wag 








offer the standard “then I wrote” | Olive, George and Richard, Jackie , Jimmy, Lunceford Orch (16), : 
s routine. most of it selling nicely. | Miles, Connee Boswell, Paul Ash | Freddy ee ee oe hat ‘ 
Timing and presentation add io | House Orch, Line; “Carnival in Costa Conponter. See ete; ve 
0s ays a @ . overall. | Rica” (20th), reviewed in Variety | Were Saved” (Par). 
; ' e alancers Lewis and Oliver do | March 26, °47. ial : : 
B Fe okay, with the gal as understander. | int of Secs cecil be dos povin 
é By ABEL GREEN ? ) ag nice reception. Terp section| Once in a while a fresh young two acts, the Clark brothers 
be from Dixie these days, Slee bende 9008 looks abe now is - en care of by the Albertas | kid will come along and amaze the tapsters and Lewis and White com- 
; a larly in the clubs, but one) orously greyed but her fi is still Fer their Adagio | burlesquing. | show-me skeptics with an insouciant | edy team, successors to the old Can- 
j particular always pays off big is it 4 h igure is sti emme plays straight to male's | brand of humor and an originality field and “White duo 
thing: tha Something about the vets es e an ~ song-selling effective | comedy biz to make for a smooth | that shakes ‘em out of their lethargy. With Willie Lewis. who formerly 
4 nostalgia. ble. Perennial showman- | i, betimes, she wisely Skirts the top | sequence. | Jackie Miles has been coming along | teamed with Spizzie Canfield carry- 
* js undenia ‘tly has a durability notes. But she makes an orchidace- Les Rhode and house orch back | in very much that manner for sev- ing most of the comedy “pe logy and 
ship apparerhe Johnny-and-Janie- ous appearance as she chirps what | show in top fashion. Biz good when | eral years now, and to say that he’s Me} in White. wh ae to be one 
with which ef n't cope. Jolson, |™ight be an autobiographical song | caught. Lary. | arrived would be putting it with | oe tne Two Zephyre playing it 
come-latelies nte, Tucker, the De- cavalcade comprising | Sentimental] | eoeeiaetaes ; | the usual mildness. Arrived? The | ° athe eat oon eo P arene bi 
Chevalier, — ie , Reason,’ “Guilty, “Funny That Apollo. XN. W. | skinny Bronx kid can play prac- | th The rote ta ge? tg on 
Marcos for examp awe this week Way, “It's a Great Day i “10ce a Tab Smith Orch (12). Wilmoth tically anywhere | Sredhina eond of ena , 
On or near eek 8 triple-threat Dance,” and “Harvest Moon. | Houdini Calypso Troupe (11), Lil A flick of a pinky, a lift of the| Following engagement with Lunce- 
eres 5 20 of show busi- | Pearl and Brisson |Green, Leroy Carrington, Jackie & 7 ; 


le 
: | ford, these talented lads move on to 
a 4 Pe Pigmeat, George Wiltshire.| of the head—these are all Miles | . > wri . Ss Cc 
. : One of these, Carl Pearl. for his share, is Munchausen- | , o, woe Fis. tr a a » | a tour with the Ink Spots until mid- 
Bris niet the Club Versailles, iS leceus per usual; perhaps a bit vague | 70" — Oe Lewis; “Blonde — with which the former | June, including a run in Canada. 
riss » . etn | ( "sc va > . © 9 = : ee . 
Bri sally a comeback who has|to the new generation, unfamiliar | a Vay " ) | Melee Gr Gee ae be ee Their future should be bright. This 
apnea d reborn stardom akin to| with the “Baron’s” generation-ago | a a ae , ma < ie are hs: einians & * | prediction zlso holds true for the 
achieve : easons ‘ 2 gp rs -o..| Apollo’s layout is « bit short on | and routines that can fit any audi- | Clark boys. local lads a fast-movin 
at of Benny Fields some 8s rep on the radio as a lovable liar; alin thi at ee, ae ence. And when : gle c > can |: oo ee ee oe 18 
that 0 h all of a sudden the pub- | but to the credit of him and Cliff Hall | marquee lure this week but never- 1 ; na when a single > nea ae | pair of steppers who perform well 
back when, ‘ . , er ; “.. | theless stacks up as okay entertain- | fill a house as large as the Roxy together The ake ‘e » of 
: it was Fields wh0/ aq tiptop foil, they rise above their | wile: Tg eae lines Site, leusehew m2 wt tin a *, | togetner, icy maxe nice use 0 
; lic realized that oer - eee ne “pv, | ment. Tab Smith’s combo maintains | With laughter, that’s bigtime. It’s |their hands as well-as their feet 
4 sired the Crosby style of croonology. material oe it has » coves la fetching rhythm, Houdini’s Ca- | a repeat date at this house for Miles, adding to the all-round enediienad 
The two real comebacks of the |to the amiliar mismatching 0 ‘lypsoers are an intriguing novelty | and’there’ll be no limiting the num- | 6¢ their terping ; 
week are Ruth Etting and Jack ota Rime gear _ headlines, for | init while Lil Green shows merit in| ber of times he'll be back again. Thelma Carpenter knows how to 
Pearl. Both debuted the same Thurs- | saucy laug resu ts. xs the blues department. The other three turns on the lay- | put over a song, has fine stage pres- 
day. The vas s-you-dere-Sharlie As for Brisson—the older girls Si- _Smith’s band, an earnest aggrega- | out are likewise clicks, and they | ence, and gets the patrons exting out 
omedian is doing it in a four-a-day | natra—the vigorous Viking is very | tion comprising three rhythm, three | include Connee Boswell,’ Buster | of her hand. She displays versatility 
theatre Loew’s State, today’s flagship | voomvoom with his nostalgic medley | sax, five brass and a French horn,| Shaver with the midgets Olive, | in her range of numbers, which in- 
of combination vaudfilm, at $2,500 a| for the opener (how Can you miss| tees off with a 


week, and Miss Etting is doing it| with a gamut from “Cocktails for 


medley and paves 


George and Richard, plus the heavy- 


clude “It’s a Good Day,” “Anniver- 


way for the comedy turn of Jackie | weight Peters Sisters trio, Though sary Song,” “South America, Take 
wice-nightly at Monte Proser’s | Two” to “Beer Barrel Polka”); cur-| & Tuffie. Attractive femme pipes | a bill of sock acts, the routining | It Away,”. “Happiness Is a Thing 
Bopacabana, at $4,000 a week. She’s | rent pops like “Lamplighter’s Sere- | “Sooner or Later and “If You Were could stand better tempo, namely | Called Joe.” and “The Simple Life.’ 
in for three weeks; Pearl is a week- | nade.” “Girl That I Marry,” “Sep-| the Only Boy” to advantage while | !n that dull opening ehsemble num- Freddy Bryant, vocalist with the 
stand at the State; and Brisson has a | tember Song” and “Last Time I Saw male partner contribs some _ fair | ber. band, clicks with “That's My Desire” 
i0-week marathon set at Johnny | Paris,” interspersed with racial tid-|terping. Garbed in a check suit, he | 


iani's (Nick & A i 
anne street nitery. Brisson’s figure 
is around the 2G mark. 


Miss Etting is the news of the 


Arnold) East | 


bits like the Danish “Magadai” (busi- 
ness of shaking hands clubbily with 
the ringside customers) and “Glocca 
Morra.” With his portable hand 


wins chuckles with a flashing red 
light gimmick in his bow tie. Close 
to good returns. 

Houdini’s Calypso troupe is « sock 


Miss Boswell can still.turn a lyric 
with the best of 'em, and her choice 
of tunes is still an object lesson. It 
takes courage for a gal singer to do 
something like “Old Man 


and “Glocca Morra.” 

Lunceford crew jives plenty with 
a medley of “Perdido,” “Like a Ship 
At Sea,” and “One O’Clock Jump.” 


; River,” | Other numbers are “Margie,” “Fa- 
week. A great from Chicago, a great | mike, impeccable tails, topper, youth- | novelty group which packs an ap-| but Miss Boswell does it, and makes |tigued” and “Wham.” Lunceford 
on Broadway (including Publixized | ful physique, perched on top of a| peal not only to the ears but to the | it acceptable, too. Ballads, rhythm 


by Paramount and glorified by Zieg- 
feld), a great on Columbia records, 
a great on radio commercials, she’s 
also one of the traditional broken- 
hearts-of-Broadway. The saga of 


chair or on top of the piano, his 
male-Helenmorganisms sell like 
smorgasbord in Copenhagen. 


Show at the State 








jby three gals 


optics as well. White trousered, 
white shirted Houdini, accompanied 
wearing two-toned 


skirts, orange bras and farmerette 


numbers, or whatever she deigns to 
do—Miss Boswell does ’em all well. 

Buster Shaver with the two male 
midgets and the lilliputian Olive is 


emcees as well as fronting the band. 
Biz only fair when caught Saturday 
(29). Shal. 














. _| hats, frantically chant lyrics to “Gin | probably the “cutest” act in the s 
The Gimp is now tabloid reading, As for the rest of the respective |znd Coke,” “Frankie Sinatra” and| varieties. The midgets, of course, Cain Plan 
but in her radio comeback, clicking bills, the State has a well-balanced| “yr B O. Plenty.” Femmes weave 


with a couple or three guesters on 
the Rudy Vallee program, she was 
magically catapulted to reborn fame. 
The Copa management will tell you 


show which pit maestro Lou Basil (a 
Sam Levene-esque personality) em- 
cees from the pit, introducing each 
and injecting 


| while musical 


to and fro in cadence to the melodies 
background is sup- 
plied by a small outfit composed of 


are not there to be just “cute”; they 
have dancing and singing ability as 
well, with the unusually talented 
Olive getting most of the plaudits, 








Continued from page 2 


Radio Writers and Authors Guilds. 


a touch of intimacy three rhythm, two reed and two| especially in that finale ballroom | Hammerstein, although opposed to 
that no headliner had the advance | foreign to trench bandleaders. | brass. Close with Houdini-written | number with the normal-sized| the AAA, took the SWG point of 
campaign she got, and it’s a tribute Frank Evers-& Delorez dance on/| “Stone Cold Dead.” While numbers | Shaver. It's a standard act that| view that the AL membership 
to her that Holy Week business is | the taut wire for a seasonal circusy | are well interpreted, it’s doubtful | bears repetition whatever the medi- 

; it is. No panic, but with niteries | opener. Perry Franks & Janyce give | 


foiding like peace conferences she’s 
plenty okay for biz, 


out with balletaps. Steve Evans treys 
with his standard mimicry. Sylvia 


that Sinatra means much to Harlem 
and B. O. Plenty has long faded 
from the Trzcy strip, Timelier tunes 


um in which it appears. 
The Peters Sisters are the open- 
ing act, and the colored hefties 


should at least have an opportunity 
to look at the new proposals. 
With the strong sentiment against 


; : ; 2 . , ‘ =. the plan, its advocates privately 
That Miss Etting and Pearl, in | Froos who, too, has grown up with| would improve unit. - know their way around a rhythm " may : 

their comebacks, are Sanaieg less | radio into an effective songstress,| Smith’s band follows with a jive | tune, with the heaviest of the three | have little hope that it will be 
than sensational is to be expected. | clicks with pops, looks nice in a blue|number. Rotund leader contribs a| Setting in a few comedy licks built 


There are ohly a handful of greats 
like Jolson and Chevalier who could 
continue great circa 1947. But it’s 
to their everlasting credit that the 
“Harvest Moon” gal is the charmin 
songstress that she is; and that Pearl, 
with his perennial straight man, 
Cliff (Sharlie) Hall, rings up the 
laugh returns that he does with a 
revival of that old vaudeville tra- 
dition, the sidewalk, two-man, com- 
edy, talking act. 


reviewing Miss Etting’s Broadway 
debut at the Paramount, had this to 
say in part: 


Ruth Etting waited quite a 
while before making New York 
professionally, but she accom- 
plished two muchly desired re- 


Sime in Variety, June 15, 1927, 


dinner gown, makes a production out 
of a special medley revolving around 
“Chloe”; but she should learn to test 
the mike henceforth, particularly on 
her deeper registers which blast. In 
the main, however, she’s plenty. OK. 
Billy Wells & 4 Fays, more circus 
stuff, close with their clowning, hoop- 
crobatics, simian takeoffs, etc. 


OK Copa Floorshow 


Douglas Coudy’s revue at the Copa 
has good songs by Bob Hilliard and 
Sammy Mysels, and some tiptop cos- 
tumes designed by Billy Livingston 
(Brooks), with Paul Winchell as add- 
ed starter. Ventriloquist continues to 
err in being a bit too fresh to some 
of the customers who, if they look 
like squares, certainly don’t like to 


solid sax solo. Identity of most of 
the outfit’s offerings is lost since 
Smith seldom announces ’em. Tenor 
saxman Johnny Hicks comes off the 
stand to toot his own composition, 
“Saxology.” Has a nice technique 
and wins palmwhacks. 

Leroy Carrington, comedy dancing 
turn, warbles a tune &s an opener, 
then segues into a fast tap. Tall, 
angular lad does terp interpretation 
of “Re-Bop” accompanied by trum- 
pets. Garners good reception. 

Hefty Lil Green, draped in floor- 
length gown plus a tiara of yellow 
roses in hair, is billed as “Queen of 
the Blues Singers.”’ She packs plenty 
of volume and sells “Last Go Round” 
and “I Got Bad News Baby” nicely. 
Blues are her forte but she errs in 


around their 
tions. 

As usual, the Roxy setting is good 
to look at, and the lighting job is 
likewise a nifty. But that leisurely 
opening—Ugh! And that finale to 
trailerize the theatre’s next pic, a 
reissue of 20th-Fox’s “Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band,” is too obvious. It 
certainly doesn't enhance the cur- 
rent shdw’s entertainment values, 

Kahn, 


gargantuan propor- 





Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, March 28. 
“Showtime of 1947” with Slate 
Bros. (3), Monroe & Grant, Lucienne 
& Ashour, Betty Jane Smith, Fay 
Carroll, Dorothy Byton Girls (12); 
“Swell Guy” (U). 





adopted. However, they see their 
fight as tactically valucble in push- 
ing the AL into taking a stronger 
attitude on copyright, and other 
preblems, in its effort to prove that 
an AAA is unnecessary. 

AL council is understood to feel 
that licensing plan offered by AAA 
can be handled within the League 
itself without a separate organiza- 
tion. Plan, however, points out that 
AAA would be subordinate to the 
League and is merely the means by 
which the League, through its 
guilds, Would carry on the function 
of repository, licensing trustee and 
other work. 

AAA would be established by the 


b tlighted, Winchell has evi That Old Feeli Hit four guilds in the League and the 

e spotlig . , 1-| piping “Tha eeling.” it a ; ; : “ 

,  &Sults within two days last | denced misjudgment on this score in see sour metes and _ sales| The customers get better than nee ye = Mn af gna Pe 

| week after reaching Broadway. the past but, otherwise, he has a nov-| technique isn’t so good on pops.| average this week, as the Capitol th — P di 
Thursday she signed a contract elty voice-throwing routine that can|Cjoses to solid reception with | Comes up with a tab show marked ors ague, according to new re- 
to open with Ziegfeld’s new play (and has) anywhere. 


“Follies” and Saturday, on her 
New York premiere, made good 


The girls are lookers; Fernando 


“Romance in the Dark” where effect 


of her voice is 


by nice bounce, nifty costuming and 





heightened with 





a 12-girl line. Headlining are the 


port. Modified by-laws of AAA 


would place a seven-year limit on 


\ Alvarez is a good number-leader for | qousing of house lights. three Slate brothers with a line of | the leasing or licensing of material. 
4 the Paramount. While Miss | “Brazilian in a Million;’ Steen &| pigmeat, George Wiltshire along| Patter so fast that although it occa-|~here would be no discrimination 
tting had a long wait, she Tasher do their terp interludes effec-} with John sionally fluffs, there is always some- 


reached the pinnacle of every 
Single in a night, whereas other 
Singles have waited for years 
to land in a Ziegfeld show, 
while others are still waiting. 

=U, once in while, in the 
past, Variery has had a review 
or a news story about Ruth Et- 


tively; Michael Durso makes with the 
dansapation and also straights for 
Winchell’s dummy. And withal the | 
show is a good setting for Miss Et- | 
ting. z= 
Of the special floorshow material 
by Hilliard-Mysels, “Strawberry 








supply the house’s standard comedy 
blackout. Quartet, per usual, is well 
received. 


‘ 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, March 28. 





Bunn and Sybil Lewis | 


thing new and lively coming along 
for a pick-up. The Slates are woven 
in and out of the tab, working alone, 
with the other specialties and with 
the line’ They hit peak twice, once 
with a penny arcade stunt in which 
two play machines and the third 











on acceptance of material by the 
AAA for reason of content or the 
writer’s race, religion, political be- 
liefs or guild, union or other or- 
ganizational-affiliation. Material that 
violates any penal law could be re- 
jected. 


- - k | By-laws permit the with- 
: drops in the coins; the other, in an | 7 : 

” ss Hard te z : F | drawal of member guilds, as well as 
tin , Moon” and Easy Going ( : d Smith. Carl & Arlene, Charles | adagio dance with a dummy gal. . Bin ‘ : 
Chicago. ane aad Gn ont a - a ae Fe & Betty Gray, Butch & Bobby, Jack; Fay Carroll, nice looking gal with | the withdrawal of material assigned 
“The Sweetheart ‘of Chieeso >. jmeorenae eeee. | Parks’ ‘Tower Orch (9) with Norma | a pleasing voice, sings “Prisoner of by a wniter upon proper notice. 
and it looked as though ‘hey | Werner: “The Brasher Doubloon” | Love,” while the Slates clown on all Foreword to SWG report to the 
had tied her down in or around Olympia. Miami | (20th) and “Fabulous Suzanne” | sides of her. She later comes | League declares supplement is pub- 
the Loop for life Miami, March 28. | (Rep). through with nice versions of “Cof- | 


Recently she became an ex- 
clusive recorder for Columbia 











Vagabonds (4), Eddie Schaeffer, 
Lewis & Oliver, Florrie LaVerre & | 





House had something of a problem 


fee in Brazil” and “South America 
Take It Away.” 





lished as a service to all profe+ 


| sional writers and to the four Au- 














: ; thors’ League guilds. It presengs 
sks : s (2). Les : ; “‘ Lucienne & Ashour offer an *” ; P 
Then = that meant something. yp | nag ore si pa, en My , on the Friday opening in getting this) Apache with a comic worm turns | discussion both for and against the 
handsome. was selected as the Heart” (Par) layout trimmed to the usual 35 min- | twist in which the distaff side winds | AAA plan and includes all modifica- 
that’s a gst Sirl in America, and 4: . ‘ up by pasting her partner and mop- | tions of the original proposal along 
1 come ,2 tough title to be over- utes, as at least two of the acts were Dio’ the floor with him. Couple | yw an 
{ fron by any show woman. And Only marquee values rf current ‘loaded with material. With these | - tap specialties are presented by | mag tentative by-laws and articles 
en sh ‘ t lies i liners. the Vaga-| » coon} <<: s+} preseniee 2* | of incorporation, attempting “io 
' = appear ter tee woke wee ponds, bese Eddie Schaeffer, familiar spots ironed out for ee Soe rea Mage Leaps a nimble and at- meet as objectively as possible the 
: ( Ss, ar ee ‘o hil) classes as ebo¥ erage. | tre , vate’ meet as y as ss 
peu Whiteman orchestra at the to area through frequent bistro week's bill ase i ie - setting Good for some top laughs are arguments, misconceptions and mis- 
And thon’ a Picture house. | showings: Most of . ong 7% In a spring a ete — Monroe and Grant on a trampoline. | representations provoked by the 
“Poles she was signed for the well paced and satisfying vaude. _ band opens with “Easter Parade” | It was the first bedspring specialty | first AAA statement.” 
zi les" without anyone in the Vagabonds score from a and segues to “Melancholy Baby”! on the Capitol stage in a long time. 
on that office having seen her with their musicantics. a: | Por Norma Werner's solo. Ted Smith What really steps up the revue, 
Sanagaa their rer ly oe “y ba Big hy | emcees and brings on Carl E nd Ar-| however, is the slick line which . . 
er Fe ‘orus girl, a cabaret sing- | side. — : with the pewholders. lene, balancing act. Latter balances | dances well and offers one difficult institutional Ads 
Ruth Picture house act, and now Be ge ty f the blueish stuff atop Carl while he assumes various number in which half work on stilts. | 
h Etting is going to ‘have Eliminate some of the ‘ances to |poses on table top, teeter and milk The line is coldrfully costumed | PS Continued from page 1 sees 
A chance. That may or may utilized in nitery _appeara f “An- bottle. Get nice reception. Discov-| throughout and the sets are several | 
ite Cel that talent will find wham with their ae vee num- | ery night winners, Butch and Bobby | cuts above average vaude pro-' top hits. He thinks many potential 
of Any an the show business gelins, ~ a Richman Ted | follow with acro contortion routine ductions. Lowe. theatregoers are discouraged by a 
bookers despite vaudeville hoe "om Jelnee for begoff. Bass | that sets well with audience. — — | false idea, carried over from the 
On th : . ver e Peters and dead- ith takes his turn et comedy wartime boom period, that it is im- 
e s ; layer Pete Petersen Smith ta 
very attracting’ at aiing bs enned accordionist supply ~~ chatter, monology anid me Reread ope ons iurban | possible to get seats without pay- 
ter qui leli measure of laughs on the comeady | with a bit about a sidewalk Darke! ee * ling a broker’s premium 
likeable impreniye' pte : biz, with Petersen particularly im- | ang whiskey salesman, similar to the | b Hope a : rend — i .| Ads also might be used, Levin 
r extreme] 1 n rig ] away. ressing with his plastic mugging. | Red Skelton screen stunt. Gets Bob ope wi venture into the “2 S é *o , po 
the picture 2 easant single for 4 Emcee Eddie Schaeffer, a long. | across fairly well, but he could do Arabian Nights, or a modern replica | feels, to promote off-week and off- 
Would be a wales hong oe ean guy. adds to laugh side with | without some of the song patter for | thereof, as title roler in “The Caliph | Season attendance For instance, 
the ae vaude honeea = 4 ag vi his smooth introing Sow -_ | faster pace. | of Bagdad.” for Paramount. | theatregoers might be apprised that 
, tec”? a ? me ; gratiating st | Sid oa tty Gray close . ri v “Paleface” | the rad é 0.-Slack ) 
Stan Follies Flo Ziegfeld and | shows an he a 'g his stuff is| Charles ind Betty Gray close Picture will follow “Paleface” onj|the traditionally b.o.-slack Hol 
yy arpe need not worry if that clicks. Most hea “Nakoma” in | show with what starts out to be @ the Hope shooting schedule. P. J.| Week or midsummer periods are @ 
this on songs are furnished fresh. Lng toe Pg on “eanelal mate- | comic terp, but winds _ Wolfson will produce, from a fan-| good chance to see the shows for 
girl, | which he vo With ddition of some | of comedy shenanigans on | oti ““Y* \tasy by Edmund Hartmann andj|which they've been aiming to get 
an lot of it still holds good. She risen! peinagnne strengthening of basic | part. Close with hot trun Quin. | Tashlin. tickets for a long time. 
| has class, personality and talent. ones used currently he looks to be! 
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@To make dreams like this con- 
vincing ...to show them with the 
smoothness that brings life and 
reality ... that is the job of the 
optical-effects man. 

Yet it is only one of his. many 
contributions to modern pictures. 
By his skill with the optical printer 
..» his production of fades and 
wipes, of dissolves and laps... he 


Maker of dreams... 





plays an important part in giving 
American movies their high stand- 
ard of technical excellence. 

If the optical-effects man is to 
play this part to the full, he must 
use dependable film of superior 
quality. That’s why he usually pre- 
fers to work with the large and 
well-known family of Eastman 
motion picture films. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER 4, WN. Y. 


J. FE. BRULATOUR, 


INC., DISTRIBUTORS 


FORT LEE + CHICAGO » HOLLYWOOD 
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Skouras Gets Back 1 St. Louis House. 


Maybe 29 Others; News From Keys 


aan, hauls, 
P. Skouras, head o a- 
tiga Theatres Co., and Fox-West 
Coust, regained control last week of 
the Missouri, @ midtown 3,500-seater, 
nd has virtually regained control 
of the Ambassador, downtown first- 
run house, and the St. Louis Amuse- 
ent Co., which owns and operates 
38 nabes here and St. Louis county. 
Announcement of deal was made by 
Clarence M. Turley, large realtor in 
St. Louis and manager of Missouri 
Theatre Building Corp., owner of 
theatre bearing that tag, and Am- 
passador Building Corp., which owns 
the Ambassador and the Ambassador 
i ent Co. 
ice has been mailed to holders 
of Ambassador Building first mort- 
gage fee and leasehold bonds and 
holderseof common voting trust cer- 
tificates of the corporation that the 
offer for their bonds, etc., at $101.75, 
made on Oct. 22, 1946, by Skouras, 
ceased as of March 31 this year. A 
similar offer to holders of Missouri 
Theatre Building Corp. first mort- 
gage bonds and holders of voting 
trust certificates in the corporation 


also zt same price also was with- | 


rawn. ; 
4 Reported effect of the deal is that 


Skouras will now direct the manage- 
ment of the two large houses and 
those of the St. Louis Amusement 


Co. through Harry C, Arthur, Jr., | 


eneral manager of Fanchon & 
fiarco's interests that operated the 
properties through a 10-year lezse, 
since expired. 

It has been reported § several 
times during the last few years that 
the Skouras brothers, who began 
their careers in show business in St. 
Louis after working in local hotels, 
were anxious to regain the proper- 
ties they lost through litigation 
many years ago. It wes regarded as 
a gesture to show those in the 
amusement field that they could re- 
turn to the city where they first 
gained success. 

It also has been reported that the 
Skouras brothers are willing to 
place responsibility fer management 
in the hands of Harry Arthuy and 
his associztes. F&M will continue 
to operate the Fox, a 5,000-seater 
and the St. Louis, a 4,000-seater, 
both in midtown. 





Chas. Skouras Huddies in K.C. 
Kansas City. 

Charles Skouras headed a contin- 
ent of National Theatre execs here 
ast weekend on a.tour of company’s 
divisions, preparatory to launching 

e annual spring showmanshi 
drive. In a talk to the 125 Fox Mid- 
west managers assembled here from 
five nearby states, Skouras pointed 
out that 28% of the company’s net 
earnings are paid out for employees 
benefits and bonuses. 





Jaycocks-Kilpatrick Add 1 

Doneld Jaycocks and Alexander 
Kilpatrick, oy and treasurer re- 
spectively of B & Q Associates, New 
England circuit of 22 theatres, have 
acquired a one-half interest in the 
Tremont theatre, Boston, from 
James Mage. B & Q recently took 
over nine Cocalig houses in New 
Jersey. 

The Tremont, a 2,200-seater in 
downtown Boston, will be switched 
toa first-run house. Operators plan 
expenditure of $250,000 to renovate 
and re-equip the theatre. Berk & 


gold, theatre brokers, handled 
the deal. 





Theatre Owners Ada 3 Houses 

Cincinnati. 
Theatre Owners Corp. of Cincin- 
nati has added Auto-In and Dixie 
ardens, two new Drive-In theatres 
Phe that cre opening soon, and 
aza theatre, Miamisburg, O., to 
ouseés it buys and books for. It 


now has about it’s 
servicing. ut 45 theatres that it’s 


Brooker’s Territory 


Willia 
cites Brooker, 


Pittsburgh. 
Paramount 
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BUFFALO, N. Y. 











| 


exploiteer, will henceforth 
the local exchange in Place of Jim 
Levine, who's been transferred to 
the Cleveland and Detroit beat. 
Brooker h.qs in Philadelphia and 
will cover both cities with’ Wash- 
ington, his former sector, trans- 
ferred to Maxwell Joice. 





Davie’s B. C. RKO Spot 


James 


F. Davie named RKO’'s 
branch exchange manager in Van- 
couver, Willizm S. Jones. former 


branch manager, will act as super- 
visor of the Vancouver exchange. 


fannuzzi Charlotte WB Chie? 


Charlotte 
Ralph J. Iannuzzi, salesman for 
Warners at its bran here since 


January, 1945, has been made branch 
manager for Charlotte. Promotion 
was made by Ben Kalmenson, WB 
general sales manager, to become 
effective April 7. Charlottee branch 
is under supervision of Norman 
Ayers, southern division manager. 

Iannuzzi supplants John Bach- 
man, who resigned to become dis- 
trict manager for United Artists in 
Atlanta. He has been in film indus- 
try for the last 15 years. 


lowa, Ill., Mo., Deals 


St. Louis. 
Bowman Brothers, Macedonia, Ia., 
sold their Community theatre to 
Mzrtin Fetch, who plans a facelift- 
ing job. 


R. E. Allen, a banker in Perry, 
Mo., who recently purchased the 
Strand, in same town from R. L. 
Bilbrey, has resold it to George 
Thye. 


Walter H. Kahler will build a 
> ge picture theatre in Butler, 

oO, 

The Homer, Homer, IIL, recently 
damaged by fire, has been relighted 
by Logan Hedrick. 

W. W. Jessup, owner of the Kan- 
sas, Kansas, Ill. has let contracts 
for a new house to replace one re- 
cently destroyed by fire. 

Edward Ryan named manager of 
the Fulton, Cuba, Mo. House re- 
cently was purchased by the Bybee 
Brothers, Farmington, Mo. 

Alfred Sorensen has sold his 
Casey, Casey, Ia., to Willitm Lyons, 
Clear Lake, Ia. 

Arthur Van Dorin, owner of the 
Strand, Mystic, Ia., recently pur- 
chased the Moravia, Moravia, Ia., 
from William Gardner. 


—_—-—- 


Davison, Nedler to Butte 


Butte, Mont. 

Recent film row checker-inners 
include Giff Davison, Universel 
branch manager, and C. P. Nedler, 
Metro branch manager, up from Salt 
Lake. 

Newcomer Perry Brown back 
after first swing over new territory 
for Warners. 

Fred Weimar and Kenny Fried- 
man of National Screen Service in 


Billings. 
Don Tibbs selling 


Monogrz.m’'s 
through here. 

Bob Gohn, western Montana film 
theatre operator, sold his Twin 
Bridges house to Cecil McClure, new 
operator. Gohn will continue Vir- 
ginia City operation. 

Don Lybrind, of Scobey, takes 
over E. Dontigney’s East Helena 
theatre on April 1. 





Drive-In Drives Beaten 
Minnez.polis. 

Opposed by Twin City indie ex~ 
hibitors who claim they’d be unfair 
comyetition for expensive year- 
around theatres, drive-ins, seeking 
to invade Minneapolis and St. Paul 
suburbs, now look to be out. After 
hot fights, two Twin City suburbs 
rejected applications to construct 
and operate such drive-in theatres. 
Twin Cities never have had a drive- 
in theatre. 

Russell 
RKO-Pantages assistant to manager 
by John D. Redmond, district man- 
ager. Succeeds Wilbert .Day, re- 
signed. 





Alexander PRC Mer. in Albany 

Albany. N. Y. 
Harry L. Alexander back here as 
PRC branch manager. He had been 
20th-Fox manager in this area up 
until last April. Then he was trans- 
ferred to N. Y. homeoffice. Alexan- 
der succeeds Jack Armm, who. re- 








‘ signed last fall. 

















THE FASHION FAIR 


an exposition by leaders in the fashion industry 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, New York 
week of June 12 thru 18, inel. 


produced by: LEON LEONIDOFF _ 
designed hy: RAOUL PENE duBOIS 
chairman: TEX McCRARY 


For interesting promotional tie-ins still available, write to: 


THE FASHION FAIR, Suite 3 70 
630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 


Clrele 7-2496 








Stevens promoted from | 
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| attempt to slug it out 











Pix Ads 


Continued from page 9 


in a drive toward more pix accounts. 
| Strengthening of a number of agency 


_ |Coast offices with added personnel 
service | 


and top execs in the last few months 
is regarded as part of the movement 
to bulwark defenses against the new 
onslaught. 
Other Tactics 

Charges are voiced by several 
agencies that producers have been 
approached, unsolicited, by competi- 
tors who’ve prepped campaigns for 
pix slated for early release in an 
with the es- 
tablished agency. It’s claimed that 
such action is unethical and that the 
growing practice spells a knockdown 
fight to ward off continued raids on 
customers 

Another the battle are 
the new raids on agency personnel. 
With a number of the agencies ex- 
panding their film departments 
part of the drive for more accounts, 
artists, copywriters and account 
execs have been a particular target 
for operations. It’s claimed that per- 
sonnel raiding tactics are also in the 
unethical bracket. 

A hot fight for the smaller indie 
producer accounts has developed, 
agency execs say, because they're 


phase of 


objective major company biz. 
Agencies are out to prove what they 
can do with indie productions figur- 
ing that the results will bolster their 
claims to consideration on the part 
of the majors. The struggle is even 
sharper for indie business because 
a humber of the agencies, sighting 
a possible recession, think it’s now- 
or-never to build up their film take. 


WB Bally 


Continued from page 4 




















would probably let the theatre out 
if “Stairway” suffered a sudden 
demise, Warner execs aren't playing 
it that way. 

Theatre management set up a 
series of screenings for presidents 
of civic organizations repping 50,000 
women in Philly and another 20,000 
in the immediate environs. Some 
10,000 cards were made available to 
those viewing the film to recommend 
patronage by friends. The bally was 
planned by the theatre without 
needling by U’s flackery. 

Early developments along these 
lines on competitive bidding have 
top flacks hoping their prayers have 
been answered. They’ve’been beating 
their breasts since the war ended 
because of alleged inertia displayed 
by most exhibs when it came to co- 
operation on exploitation. Maybe the 
drift is over, they’re now saying, 
and the exhib will start pulling the 
oars. 











Distrib Costs 


Continued from page 4 


the personnel cuts at the studio, ac- 
cording to sales chiefs, served more 
than anything to build up a “scare” 
among exhibs and the general public 
that a boxoffice slump loomed in the 
near future. 

Industry, consequently, is wary of 








one distrib topper pointed out, “if 
you holler fire long enough, some- 
body is certain to light a match,” or 


they'll all begin cutting prices and 


rent boxoffice receipts, which are 
record-breaking 1946, make such a 


“scare policy” uncalled for, it’s 
pointed out. 


Pa. Teachers Would Get Nearly $1,000. 


as | 


considered the royal road to prime | 


“| 


starting a false recession, since, as | 


if everybody talks about a slump, 
the slump will actually ensue. Cur- | 


holding at par or better than the. 


Raises Via New Amusement Tax Bill 


+ 





Metro’s N.M. Wastelands 





|Mexico desert to film critics and 
| other “important” personages to 
|plug Metro’s “Sea of Grass” is the 
latest exploitation gag dreamed up 
| by Metro veepee Howard Dietz and 
ad-pub staff. Proof that 
really exists and has 


his the 
land been 
signed over to the critic is contained 


in an actual warranty deed. duly 
| 
inotatized and sent via _ registered 


|mail to the new landowners. 


{road on the locale of the picture. 
|Only hitch to the property-holder 
jis the fact that, if the Santa Fe ever 
wants to extend a spur line through 
the area, it has an option on the 
land which can be picked up by 
| Paying the grantee a sum equal to 
ithat paid by Metro for the 
erty. Pending such a decision on 
the part of the railroad, however, 


an apartment on his property if he 
so desires. Metro has paid all taxes 
for 1947, but next year the land- 
owners will get billed personally by 
the state. 

Idea was incorporated under the 


with Dietz serving as prexy and 
Herb Crooker, Metro homeoffice 
publicity chief, vice president. 
ter from Dietz accompanying the 
deed declares: “You may find a few 
gophers or rattlesnakes on your 
land, in which event you may wish 
to write your Congressman for 
alfalfa seed. Perhaps even occa- 
sionally, bones may be discovered— 
relics of the pioneer days. However, 
this is unlikely as the chances are 
that nobody ever passed through 
your land. Think then of the thrill 
when you first set foot on it.” 


“The taxes for 1947,” the letter 
continues, “are all paid up and there 
are-no strings attached, except, of 
course, should you strike oil or gold 
or some other mineral; then, brother, 
will you see strings. However, it 
is a cheerful gift. You, too, now 
have your place in the sun, just 
2,500 miles outside New York City. 
In fact, you, too, have no place in 
the shade.” 


| 
Grants to Plug ‘Grass’ 


Gift of an acre of land in the New | 


Land—400 acres of it—was bought | 
\by Metro from the Santa Fe rail- | 


prop- | 


the grantee can even build himself | 


Let- | 


Harrisburg, Pa., April 1. 

All entertainment media would be 
|} taxed to provide increased pay for 
| schoolteachers under a bill being 
| prepared for introduction into the 
| Pennsylvania State Legislature this 
week. 

The measure, imposing an undis- 
closed levy, would produce enough 
revenue, according to its sponsors, to 
give teachers almost $1,000 a year 
pay increases, avers Rep. D. Ray- 
mond Sollenberger, House Education 
Committee chairman. 

Meanwhile, another House bill 
which would empower Cities, bor- 
oughs and townships to impose and 
collect a tax on amusements has been 
| referred to the Committee on Munic- 
ipal Corporations. 

A bill regulating the sale and re- 
sale of admission tickets by ticket 
} agencies, introduced in the Senate, 
|has been referred to the Senate's 
;Committee on State Government. 
| The bill provides for licensing such 
jagencies and provides penalties for 
| failure to comply with regulations. 


UCP PACTS SIRK 
Hollywood, April 1. 

United California Pictures handed 
| Douglas Sirk a director contract 
| calling for three pictures, starting 
| with the Robert Cummings starrer, 
{“The Glass Heart.” 

Philip Yordan and Eugene Frenke 
_will function as co-producers 


M-G Reshuffles 


Continued frem page 5 


title, “Sea of Grass Land Co., Inc.,” | 

















| ton exchange, succeeding John S. 
| Allen, who was named a district 
| manager some timé ago, Jack Gold- 
berg, heretofore Washington sales 
manager, has been promoted to 
Albany, branch manager, succeeding 
Herman Ripps, also promoted some 
| time ago to the post of district man- 
| ager. Benn H. Rosenwald, Charlotte 
| branch manager for the last eight 
|years, has been named chief of the 
| Boston exchange, succeeding Thomas 
| J. Donaldson, recently resigned. 

Jacques C. ReVille, Oklahoma City 
branch manager, succeeds Rosen- 
wald at Charlotte. Succeeding Re- 
Ville is Charles D. Lyne, Dallas 
|Salesman since 1927. All promotions 
|take effect April 21, except that of 
| Adams, who assumed his new post 
March 24, 

















New York Theatres 























Ronald Alexis 
REAGAN SMITH 


OTT 
WAKNER BROS, PICTURE 


“STALLION ROAD" 


in Person 


CAB CALLOWAY 


And His Jumpin’ Jive Jubilee 
Piles DUSTY FLETCHER 
Creater ef “Open the Door Richard” 

WARNEKS’ 
BROADWAY 


AT 47TH STREET STRAND 


IN 








Alexis SMITH 
ja Warner Gros. Picture 


“The Two Mrs. Carrolls” 


With NIGEL BRUCE 
Directed by’ Peter Godfrey 
Produced by Mark Hellinger 
WARNERS' 


B’way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD 


| Humphrey Barbara 
| BOGART © STANWYCK 

















ON SCREEN IN PERSON 
'Thurs,, April 3 
Hist Bway Showing! MICKEY 
re WALLACE | ROONEY 
BEERY LOUIS BASIL & 
E ‘The MIGHTY Loew's Statesmen 
McGURK’ Plus OTHERS 

















| Par Powwow 


Continued from page 3 
having been held in Florida during 
February. 

Gzithering of Par’s 
executives presages im 
cisions on future policies. 





partners and 
important de- 
At the 


Florida conclave, it’s been learned, | 
Par’s partners were asked to decide | 





|preliminaries on partic] divestiture | 





from the decree. A vote, then held, 
ruled 9-5 in favor of taking the case 
to the Supreme Court. Problem of 
how to sell to Par partners under 
the competitive bid method and 


were also gabbed. 


BEERY TAKES ‘ALIAS’ 


HoHywood, April 1. 
Wallace Beery’s next starrer for 
Metro will be “Alias a Gentleman,” 
to be produced by Nat Perrin. 
Story deals with an old jailbird 
who suddenly inherits a flock of 





| colin. 


whether the company should appeal | 


DICK HAYMES - VERA ELLEN 
CESAR ROMERO ~ CELESTE HOLM 


- Carnival in Costa Rica 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Techniceter 
| PLUS ON STAGE-- 

CONNEE BOSWELL - BUSTER SHAVER 
PETERS SISTERS - Extra! JACKIE MILES 








Ave. 
ROX J jth Ave. & 


‘PALACE °° 
Laraine DAY - Brian AHERNE 
1 Robert MITCHUM-Gene RAYMOND 


B'WAY 














Winner of Nine Academy Awards! 





The Academy Award Picture! — 








——_ RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL. 
Rockefeller Center 


RONALD COLMAN in 
i 


; “THE LATE GEORGE APLEY”’ 
introducing PEGGY CUMMINS 
A 20th Century-Fox Pictere 


+ 
R Tine Music Hall's Great Easter Stage Show 
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UN Blueprints Plush Setup For 


Broadcasters in New N. Y. Capital 





Radio networks and independent + 
stations got a looksee in New York | 
Thursday (27) at blueprints for pro- | 
posed broadcast facilities in the new | 
United Nations capital to be built on | 
Manhattan's east side. And the} 
broadcasters, who had some beets | 
about accommodations at early UN 
sessions, especially at Hunter Col- 
lege, found the plans good. ‘“Emi- 
nently adequate” was the way one 
net exec described them. 

Representatives of the four major 
webs and of eight N. Y. stations met 
with Chris Cross, UN liaison officer 
for American radio, to look at the 
plans. While gathered, the group, | 
comprising the standing committee | 
ef U. S. radio correspondents ac- | 
credited to the United Nations, | 
elected Ted Church, CBS director | 
of news broadcasts, as chairman for | 
the ensuing year. He succeeds Stan- | 
ley P. Richardson, assistant to the 
NBC veepee in charge of news and | 
international relations. 

Group also named Church, Cliff 
Evans of WLIB, and an OIC (‘Office 
of Information on Cultural and In- 
ternational Affairs) representative 
to be chosen later, to serve as a 
working committee. 

Proposed facilities detailed by 
Cross include 18 broadcasting booths | 
for the General Assembly hall, 12 | 
for each council room, and eight for 
each conference room. In addition, | 
three studios would be set aside for | 
use by nets and stations wishing to 
originate special programs within 
the UN capital. 

A general press and radio writing | 
room is planned, with cubicles open- 
ing off it set aside for newspapers, 





press associations, radio networks 
and stations. Twenty-five of these 
offices would be given over to} 
broadcasters, 


The plans as they stand cail for | 


that the 


the same number of booths for Se- | 


curity Council coverage 
broadcasters now have at Lake Suc- 


| (4). 


|} grams as a 


| program Friday 
| airer 


| been set 


Transcription Showcase 


Programmed by N.Y. Indie 
For New Platter Shows 


Unusual gimmick, whereby agen- 
cies interested in buying transcrip- 
tion shows can hear them on the 
air under regular broadcast condi- 
tions, is being introduced by WNEW, 
N. Y. indie, with. a “One Night 
Stand” program which starts Friday 
Station has made a deal with 
several companies to air their pro- 
sort of transcription 
showcase. Further angle is that the 
transcription companies do a cir- 
cularizing job, writing agencies and 


time buyers to listen to the program | 


on chance they want to buy, and so 
giving WNEW some free promotion. 

Deal was set with Frederick. W. 
Ziv Co. to use their shows the first 
three weeks, with a Wayne King 
(4), a Philo Vance 
next week and “My Favorite 
Story” week after. Deals have also 
with NBC's transcription 
division and other outfits. WNEW 
holds option on all these shows for 
four weeks, getting first crack at 
any aired for sponsors. 

Station has also inked Louis Un- 
termeyer, poet and anthologist, for 
a 13-week series, “Let's Balance the 
Books,” in association with -Satur- 
day Review of Literature. Show, in 
quiz form, will have Untermeyer, as 
emcée, and a panel of three authors 
discussing oddities in literary field, 
“personality stuff, ete. Program, 
starting April 13, and running a full 
hour, will be on light, humorous 


| side. 





icaieaere now move a take Se FECA Bids For 


have for General Assembly meetings 
at Flushing, but the accommoda- 
tions would be considerably more 
spacious, a 


Home Fax Biz 


Plans are*only tentative, of course. | 


Cross will toss the blueprints into 
the UN hopper for final approval. 

Individual stations represented at 
the meeting were WEVD, WHN, 
WLIB, WNYC, WQXR, WOV, 
WMCA and WOR. 


Digest Airer Set To 
Go Thru Summer 


Kansas City, April 1. 

Reader's Digest, Radio Edition, 
sponsored by Hall Brothers, greet- 
ing card manufacturers here, will 
continue on its CBS broadcasts right 
through the summer following a de- 
cision made after a conference be- 
tween company execs and Foote, 
Cone & Belding agency. 

Beginning in July the Hallmark 
show will shift to a Wednesday night 
schedule originating at 8- p.m. EST 
and being rebroadcast for the moun- 





tain and Coast zones at 9 p.m. PST. | 


The Thursday night 10 p.m. EST slot 
which the show has held this season 
probably will go to Hollywood Star 
Time as part of a move by CBS to 
make Thursday mystery night on the 
net for next fall’s listeners. 

Jack Hunt continues as FCB exec 
for .the account with the program 
under direction of Marx Loeb and 
music composed by Jack Miller. 
Rich Kollmar will continue in the 
emcee slot through the summer with 
Tom Shirley as announcer. Budget 
will be tightened for the summer 
run, 


ABC Grabs Coast Bowl 
Easter Show; NBC Out 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Hollywood Bowl’s Easter Sunrise 
services are an earache to NBC, par- 
ticularly since the handling of the 
event requires so much detail. as 
well as wrangling with the Bowl 
board. So, this year it's ABC that's 
carrying the Bow], from 5:30 to 6:30 
a.m.. April 6. 

NBC had refused the national 
event. Officially, NBC's attitude is 





that the requested one-hour is more | 


than it can handle, in view of other 
equally important events.. However, 
insiders aver that conflicts with 
Bowl hierarchy on details, many 
piceyune, has chilled the net. 


| Capt. W. G, H. Finch, New York 
_facsimile developer and manufac- 
| turer, is prepping an early bid for 
|the lucrative market expected to de- 
velop in.a few years for home fac- 
simile recorders. 

His Telecommunications outfit, 
| which has its plant in Passaic, N. J., 
is putting finishing touches on two 
| models of a_ simplified recorder 
|which can be plugged into an ordi- 
/nary home FM receiving set. 

The two models will get their 
initial demonstration showings at 
the American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. convention at the Waldorf, 
|N. Y., April 22-24. 

Facsimile machines which Capt. 
Finch has produced thus far are 
combination sending-receiving units 
designed more for commercial use, 
such as by chain banks, than for 
home use. 








State Dept. Int'l Shortwave Setup 
Runs Up Vs. Congress, Industry Snags 





Putnam-MBS Honeymoon 
Over, But WOR Tie Strong; 
Will Release If NBC Calls 


George Carson Putnam, newscast- 
er welcomed home from the war 
with considerable to-do and buildup 
by Mutual a few months ago, is get- 
ting a crack at Lowell Thomas’ spot 
on NBC—but he’s not going to fall 
back on Mutual if he loses out. MBS 





KLZ’s Director of Special Events 


MACK SWITZER has quietly handed him the pink 
N i . | "ts q lip. 
Spot reporting of important and |§ aes une 
significant events is made possible He does, however, ha ve a 
by KLZ’s mobile unii, pack trans- |WOR (N.Y. contract in his 


recorder — most 
purpose 


mitter and wire pocket under which he is now doing 


complete facilities for the 11 stints weekly for the key Mutual 








a the Deawer: engeen. station. If NBC beckons, WOR will 
KLZ, DENVER. (release him; otherwise he can stay 


| on. At present he’s doing a five- 
week tryout, pitted against Alex 
shift him to CBS or ABC. 

Putnam did a flock of chores at 

| Warner from Washington. Robert 

Bob Hope,|Gardner has taken over the N. Y. 
Crosby will cut two Philco plat- 
wax the season’s washup with Fred 
Allen in one of the spots. Hope will 


a 
Crosh Ho hit Dreier and Ken Banghart, for the 
y, Hope 
|Mutual before his exit, 
end of the noon news, 
ters in Chicago, with Groucho Marx 
close out his current Pepsodent tour 











Bing Crosby and 
who've traveled roads to Morocco, 
Zanzibar, etc., are hitting the road 
to Manhattan, but by separate paths, 
for their season windups on the air- 
waves, 





Thomas role, latter having wrapped 
!narration on “Spotlight on America” 
guesting on 


up new sponsor deal which will 
© * | (now eancelled), pinch-hitting for 
|Gabriel Heatter for several weeks, 
or r in UPS | ene 12 noon news in combo with Al 
. 
both, during the next Station réa S 
fortnight, then head for N. Y. to 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Despite the fact that NBC officials 





with broadcasts from Philly and| have expressed opposition to the 
Boston as well as N. Y. He'll spend proposed limitation on __ station 
his summer layoff kicking around breaks at four previous regional 


meets with their affiliates, the pro- 
posal will be made again today 
(Tues.) to 12 western state affiliates 
of the chain. NBC is taking the 
drastic step in an, etfort to ward 
off severe criticism of the over-com- 
mercialization of radio. 


South America and Europe. 


It’s still indefinite whether Philco 
will put in a summer show on ABC 
while el Bingo frolics with his kids 
on the Nevada ranch and hunts and 
fishes with Bill Morrow in Jasper 


National Park. Groaner signs off| Plea is.that station owners limit 
June 18 and won't return until| commercial station breaks to one 
Sept. 24. 


per hour and the net, in turn, will 


Crosby is scheduled to reach Chi | make a comparable reduction. Loss 


including | 





CHI’S WMAQ IN GALA 
SALUTE TO 25TH ANNI 


Chicago, April 1. | 

WMAQ, Chicago's oldest station, 
will hold a half-hour celebration in | 
honor of its 25th birthday April 13. | 
Program, 3:30-4 p.m. CST, will have | 
special transcriptions by Amos ‘n’ | 
Andy, and Fibber McGee and Molly, | 
; who first started on NBC outlet. | 
Judith Waller, head of educational | 
division, and who has been with the 





station 24 years, will be honored and | 


William Hedges, NBC v.p., will be | 
special guest. 

Wholly owned and_ operated 
NBC’er 


firsts to its credit. Among those 
claimed are first football broadcast 
in 1925: first trans-oceanic wire be- | 
tween England and Chicago in 1928, 


and presentation of the first tele- blind. Its theme will be education | application 


vision show in 1930. 


Showgoers Turn Crix 
On Gabber’s Package 


Announcer Charles Stark (“Can 
You Top This,” 


| to come up 


with 50,000 watts has many | 


etc.) has a package | 


tomorrow (3) With a complete crew, 


including Bill Morrow and an en- 
gineering staff, to do the two platter 
stints, Guesters on the first, to be 
cut next Tuesday (8), will be 


Groucho Marx and Dorothy Shay. 
On the second disk, set for cutting 
April 15, Marx will do a repeat and 


Bing also will host Warren Brown, 
Chi Herald-American sports ‘editor, 
and Hank Greenberg. Audiences at 
both sessions will be comprised en- 


tirely of hospitalized vets. 


Conflict of an earlier engagement 
caused cancellation of a date for 
Crosby to guest on Quiz Kids’ Easter 


of revenue is faced by the stations 
under such a plan, but the net 
points out it would take an even 
more severe cut due to its effort to 
de-emphasize the commercial as- 
pects of radio. 

At the meets being held here at 
the Hotel Ambassador, prexy Niles 
Trammell and other NBC execs will 
point to the seriousness of the criti- 
cism of commercials and to the fact 
that groups in Washington are 
working to force a change in strue- 
ture, with a remote possibility of 
Governmental control of radio. Also 
Slated for discussion in the closed 





: t bev wl . sessions is a proposal to permit only 
See teen eee nde to be — | two daytime serials to be run in 
Pict Poedeian he a pose og n'| succession, with shows of other 
ae dissertation on the Bing’s ef-/| types sandwiched between them. 


Philco’s other platter star, Burl 
Ives, aired on Mutual, is going on 


through the summer without a letup. | 


Philco, incidentally, has 


all the stations carrying Bing ‘(about 


toted up) 


Scheduling of mysteries after 8 p.m. 
and giveaway contest regulation and 
supervision are on the agenda for 
discussions as well. : 


400), all those airing Ives ‘about | Mf Bo 

340), and added these to the five! etro Wants to ost 
weekly “Breakfast Club” segments = 
sponsored by Philco (220 stations), | Power for FM Station 


with an 


| 


impressive- | 


sounding promotion figure of “over 


1,800 individual programs carrying 
the Philco message weekly.” 





WMIN Makes Bid to Blind 
In Special Weekly Airer 


Minneapolis, April 1. 
WMIN here is inaugurating a spe- 
cial weekly radio program for the 


and inspiration and it will go on for 
15 minutes Saturdays 11:30 a. m. 
Program also will be directed to 


| people with sight, tipping them off 


; 


as to the best ways for helping the | 


blind. Blind units will provide mu- 
sical numbers. 


Hollywood, April 1. 

For its proposed Hollywood FM 
station, Metro has asked the FCC for 
a 10-fold power hike over its origi- 
nally requested 4.8 kilowatts. Studio 
now wants 49.5 kilowatts, obviously 
for greater coverage in the southern 
California market. 


The application was prepared by | 


Herb Pettey, g.m. of Loew-owned 
New York outlet, WHN,. and sub- 
mitted last week to FCC. Oricinal 


a year, ; nd asks for channel No. 261 
(100.1 megacyveles 


Hoop-Happy 1 
Minnespol April 1. 
State bi: 


show, “Amateur Critic,’ on which | a ae | Sas weekene “= See 
the first audition record was cut last | Sholis WHAS Chief pring alin : ie ‘ding 
week. Show has two regular film | Louisville, April 1, bendy Perm eis ren : 34 
or legit critics who review latest Victor Sholis, executive secretary ‘ -- 


offerings. In addition, program calls 
for a haif-dozen people, taken from 
,an audience leaving a theatre and 
rushed to the studio, to air 
opinions of the film or play. 


their | 
Coulson. 
| Show is now making the rounds. | 


of the Clear Channel Broadcasting | cast the 
been | 


Service, Washington, has 


five of them in Twi 
finals. 


Local stations Ww 


named general manager of WHAS | WLOL. WMIN. and W? 


following retirement of W. 


Lee and FM. Outsiders 
; | Marshall, 
Latter quit because of ill health. iMinn., and KVOX 


were 
KWLM, 
Moorhead, 


Minn.: 





has been on file for over | 


*nt here | 


Washington, Apri) 1. 

Congressional hearings on Asst, 
Sec. of State William Benton's plan 
for a 15-man, publicly-chartered In. 
ternational Broadcasting Founda. 
tion to run shortwave programming 
are not expected until late in the 
session, it was learned today. 

Enabling legislation for the IBF 
was forwarded to the Hill last week, 
bearing the endorsement of Sec. of 
State George Marshall. It is also 
known to have the support of the 
White House, Congressional opposi- 
tion is already evident, 
and comes principally from those 
who are against any form of goy- 
ernment radio operations overseas, 

In the Senzte, for example, Sen. 
Robert Taft (R., Ohio) is dead set 
against any government confrol of 
overseas broadcasts. Sen. Arthur 
Vandenberg (R., Mich.) by the same 
token can be expected to go along 
with Benton’s plan, 

The legislation was referred Fri- 
day (28) to the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee, headed by 
Wzellace White (R., Maine) and Sen- 
|ate majority leader. On the House 
side it was turned over to the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, whose 
chairman is Rep. Charles Eaton (R., 
N. J.). 

Meanwhile, the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters gave qualified support 
ito the IBF as “the most practical 
proposal” right now. Admitting that 
shortwave operation by private li- 
censees is not “now economicaily 
feasible,” the Assn. went on to 
| recommend that “during the exist- 
|ence of this public corporation, fur- 
| ther explorations by both the indus- 
|}try and the government be made 
| into the possibility of conducting in- 
| ternational radio in a manner which 
| is more in harmony with the free 
} system of American domestic broad- 
casting.” 

Elsewhere, James Shouse, v.p. of 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp., one of 
the seven private licensees, endorsed 
the plan and said he felt it did not 
“constitute »« threat to our Ameri- 


WBBM Sions Two 
In Anti-Bias Stand 


Chicago, April 1. 

Latest development in long-range 
fight against racial discrimination 
of WBBM, local CBS outlet, is the 
signing of two colored singers to 
its staff. Duo, Ira Burton, bari- 
tone, and Harriet Clemons, lyric so- 
prano, were winners over 1,500 con- 
testants in a contest sponsored by 
station in conjunction with the Chi- 
cago Defender, Negro weekly. 
WBBM is offering the pair for com- 
mercial aegis along with the rest of 
staff singers and has placed them on 
one Sunday show already, although 
winners were just chosen March 26. 

In addition, vocalists play a weeks 
‘engagement at Oriental theatre, 
{downtown vaude house. Contest, 
| which was open to singers between 
;ages of 17 to 24, had been going on 
for six weeks. 


however, 














WBBM's Canary Aviary p 
Biggest stable of vocal talent 1s 
owned by WBBM, with station sign- 
ing two new singers this week. 
While others have been heaving the 
axe at canaries, WBBM has been 
jooking for unusual voices, pointing 
out they all have commercial spon- 
sors, except those just signed up 9 
the past two weeks. 
At present there are i8 
including two vocal groups of four 
| each. 


singers, 


‘Neither Snow, Nor Rain’ 
Stays Cleve. Stations 


Cleveland, April 1 

| Gale-velocity winds blew into 
| northern Ohio last Tuesday (25) and 
put Cleveland's four stations om 
“alert” time providing bul- 
letins and weather reports for 1s0° 
lated communities. 

Schools were closed, roads 
ed by drifts, and motorists ended UP 
in stalled cars. WTAM, WGAR, 
WHK and WJW had their news 
rooms working overtime tt ling the 
public of meetings being cancelled, 


news 


plock- 


‘lasses being postponed and road 
nditions. : 
"hen weather conditions "°F 

’ tribute 


even newspapers paid pute 
@ job done by “competitive 
rooms, 








S 
| 
| 
: 
: 
: 


ee ane One 











it i ee ll 


+1 ™ © 


ne 


hi- 


into 
and 

on 
pul- 


1s0- 


ock- 
1 up 
‘AR, 
pws 

the 
led, 
road 


nore 
pute 
five” 


















“edness, April 2, 1947. 





RADIO 29 








| Philip Morris Jumps Into Daytime 
Programs, Hypoing Sag in Net Biz 





Philip Morris is about to shatter? 
precedent in radio advertising by | 
ciggie manufacturers by jumping in- 
to daytime ether with two give- 
away shows appealing directly to | 
housewives. Shows are Mutual's | 
“Queen for a Day” and “Heart’s De- 
sire.” This is first big chunk of new 
pusiness any net has had in several 
months. ' 

Pacts for the shows, both aired 
out of Holly wood, are being wrapped 
up by Cecil & Presbrey agency. Deal | 


Mutual’s Riches 


Ted Bliss, producer of “Case 
Book of Gregory Hood” (Mu- 
tual), needed somebody to play 
the role of a radio. editor 
named Allen Rich for the stanza. 

So who did he dig up? A fel- 
low named Allen Rich, who is 
radio editor of the San Fernando 
‘Cal.) Valley Times. S’ help us, 
says MBS’ Coast flackery. 








involves a switch in policy agency- | 





wise, inasmuch as Biow has had all 





of P.M.’s ad business up to now. | 
Biow, however, will continue to oore Wwoll n 


handle the ciggie outfit’s other shows 
(Milton Berle on NBC, “It Pays To| 
Be Ignorant” and “Crime Doctor” 
on CBS) as well as P.M, advertising | 
in other media. 

Deal for the two giveaway stanzas | 
calls for P.M. to sponsor their airing 
five times weekly over 200 oo 

“Queen” at 2 p.m. and “De 
11:30 a.m, 


outlets, 


sire” at Presently 15} 


minutes of the half-hour “Queen” | pee in charge of 


show is sponsored by Miles Labora- 
tories, other half being sustaining | 
since Procter & Gamble dropped | 
that tab some time back. 

“Desire” debuted as a sustainer 
about four months ago and has had | 
a-mail pull of more than 1,609,000 | 
jetters since that time. 

New business from Philip Morris | 


is a boon of no small proportions to | own, 


Mutual. State of gloom was deepen- | 
ing around N, Y. homeoffice this 


week as net prepared to kiss good- | years. His contract with Rexall had | The Commission characterized the other hand, according to the come- | 
pye to a couple of sponsors. | three and a half years to go but the|Bay State program proposals S| dian, the audience for urbane, know- 

Shows being yanked are “Double | sponsor gave him his release. As|‘ ‘basically defiicient,” relatively ing air comedy may be increasing. 
or Nothing,” half-hour Sunday night} third owner of the package with | inflexible and less w ell designed to “Fred Allen has contributed mate- 


quizzer for Pharmaco, and “Crimes | 
of Caretessness,” 30-minute Sunday 


(Continued ‘on page 36) 


(BS Nixes Truman 


Jeff Day Talk 


Three of the four major networks 
apparently consider the annual Jef- 
ferson Day dinner a patriotic, non- 
political affair, Not so CBS. Al- 
though NBC, ABC and Mutual will | 
carry President Truman’s address | 
(10:30-11 p.m.) before the dinner at 
Washington's Mayflower hotel Sat- | 
urday (5), Columbia will not. 

CBS’ explanation, issued yesterday 
(1), said: “Inasmuch as both the 
Lincoln Day and Jefferson Day din- 
ners are, in effect, political gather- 
ings, CBS has never considered this 
type of program a four-network job. | 
In the past, CBS has on occasion 
carried these broadcasts when the 
time was available. This year, how- 
eg CBS has decided not to carry 
it. 

CBS has Procter & Gamble’s “This 
Is Hollywood” in the 10:15-10:45 p.m. 
Saturday slot. 


WAXED JUDY GARLAND 
OUT FOR DE SOTO SPOT 


It's no go with DeSoto on a plat- 
tered Judy Garland show for the 
pre-Crosby spot Wednesday nights | 
on ABC. Auto outfit wants the film 
Songstress, but won't go for a tran- 
Scribed deal. 

Presumably there’s still a possi- 
bility of DeSoto, via the Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn agency 
Selling Miss Garland on doing the | 
Stint live. At any rate, any kind of 
waxed stanza is out. 


What? No Joe Miller? 


we roeram utilizing the comedy of 
a, Twain, Voltaire, Samuel Hof- 
R ein, Stephen Leacock, Will 
Ogers and other top humorists is 
ing Considered by ABC. Show 
+c by Harry Spears, Allie 
ra and Al Stillman is labeled 
ao ee and Encores,” title of 
Stra las been cleared with the 
sas Evening Post, which runs 
nor page under that name. 


_ r h 
of t » last 
Wee e show was made la: 








| 








j 

| 
Sunday (30) for the Coast to go over | 
| plans for the Jimmy Durante show} between Plymouth and Bay 
next season 
| Garry Moore. It’s understood Mc- 
Clinton also will expleze 
bilities of wrapping up a Garry} was to be used entirely for religious 


| sponsor. 


| banquet feting a sponsor 


‘Schnoz Longfelt | 
Yen to Go on Own 


. L. McClinton, N. W. Ayer vee- 
radio, left N. Y. 


which will be minus} 





@ possi- 
Moore show which might interest a 
Long nursing the yen to go on his 


Garry Moore breaks up his} 
teaming with Jimmy Durante 


season's close in June after four} 


Durante and producer Phil Cohan, | meet 


Moore drew down $3,000 a week. 


the FCC’s Blue Book and the Com- 


on both sides of the issues are al- 
| ready readying court appeals, it was 


—- +--+ 


| BLUE BOOK FACES ‘PERFECT TEST 





bo BROGKT 
DeGlon TO COURT 


By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY 
April 1, 








A Short Million 


Washington, 


vies : Washington, April 1, 
; rhe industry and the NAB at last | Frank Fletcher and Kilbourne 
nave the perfect court case to test Castell. owners of new daytimer 


WARL, Arlington, Va., took 
strong steps recently to combat 
rumors that WARL wes up for 
Lawyers sale. Duo ran an advertisement 
in all Washington newspapers as 
follows: “Radio station WARL, 
for sale for $999,999.98. Apply 
The long-awaited test case came to owners.” 
last week when FCC preferred the Idea was that price was so 
Plymouth County Broadcasting fantastic, readers would realize 
Corp. over two other contenders for the whole thing was a joke and 


mission’s right to decide between 
radio station bidders on the basis of 


program proposals alone. 


learned today (1). 


a new station in Brockton, Mass. pay no attention the next time 
i The Commission frankly based _ its they heard the station was on 
decision on the fact that Plymouth’s the block. WARL is only one 
|; program proposals were superior to of several newcomers in the 
jthat of its nearest competitor, the D. C. radio picture which had 


195.3% of the 


at| for sponsorship by institutional ad- 


| Bay State Beacon Co. Both Plym- 
outh and the Bay State were made 
up of local Brockton men. The third 


contender, the Cur-nan Co., was ? 
ruled out early in the race pacers 1 a 10 ‘Too 


been rumored ready for auction, 
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| its principals were non-residents. 


The Blue Book came into tah | 
when FCC got around to deciding 
State. 
Bay State had proposed to reserve 
only 4.7% of its schedule for sus- 
taining shows, and this percentage 


pregramming. In other words, 
program format was 
to be available for sponsorship. 
Civic programs would be available 


Albany, April 1. 
Radio is “suffering from too much 
money” and probably from “too 


much laziness on the part of listen- 
vertisers. 


community needs.” 
FCC added, 


potential 


The “lack of flexibility,” rially to this trend,” Morgan said. 


Here to emcee a program pre- 





¥ i 7 i c i j «< 1 : th » . 
Br eak with Durante and Cohan|“is particularly indicated by e sented under the auspices of the 
was friendly. as has been their re- | negligible percentage of broadcast Nations) Uteen .Leamue ana Ais 
° , t . ‘or s : ™ . sas . 
lations throughout the tenure of| time reserved for sustaining pro bany Inter-racial Council, Morgan 


their teaming. It is believed that 
Moore, without an agent since he 
discharged National Concert & Art- 
| ists Corp., 
contract with NBC, fell for a hard 
pitch by a percenter that he’s ripe 
and ready for his own show. He's 
strictly out on spec, as he admits 
nothing tangible in the way 
sponsor has yet developed. 
Durante and Cohan are now 
scouring the field for a_ straight, 
fast-talking foil for Jimmy's comedy 
style not necessarily of the Moore 
type. They're lining up candidates 


mer. Both Durante and Cohan is- 
sued a statement wishing their de- 
parting partner the best of luck to 
quash reports that jealousy was re- 
sponsible for the break. 


‘Credit Where Credit Due’ 
Theme of Stations Kudo 
To Atlantic Co., N.W. Ayer 


Philadelphia, April 1. 

Unusual case of kudosing is slated | 
to break out here April 21 at the 
Warwick hotel. A group of more 
than 100 radio stations will toss 4 
(Atlantic 
Refining Co.) and its agency ‘Ayer) 
for “maintaining a high standard of 
broadcasting.” Stations are those 
over which Atlantic Refining has 
sponsored some 2,200 football and 
10,000 baseball game _ broadcasts 
during the past 11 years. 
“Sports Tribute Committee,” 
bv Frank R. Smith, WWSW, 
burgh, will present a trophy to the 
execs. “Although 
and agencies have 
influence 





headed 


oi] company's 
radio stations 
never underestimated the 
of the sponsor or program quality,” 
said Smith in some candor, “credit 
where credit is due has certainly 


i been ignored.” 


The banquet is expected to draw 
400. including many top sportscast- 
ers. college and ball club coaches 


ALLMAN SPORTSCASTER 
Philadelphia, April 1. 
Bob Allman. blind athlete of the 
Univ. of Pennsylvania, has joined 
the sports staff of KYW 
Allman. who captained Penns 
wrestling team in 1939, will present 
review roundup 


a weekly sports 


over the local NBC outlet. 


of a: 


| 
| 


|ming, by 
but under an employment | 60-40 ratio of commercial to sus- 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Pitts- | 


'case and will go into the U. S. dis- 
and will audition through the sum-| 


rome...” . . 
& ~- : : | wouldn't venture an estimate on the 
The Plymouth County program- | ~ : green 
. radio-wise” dialers, 


comparison, proposed a [cone of 
7 : | though admitting it was small. 

A great many listeners have be- 
come accustomed to “easy entertain- 
ment,” Morgan said, but he wasn’t 
sure they could be roused from their 

“lethargy” in a country where the | 
emphasis was more on money than 
on thinking. “Too much money is 
ruining radio,” Morgan added, in- | 
cluding artists in the indictment. Ra- 
though, he 
said, “Radio could accomplish almost 
any task if the powers-that-be could 
decide how it ‘should be used,” he 
concluded. 


Wash. Solons Salute KIRO 
With Special Resolution 


taining broadcasts and_ revealed ; 
elaborate plans for local news cov- 
erage, civic programs, educational 
broadcasts and ample time for sus- 
taining features. 

Programs as Basis 


Since the choice was clearly made 
on the basis of program proposals, 
lawyers for the loser Bay State are |dio could be reformed, 
making a flat Blue Book test of the 


trict court of appeals in D. C., as 
soon as a final order is entered. 
Philip Hennessey of Segal, Smith & 
Hennessey, counsel fog, Bay State, 
had previously challenged FCC’s 
right to weigh programs in deciding 
cases, and can be expected to put 
up a hot court fight. 

Counsel for the winning company 
was Leonard H. Marks of Cohn & 
Marks, who also represent Drew 
Pearson and Robert S. Allen in their 
fight to take over the prize Hearst 
station WBAL, Baltimore. Coin- | by the Washington state legislature 
cidence of the gituation is that Cohn |commending that station's program, 
& Marks will be defending Blue |“Two-Party Line,’ which broadcast 
,Book principles in both cases and news and doings of the session. 
both may reach the Supreme Court “Party Line” was produced on a 
' Odd wrinkle in this first test case bipartisan basis, with a representa- 
of the Blue Book is that principals |4ive of both political parties, chosen 
in both the Bay State and winning | by their colleagues, appearing on 
Plymouth County companics are the program. KIRO gave these 
‘local Brockton lawyers and are also | spokesmen a free hand and equal 
' sharpening their legal wits for aj|time on the air each Sunday after- 
court fight. noon from 5 to 5:30. 

Plans have already been laid to 
offer the program again in 1948, 
and it wil! also be offered to other 
stations in eastern Washington so 


Opposition Demands 
Axing of CBC; Called [a the cnie state may ‘be en 
Free Speech Menace tol on re he eginiative interest. 


April}. Robbins’ Switch: From 
Abolition of the Canadian Broad- 
Jockey to Adventurer 


“Mr. Midnight,” adventure series 
ee ps War rt featuring disk jockey Fred Robbins. 
manded over the weekend Dy i is being offered agencies by a new 
Conservative Party, opposition tO package outfit, Ted Corday & Wiff 
ithe Liberal Party now in power. Roberts. Two are former NBC 

Because of alleged outside political | staffers. 
domination, opposition charged that Duo also has “My Friend Mul- 
Canada’s nationalized radio system | rooney,” a comedy series by Al Wil- 
should be divorced from political |liams, Saturday Review of Litera- 
and be controlled by an ture radio critic, and several other 
bozrd., Conservatives shows. Corday is director on “Betty 
the $2.50 annual fee |Crocker’s Magazine of the Air.” 
set - owners |Roberts is onetime NBC national 
‘production manager. 7 








Seattle, April 1. 
local CBS _ outlet, is 


KIRO, 





a 


Toronto, 


casting Corp. as a menace to free 


speech and free enterprise was de- 


domination 
ndependent 
also said that 
levied on Canadian 
jshould be discontinued. 


Ruined by Deask 4 
‘Sez Henry Morgan 


ers,” says Henry Morgan. On the} 


On Its Bipartisan Airer 


bragging about a resolution passed | 


CBS Adding Full-Hour Dramat Show 
To Powerhouse Tuesday Night Lineup 


@ CBS is about to unveil a full-hour 


|dramatic show in a move to power- 
house its Tuesday night program 
i\lineup. Show will be slotted in the 
9:30-10:30 period in opposition to 

NBC’s McGees and Hope. Curtain- 
raiser is set for April 29. 

Tentatively titled “The Play’s the 
Thing,” blueprints for the program 
call for dramatization of plays and 
jnovels. To direct the dramats, CBS 
{has imported a 25-year-old Cana- 
| dian, Fletcher Markle, from Toronto, 
iWhere he has been writing and 
idirecting shows for CBC, lately 
working on latter's “Stage '47.” He 
arrived in New York, Friday (28) 
to prep the series. 
| Markle himself may script some 
of the productions. Preem play has 
|not yet been determined. Producer 
of the series will be Robert J. Lan- 
dry, director of the CBS program 
writing division, 
| Accent will be on effective dra- 
imatic presentation rather than use of 
big name stars of legit or films to 
hypo listening interest. Only two 
other dramat shows are presently 
aired on a 60-minute basis, one be- 
‘ing Lux Radio Theatre ‘CBS), 
| which consistently rides the Top 15 
Hoopetfatings, and Theatre Guild of 
the Air *«ABC), which has a current 
rating of 9.0. 

CBS 9:30-10:30 segment has re- 
jcently been shared by Arthur God- 
frey’s Talent Scouts and Norman 
|Corwin’s “One World Flight.” Lat- 
jter has been concluded and God- 
|frey’s show is being shifted into the 
9-9:30 slot under its new Lipton 
sponsorship. 


| 
{ 
| 
} 
| 





‘Colman to Star 


On Disk Series 


Hollywood, April 1. 

| Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. 
| Lee closed deal with Frederic Ziv for 
vhandling of dramatic transcriptions 
| Starrring Ronald Colman as narrator 
and occasional star. Dramatizations 
| willl be favorite gtories selected by 
istars of radio, pictures, stage and 
| literati. 

Lee and Lawrence write and 
direct and already have 42 shows on 
wax. Colman and his wife, Benita 
Hume, were in line for Jack Benny's 
summer spot but balked at a deal 
| less than 26 weeks. Shows will! be 
‘sold for local sponsorship and mark 
‘first dramatic series with star of 
Colman’s calibre. 

George Palmer Putnam in Holly- 
wood and Louis Untermeyer in 

ew York are serving as literary ad- 
visers to show, called “Favorite 
Story,” and more than 100 famous 
personalities have chosen stories to 
be broadcast as their favorites. 

Colman’s decision to do the platter 
airers reportedly was influenced by 
the topdrawer production scheduled 
for the stanza, with talent, music, 
writing and direction budgets 
claimed to be highest in history of 
eer transcriptions. 


Fitch Denies Chucking 
‘Bandwagon’ Next Season 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Reports that Fitch was dropping 
its Sunday night NBC time and 
chucking “Bandwagon” for, a cheap- 
er show next season have been de- 
nied in toto by the company through 
the L. W. Ramsey ad agency, in 
| Davenport, Iowa. 
Original story stemmed from re- 
ports that shampoo business was off 
badly but it’s picked up in the last 
few wecks 








Paley b> UJA Post 

William S. Paley, CBS board 
chairman, has been named chairman 
of the advisory council of the 1947 
United Jewish Appeal, according to 
an announcement by Henry Morgen- 
thau, Jr.. UJA general chairman. 

In a statement accepting the post. 
Paley termed the UJA drive for 
$170.000,000 this vear as a “cause of 
imajor world significance.” 
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WCAR Ban Irks Fundamentalists: 


Raise ‘Leftist 


a 


Cry in Congress 





Washington, April 1. 4 

The Fundamentalist preachers are 
once again pounding the doors of 
the FCC, Congress and particularly 
the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican. Activities to protest radio sta- 
tions cancelling contracts for air 
time. 

Latest series of kicks comes from | 
evangelical Christian Temple of Pon- | 
tiac, Michigan, which circularized | 
both the Senate and House member- | 
ship twice last month protesting can- | 
cellation of its contract with WCAR. 
Pontiac, March 1. 

Following an _ established policy, | 
the Fundamentalists charged that 
H. Y. Levinson, licensee of the sta-| 

} 
| 





tion, was part of a left-wing or Com- 
munist conspiracy which is trying to 
silence “men of God” on the radio. 
In the same group, they placed the 
New Deal government, OPA and the 
Civilian Production Administration, 
all of whom “discriminated” against 
Gospel ministers. 

Levinson had silenced one of the 
regular Gospel ministers, Dr. Gerald 
R. Winrod, who was also a defend- 
ant in sedition trial, author of 
Winrod’s “Defenders” and a con- 
fidant of Col. Eugene N. Sanctuary 
and others accused by the U. S. of 
“fascist leanings.” The Church’s pro- 
tests had a strong anti-Jewish flavor, 
pointing out that they had asked 
Levinson to be “tolerant despite the 
fact that he is a Jew.” 

The Christian Temple had paid 
time on WCAR for over four years 





| 


when its eontract was cancelled 
March 1. At the same time, it was 
learned that liberal groups and 


B'nai Brith, a Jewish organization, 
had lodged protests with WCAR 
against Winrod’s use of the station. 
So far only one Congressman has re- 
ferred the protests to the FCC, it 
was learned. 


Blacklist Cited 
In Air Heari 
Washington, April 1. 

President Truman’s list of alleg- 
edly subversive organizations is al- 
ready being flashed in radio station 
hearings, whenever one of the appli- 
cants for a publicly-owned radio 
channel is or has been. a member of 
one of the groups on the White 
House or Attorney General's list. 

For example, reference was made 
at an FCC hearing last week, but 
nothing more than a reference, to 
fact that Edward Lamb, principal in 
an application for Columbus, O., had 
promoted the National Federation of 
Constitutional Liberties—a group in- 
cluded on the President’s list. 

The reference was made by 
Thomas Dowd, of Pierson & Ball, 
counsel for Capitol Radio Co., also 
applying in Columbus, Two princi- 


pals in this company are Sen. John 
Bricker (R., Ohio) and John Gal-! 








braith, who owns the Pittsburgh | 


Pirates along with Bing Crosby. 

Ed Lamb, who is competing with | 
them, is the attorney who filed the 
first Mt. Clemens Poitery suit for | 
portal-to-portal pay. Lamb denied 
he was a Communist, offered evi- 
dence to the contrary and freely ad- 
mitted promoting the formation of | 
the Federation during the war years. 


Como Happy Where He Is; 
Staying in Ciggie Setup 


Rumors are flying, but they're just | 
a song title to Perry Como. Singer | 
yesterday (1) denied knowing any- 
thing about a reported deal in the 
works to spot him in a five-a-week | 
CBS strip back-to-back with Bob | 
Trout’s news as a 





} 


new half-hour | 
combo for Campbell Soups. 

Como, under contract to CBS but 
on lend-lease to NBC for his thrice- | 
weekly Chesterfield stint, is well | 
satisfied with the ciggie setup and | 
indisposed to doing a Monday-, 
through-Friday routine, what with | 
his theatre dates piling up. With 
CBS pressing for Como’s return, 
situation is developing which may 
have to be resolved by arbitration. 


Dolan Quits CBS 
James M. Dolan, for the past 10 
years assistant director of sports for 
CBS, will resign Friday (4). 
Following a vacation trip, he will 
return to New York to consider sev- 
eral offers in the radio field, he 
said. i: 





Next Question 

NAB prexy Justin Miller knows 
that broadcasters know that ra- 
dio doesn’t need a czar. And 
members of the Radio Executives 
Club of New York know that 
Judge Miller knows they don’t 
want one. 

Even so, Judge Miller wilt ad- 
dress the REC tomorrow (Thurs.) 
on the subject, “Does Radio Need 
a Czar?” Seated on the NAB 
chief's right and left will be net- 
work, agency and sponsor big- 
gies—to shake their heads in vig- 
orous agreement. ‘ 


Parliament Will 
Ask BBC Inquiry 


London, April 1. 

A Royal Commission or a special 
committee of inquiry to make a com- 
plete investigation into all aspects 
of the BBC is to be demanded this 
week in Parliament, with a view to 
the overhaul of the administration 
services of the corporation. 

The government has already ap- 
proved in principle the appointment 
of an independent committee, and 
MP’s will ask that in view of the 
recent corruption probe into broad- 
casting the committee or commission 
should be immediately appointed. 

The last government report on the 
BBC stated that the time was not 
opportune for an inquiry because of 
the transition period following the 
war, during which time the BBC had 
been operating under completely ab- 
normal conditions. But to add weight 
to their argument for an all-out in- 
vestigation MP’s intend quoting from 
a special report of the Ullswater 
Committee, whose views on internal 
broadcasting affairs are today’s of- 
ficial blueprint for BBC administra- 
tion. 

The government has made it 
clear that it is satisfied that the 
present>methods are “best suited to 
the present -circumstances in the 
United Kingdom.” 

The government has told MP’s it 
appreciates “the need to insure that 
the problems of a body like the BBC, 
whose essential feature is its politi- 
cal impartiality, and which enters 
so largely into the everyday life of 
the people, are fully ventilated. They 
are not, therefore, opposed in prin- 
ciple to the appointment of an in- 
dependent committee of inquiry.” 

MP’s will argue that a period of 
transition is an elastic measure of 
time, and that the official blueprint 
should now be brought up to date in 
the light of present circumstances. 


AFM Ban on AM-FM Dupes 
Rapped by NAB Group 


NAB's FM executive committee, 
huddling in N. Y. Thursday (27), 
condemned the AFM ban on duplica- 
tion of AM programs over FM as 
“the greatest 
FM's growth. Group felt “every 
means” should be employed to rem- 
edy this situation. 2 

Beyond this, the committee rec- 
ommended that “FM matters” be 
integrated in all discussions of other 
broadcast operations at NAB’s 1947 
convention in Atlantic City next 
September, but proposed that one 
session be devoted to looking into 
“various alternative methods of FM 
operation —i.e., complete duplica- 
tion with AM, complete segregation, 
partial duplication, and exclusive 
FM operation.” Walter J. Damm, 
WTMJ-FM, presided over the com- 
mittee session. 


Orch Leader Into Jock 


Cincinnati, April 1, 
Burt Farber. vet pianist and 
orenestra leader, is the biggest name 
in radio hereabouts to turn disk 














jockey, bowing last week on a 12:45} 


to 1:30 p.m. strip, Monday through 


Friday, on WSAI, local ABC outlet. | 
|For the past year Farber has been| which expects to ensnare unprece- 


arranger, composer and 


NBC dramatic program, “Curtain 


Time,” tagged by Mars Candy. 
Last year Farber directed an); 
orchestra on WSAI for _ several | 


months. He rejoined the station last | occupying 


week for a half-hour series of break- 
fast music shows with John Chester 
Smith, tenor, five days a week. 


single obstacle” to! 








FRANKIE MASTERS 


Cy Langlois, Lang-Worth Prexy, 
hopped from New York to Chicago 
on Monday, March 31, to transcribe 
Frankie Masters and the gang, who 
had traveled direct from Dallas, 
Texas, for the recording session. 

Four hundred jockeys in Lang- 
Worth’s transcription net are await- 
ing eagerly these new cuts of “Music 
by Masters.” 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


CBS-Shirer Tiff 


Over; Gabber In 
Cream Signoff 


The battle of CBS vs. William L. 
Shirer gppeared yesterday (1) to be 
all over but the shouting. Network 
met protests in commentetor’s be- 
half by offering him the Saturday 
6:45 p.m. slot in place of his long- 
standing Sunday 5:45 p.m. period. 
Shirer didn’t want it, sang his shav- 
ing cream-sponsored swan song Sun- 
day night (30) and handed CBS his 
resignation immediately afterward. 


Up to last night he héed not an- 
nounced any future plans. 


Meantime, J. B. Williams Co., 
which sponsored Shirer, turned down 
Joseph C. Harsch, CBS Washington ‘ 
analyst whom the net had assigned 
to Shirer’s Sunday slot. Soap com- 
pany is said to have decided that 
news programs have lost much of 
their wartime appeal anyway and 
may pick up a new show with spe- 
cific appeal to young men, 


Delegation of five representing 
the Voice of Freedom Committee 
and several other protesting groups 
called on CBS board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley Friday (28), while a 
small picket line associated with the 
delegation peraded before the net’s 
headquarters at 485 Madison Ave., 
N. Y. Paley told the delegation the 
web, in yankigg Shirer, had simply 
exercised its right to “editorial 
judgment in making assignments.” 


Shirer, in his closing minutes on 
the air Sunday, made pointed refer- 
|} ence to the Commission on Freedom 
of the Press report, just released, 
declaring press freedom is in dzn- 
| ger. “But I haven’t time left to dis- 
cuss it,” he added, and signed off. 











CIO Cites ‘Conspiracy’ 
Washington, April 1, 
The William Shirer-CBS rift took 
on a new turn here last Friday (28) 
when the CIO-Political Action Com- 
mittee called on the FCC to probe 
Shirer’s removal from his prize Sun- 
day afternoon slot on the network. | 





In a letter to FCC Chairman | 
Charles R. Denny, Jr.. CIO-PAC | 
Director Jick Kroll declared: “In 


view of the recent firings of so- 
called liberal commentators, it ap- | 
pears to me that CBS is part of a. 
conspiracy to shut off the nation’s 
airwaves the commentators desired 
by the people. This merits investiga- | 
tion... .” | 


Missing Heirs’ Finds 
ABC Spot for New Hunt! 


ABC's “Court 








of Missing Heirs,” | 


director, | dented listenership via an upcoming | April 1. 
also pianist, for the Saturday night; hunt for heirs to a million-dollar} man. h 


estate, is being shifted today (2) | 

|into the net's creamtime Wednesday | 
: 8:30-9 p.m. spot. : 
“Willie Piper,” which has been 
this period, is being} 
moved into the tough Sunday 7-7:36 
p.m. segment (opposite Benny) 
which “Heirs” is vacating. 
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~ From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Harry Wismer, ABC sports director, in Washington last week confer. 
ring with J. Edgar Hoover and President Truman on the juve delinqueney 
question, with which Wismer has been closely identified in recent years, || 
Package exec Dan Kampel about again after four weeks hospitalization 
for ulcers....Stanley Ross, ex-Latin American correspondent for AP ana 
NBC, starting weekly “Report on Latin America” Saturday (5) on WLIg 
_.,. Audrey Christie was to replace Lesley Wood's in “Crime Photographer” 
(CBS), because Miss Woods is going to Europe with her husband, but now 
Miss Christie is London-bound, so role goes to Jan Minor... .Mike Jablons 
handling special events, promotion and exploitation for Greater wW. y. 
Fund. ; 

Robert Merrill, NBC “RCA Victor Hour” baritone, teeing off N. Y. Car. 
negie Hall “Pops” concerts May 1 as guest soloist... .Ralph Edwards tak. 
ing “Truth or Consequences” to Chicago Food show for nine days Starting 
April 26 for two performances daily at show, in addition to two regular 
broadcasts during that period....Jack Barry and Candy Jones (Mrs. Harry 
Conover) completed new aud participation package show... .Leon Levine, 
producer of CBS’ “School of the Air,” addressed 1,500 teachers at the 
Teachers Radio Institute in Charlotte, W. Va., Sunday (30). 

Jim Gaines, WNBC g.m., mailing platters of show to all stations saluted 
last Thursday (27) on WNBC’s special half-hour dramatic airing of 
Variety’s Showmanagement Awards....MBS advised “Queen for a 
Day” to play two-day stand at Rotary International convention in San 
Francisco June 12-13....“Author Meets Critics,” switching to WNBC next 
month, may go on the NBC net as a co-op offering... .1947 Peabody awards 
will be presented at a Radio Execs club luncheon in N. Y. April 17... 

WMCA announcer Ted Campbell getting about with a cane as result of 
snapping an ankle while skiing in Vermont....Al Hodge and William 
Adams into cast of “Evelyn Winters” (CBS)....ABC staff correspondent 
William McSherry off Sunday (30) on battleship Wisconsin for Naval 
Reserve training cruise to Panama... Betty McKeever, sec to ABC's Mur- 
ray Grabhorn, has a 37-foot cabin cruiser for sale, It's Navy-built and 
once was an admiral’s “barge”....Alan Handley has quit NBC production 
staff to supervise radio and tele productions for Jinx and Tex McCrary.,., 
Clarence L. Menser, NBC program v.p., booked to discuss network pro- 
gramming before the second annual Radio Institute, Athens, Ga., May 19, 

Merrill Towne, of Irene Beasley's staff, and Bernie Glazer of MCA lit« 
erary dept., married quietly fortnight ago... .Burt Squire, onetime man- 
ager of WINS and of the N. Y. State network, added to Broadcast Music, 
Inc., station relations staff as field rep for midwest....ABC prexy Mark 
Woods and ABC v.p. in charge of stations John H. Norton, Jr., huddling 
with affiliates execs today (Wed.) in Fort Worth,...Pat Frank, author of 
best-seller “Mr, Adam,” signed on CBS overseas staff as stringer in Vienna, 
And Lionel Shapiro, NANA correspondent, covering Rome for Columbia, 

Henry Morgan does a satirical bit role in a March of Time being released 
today (Wed). Subject: teachers’ salaries....WNBC newcaster Charles F, 
McCarthy father of a new girl....Ann Harding, longtime service division 
manager in CBS press info, off on a New Orleans vacation .. Bill Cullen, 
“Winner Take All” emcee, elected “most pleasing air personality’ on stu- 
dent poll at George Washington Univ. (D.C.)....General Foods’ “Portia 
Faces Life’ (NBC) in agency switch, from Young & Rubicam to Benton 
& Bowles, with Hoyt Allen directing for latter....Willie Ulrich, WOR 
technical facilities man, drew a ticket in the Irish sweeps. 

“Johnny Olsen Rodeo Day,” honoring emcee of “Ladies Be Seated” 
(ABC), slated at Kerrville, Tex., annual championship rodeo July 2.... 
CBS sports chief Red Barber home Monday (31) from month of covering 
Dodgers in Havana....Easter program with Cardinal Spellman, Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church of America, and 
Lawrence Turner, baritone, to be aired Sunday (6) over, WLIB....Town 
Meeting’s George V. Denny guesting this am. (Wed.) on Don McNeill’s 
“Breakfast Club” (ABC) from Chi....Beatrice Kay, the Gay 90's gal, 
chosen “Queen” of the.N. Y. Antiques Fair opening five-day run April 14 
....Alice Frost and Ginger Jones added to “The Strange Romance of 
Evelyn Winters” while Pert Kelton joins the “David Harum” players.... 
John Raby new to “Lora Lawton”....Vera Allen added to “Young Widder 
Brown” cast....Saul Carson currently doing a weekly radio column for the 
New Republic. ...Harry Marks has a package show, “Souvenirs,” dramatiz- 
ing prized souvenirs, making the rounds. 


{IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Judy Garland deal for De Soto went out the window when the singer 
insisted on transcribing in the Crosby manner and the auto maker would 
have none of that. Condition of her health dictated the so-called “easy 
route”... .“Duffy’s Tavern” got the silent treatment from NBC last week 
when a plug for Benrus watch was adlibbed. Engineers have been ordered 
to fade for 10 seconds after the verboten line....Campbell Soup and 
Irna Phillips are on a deal for a daytime serial, which would give her 
four-a-day....Local spots are being integrated into Mutual-Don Lee’s 
“Johnson Family” in a test to supplement the co-op and lighten the pay 
load of the participating sponsors. , 

Terry Hayward has done well with his mimic routine at private parties 
and is going professional. Already landed three guest shots. He was & 
producer at Young & Rubicam before the war... Alan Sands completed 
a new comedy sports package, titled “Clambake Corner,” which will stat 
a sports columnist, format is a blending of comedy, factual sport episodes 
and sport guestars....Mann Holiner east for talks with his partners at 
Lennen & Mitchell mainly about the Old Gold account and what to do 
about the Frank Sinatra renewal coming up in a few weeks... . Hubbell 
Robinson in town to look in on the second recording of the Jack Paar 
show slated for summer duty in the Bob Hope slot. 

Shirley Mitchell, who went east last November to marry a medico, re- 
turning for her role in “Gildersleeve”....Maestro David Broekman said 
to be putting his Hollywood experiences between book covers while lay- 
ing off in New York....Dick Powell flew east to have a chat with Ward 
Wheelock about a new show for Campbell Soup....“Corny” Jackson rest- 
ing up for a few days on a ranch near Santa Barbara....Jim Ellis in town 
for the bow of Tony Martin’s Texaco series, Myron Kirk sticking around 
for the first few shows. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


All the nets covered the mine disaster in Centralia, Tl. March 25 with 
special event crews broadcasting from shaft....Dick Lawrence, Wez!yana 
Tilden, Bunny Catcher, Bill Perry and Everett Clark doing a busman’s 
holiday stint in “Night Without End” legiter at 8th St. theatre, April 27..-+ 
Bob Jones attended district affiliates meeting of ABC in Kansas City 
March 29....“Truth or Consequences” will air three shows, April 26, 
May 3 and 10, from Chicago. 

Art Satherly, v.p. of Columbia Records, in town visiting CBS head- 
quarters....Florence Folsom, WIND continuity chief, back after tw0- 
week Caribbean cruise. ... Edward Nickey of NBC leaves to join Dancer* 
Fitzgerald-Sample agency as assistant time buyer....Myron Wallace if- 
terviewing his 260th interviewee, Morton Downey, on “Famous Names” 
. Robert Livingstone, for the past 18 months WBBM local sales- 
as been appointed eastern sales representative of that station 
Jean Pettus, secretary of Radio Writers Guild, back to work after a bout 








| With the flu. ...FM station WGNB now has disk jockey show with palt of 


Northwestern students doing the turning....Jack Benny at the Chicago 
for one week starting April 9....Walter Preston, WBBM topper, leaving 
on Carribean cruise May 4 for two weeks. Trip was offered by Navy de- 
partment ‘because of WBBM’s help during the war....Robert Guilbert. 
NBC continuity acceptance director, conducted ‘a seminar for 400 students 
of the Chi Ad Club. . 
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DIAL SPINNERS 





ee EE > 

Margaret Truman’s debut on the “Sunday Evening Hour” March 16 
skyrocketing the symph’s rating from 2.7 to 18, landed the ABC long- 
hair item among the Top 15 on Hooper's March 30 report. Fred Allen 
and Charlie McCarthy, competing with the young soprano from Mis- 
souri, weren't pushed off the list but dropped into the lowest brackets 
they've held this season. Bing Crosby and Eddie Canior were edued 
out. 

Excluding Allen, McCarthy and “Sunday Evening Hour.’ only three 


shows in opposition to the Top 
porials 

TOP 15 
Bob Hope ...-6..--seess- 1.0 


~ 


Jack Benny 
Fibber & Molly 
Walter Winchell .... 
Lux Radio Theatre... 
Red Skelton 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Screen Guild Players.... 
Fred Allen 


Consequences 


>=) 


“Ss 
Ie oe 


NNwWNNNN NWN SW 
SNS S 
— & 


Truth or 0.4 
Duffy's Tavern vo . me 
Charlie McCarthy ........ 19.4 
IED esis 5 6 6's 6:4,0,6.4.0 19.3 
Mr. District Attorney.... 18.6 


Sunday Evening Hour... 18.0 





15 crashed 





through the 10-or-bettey 


Total 
Network 
OPPOSITION Competition 

6.2 

12.2 

; te 13.6 

14.1 Man. Merry-Go-Round 23.3 

10.6 Telephone Hour ..... 16.5 

16.7 

iockunue 10.4 

18.0 Sun. Eve. Hour...... 29.3 

19.2 

16.5 

18.0 Sun. Eve. How 6s ee 

13.4 Blondic Sb cade 

17.0 

19.4 Charlie McCarthy ... 32.4 
22.1 


Fred Allen 





RDG Plans to Absorb Directors In 
Most of Show Biz; May Change Title 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Radio Directors 
expand, to take over practically all 
director groups except _ for 
Screen Directors Guild, it 
learned here, Union chiefs will ask 
the membership at a 


morrow (2) 
changing of 


Guild plans to 


the 


meeting to- 
to approve action and 


name to Directors 
Guild of America. 


Proposed ex- 
pansion would take in_ television. 
stage and possibly assistant screen 


directors, making the directors’ union 
one of the most powerful in indus- 
try instead of comparatively small 
as it it now, 

Television directors are  auto- 
matically assumed to be in RDG 
ranks, while stage directors report- 
edly have applied for admission into 
expanded organization. Only assist- 
ant screen directors banded _to- 
gether in wing of SDG remain to 
be approached, Film assistants have 
no affiliation with AFL or any 


other labor group, despite tie with 
SDG. ‘ 


WCKY in 256 Suit 
On Union Strike 


Cincinnati, April 1. 

Following a half-day shutdown of 
WCKY Saturday (29), station execs 
filed suit in U. S. district court for 
$25,000 damages against the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for staging a technicians 
walkout without giving notice 30 
days in advance of the action. 
WCKY resumed operations Sunday 
morning (31) with supervisory em- 
Ployees manning the transmitters 
and studio controls. 

IBEW walkout climaxed a dispute 
etween the station and union over 
® no-strike provision which WCKY 
reeedly demanded be included in 
€ new contract, Negotiating com- 
mittees had already reached agree- 
ment on the questions of wages, 
ee and working conditions when 
€ union leadership decided to end 
€ contract talks and walk. 
i ernA members have refused to 
th ap the IBEW picket line and have 
i been working since lJast Satur- 
w ste Surprise nature of the union's 
the out was indicated by fact that 
js Station’s president and general 
anager were both out of town on 
Other business, 








> r&G GANDERS ‘BELOW’ 
ca & Gamble is reported 
Whodae favorably on purchase of a 
Tin unit, “Man from Below,” star- 
ee Sydney Greenstreet, for its 
-— product. 
AE A & S Lyons package and 
is tabbed as the probable web. 
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was | 





_ Indispensible Godfrey 


CBS has decided Arthur Godfrey's 
“Talent Scouts” can’t do without 
| Godfrey, even while he takes a va- 
|cation. So, while he does so— 
| April 29 through May 20—the pro- 
gram will be suspended. 
| When he returns and show re- 
sumes May 27, it will move into a 
|new time slot, 9-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 
|replacing. “Vox Pop,” which Lipton 
|Tea has dropped in favor of the 
Godfrey stanza. 


Chi Indies Okay 


Chicago, April 1. 

Independent “B” here 
reached an agreement 

‘on a new contract after negotiating 
since Feb. 1. Contract, signed last 
week, calls for a 30% 
actors, singers, freelancers and staff 
announcers. Staff announcers get in- 
lerease when working out of sched- 
ule. 
ly, raising present salaries on staff 
from $63.50 to $83.50 per week. 
| Other clauses included two weeks 


stations 


increase for 





| cation with pay. Two year paper 
|gives AFRA the right to reopen 
| contract the first of next year if cost 
of living has gone up 10% or more, 
and ask for a comparable increase 
|in wages. 

Meeting with Ray Jones, AFRA 
exec secretary, were representatives 
of the following stations: WIND, 
Ralph Atlass; WJJD, Art Harre; 
WAIT, Gene Dwyer; WGES, John 
Dwyer, WSBC, Bob Miller, 
Brad Eidmann of WAAF. 
was not at the conference but is ex- 
pected to go along with the new 
contract as it is owned by the Chi 
Federation of Labor. New contract 
will be retroactive from March 1 
'and pay raises are retroactive from 
Nov. 1, ‘46. 














N BC Lining Up Toscy 
| Standins for Summer 


| turo Toscanini on the NBC Sym- 


phony broadcasts has been lined up | 
who has | 


|by the net. Hans Lange, 
ieonducted the Chicago Symphony, 
lwill baton four of the Sunday con- 
leerts following Toscanini’s season 
closer next weekend (6). Succeed- 
‘ing four will be conducted by Hans 
' Schweiger, regular conductor of the 
Ft. Wayne (Ind.) Philharmonic. 
Frank Black is among those ho 
‘may be inked to wield baton on later 
Sundays of the dogday season. 


| switch on the picture last 
| September, 


| times for 


decreasing a bit in 
programs: are 


307, AFRA Hike 


‘than a year ago. Their ratings have 


with AFRA | 


Increase amounts to $20 week- | 
| originating from Detroit—the WXYZ 


} 


sick leave for staff members and va- | 
'3 to 3:30 p.m., started March 22 as 


| Blue Barron 
ithe husband of Dee Parker, Jimmy 


| 


and | 
WCEL | 
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ee J g 
Pessimistic rumors to the con- 
trary radio listenership is a 
pretty health condition this yea 


* 


With rating 
Audience surveys indicat 


figures generally up 


people ig to listen to 


tnan ever before, with listening par- 


ticularly 


strong right now 
rrend is a definite and encourag- 
ing sign, as well as a complete 


fall In 


whe: the season started, 


listening was down, spelling bad 
' 


programs and_ sponsors | 
ahead. Yet. in October ‘46, listening 
started to climb, to exceed the .mark | 


of October °45. Climb has been 
steady ever since, right through the 
manth of March. 


January 15 Hooper report, for in- 
stance, showed a listener percentage | 


of 34.6, for the highest listening 
mark ever recorded. There were 
more sets in use than at any time 
since Hooper _ started 


averages in. 1932. 
than during the 
rears. 


peak war listening 


Explanation for the Septembe 


who couldn't 
new slots or 
Also, some 
returning from 


confused 
favorite shows in 
and dialed out. 
were late in 
summer layoffs. 


had 
find 
nets, 


people, 


shows 


There 
sored 


were slightly fewer spon- 
programs on the networks 
this March than at the same time a 
year ago. There were nationally 131 
evening programs per week this 


SHIFT 10 
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FCC Probe—By 


_ + 


Elephant Trout 








CBS newscaster Bob Trout 
has a long memory. Last week 
when he read in VAriety that 


NBC and 
live 


Mutual aired “the first 
radio pickup of a Congres- 


sional committee hearing’ March 


21, he didn't See how it could be 
so, because he had aired a Sen- 
ate committee session for CBS 


in March, 1933. 


Just to be sure his memory 


served him, however, he picked 
up a phone and called Sen. 
Millard Tydings, who had con- 
ducted the committee hearing | 
in 1933. Ya, said the senator, it 
was true. Tydings even remem- 
bered that Trout used a broad- 
casting booth which had been 
left over from President Roose- 
velt’s first inauguration cere- 
monies a couple of weeks be- 
tore. 
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Averting Strike 


Kansas City, April 1. 


Signing of new wage agreements 


between American Federation of Ra- 
| dio Artists local and three radio sta- 


year, as against 138 last year. There | tions was completed last week. A 
were 66 sponsored daytime shows | fourth deal was being negotiated 
this March, as against 71 last year. | with KMBC, proceeding on an amica- 
Ratings, however, are higher this| ble basis, according to Don Roberts, 
year for both day and night pro-|exee secretary and spokesman for 


grams, with sets in use up consider- 
ably. 

are still No. 1 
programs are 
number. News 
fewer, because of de- 
interest. Mystery dramas, | 
are climbing like 
more on the air 


Variety programs 
in popularity. Quiz 


creasing 
however, 


with much now 


also increased. 


Phil Brestoff WXYZ 
Airer Brings Detroit | 
Originations to Five 


Detroit, April 1. 
Another network program is now 





Orchestra ,under direction of Phil 
Brestoff. Program, which is now 
being fed to the ABC net Saturdays 


part of a seven program lineup to 
replace ABC’s Met Opera. For his 
network feed, Brestoff reinforced 
his orch with Kirk Wood, former 
crooner. (Brestoff is 


Dorsey songstress.) 

The Brestoff orchestra feed brings | 
the total network pregram regu- 
larly emanating from Detroit to five. | 


Four of them are over ABC—‘The| for a_ five-day 


mad, |the three stations sets the standard 
|} announcer’s 
jabout a 


| ments 


AFRA, Signing of new contracts at 
KCAF, WDAF and WHB averted the 
strike which last week was threat- 
ened by an AFRA strike vote after | 
negotiations had been stymied 
earlier. 


The new wage scale in effect at 


pay 
15%, 


at $80 per 
increase over 


week, 
last 


year’s scale. The new contracts make | 


the scale uniform for all stations, 
where previous agreements called 
for a different scale at each station. | 
The contracts signed last week are 


; effective until March 1, °48, and are | 
| retroactive to March 1, ~47. 


The KMBC negotiations are pro- 
ceeding over a wage scale for talent 
in the station’s artist bureau. De- | 
tails of a new wage scale for an- 
nouncers more or less is already | 
worked out, according to Roberts. A | 
meeting between KMBC execs and | 
AFRA negotiators was scheduled for 
late Monday (31). If these meetings | 
should fail to jell, a_ strike still | 
could be called at KMBC under the 
strike vote recently taken, Roberts | 
said. 

For the first time 
been included in 
of the 


writers have 
the wage agree- | 
new contracts. | 
cipal station affected is KCKN, | 
where the writers standard wage | 
has been set at $60 per week and 
other provisions worked out calling | 
week and = special | 





Lone Ranger,” “The Green Hornet,” | consideration for overtime work. | 
“Sunday Evening Hour” and Phil| The KMBC negotiations also are ! 
Brestoff's WXYZ Orchestra. The’ dealing with provisions for writers. 
other is WWJ’s half-hour “Perco- | nn - 


lator Party” which is carried over 
part of the NBC net Saturday morn- 


ings. 


During the week the program | 


is known as the “Coffee Club” and | 


across the WWJ _ board. 


is carried 


' It's an audience participator. 


i The 


Brace of summer standins for Ar- | 


CBS (‘(WJR) and Mutual 
‘CKLW) affiliates in Detroit do not 
have any regular net programs, but 
feed occasional special 
their nets. 


LEHIGH VALLEY’S 1ST FM 
Allentown, Pa., April 1. 





| group, 


| 
| 
| 


| fight anti-labor legislation. 
events to ’ 


AFRA to Set Up Lobby 
For Anti-Labor Fight 


Hollywood, April 1. 

AFRA is moving to set up its own 
independent lobby in Washington to 
Step is 
first of its kind by any theatrical 
except for AFM activities 
within the overall pattern = of 
A. F. of L. political strategy. 

Radio guild also will have a high- 


WSAN-FY, first frequency modu- | powered eastern press rep to bol- 


lation radio brozdecasting station in 
the Lehigh Valley, has begun opera- 
tion. It will be on the air for the 
present from 3 to 9 p.m. It is owned 
by Lehigh Valley Broadcasting Co., 
vhich has been operated by WSAN 


‘for many years. 


| 
j 


ster public relations. Permanent 


| capitol lobby topper will be directed 
'by union brass. from the east, with 


visits by AFRA toppers to Washing- 
ton as well as radio personalities 
making pitches and appeals to gov- 
ernment bigwigs whenever needed 


ees pee ’ 
| Commission's 


i the 


P ON Hold Your Hats, Boys; Here’s Another 


Commerce Comm. 


Washington, April 1. 
FCC’s Blue Book and the Com- 
nission's concern with program 
practices appear to be the principal 


irget of a resolution to investigate 


the radio agency which was intro- 
duced here yesterday (31) by Rep. 
Charles A. Wolverton (R., N. J.), 
chairman of the House Interstate 


Commerce Committee. 


A corollary purpose of the resolu- 
tion, it was learned, was to probe 
the political activities of some Com- 


mission staffers and to determine 
whether politics colored _ station 
grants. 


Wolverton, in a brief statement on 


the House floor, said the investiga- 
tion was not proposed as a “witch 
hunt.” The Communications Act, he 
aid, has been on the books for 13 
vears and it 1s time to examine to 
vhat extent the Commission ad- 
ministering the act and carrying out 
the original intent of the congress 


Said he: “There has come to the 
committee considerable complaint on 
some of the policies now in effect 
and the procedures of the FCC for 


administering the act.” 
The House Interstate Commerce 
Committee, the Congressman con- 


cluded, had already made a start on 
the investigation by conferences with 
the Commission. The conference in 
question was a one-day executive 
hearing at which FCC members and 
department heads appeared and de- 
scribed their duties and problems. 
At the close of that session, both 
Wolverton and FCC chairman 
Charles Denny issued statements 
patting each other on the back and 
promising “cooperation” to the hilt. 

As a result, it had been anticipated 
that the first move toward investiga- 
tion would come from outside the 
radio committee, notably from Rep. 


Clarence Brown (R., Ohio), who was 


known to have drafted a probe reso- 
lution last fall and have entertained 
hope of heading a select committee 
to investigate the Commission. 

Several members of the House 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
Wolverton’s office said, believed an 
investigation was in order, One of 
these is Rep. Harris Ellsworth (R., 
Ore.), a radio broadcaster himself 
(licensee of KRNR, Roseburg, Ore.), 
who has publicly denounced the 
excursions into the 
program field, Ellsworth, who also 
publishes a paper back home, dis- 
likes the FCC’s “discriminating” 
against newspapers in radio. 


News of the _ resolution drew 


gloomy faces at FCC, which already 


is due for a heavy drubbing this 
month before the House Subcom- 
mittee on Appropriations for in- 
dependent offices. The Subcommit- 
tee is headed by Rep. Richard 
Wigglesworth (R., Mass.), who would 
like to halve the FCC budget if 
possible. 


French Still 
Can't Take It 


Paris, April 1. 
Becoming increasingly radio con- 





i scious, the Government has denied 


that Soviet insistence was behind 
its recent request that the U. S. 
should soon discontinue its Algiers 
relay station to beam information to 
Near East. It’s also taking a 
firm stand against radio shows which 
criticize the state. 

Aftermath of the government's 
suppression of the popular French 
radio show of coOmic-balladeer Max 
Regnier last month was Regnier’ 
‘suspension by order of Premier 
|Paul Ramadier. He later was re- 
instated only after all radio pro- 
ducers threatened to strike. Offend- 
‘ing program had ribbed the fad- 
ing gold reserves of the Bank of 
France. 

Government also has refused to 
permit the broadcasting of Gen. 
Charles de Gaulle’s speech at a 
patriotic provincial ceremony. It is 
monitoring the address and plans to 
air small portions at first while the 


rest will be withheld for eventual 


release later. 
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One-Camera Operation Through New 
Zoomar Lens May Be Video Boon 


New-type television camera lens* 
that will reputedly eliminate the | 
necessity for more than one camera 
in covering a sports event, by per- | 
mitting the scanning of a scene at | 
any focal length desired, is slated 
for demonstration to network top- 
pers and the press sometime next} 

*k. Lens was developed for the 
Jerry Fairbanks organization by Dr. | 
Frank G. Back, Austrian optical | 
physicist, and Fairbanks, who is} 
slated to arrive from the Coast next | 
Monday (7), will conduct the demon- | 
stration, 

Lens, trade-named the Zoomar, is | 
expected to increase the efficiency | 
and flexibility of video scanning | 
and was demonstrated” successfully | 
last week for engineers of two large | 
tele equipment manufacturers. It’s | 
designed now for the image orthicon 
camera tube, which makes it espe- | 
cially applicable for remote pickups. 
With a growing tendency to use i.0.’s | 
in studio work, however, the lens 
can be converted to studio operation | 
with no difficulty. Development for | 
its use in 35m filming is also in final 
stages now and completion of this 
work is expected to give commercial 
newsreels an added scope. 

Chief advantage of the Zoomar in 
the tele field, according to Fairbanks 
representatives, is that it makes 
possible an instantaneous change 
from a longshot to a closeup with 
merely a flick of the cameraman’s 
wrist. Any event, consequently, can 
be covered with just one camera as 
far as focal range is concerned, al- 
though more than a single camera 
will be necessary to give change cf 
angles. Cameraman covering a foot- 
ball game can change instantly from 
a longshot of the game to a closeup 
of the runner without having to cut 
from one camera to another in order 
to switch a turret around. 

Use of the lens in the studio is 
expected to eliminate the necessity 
for dolly shots and the resultant 
bulky cables that must follow the 

“camera in its present meanderings 
across the studio floor. In film work, 
Fairbanks is expected to use the 
Zoomar first in production of his 
“Popular Science,” “Speaking of An- 
imals” and “Unusual Occupations” 
shorts, which are released by Para- 
mount. 


FCC Pushes Back 
28-Hour Wk. Sked 


Washington, April 1. 

FCC last week pushed back to 
July 31 the effective date of its rule 
requiring all television licensees to 
program a full 26-hour week. This 
was the third time the FCC has ex- 
tended the rule in recognition of the 
fact that there are still too few video 
sets on the market to support full 
program schedules. 

An alternate proposal has been 
raised by the Television Broadcast- 
ers Assn. basing required hours of 
operation on the number of sets in 
a given city. Up to 25,000 sets, a 
station should be required to pro- 
gram only seven hours a week; from 
25,000 to 50,000, minimum of 14 
hours: from 50,000 to 75,000, 21 hours 
and anything over 75,000, the regular 
28-hour minimum schedule. 











Detroit’s First Tele 
Station Ends Tests 


Detroit, April 1. 
first television station, 
Detroit News), 


Detroit's 
WWDT ithe 


maxed three weeks of experimental | 


telecasting in the Motor City with | 
a special exhibit Thursday (27) in | 
the auditorium. Purpose of the spe- | 


cial demonstration was to convince | 


a selected group of agency and busi- | 
ness execs that workable television | 
had arrived. 

Both canned and live television 
were shown over about a dozen 
sets spotted throughout the audi- 


“commercials” 


the film. Quality of filming and 


sound for the demonstration Deal 


very acceptable, showing a marked 


improvement over the experimental | 


programs telecast the first week. | ‘$10,000,000 Gate 
| 


The telecasting of the first week 
was hampered by film distortion. 





cli- | 


$5 | Civic 
torium. Various forms’ of television | 


WT's Radio Ed 
Signs for Tele 


Harriet Van Horne, N.Y. World- 
Telegrzm radio editor, and James 
Beard, currently featured in the 
NBC tele show, “I Love to Eat,” 
have each been signed for a 15-min- 
ute segment of the General Foods’ 
8-9 p.m. slot Thursday nights on 
WNBT (NBC, N.Y.). Two shows tee 
off tomorrow (Thurs.) night, with 
“Juvenile Jury,” tele adaptation of 
the radio show currently aired over 
the Mutual net, bowing in for the 
other half-hour the same night. 
Miss Van Horne will fill the 8:30- 
8:45 slot in a format comprising in- 
formel interviews with celebs. Hat 
designer Sally Victor and radio 
sound effects man Donald Bain are 
slated to appear as her first guests. 
Beard will follow in the 8:45-9 stanza 
with the same format he’s carried 
on WNBT since the spring of 1946. 
Both shows will plug Birdseye Food 
through Young & Rubicam, with 
“Jury” pitching for Gaines Dog Food 
through Benton & Bowles. 

Bezrd’s show, incidentally, was 
formally bankrolled by Borden’s, 
whose account is also handled by 
Y&R. Switch of sponsors marks the 











first time an agency package has 
changed bankrollers on tele. 


RCA’s Large Screen Tele 
Show Only Experiment; 
No Commercial Plans Yet 


RCA’s demonstration of its large- 
screen all-electronic color televi- 
sion system before the Franklin In- 
stitute in Philadelphia April 30 will 
be strictly in the form of an experi- 
mental showing. Stunt is being 
conducted “by engineers and for 
engineers,” according to an RCA 
spokesman in N. Y., who emphasized 
the company has no immediate plans 
for commercializing the system in 
any way. 

Demonstration, utilizing the RCA 








HUGHES TO MAKE TELE 
PARTS IN PLANE PLANT 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Howard Hughes Aircraft Co. has 
gone into the manufacture of tele- 
vision and radio cabinets, with pro- 
duction line installed in 
here. 

Hughes, who withdrew from a tele- 
vision station plea last fall, will 
make cabinets for Stewart-Warner, 
Admiral and other firms. 


La Swanson in Video Bow 
In Her Easter Bonnet 





Gloria Swanson, vet screen star. | 
is slated to make here television | 
debut Sunday (6) as narrator for) WGH, 

; port News, is airing a weekly hali- 


CBS’ telecast of the Easter parade 
on Fifth avenue, N. Y. Miss Swan- 
son will describe the fashions picked 
up in the tele lenses for the entire 
hour that WCBS-TV, the web’s N. Y. 
tele outlet, is on the air. 

CBS cameras will be posted on 
Fifth avenue near St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 
t 12 noon. 


its plant | 


| Roundtable,” 
| the Newport News Junior Chamber 
| of Commerce, Saturdays, 7.15 p.m. 
| Station is also airing a weekly “this- 
| could-happen-to-your children” fea- 


simultaneous method of color video, 
| will be done on a screen measuring 
|7 x 10 feet under the supervision 
|of Dr. V. K. Zworykin, director of 
|electronics research for the RCA 
|labs. RCA spokesman recalled that 
| the company had demonstrated black 
and white video on an even larger 
screen at the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y., in 1940 but stressed that large- 
screen tele, in either monochrome or 
color, is still not developed suffi- 
ciently for commercial use. 

| While the Philly demonstration, 
| consequently, will prove of especial 
| interest to both the motion picture 
and tele industries because of the 
light it might throw on the feasi- 
bility of an early theatre television 
setup. any practical large-screen 





jtele system is still a thing of the | 


future. 





Norfolk—WGH, Norfolk and New- 


hour discussion program, “Jaycee 


in cooperation with 


ture, “Youth on Trial.” 


special features, is editor on latter. 
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Be. | 
LANNY ROSS 


Detroit Symphony Concert March | 
15th a sell-out. Mikado (Detroit | 
Opera Association) largest | 


' 


were displayed ON / Mikado in the United States. 


Management of 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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| mmm Continued from page 1 


Kilpatrick declared it would be en- 
tirely feasible to pipe telecasts of the 
events into theatres. Detailed plans 
have not been finalized but it’s pos- 
sible that the Garden might sét up 
its Own camera crews to handle the 
telecasts as well as its own booking 
office for sales, thereby eliminating 
entirely the work of present tele| 
broadcasters from the scene. 

Although Kilpatrick did not go/| 
into detail on the system, it’s be- 
lieved the theatres would be charged 
for the service on a percentage basis, 
; same as they pay for their top motion 
| picture entertainment. To make cer- 
tain that the boxoffice draw would 
|;not be dissipated by transmission to 
| home receivers, the event would be 
j}aired on a separate channel that 
couldn’t be picked up on home sets. 
To this end, it’s recalled that the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers 
has already petitioned the Federal 
Communications Commission to set 
aside a channel exclusively for 
theatre television. 

Even with transmission into homes 
of the top sports events, however, 
Gen. Kilpatrick expressed confidence 
that tele will bolster, not harm, the 
gate receipts of such events. He! 
likened tele’s impact on sports to| 
that of radio in the early days of AM | 
broadcasting, declaring that “I’m 
convinced the increased interest in 
boxing by women is due to radio 
broadcasting.” At one time, he re- 
called, the Garden wouldn't permit 
the broadcasting of top fights in the 
New York area under the impres- 
sion it would cut into the gate, but 
results proved.that to be a false 
belief. “Television will build up in- 
terest in the gates,” he said, “by 
taking sports into homes where 
people never before dreamed of see- 
ing an event in the flesh.” 

Tele set manufacturers, paradox- 
ically, are doing everything in their 
power to boost the advantages of 
staying at home in their advertising, 
and what effect such a course of 
action will have on gate receipts re- 
mains to be seen. Loeser’s depart- 
ment stores in Brooklyn and Long 
Island, for example, last week took 
large newspaper ads for DuMont 
sets, and copy read: “Your easy chair 
is a boxseat for good entertainment.” 

Ad copy didn’t miss a trick in 

















CBS Two-in-One Try: Turf Gabber 


To Feed Both 


Tele, Radio Airings 





Opening Tele Gun In 


Mt. Wilson Siege Booms 


Hollywood, April 1. 


From here on Mt. Wilson ought 
|to take on the appearance of the 
lscene depicting the Battle of Chick- 


|March 27 broke ground on San Ga- | 

briel Peak in the Wilson range for | the past but has ne 

Event was witnessed | ful 

| . Ve aka ; ; > « | , 

| by the press, taken up in jeeps = events covered that way 
is- 


its FM station 


picnic-fed via a _ helicopter 


patched with vittles. 


Move will probably precipitate a 
gross for any week played by the | mass run by others of the 19 pros- 
peetive FM operators and five re- 
television operators, all 
waiting for the spring thaw to come. 
Telephone company worked all win- 
ter getting its central building fin- 
ished, and Paramount and KFI al- 


maining 


ready have installations. 


Chicago Tele In 





Stymie Status 


Chicago, April 1. 


Video upbeat for Chicago remains 
stymied at present due to lack of 
equipment, space and unwillingness 


of major stations to put out the coin 
for operations. WBKB, B&K outlet, 
is the only active broadcaster, and 
from the looks of things will be 
alone in the field until 1948. 


Space situation is tight with 
WENR only station with any avail- 
able studios. WGN has plans for 
building an addition to house its 
studios, while WBBM is looking for 
near north side property to erect a 
location. WMAQ 
down real estate around the Loop. 
Delivery of new equipment looks 
dark before the first of the year, but 
WBBM and WGN have plans for re- 
mote control, especially on sports 
events, and some speaker spots. 

Cost of weekly stint for full- 
fledged video station runs about $5,- 
000 with majority of nets planning 


to hold off until] it gets more com- 
mercial. 


is also chasing 


Bill Eddy, boss of WBKB, 
feels that this fall will find the sta- 


CBS television will try out a new 
form of sports broadcasting via use 
of the same narration for both radig 
and video when it covers the open. 
ing of the Jamaica, N. Y., race 
track Saturday (5). Vodice of Joe 
Palmer, N. Y. Herald Tribune turt 
writer who'll do the narration for 
the CBS radio net, will be cut into 


the tele setup, with Palmer using 





amaugua, with the assault led by | either two separate mikes or one 
|station KMPC staking out its FM |mike with his voice picked up off 
site. G. A. Richards’ station ON” | the radio lines. 


Similar system has been tried in 
ver been success. 


since the boxing and football 


were not 
suited for joint narration Radio 
| coverage of such events, it’s pointed 


out, require a muliti-word, detailed 
description of what's going on, 
whereas video, with its visual angle 
for the viewers, permits the com- 
mentator to relax more and confine 
his narration to such things as iden. 
tification of the players and occa. 
sional bantering aside to the viewing 
audience. 
| CBS experiment will be the first 
time it’s‘used to cover a horse race 
j}and web toppers are confident it 
| will prove successful. They cite the 
fact that race lasts no longer than 
two minutes at the most, so that 
viewers won't have a chance to tire 
if the narrator uses too many words. 
In addition, they point out that 
Clem McCarthy utilizes a mile-a- 
minute pace in his coverage of turf 
events for the newsreels, which offer 
the same visual factor as television. 
Besides NBC and CBS, DuMont 
will also have its remote cameras 
at the tracks, marking the first time 
that a single event has been cov- 
ered by all three N. Y. video out- 
lets. DuMont and NBC are expect- 
ed to post their cameras atop the 
grandstand for an overall view of 
the race, but CBS will also have a 
camera stationed at the paddock to 
give viewers a better sight of the 
horses and jockeys coming onto the 
track. 








Radio Writers Set 3-Net 
Tele Panel-for Work Shop 


A three-net panel of video experts 
has been lined up for a Radio 
Writers’ Guild workshop session on 
“Writing for Television—the Present 
Market and Future Possibilities” 
next Wednesday night (9) at Mids- 
ton House, N. Y. 


tion in black ink with sponsors final- 





pitching for sales on the thesis that 
people could see all the top events | 
by staying at home. “You could have | 
seen that riotous hockey match be- | 


a week ago if the DuMont Clifton 
had been in your home,” the ads 
read. “You could have seen the 
thrilling James Mason movie, too, | 
without paying admission or finding | 
a parking place. Like streamlined, | 





|modern variety shows? Would you | 
|like to have seen the Sportsman's | 
| Show, the Aviation Show 

having left your home? All these 
and a world more of diversified en- | 
tertainment is yours to enjoy—right | 
;at home—with DuMont’s superb 
Teleset.” 


| 
} 


receipts, this is it. Whether it will 
‘hurt the gate when tele sets become | 
as numerous as radio sets in the 
nation’s homes remains a moot point. 





J. Harrison Hartley has resigned 
as director of news and special fea- 
tures of NBC television to sign on 
with WEWS (Scripps-Howard, 





Joe F.)| Cleveland), expected to be the first|crews overtim 
Pickup is slated to start | Carlson, WGH director of news and | station on the air in the Cleveland | station 


} district. 


tween the Canadians and Rangers | 


labout a month. 


ly covering cost of operation. 


Set Production Boost 
Plus Baseball Airings 





Gives Tele Right Break 


Television, heretofore confronted 
with probably more bad luck than 
any other entertainment industry, is 
finally starting to get the breaks in 
the right direction. Latest instance 
comes in the fact that the expected 
boost in production of home re- 
ceivers following the recent FCC 
decision on color video coincides 
almost exactly with the start of the 
major league baseball season, 
thereby giving retailers the long- 
sought-for daytime programming to 
demonstrate their sets to potential 
buyers. 

Lack of daytime shows has been 
the biggest thorn in the sides of 
retailers until now, with only spor- 
adic test patterns of the broadcasters 
available to storeowners during their 
store hours. Retailers had put up 
such a squawk about this that the 
exclusive N. Y. distributor for one 


of the largest set manufacturers is | 
jreported to have told the factory 


heads that unless daytime shows 
were provided, he would refuse to 


without | handle their merchandise any longer. 


is a thing of 
past—at least for the duration | 


All that now, however. 
the 
of the baseball season. 

With the three N. Y. broadcasters 
handling home games of all three 


sets almost every 
afternoon. This will be the first time 
such programming has been avail- 
able, except for sporadic special 
events, since last year, when WNBT 


| (NBC, N. Y.) ran a matinee show for 


the benefit of housewives. Failure to 
line up any sponsors for the show, 
coupled with the extremely heavy 
cost In paying engineers and camera 


e wages, forced the 
to cancel 


Edmund Rice, RWG member and 
staff writer in the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency’s radio and tele dept, 
will be chairman. Guest participants 
will be Ben Feiner, CBS television 
program director; Harvey Marlewe, 
ABC television exec producer, and 
Warren Wade, exec producer of 
NBC television. 


Athletes’ Tele Pay 


Continued from page 1 





charges, and are successful in their 
demands, it’s expected to open the 
way for athletes in all branches of 
sports to get a cut of radio and 
television money. 

Since the promoters and ballclub 
owners will be naturally reluctant 
to give up any of their share of the 
proceeds to the athletes, the net re- 
sult is expected to be an upping of 
the cost to broadcasters for radio 
and tele rights. Big league ball 
players today cut in on the profits 
from radio rights to the World 
Series, but get no share of the dough 
from run-of-the-season games. 

Change in trunks, which wasn't 
supposed to become effective until 
May 1, was tried out experimentally 
in the Marcel Cerdan-Harold Green 
fight at Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y. 
last Friday (28) night. Cerdan wore 
white trunks with black piping along 
the sides and Green wore the op- 
posite color. Viewers were almost 
unanimous in declaring the change 
offered much better visibility, as far 


Peal se in eae 
As several N. Y. theatreowners!N. Y. teams, retailers will be assured | — ati ee 


have pointed out, if ever any copy |of at least one ball game : 
was designed to cut into boxoffice | demonstration , on ‘thew 


cerned, 

NBC spokesmen, to prove they 
had no part in the Commission’s 
ruling, pointed out they would not 
have suggested white trunks for the 
change, since white has a tendency 
to flare on a tele screen, which 
causes a slight blurring on the out- 
side. Burke Crotty, head of remote 
operations for NBC tele, subse- 
quently sugested a further change 
to the Commission, so that one of 
the boxers in the main event at the 





the show after|Garden Friday (4) night will wear 


red trunks, instead of the white. 
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If you want a large, loyal audience 


gee on the Pacific Coast... 


then you want the network that gets good ratings morn- 



























ing, noon and night! ABC Pacific not only has big night- 
: time shows, it’s also FIRST on the West Coast in the 
, . ° . 

, morning... tied for second all day long! 

| 





and if you want efficient coverage 


In eleven Metropolitan Districts on the Pacific Coast are 
70.5% of population 73.5% of radio homes 
72.6% of retail sales* 77.6% of Effective Buying Income* 


ABC Pacific’s 21 strategically located stations cover these 





er FV eS 
oe * 


and eight other metropolitan markets /rom within. They 


, also blanket the surrounding ouside markets. In all, they 
| reach (primary areas): ° 


94.6% of the Coast daytime listeners 
, 92.5% of the nighttime listeners 


. And no other network gets better coverage! 


*Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, May 10, 1946 


at low cost 


ABC Pacific costs less than any other Pacific Coast network! 
| One half hour evenis.;* 2972.00 


Quarter-hour daytime strip (5 times per week) $280.00 
(per broadcast) 


your BEST BUY is ABC PACIFIC! 














SPOT SALES DIVISION 
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| American Broadcasting Ciompany F 

| —— SHICAG SAN FRANCISCO * LOS ANGELES DETROW ' ; 
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Chicago advertiser 


not yet.on the: air 











+ 
Some advertiser in the Chicago market is about to snap up the 
participation now available on WBBM’s “Housewives’ Protective 
League-Sunrise Salute” combination. 

Perhaps you are this advertiser. If so: 

...Your.sales story will be heard every week by one out of every 
four radio families throughout the country’s second biggest market !* 

...You'll be reaching more listeners than are delivered in a week's 
time by almost any other program—network and non-network, day 
and night—on any Chicago station!* 

... And thirteen weeks from now odds are better than even that 
you will renew your contract. (More than 50 of the 95 advertisers 
who have been on the program ‘since the initial broadcast in 
August 1942 signed up for second three-month runs!) In fact, 
if the law of averages means anything, you'll be a sponsor for 
54 weeks! 

Your HPL-SS sales messages are sure to get attention. Ad- 
libbed into the program, they will be given the kind of honest 
recommendation that one friend gives another. And your com- 


_mercials will get action. Listeners will know your product has 


been submitted to a rigid consumer test...endorsed by a house- 
wives’ panel, 3,000 strong...and awarded the HPL stamp of 
approval. 

Three days a week, these effective sales messages of yours 
will be heard on “The Housewives’ Protective League” (4:00 to 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 1:00 to 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday). On the other three days your wares will be sold on 
“Sunrise Salute,” broadcast from 6:00 to 6:55 a.m., Monday 
through Saturday. Both shows are emceed by Paul Gibson—a 
past master at talking about everything from a Hindu recipe for 
soup to a convincing story about your product. 

Are you this advertiser ? 

You can be. 


Just call WBBM or Radio Sales —today. 


*CBS-WBRBM Listener Diary conducted throughout the 71 counties in WBBM's Primary 
Day-Night Listening Area (7th Series). 


Chicago’s Showmanship cumion WO B +3 M 


Columbia Owned - 50,000 watts, 780 ke. 














Air Features Gave 


65 Ex-Gls Chance 


In 46 As 855 Hopefuls Were Heard 





Babbitt Takes Over P.A. 
Chores at Philly’s WPEN 


Philadelphia, April 1. 

Gil Babbitt, special features direc- 
tor of WPEN, has taken over the 
publicity chore at that _ Station, 
operated by the Philly Evening Bul- 
letin. He replaces Claire McMullan, 
!who joins WFIL, 
| Babbitt at one time held the 
| publicity post of WPEN when it was 
operated by Arde Bulova. He 
handled publicity for Dave Elman's 
“Hobby Lobby” and also held down 
» similar job at WCAU here He 
will handle his special events job 
} in addition to his new assignment. 

Also joining the WPEN publicity 
department is Howard (Hank) Ed- 
| wards, formerly of the script de- 
| partment. * 


| ——* 3 


RWG Strike Plan 


Showdown Die 


Showdown comes next week on 
whether Radio Writers Guild rank- 
and-file will back up their leaders 
and go for a walkout on the four 
major networks. Strike polls will be 
taken in RWG regional meetings 
Monday (7) in New York and Holly- 
wood, and the following night in 
| Chicago. Actual walkout, if ap- 











| proved, is expected to be set for | 


jlate April, although Guild strate- 
| gists decline to confirm this. 

| RWG strategy committee and east- 
ern regional council, anticipating a 
united go-ahead from the member- 
ship, met jointly Thursday (27) to 
|map action. A monitoring commit- 
tee headed by Sheldon Clark was 
appointed to check all net broad- 
casts after the strike, if called, is 
started, to report what scripts are 
being used, who’s’ writing them, etc. 


Joseph Ruscoll, Priscilla Kent, Mil- 
ton Kramer and Julian Funt. 

Meantime, in Chicago, Roy Lang- 
ham, RWG national exec secretary, 
predicted refusal of fhe nets to rec- 
ognize the Guild as bargaining agent 
for more than 1,500 writers would 
result in latter’s all-out support of 
the strike plan. Langham, who was 
in Chi to address the Radio Direc- 
tors Guild’s first national conclave, 
also claimed RWG was assured of 
radio-wide union support, with 
backing in allied fields such as stage 
and screen also promised. 

Van Myers, legal counsel for the 
Chi council of RWG, advised the 
group that it has legal rights that 
would enjoin the broadcasters from | 
re-airing material without permis- 
sion of the authors. 

Most Critical Session 

Eastern regional’s Monday session 
in N. Y. will be the most critical in 
its 10-year history. More than 500 
of the nearly 1,000 members are ex- 
pected to show up at the ballroom in 
Beekman Towers at 8 p.m. Proxies 





Committee includes Dave Driscoll, | 


+ Air Features general audition SYa 
tem, in operation for its eighth con. 
| secutive year in N.Y., proved to be 
a payoff mill for talent once again 
in 1946, according to statistics Tee 
leased by Frank and Anne Hume 
mert, 
Tabulatiogs for the year indicate 
that out of 855 persons heard in 84 
|audition sessions, 185 persons werg 
| found satisfactory on the first try, 
with 28 making good on the second 
try. A total of 94 people were used 
for the first time and of this num- 
ber, 39 were ex-servicemen. In all, 
65 ex-servicemen worked on Air 
Features during 1946. And 225 ae. 
tors who had already worked for Air 


} 





Features were used by 
tors for the first time 

AF’s office also reports that it set 
up. auditions for 290 persons who 
didn’t show up, with no reason given 
|for their ducking out. Interviews 
|were also given to 620 thespians in 
11946 to discuss their various prob- 
lems. 


lirec. 





St. Louis—KXOK, owned and Op- 


erated by the St. Louis Star-Times, 
and the local ABC outlet, began op 
erating its FM _ broadcasting last 
Wednesday (26). The station will 


broadcast FM programs six hours 
daily. 
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PACKAGE DRUG 
ACCOUNTS 


» ee ee + » to join the 
growing group of 
Successful WAAT 
packaged drug advertis 
ers— 


Successful in cash reg: 





are being prepared for members | 
who can’t attend so they can cast 
their votes A two-thirds majority 
vote will be required to authorize 
the strike. Peter Lyon, regional 
prez, will preside. Call for the walk- 
out will be sounded by Robert New- 
man as chairman of the national | 
strategy committee. 

Guild claims it can really throw | 
the books into web schedules if | 
strike is called, pointing out that | 
90°, of all net shows are written by | 
RWG members. Guild roster has | 
, Some staff writers in net newsrooms, 
dramatic and continuity depart- | 
ments, but the great majority are 
, freelancers. Most of them, RWG Says, 
|“are forced, by estaklished inequities 
|of the broadcasting industry, to 
work without contracts and with no 
literary rights to the radio material 
they produce. Basically, this is the 
condition the,Guild seeks to change 
by negotiatidn with the major net- 
works.” 

Some RWG members earn $75,000 
yearly or more, it’s admitted, but 
| “some 50% of the guild's members 
(earn less than $2,000 a year from 
| radio.” 

Chief demands of the RWG are; 
| Guild shops for writers; licensing 
| but not the sale of literary material; 
abolition of the “pernicious and in- 
famous” release form forced upon 
writers by the networks and agen- 
| cies, and establishment of fair and 


equitable minimum conditions for 
radio writers, 








ister results— 


Successful because 
they know that— 


WAAT DELIVERS 
MORE LISTENERS 
PER DOLLAR IN 
NORTH JERSEY 
AND NEW YORK 
CITY THAN ANY 
OTHER STATION 
...INCLUDING ALL 
50,000 WATTERS. 


station 


New Papen .< | 
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NEWARK NEW JERSEY 
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GOODMAN ACE—CBS W riter-Producer 
ARTHUR ALSBERG—Dennis Day 

BOB ARTHUR—Mysterious Traveler 

IRV ASHKENAZY—Freelance 

HARRY BAILEY—Fred Allen 

ERIK BARNOUW—Theaire Guild, Cavalcade 
ALF BESTER—Harvest of Stars, Nick Carter 
PEGGY BLAKE—Rose of My Dreams 

TRUE BOARDMAN—Freelance 

VIN BOGERT—Duffy’s Tavern 

JACK BRECHER—Life of Riley 

ABE BURROW S—Joan Davis 

ELAINE S. CARRINGTON—Pepper Young’s 


Family, Rosemary, When a Girl Marries 


1 CHET CASTELLAW—Bob Hope 


BOB CENEDELLA—Radio Readers Digest, 
Theatre Guild 


HECTOR CHEVIGNY—The Coke Club 
DICK CHEVILLAT—Jack Haley 
NORMAN CORWIN—One World Flight 
MARVIN DAVID—Studs Terkel Show 
SELMA DIAMOND—Kenny Baker 








BILL DOEMLING—Kenny Baker 

SID DORFMAN—Joan Davis 

DAVE DRISCOLL—Young Doctor Malone 
BOB DWAN—People Are Funny 

MAX EHRLICH—Freelance 

IRVING ELINSON—Eddie Cantor 
JEROME EPSTEIN—Freelance 
MATHILD FERRO—Lorenszo Jones 
TED FERRO—Lorenzo Jones 
JACQUES FINKE—F.B.I. in Peace and War 
HERB FINN—Duffy’s Tavern 

BOB FISHER—Amos ’n’ Andy 

FRED FOX—Bob Hope 

PAUL FRANKLIN—Freelance 

BEN FREEDMAN—Red Skelton 

BILL FREEDMAN—Duffy’s Tavern 
MORRIS FREEDMAN—Du ffy’s Tavern 
JULIAN FUNT—Big Sister 

HERB FUTRAN—W oman in W hite 
FRANK GALEN—Dennis Day 

MILT GEIGER—Freelance 

LARRY GELBART—Joan Davis 





Eastern Region 


| poizes Son Street, New York City 


BEN GERSHMAN—Oazzie and Harriet 
WILL GLICKMAN—Hildegarde, Vaughn 


Monroe 
HAL GOODMAN—Bob Hope 
STUART HAWKINS—Freelance 
PAUL HENNING—Burns and Allen 
NAT HIKEN—Fred Allen, Milton Berle 
PAULINE HOPKINS—Let George Do It 
CHARLES ISAACS—Bob Burns 
AL JOHANSEN—Duffy’s Tavern 
MILTON JOSEFSBERG—Jack Benny 
HAL KANTER—Amos ’n’ Andy 
WELBOURN KELLEY—Freelance 
PRISCILLA KENT—Cavalcade 
LAWRENCE KLEE—Fat Man, The Clock 
DAVE KOGAN—Mysterious Traveler 
HARRY KRONMAN—Screen Guild Show, 
Dick Haymes 
HANK LADD—Judy Canova 
PHIL LESLIE—Fibber McGee and Molly 
MILT LEWIS—Thin Man, Inner Sanctum 
MORT LEWIS—Freelance 
ALAN LIPSCOTT—Lijfe of Riley 
PETER LYON—Freelance 
LARRY MARKS—Dick Haymes 
ARNOLD MARQUIS—Freelance 
VIC McLOED—Freelance 
LEON MEADOW—Molle Mystery 
MILTON MERLIN—Freelance 
SANDRA MICHAEL—Lone Journey 
SAM MOORE—Creat Gildersleeve 
HENRY MORGAN—Henry Morgan 
BILL MORROW—Bing Crosby 
JOHN F. MURRAY—Red Skelton 
BOB NEWMAN—Murder at Midnight 
WALTER NEWMAN—Joan Davis 
JESS OPPENHEIMER—Fanny Brice 
LOU PELLETIER—F.B.I. in Peace and War 
SAM PERRIN—Jack Benny 
HENRY POSNER—Life of Riley 
RUPERT PRAY—Oszzie and Harriet 
DON QUINN—Fibber McGee and Molly 
JOHN RAPP—Eddie Cantor 
PHIL RAPP—Ameche-Lang ford 
BOB RICHARDS—Suspense 





Midwestern Region 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago, Il. 


yj iD believe writers are important to the 


radio industry... we believe the Radio Writers Guild 
is important to writers ...we are members of the 


Guild and WE SUPPORT ITS PROGRAM 100%... 


JACK ROBINSON—Freelance 

SI ROSE—Bob Hope 

BOB ROSS—Amos ’n’ Andy 

NORMAN ROSTEN—Telephone Hour 
AARON RUBEN—Milton Berle 

JOE RUSCOLL—Molle Mystery 

TERRY RYAN—Fred Allen 

SOL SAKS—Ozzie and Harriet 

AL SCHW ARTZ—Alan Young 

DAVE SCHWARTZ—Eddie Cantor 
SHERWOOD SCHWARTZ—Alan Young 
LOU SCOFIELD—Captain Midnight 
ASHMEAD SCOTT—Freelance 

ADELE SEYMOUR—Light of the World 
BOB SHAW—Mr. District Attorney 
BOB SHAYON—CBS Writer-Producer 
REUBEN SHIP—Life of Riley 

RAY SINGER—Haley-Arden 

ALLEN SLOANE—The Big Story 

BOB SLOANE—Radio Readers Digest, 


Inner Sanctum 
ARTHUR STANDER—Bob Burns 
JACK STANLEY—People Are Funny 
SHELDON STARK—Listening Post 
JOE STEIN—Henry Morgan, Hildegarde 
CHARLES STEWART—Dennis Day 
TOM TAGGART—Tennessee Jed 
HOWARD TEICHMANN—Road of Life 
STUDS TERKEL—Studs Terkel Show 


ELIZABETH TODD—Lora Lawton, Young 
Widder Brown 


NORMAN TOKAR—Aldrich Family 

ORIN TOVROV—Ma Perkins 

CHARLES VANDA—Goodman-Borge 

LOU VITTES—Mystery of the Week 

EUGENE WANG—Editor-The Falcon, Murder 
and Mr. Malone, Quick as a Flash 

KEN WEBB—Editor-Cavalcade 

BOB WEISKOPF—Fred Allen 

PAUL WEST—Ozzie and Harriet 

JOHN WHEDON—Great Cildersleeve - 

MORT WISHENGRAD—Eternal Light 

JACK WRAY—Dick Tracy 

MAURICE ZIMM—Freelance 


THESE WRI TERS are a few of the Guild’s 


1,500 active paid-up members. The writers of at least 85 per 
cent of the network programs originating in New York, 
Chicago and Hollywood are members of the Guild. 


ADIO WRITERS GUILD 


OF THE AUTHORS LEAGUE OF AMERICA, INC. 


Western Region 
1655 N. Cherokee, Hollywood, Calif. 
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MYA Co-Produces 


We" 






WEDNESDAY 
10:00 P.M., N.B.C. 


“CRIME CASES 
(2D of WARDEN LAWES 


Tuesday, 8:00 P.M., Mutual 


CLIPPER CRAFT CLOTHES 
* 


SH’ > oa 
“QUICK AS A FLASH” 7 
Sunday. 5:30 P.M.. Mutual 


HELBROS WATCH COMPANY {ve 
; e - 


“HEY TAXI” 


Starring BILLY GILBERT, star of stage and screen, in 
half hour comedy Situation Show. ; 


“MORN KOBBLERS | 
KORNIVAL” 


Starring the KORN KOBBLERS, those zanny musicians, in § 
a holf hour comedy variety show. 





Produces 








Just 
Auditioned 
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> BERNARD J. PROCKTER, President | 


250. West 57th Street, New York Circle 6-4091 








Inside Stuf—Radio 


circles are exhibiting confusion over the Commission for 
Phas the Press report and the book on. “American Radio” by its oe 
member, Llewelyn White. Even some top network execs were found this 
week to be under the impression that White made the commission's full 
report, that the book on radio and the commission report are one ang the 
same, etc. Facts are the CFP report, ‘published as a supplement to the 
April issue of Fortune, covers all mass communication media; White's 
report, just off the presses of the Univ. of Chicago, is a book-length sup. 
plement to the commission’s findings growing out of his investigation of 
broadcasting for the CFP. 

Neither the report nor the book, however, is causing any deep rumbling 
in the trade. “It’s old stuff and the industry is getting a little tired of it,” 
said one net exec. “All it amounts to,” another said, “is that White, who 
| ever he is, would have us go back to Hoover's day and renounce all oa. 

vertising. That, of course, means just one thing—an American BBC, 
| and I don’t think we want that.” 





CBS this week was putting its customary dash and push into prepping 
of a special net offering—this time a solid hour's airing of the Passion 
| Play, “The Son of Man,” scheduled for Easter Sunday (6) at 1:30 pm. A 
brochure, calling attention of affiliates, religious leaders and radio editors 
| to the broadcast, has a cover reproduction of Piero della Franesca’s paint. 
ing of the Savior. Book briefly outlines background of the Passion Play, 
| written by Archibald MacLeish, and contains a kit of promotion aids. 
Guy della-Cioppa, assistant to CBS board chairman William S. Paley, is 
| producing the play, for which MacLeish is integrating passages from the 
| Bible with Bach’s traditional music. Rehearsal complications have had 
| della-Cioppa busier than a one-armed paperhanger. Because of heavy pre. 
| Easter demands on the 30 members of the Columbia Chorale for church 
| and radio appearances, he had the chorus rehearsing from 2-4 p.m, Mon. 
| day (31), and from 7-9 p.m. last night (1). Alexander Semmler will work 
out the 35-piece orch for the show today (Wed.) from 4-6 p.m. Tomor. 
| row the play cast rehearses between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.; the chorus from 
| 2-4. Marathon prepping really hits its peak Friday with chorus skedded 
| to work out 3-7 p.m., cast 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3:30-7 p.m., and the orch 
}10 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m. Saturday the chorus goes at it again, 11 am. 
noon. Whole crew has a dress run-through before air time Sunday. Put. 
ting a 60-minute play on the air is as simple as that. 


American mag's May issue devotes a full-page layout to Dr. Alfred 
Dorf, 72-year-old pastor emeritus of Our Saviour Danish Evangelist 
Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., who is pictured studiously scanning a 
copy of Variety. Captioned from “Sermons to Soap Opera,” piece describes 
the circumstances of Dr. Dorf’s entry into soapers. He’s currently handling 
the role of Dr. Alfred Mortensen in “Long Journey” and made his debut 
several years ago in a similar part in “Against the-Storm.” Scripter 
Sandra Michael saw the advantages of a real minister and captured him 
for “Storm” through virtue of being a one-time roommate of his daughter, 


It was station KRUX, Glendale, Ariz., rather than Sun Country (KPSC 
and KPSC-FM, Phoenix), which nixed pre-season airings by KARV, Mesa, 
of N: Y. Giants vs. Cleveland Indians games from Phoenix Muny Stadium. 
Sportscasters Steve Ellis and Frankie Frisch offered broadcasts to Sun's 
prexy, J. R. Heath, latter informs Variery. His stations are not yet on 
air, but he felt games were of great public interest and suggested they 
be offered to KARV. Mesa station aired first game March 10 with Ellis, 
Frisch and Sun's program manager Dick Gilbert doing gratis gabbing. 
John McPhee, KARV manager, was forced to cancel second game broad- 
cast March 14, however, when Murray Brophy of KRUX (which was not 
on air) threateried action on ground KRUX had exclusive rights to Phoenix 
Muny Stadium events. 


Dr 











| e cast Sunday at 8:30 p.m. EST, while 
| Philip Morris Baker will hit the air five times 


weekly at 4:30 p.m. EST. Both 
Continued from page 29 
afternooner sponsored by the Na- 


shows are sustainers. 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters. 
“Double” ducks out this weekend 
(6), while the fire underwriters’ 
Stanza is slated for an exit three 
weeks hence. Shows are both $3,000 
packages. 

There’s a chance of Pharmaco 
picking up the tab for a nev show. 
The agency, Ruthrauff & Ryan, is 
reported shopping for a substitute 
with a cheaper tag. Nothing definite 
yet, though. 

Meantime, MBS execs are dog- 
gedly wooing potential sponsors for 
such items as a new Major Bowes- 
type amateur hour, on which a disk 
has been cut ‘or showcasing. Next | 
Tuesday (8) the web will audition | 
a new John J. Anthony package | 
called “Opportunity Hour.” Format 
































is along lines of earlier Anthony | « YA'” 
stints in which he advises people | HIRES TO 
on their personal problems. Audi- | FOR SECOND YEAR 


tion disk ‘will be cut. It’s under- 
stood, however, that while Mutual is 
sponsoring: the initial showcasing, 
the package might wind up on either | 
ABC or Mutual. 

Number of new Mutual shows are 
being prepped for airing following 
the return from the Coast of Walter 
Lurie, MBS executive producer. 
First to hit the ether will be an ad- 


CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 



















venture series, “Johnny Madero, f 

Pier 23,” packaged by Ken Dolan. | ij 

It'll preem April 23 in the Wednes-| ; orcester leads the rade 
day 8:30-9 p.m. period. ~ = 


The show stars Jack Webb in title 
role. Webb, heard up to now only | 
on a Coast program, takes the role | 
of a young. boatbuilder on San | 
Francisco’s waterfront who runs 


into one half-hour adventure after 
another. 


MUTUAL NET GRABS TWO. 
CHI ORIGINATED SHOWS 


Chieago, April 1. - | 

Mutual network picks up two Chi | 
originated shows this week. One is 
Dick “Two Ton” Baker, singer and 
piano player, and the other a musi-’ 
eal, “Voices of the Strings,” featur- 
ing Robert Trendler as conductor. 
Baker has a quarter-hour program 


in department store sales in- 
crease over Boston, Spring- 
‘and Providence. 








— — 


STAFF WRITER - EDITOR 
Seeks new berth.. Proven ability, toP 
network credits. Write, edit mysteries, 
melodrama, documentaries, news: No 
spec. Box 1670, Variety, 154 W»46t 























i". “Strings” is half-hour pitch. 


: h ¥ 19, WN. Y. x 
Musical half-hour will be broad- a ee Se 
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Westinghouse Nixes WLIB’s Bid 
For Operation on Same Channel 


Washington, April 1. 

Westinghouse Radio Stations re- 
jected Jast, Friday (28) a plan of- 
fered by Dorothy Thackrey, licensee 
of WLIB, N. Y., under which West- 
jnghouse’s wowod, Ft. Wayne, Ind., 
could hike its power to 50 kilowatts 
and WLIB could operate nighttime 
on the same channel. 

It was speculated, however, that 
as a result of hearing here last week, 
FCC may authorize WLIB to stay on 
the ether at night and give WOWO 
the option of getting the 50kw top 


power but directing its signals west- 
ward rather than toward New York. 

Three-day hearing was climaxed 
by appearance under subpoena of 
Gwilym Price, president of Westing- 


,’ 
vr 











house Electric Corp., parent com- | 


pany of Westinghouse’s five pionee1 
stations. Westinghouse men _  ob- 
jected to Mrs. Thackrey’s proposal 
because it would cut WOWQ'’s pro- 
posed coverage in Indiana and Ohio 


where the company had built up 
“considerable goodwill.” Cohn & 
Marks, counsel for Mrs, Thackrey, 


prought out that Westinghouse is re- 
questing 50 kw for KEX, Portland, on 
the same channel and unless WLIB 


is given nighttime hours would vir- | 


tually own the 1190 ke wavelength 

Westinghouse, om the other hand, 
paraded its “coonskin cap” in radio 
as licensee of the first station in the 
country, KDKA, Pittsburgh, and a 
pioneer in FM and television and 
the inventor of stratovision or air- 
borne television. Counsel was Clair 
Stout of Dow, Lohnes & Albertson. 

Mrs. Thackrey had testified she 
needed nighttime operation to re- 
coup the $100,000 to $300,000 a year 
she has been losing on WLIB. In 
addition she said her program pro- 
posals for nighttime operations were 
unique in the New York area. 


KOOL TAKES PHOENIX 





AIR AS MBS OUTLET: 


Phoenix, April 1, 
Latest entry in local radio sweep- | 
stakes, KOOL, will take to air June | 
15 as 5000-watter and Mutual outlet. | 


4 e ; 3 , } | 
Outfit, operated by a Seattle syndi- | 
cate, will get under way with Dick 
Goebe! : feneral manager and 

i am L U 
Vern Sawyer as prorra! lirecto 
Latter occupied Similar position for 
eight years with KMO, Tacoma. 

Studios wil located on base- 
ment floor of Adams h te steirs 
aisO serving as site for KPHO. ABC 
affiliate, on second floor. Not know n 
however, whether KOOL is coming 


in On same setup as KPHO, which 
occupies premises on free rental 


deal in exchange for air plugs. 
Addition of KOOL to local radio 
ranks rounds out network cycle 


here, with NBC and CBS being rep- 
resented by KTAR and KOY, re- 


spectively, 


AFM Now Turns to Coast 
Indies for Pay Hikes 


Hollywood, April 1. 

American Federation 
has nailed the net- 
again, locaHy, it is after the 
independent stations for wage hikes. 
KMPC, newly granted 50,000 watts, ; 
is number one on the list and the 





Now that the 
of Musicians 


works 


asked ante is 18%, plus 15% for com- 


mercial fees, 
Station has a small staff crew. But | 
the numbers will probably be hiked 


CBS NAMES KENNETT 
TO RADIO SALES POST 


Radio Sales, spot broadcasting di- 
vision of CBS, has borrowed an idea 
from the net’s commercial program 
setup and is creating a post of di- 
rector of commercial program 
development similar to the one 
handled by Hershel Williams for 
web operations. The new job goes 
to Robert Kennett, manager for the 
past four years of CBS program re- 
lations, 

Kennett, who takes over his new 


assignment May 5 following a 
month’s vacation in the south, will 
act as liaison with Radio Sales- 
represented stations DULliaInNg 
commercial programs to fit specific 
saies neeas. it was Kennett, a 
former program manager of WLW, 
Cincinnati, and WHAS, Louisville. 
Vno instituted CBS’ annual pro- 
gra managers clinic Until re 
cently his duties also included su- 
pervision of cO-op programs. Latter 
jare now under a new division 


headed by Ralph Hatcher. 


McClendon Exhibs Inch 
Further Into Radio 


Washington, April 1. 


Another pix-exhibitor edged fur- 
ther into radio last Friday (28) 
vhen the FCC handed a permit to 
Barton R. McClendon and sor Gor- 
don, fo1 new station in Oak Cliff 
Tex. 


The McClendons own the Tri-State 
Theatres Corp. and radio station 
KNET, Palestine, Tex, Grant in. Oak 
Cliff one kw power 
the wavelength. 


was to use 


1,190 ke 


on 


KDKA Maestro’s Spill 
Pittsburgh, April 1. 
Bernie Armstrong, organist-mae- 
stro and musical direetor of KDKA 





| covering 


Dramats on Key Industry Questions 
To Highlight CCNY Conference 


7’ 





IDAHO GOV. VETOES 


FREEDOM OF AIR BILL’ 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Bill exempting radio stations from 
lmbility for slander has been vetoed 
in Idaho by Gov, C. A. Robins, The 
legislature passed the measure but 
the chief executive nixed it the 
grounds that stations had an oppor- 
remarks 


on 


; ~ £ , oar 
edit defamatory 


bill 


' itu 
tunity 


A similar 


to 


however, recently 


cleared Colorado’s solons and was 
enacted into law. 

Exempting bill would have made 
stations not responsible for the 
cracks of politicians or others in- 
volved in controversial issues, Its 


aim was to afford more certain pro- 
tection to the FCC regulation that 
prohibits station censoring of politi- 
cal broadcasts, a standing “out.” Ac- 
cording to the FCC regulations, sta- 
tions may accept or reject all politi- 
cal broadcasts but they cannot dis- 
criminate. 





Radio To Feature New 


U. of N. Carolina Center 


Raleigh, April 1. 

Plans for the Univ. of North 
Carolina’s new communication cen- 
ter, including statewide broadcasts 
many educational topics, 
have just been outlined by Prof. 
Earl Wynn, head of the center. 

Wynn said 21 staiewide radio pro- 
grams and a number of motion pic- 
tures already are being planned as 


¥ 


As part of its third annual Radio 


| and Business Conference to be held 


? 
| 


April 22, City College of New York 
has devised a unique dramatic tech- 
nique for the posing of key ques- 
tions currently facing the broadcast 


|industry which will be utilized in 
conjunction with addresses by a 
roster of leading radio execs. Small 


playlets dramatizing problems of ra- 
dio commercials, free speech, seap 
operas, etc., will be staged by stu- 
participants of 


topics, 


prior to each 


tne various 


dent 
the speeches on 

Awards for service in 
radio work are also being tendered 
at the conference with main winners 
ABC. national radio net- 

Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
agency award; KGFJ, 
Los Angeles, independent station 
award: WFIL, ABC outlet in Phila- 
delphia, 500-1,000 watt station award, 
and WLW. NBC outlet in Cuincin- 
nati, 50,000 watt station award 


outstanaing 


as follows 
work 


aavertis 


awara 


ing 


Speakers at the conference will 
include Judge Ferdinand Pecora; 
Robert Saudek, ABC director of 


public affairs, on “Radio's Struggle 


|to Take Both Sides of Controversial 
Issues:” Adrian Samish, ABC vee- 
pee Programming:’ Abe Schechter, 
Mutual's director of news, “Com- 
mentators:” Theodore Streibert, 
WOR prez, “Community Responsi- 
bility;’ Nathan Straus, WMCA prez, 
and Ted Cott, WNEW program di- 
rector, “Independent Stations,” and 


Herald-Tribute 
“Radio- 


William E. Haskell 
assistant to the president, 
Press Relations.” 


FCC’s FM Primer 
Washington, April 1, 


when the 50,000 watt hypo is souped | suffered a broken left wrist when | educational and public service fea- 

in, Meanwhile, it has given in on; his auto turned over on icy road |tures. Most of them will be on the FCC announced that it has pre- 
the 15% for commercials and is! near Cresson. Pa. last week. His | adult level, but some will be on the | pared an FM primer, spelling out in 
pondering the 18% boost. The men | wife, Dorothy Bushey, formerly in| primary and secondary levels. He basic English what FM is and how 
are now getting $60 weekly. Re-| musical comedy, who was at the|said that television, which is in-| to go about getting an FM station. 

| quested raise would hypo the salary | wheel at the time, received head cluded in the plans, will also pro- The mimeographed brochure is 
to $70 weekly. bruises. vide a powerful educational medium. | expected for release momentarily. 
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ow, when The Voice of St. Louis 


speaks 


ooo NEW THOUSANDS LISTEN! 


to more listeners in Mid-America than ever before. 


From a new 470-foot tower —located at a far more strategic site—KMOX’s new 


50,000-watt transmitter now wings the powerful clear-channel “Voice of St. Louis” 


Until an exhaustive audience study has charted KMOX’s voyaging voice 


no one can set the exact boundaries of our new territory. But this we know: 


Throughout its former 62-county Day-Night Primary Area,* KMOX delivered 


a billion dollar retail market... commanded the largest audience during more 
quarter-hour periods throughout the week than all other St. Louis stations 
combined!" 


Now... KMOX’s half-millivolt line embraces 25% more radio homes in a e 


39% larger area! So, fer a clear-channel to hundreds of thousands of old—and 


new — listeners, call us or Radio Sales and have “The Voice of St. Louis” speak 


KM OX 
The Voice ef St. Louis - 56,000 Watts - Columbia Owned 





REPRESENTED BY RADIO SALES. THE SPOT BROADCASTING DIVISION OF CES 


WITH OFFICES IN NEW YORK, CHICAGO, LOS ANGELES, DETROIT, SAN FRANCISCO, ATLANTA 


*CBS 7th Series Listening Aree Study 
11946 CBS-KMOX Listener Diery Study 
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Toronto 


School Board Cites CJBC 


To CBC on Bias in Student Strike 





Toronto, April1l. + 

As sequel to the three-day strike 
here of 1,500 students of Malvern 
High School, who walked out in pro- 
test over the firing of principal Lorne 
Clarke, trustees of the Board of Edu- 
cation have made formal complaint 
that CJBC, Toronto, key station of 
the Trans-Canada network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., pre- 
sented only the students‘ side of the 
eontroversy. Board’s brief of com- 
plaint has been forwarded to David- 
gon Dunton, CBC chairman Ottawa. 

Board’s contention is that on “High 
News Reel,” weekday evening broad- 
cast of collegiate activities, CBC pre- 
sented only the views of student | 
strike leaders, plus their appeals to 
maintain the walkout. Said Trustee 
Blair Laing in his complaint over 
CJBC’s néws coverage of the local 
tempest: “The Board of Education's 
views were at no time presented. If 
such had been the case, I would 
have no reason to make a complaint. 
Then it would have been an impar- 
tial news report, with both sides of 
the case_covered.” 

In Laing’s opinion, CJBC was “only 
trying to perpetuate sensationalism,” 
and the Board considered it an unfit 
program for the mass of high-school 
listeners that would “possibly have 
a damaging effect in giving them 
wrong ideas” about schoo] discipline. 

Rebuttal of Bob Kesten, general 
manager of CJBC, Toronto, is that 
he twice offered the Board the op- 
portunity to. present spokesmen on 
“High News Reel,” but that the invi- 
tations were never accepted; that, 
throughout the controversy, all of- 
ficial statements issued by the Board 
to the press, were announced by 
CJBC in quotes. 
= 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 


iday. p.m., 





N. Carolina FM’ers In 
Huddle on Assn. Setup 


Raleigh, April 1. 

Seven North Carolina applicants 
for frequency modulation stations 
have selected April 21 at Wilson for 
their state FM broadcasters meet- 
ing. Among those attending a con- 
ference on the matter were Keith 
Brierly, WBT, Charlotte; Harold 
Essex, WSJS, Winton-Salem; E. Z. 
Jones, WBB, Burlington; Gaines 
Kelly, WFMG, Greensboro; Allen 
Wannamaker, WGTM, Wilson; R. A. 
Dunley, WMFD, Wilmington, and 


| Josh Horne, WCEC, Rocky Mount. 


The organizational meeting was 
sponsored by the National Associa- 
tion of FM Broadcasters. 





Bluegrass Called 


On ‘Shoddy’ Airers 
At Louisville Meet 


Louisville, April 1. 

Kentucky Broadcasters Assn. held 
a-two-day spring meeting Friday- 
Saturday (28-29). Emphasis was 
placed on appeal to new station | 
operators and holders of permits for 
new stations. Speakers included 
Robert T. Mason of Marion, Ohio, 
member of small markets station 
committee of the NAB, and J. N. 
Bailey of Washington, executive 
director of FMA. Operators of 12 
new Kentucky stations, opened since 
the war’s end, were special guests, 
and 15 applicants for station permits 
were invited to the session. J. E. 
Willis, Lexington, is president of the 
Kentucky group, 

Robert T, Mason cautioned estab- 
lished stations to pass on to the new 
ones the lessons they have learned, 
in order to maintain the present 
high standards set by radio, He also 
warned against stations accepting 
programs aimed at “dumping shoddy 
merchandise on the market.” He 
said, “radio is doing a good job, but 
it can‘do a better one by attacking 
community problems and developing 
community activities. This should 
be done because of a desire within 
the station to improve its service, 
rather than by pressure from out- 
side groups or from the blue books 
of the FCC.” 


Mason came to the defense of 


|radio thrillers and mystery shows, 


“many of which were built on the 
popularity of the hero in comic 
strips.’ He cited Superman, Terry 
and Pirates, Dick Tracy and many 
others. 





Great Falls, Mont.——KXLK, an- 
other Z-Bar Net station, has joined 
the Pacific Northwest Brozdcasters. 
Kenneth O. McPherson is manager. 
New station augments net’s coverage 
in western Montana, Station, begin- 





Fr —CBS—9 :30 EST 
@)i| M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 
“It Happened in Brooklyn 
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ning March 16, has aired NBC pro- 
grams. 





ON TARGET 


Every team has its stars, but even all-star 
teams need coordination to succeed. The 
teamwork of Weed and Company gives 
each of its men full benefit of the know- 
ledge and experience of this highly co- 
ordinated organization. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 


NEW YORK-BOSTON-CHICAGO-DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO’ ATLANTA-HOLLY WOOD 





WBIG Reverses Normal 
Procedure, Buying Into 
Two Greensboro Papers 


Greensboro, N. C., April 1. 

The North Carolina Broadcasting 
Co., operating WBIG, and Maj. Ed- 
ney Ridge, its president, have bought 
1,505 shares of stock in the Greens- 
boro News Co., publisher of the 
Greensboro Daily News, morning 
paper, and the Greensboro Record, 
afternoon daily. 

Transfer of stock from Archie 
Joyner, whose father was one of the 
founders of he Greensboro News Co., 
to Major Ridge and the broadcasting 


company, is the first major. break in | 


the continuous ownership of the 
news company since its organizztion. 

Sale represents 16% % of outstand- 
ing stock and will assure Major 
Ridge a place on the board of direc- 
tors of the newspaper company, Sale 
price of the stock was believed to be 
$200,000. 

WBIG’s purchase has aroused in- 
terest due to the fact that the news- 
pepers in the past have been dead 
set against radio, at one time going 
so far as to even refuse to use the 
word “radio” in their columns, sub- 
stituting “wireless.” A few years 
ago, when the city purchased a 
police radio system, the newspapers 
criticized it saying they did not be- 
lieve in the police parking on side 
streets and “listening to sweet 
music.” 

Whether or not the News and 
Record will take a different view of 
redio from now On remains to be 
seen, 


WOR ‘Launching’ 
- Mobile Studio 


WOR, N. Y., which aired many a 
Navy ship launching in wartime, has 
put in a call for the Navy to lend 
some of its gold-braided glamor and 
prestige for a little launching party 
the station has in mind. WOR’s 
“ship” is a new $20,000 mobile 
studio, biggest and most modern 
postwar unit of its kind. It will be 
christened—probably by Kate Smith 
—in a ceremony Saturday (5) at 
12:15 in Manhattan’s City Hall Park. 

Navy will participate in the per- 
son of Rear Adm. Monroe Kelly, 
commandant of the Third Naval 
District, who will “sponsor” the 
van-like station on wheels and de- 
liver an appropriate speech. Mayor 
O’Dwyer, Police Commissioner Wal- 
lander and other N. Y. City officials 
are being invited, angle being that 
WOR will make the mobile trans- 
mitter available for municipal use 
in event of a major disaster. 


The truck-mounted studio, which 
will be christened “Johnny On the 
Spot,” will give WOR on-the-spot 
news and special events facilities 
surpassing any in the N. Y. area. 
Only comparable unit is one used 
by NBC which that net acquired 
several years before the war, 








Meggers Throw Weight 
About in Ist Nat'l Meet 


Chicago, April 1, 

With the formation of a national 
group, headed by Earl McGill as 
president, Radio Directors Guild 
moved to become a striking force 
by wiring NAB, FCC, and the pro- 
posed Broadcasters Advisory Coun- 
cil that it was prepared to aid the 
industry in overcoming shortcomings 
aend criticisms publicized the past 
few years. 

Guild, which met here March 23- 
25 for the first time nationally, elect- 
ed (besides McGill) Fairbairn Smith, 
of Hollywood, first v.p.; Burr Lee, 
prez of the Chi local, second v.p., 
and George Zachary, producer of the 
Vaughn Monroe show and one of the 
first N. Y. local prexies, third v.p. 
Elected secretary was the producer 
of the Durante-Moore show, Phil 
Cohan, and as treasurer, Anton Lead- 
er, produced of “Murder at Mid- 
night.” 

Delegates who attended also in- 
cluded: Lester Vail, producer of “Al- 
drich Family”; Edward H. Byron, 
producer of “Mr. District Attorney”: 
Frank Papp, NBC, New York, and 
Betty Todd, CBS, representing the 
assistant directors. Baldwin Harper, 
of CBS, Washington, was an observer. 
Theo Gannon of Drew Pearson show 


: completed picture. 





Yakima—Station KTYW, 500-watt 
affiliate here of CBS, has changed 
its call letters to KIMA. Station, of 
which R. Lee Black is g.m., remains 
on 1,460 ke. 








——__ 





| CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





Worcester—WTAG will preem a 


weekly program next Wednesday 
(9) aimed at inspiring and develop- 
ing artistic ability in moppets of 
the 5-12 age group. Each week a 
musical composition will be aired 
and kiddie listeners will be asked to 
sketch what the music suggests to 
them. Lobel Youth Center, sponsor 
of the program, called “Sketch a 
Song,” - will award merchandise 
prizes for the best sketches sub- 
mitted. Julie Chase, WTAG women’s 
feature editor, will conduct the 
stanza. 

Denver—KFEL, local Mutual af- 
filiate, launched its own “Meet the 
Press” program Thursday (27). Half- 
hour program called “Such Inter- 
esting People” and slated for weekly 
airing had. William A. Carlson, 
speaker of the Colorado House of 
Representatives, facing a battery of 
state-house reporters for quizzing 
on revenue measures before the leg- 
islature. 

Jack Fitzpatrick, KFEL news and 
special events manager, presides 
over the program. Quizee on an up- 
coming stanza will be Dr. Robert 
W. Stearns, Univ. of Colorado prexy 
who recently banned American 
Youth for Democracy from the cam- 
pus because of alleged Communist 
ties. 





Pittsburgh—Joseph Missick is the 
latest additicn to the . engineering 
staff at WJAS. He was formerly 
with WSAP in Portsmouth, Va., and 
WCUI in Connellsville, Pa. Tiny 
Fisher, ex-WCAE announcer and 
later m.c. for a while of “Club Mati- 
nee” in Chicago, is now playing bass 
and singing with dance band in 
nearby East Liverpool, O. 

Town’s newest station, WPIT, ex- 
pects now to be in operation by 
May 1. Studios are now under con- 
struction in downtown section at 
Allies boulevard and Smithfield. 
Lawrence Welk credits Phil Davis, 
WCAE chief, with giving him the 
“Champagne Music” label. It hap- 
pened a decade ago when Welk was 
broadcasting over local station from 
William Penn hotel’s chatterbox. 

St. Louis—KMOX, local CBS sta- 
tion, copped a citation as the sta- 
tion making greatest contribution to 
understanding and goodwill in 1946 
from the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews through its 
“Land We Live In” programs spon- 
sored by the Union Electric Co, of 
Missouri, 





Binghamtoh — WENE, new 250- 
watt station being constructed here 
by Empire Newspapers-Radio, Inc., 
will affiliate with the ABC network 
as a member of the web’s northeast 
group effective July 1. Operating 
on 1,450 ke and managed by Keith 
S. Field, station will be ABC’s 247th 
outlet. 





Omaha—Tom Diiley, top sports- 
caster for WOW (NBC), leaving for 
St. Louis and a disk jockey job. 
Dailey has been with WOW for the 
past six years and during that time 
has had the 5:45 p.m, half-hour 
sports job. 





Dallas—Murray Cox was named 
farm editor of WFAA as of April 1. 
Cox for the past 10 years has been 
county egricultural agent in Ste- 
phans county, Okla. 

He'll air a series of broadcasts 


18 47 


Monday through Friday ‘ang wi 
travel throughout this agricultura 
area with a portable recordin . 
_ and WFAA’s mobile broad. 
casting unit for on-the- F 
casts of vith era 





interviews with 
stockmen and their families em 
Indianapolis—George C. aii 


general minager, WIBC, was 
president of the Assn, of 
Broadcasters at the group's recent 
annual business meeting here z 
succeeds John Carl Jeffery, Hy 

Worcester — New additions and 
changes in the staff of WTAG in 
clude the following: Robert Sher. 
wood, formerly associated with the 
Howard-Wesson ad agency, to the 
sales staff; Roy Wiers to the an- 
nouncing force; Joan Sweeney to 
the commercial department: . 
Jorjorian to the music department: 
Esther Bilzerian as secretary to 
Robert Brown, local sales manager 


elected 
Indiana 





Louise 





_Detroit—Charles Burke, commer. 
cial manager of WJR, Detroit, has 
resigned to become general man. 
ager and part stockholder of a 5,000- 
watt station in Fargo, N. D. 


Vienna — Austrian Broadcasting 
System will have its own sending 
station and studio at forthcoming 
Vienna Fair, thus giving public occa. 
sion for first time to witness broad. 
cast proceedings. 

Raleigh —FCC has issued a con- 
struction permit for a new standard 
station to Anson Radio and Broad- 
casting Co., Wadesboro, N. C. It will 
operete on 1,210 kilocycles with one 
kilowatt power, daytime only, 
a 
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UTAH’S CENTENNIAL 
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Around the Clock... Around the Year... 


KDYL 
is the POPULAR station 


ACCORDING TO HOOPER SURVEYS 
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| how Reprising Now on Increase: 





Nixes One-Hearing Burn-Out Theory 


, lief is 
sas that strong material doesn’t burn 


itself out with one hearing. Theory 
is strengthened by the increasing 
number of shows being scheduled for 
rebroadcasts, as illustrated by the 
plans just announced for reprising 
of five of the yarns heard on “Holly- 
wood Story” series completed over 
ABC. Kenyon & Eckhardt agency 
reports that there have been requests 
for rehearings of the shows to be 
encored, 

Proponents of the rebroadcast idea 





increasing in radio cir-¢ 





ELMIRA WEE WATTER 
OFF TO BOFF START 


Elmira, N. Y., April 1. 


Newly organized WELM is a local | 


financial success story based. para- 


| doxically, on the station’s rigid non- 


| 


| ginning 


agers 


point out that radio has been build-; 


ing a repertory of shows that have 


become classics in radio technique | 


and audience acceptability They 
declare it would be a criminal waste 
of the cream of radio’s writing tal- 


commercial standards 
operations 


the 


Before 
recently 


250-watter 


be- 
man- 
canvassed 
vic groups 
ive com 


ol 


local advertise ind ci 


that 


was losing radio lk 


with the idea 


mercialization 


exci 


Ls 


of listeners and asked for coopera- 
| tion in improving radio’s program 
level. Station met a solidly favorite 
response and sold 90% of its mini- 


ent to permit some shows to die after | 


a single broadcast. 


It’s..argued that the public 


£oes | 


for film and legit reissues; will shell | 


out for concerts consisting of fa- 
miliar material, and won't throw 
away records after one playing. 


mum budget to Elmira business men 


before going on the air 

Among its unique practices, 
WELM published a rate card show- 
ing Maximum commercial time al- 
lowed in time segments to be 30% 
jless than allowed by the NAB and 


vaudeville acts have been do- | 
Some va 


ing the same turn for years, and still 
draw. So why not with radio? 

One of the more striking illustra- 
tions in effectiveness 
ing of shows is seen with Fred Al 


of rebroadcast- 


Jen’s use of sock material. So far, 
Allen has repeated the “Mr. and 


has 
from 


banned 
local 


all middle commercials 
hows In addition, all 


,;ad copy on the station has to be re- 


Mrs.” radio show satire with Tallv- | 


lah Bankhead; the Brooklyn “Pina- 


fore” bit with Leo Durocher, and the | 


“Oklahoma!” satire with Bea Lillie 
There have been no beefs from lis- 
teners because of repetition, and in 
some cases there have been letters 
commending the step. 

Some of Norman Corwin’s shows, 
including “Untitled” and “On 
Note of Triumph,” have been broad- 
cast on various occasions. 
phone scene broadcast on ove of the 
“Suspense” shows has been repeated 
ascore of times, frequently over the 
same stations. 

WMCA, N. Y.’s series of “New 
World a-Coming’” is frequently re- 


broadcast by college radio stations, 
_ reesnmecamtonne 


a | 


The tele- | 


worked 


tore 


the 


acceplalice 


by continuity staff be- 


Ear] 


classic, 


and the Robinson-John La- 
touche “Lonesome. Trail,” 
has had repeated radio airings. 

It’s pointed out that repeats are 
not occasioned by lack of strong 
new material, although there’s little 
doubt that latter exists. It’s just 
that there’s an increasing tendency 
on the part of radio producers to re- 
prise good writing and production 

The Radio Writers Guild, in its 
negotiations for a new contract 
with the networks, has been asking 


| for vesting of ownership of shows 


with the writers rather than the net- 
works. Step has been taken in rec- 
ognition of increasing tendency to 
repeat shows, and writers are con- 
sequently making a bid for royalty 
fees on rebroadcasts. 


| KADDERLY DOWN UNDER 
‘ON AUSSIE FARMS LOOK 


Washington, April 1. 
| State dept., in its current roster of 
travellers to 
ports that 
{radio farm director of KGW. Port- 
jland, Oregon, left San Francisco 
, March 21 for a two months visit to 
Australia. 


foreign countries, re- 


Radio exee will be the guest of 


the Australian 


Broadcasting Com- 
mussion, 


change of ideas on farm programs. 
Kadderly will visit Aussie farm 
areas and do some shortwave broad- 


Casts to this country, as well as 
record programs to be used on KGW 
On nis eturn 


Chis WSBC Raps 
FCC FM Slotting 


Washington, April 1. 


Foreign-language watter WSBC. 
Chicago, last Friday (28) criticized 


FCC’s assignment of FM channels in 


the Windy City in which the net- 
work stations are lumped together 
in the middle of the dial with the 


indies spread out on the far ends 


WSBC came off with a channel at 
the ow end of the dial side by ide 
WGES, another foreign lan 
guage op. This kind of an alloca- 


tion, WSBC general manager Robert 


Miller argues, will get listeners in 
the habit of keeping tuned to the 


middle of the dial and won't give the 
indies a fair chance at the audience 


He suggested instead that FCC al- 
ternate channel assignments to in- 


dependents and network stations so 
that in turning from one chain pro- 
| gram to another a listener will pick 


up signals from the non-network 
licensees. 

Commission men said location of 
the network transmitters—most of 


them on high buildings in the loop- 
governed the allocation. It was 
pointed out the same problem may 
come up in Boston and New York 
FM decisions, which are expected 
momentarily. 


Belgo-French Sets, Audiences At 
High Marks Despite Postwar Checks 


Wallace L. Kadderly, | 


Purpose of trip is an ex- | 





KXOK ON SPOT IN MINE 


+ 


' 


DISASTER COVERAGE 


St. Louis, April 1. 
KXOK, St. Louis, gave its listen- 
ers complete news coverage of the 
Centralia, Ill., mine explosion March 
26. Reports from the scene of.the 
disaster were aired and wire record- 


ngs were made on the scene A 
A headed DY 
KXOK new eal- 


mine in KXOK’s 
mobile 


LOur-mal new 
Bruce Barringtor 
Or, zrriveda aft 


field cal 


SCre 
ine 


new equipped with 


radio telephone and wire recorder 
First reports vere aired by 
KXOK at 5:43 interrupting 


cheaulea comme! 


again at 


program, 
7:16 p.m., and an up-to-the- 
minute coverage presented by 
Bob Hille, substituting for Barring- 
ton on ABC's “News of Tomorrow” 
program at 10 p.m. A complete wire 
recording made on the scene by 
Bzrrington was aired by KXOK at 
6 a.m. the following morning and 
repeated at 7:30 a.m. 


Ciai 


was 


CBS Brass to Hoopla Bow 
Of New KMOX Transmitter 


St 


Heavy promotional 
mark the dedication 
Columbia - KMOX’s 
transmitter Monday (7), with a day 
of special broadcasts to be climaxed 
by a banquet at Hotel Jefferson at- 
tended by CBS prexy Frank Stan- 
ton and other network brass. En- 
gineers figure the station’s new 
transmitter will push out a signal 
reaching 25% more radio homes 
than the present one. 


Louis, April }. 
hoopla will 
of 


owned new 


A special dedicatory broadcast at 
6 p.m. will be followed by a 6:30 
p.m. special edition of KMOX’s “The 
Land We Live In” series, this one 
entitled “Radio in Review.” 


r ° 
| habits 


1 86°. 


50,000-watt, | 


Paris, March 27. 
Percentage of homes with work- 


ing radios in France and Belgium— 
| 


considering the war and 
difficulties — is 


postwar 
surprisingly high, 
according to a survey of listening 
recently made for Radio 
Luxembourg by Dorset & Co., in 
Paris. Percentage in France 87; 
in Belgium 81. Survey area took in 
a population of 22,000,000 in France, 
north of the Loire river (or 55% of 
the total French population), and a 
Belgiar 4.000.000 

Radio listening, it 
ally a family affair 
and 90% of the 

reported the 
d to the radio 
Radio 


Waves 


1S 


population of 
discovered, 
Betwee! 
people 


Was 
genel 

BO 

tacted 
té 


con- 
whole family 
ne 
reception ol standard Droad- 
ast POOd Poor 
10‘ % 


is generally 
reception was reported by only 
of French and Belgian residents. 
Radio Luxembourg, only _ station 
with commercial sponsored programs 
that area, gets good receptior 
of Belgian homes, and in 
of French Furthermore, survey 
showed, Radio Lux is heard regu- 
larly by 45% of French homes and 
of Belgian 

With Radio Lux beaming con 
cial programs into France 
note types of 
the French prefer. At 
variety shows, 27%; serious music, 
7%: light and dance music, 11‘: 
program, 55%. 


in inh 


16% 


97% 

mer- 
it’s in- 

prog! 


swers listed 


teresting to 


any 


Utah to Fete MBS’ Paive 
For N. Y. Hoop Coverage 


Jack Paige, MBS director of 
special events, shoved off Saturday 
(29) for Salt Lake City to be guest 
speaker at a dinner feting “100 years 
of sports champions” in Utah 

Invitation—and a plaque he'll re- 
ceive while there—are a result of 
his piping last week of direct broad- 
to KALL, Salt Lake, from 
Madison Square Garden, N »_ 
where Utah cagers won a basketball 
tournament. 


Casts 
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woman’s woman 


EVERY WEEKDAY morning from 10:15 to 11 am. on WOR, Bessie 
Beatty’s well-loved program brings the kaleidoscope of the world into 
focus for women in approximately 174,368 homes with radios. With her 
charming husband, Bill Sauter, she talks of recipes, home making, fashion 
and all the other topics lightly classed as “women’s sub jects.” But she also 
dips into politics, economics, government, philosophy, psychology, the 
theatre, literature, race relations, etc. For Bessie has an idea that “All 


‘subjects are women’s subjects these days.” 


WOR listeners appreciate this recognition of their widening interests 
and reward Bessie with a loyalty few other women in public life can rival. 
They show their loyalty by supporting her advertisers. And they do it so 
well that Bessie gets compliments such as this one fro 
Manufacturing Company. “We consider this one of the best investments 
in advertising that we have ever made.” Or, “Bessie Beatty pulled 7000 
requests for a little booklet that we offered for a client on only two broad- 
Casts,” writes G. A. Huhn, vice president of Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 

Other discerning sponsors who have discovered list 
Beatty’s informal manner, her big name guests, and her pertinent sub- 


jects, include Procter & Gamble,-General Foods, Simoniz Inc. and many 


Others. You, too, can be on her show. Call our sales office 


Or write WOR, that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York. 


m The Chatham 


eners like Bessie 


at Pe 6-8600. 
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; TONY MARTIN SHOW 


With Evelyn Knight, Victor Young's | With Grace Coppin, 


Orch, Bob Hope, Jeff Alexander | 
chorus, Jimmy Wallington 
Producer: Edmund L, Cashman 

Writer: Glenn Wheaton 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. | 
TEXACO 
WCBS-CBS, N. ¥. 
(Arthur Kudner) 

Texaco’s replacement for the 
Eddie Bracken show constitutes a 
prime collection of talent put on 
their own without proper _back- 
grounding. Emphasis, according to 
initial program, appears to be on the 
expensive set of guest stars program 
has lined up. Apparently most of 
the budget is going for payment to 
names like Bob Hope, who zppeared 
on initial session; Eddie Cantor, who 
will follow, and other top-bracket 
names. 

Consequently, there’s little left for 
dressing up the songs by Tony Mar- 
tin and Evelyn Knight. Production 
and writing is at a virtual standstill. 
and as presently constituted, initial 
half the session until the guest 
comes on is merely a stagewait 

Martin is undoubtedly one of top 
singers whose piping periods affor 
a great deal of listening pleasure. 
Miss Knight is similarly a topnotch 
songstress, but neither is properly | 
presented as there isn’t enough good 
writing to give either of them a suit- 
able personality. 

Hope provided the sole spark of 
the opening session even though his 
offering wasn’t his greatest effort. 
His fast round of patter hit listene: 
risibilities end his capsule digest of 
a day in radio is an essentially funny 
bit. Latter part, with assistance by 
Martin, indicates that the singer 
could be made into a potent per- 
sonality. 

Musical portions of the show 
were good with Martin contributing 
a set of faves that have proven ef- 
fective on cafe floors. His “Broadway 
Lullaby,” “No Business Like Show 
Business,” and “Anniversary Waltz” | 
came out well. Miss Knight made a 
dent with a Scotch number and Vic- 
tor Young’s orchestral background- 
ing is of a high calibre. With pro- 
ductieon to match the song and guest | 
comedy, it could be a lezd summer | 


show, Jose. 


of 


| 


DATE WITH JERRY 

With Jerry Carter and Instrumental 
Quartet 

Producer: Lloyd Dennis 

15 Mins., week-days, 3:30 p.m.; Sat., 


| musical selections interspersed | 
among the news items and flock of 
feature items cooked up by Flem- 
ing. As a spieler, latter registers 
| effectively with a crisp voice and | 
| open personality. 

7 p.m. On the preem stanza (31). Flem- 
Sustaining |ing spreadeagled the local scene 
WTOP-CBS, Washington 
This is WTOP’s candidate for 


femme listeners who like their sing- 
ing straight and romantic. It’s only 


| 
musical show being carried live by | 
} 


station on a local level, and is being 


Jerry Carter, 26-year-old tenor, is 
a grad of Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent 
Scouts” and, though he didn’t win, 
he was picked up by WTOP, which 
was shopping for a tenor. Lad had 
some experience on the air over lo- 
cal New York stations before the 


Buddy Clark's orch at the Park 
Central before becoming a _ para- 
trooper, but this is his first real 


break, With buildup he is getting | 
¢ locally. plus a winning way with a 
¥ : tune, he should go places. 


Format of show is intimate, with 
Carter doing his own patter, plus 
some help from announcer Lee 
Vickers. This supplies continuity 
for songs, 
some theme. 
straight, and 
from the “I-suffer-so” school. Has 
strong pipes, which he handles with 
a minimum of effort, and which 
show good training. Instrumental 


Tenor 


sings them 


H zylo and guitar, supplies 
Weekday programs are varied by 

guest shots Tuesdays and Thurs- 

Gays. 

“A special gimmick in form of letter- 
writing contest from listeners. Jerry 
reads the winning letters, giving 


gram. Saturday night spot precedes 
Jean Sablon, and gives tenor 
best break in time. Lowe. 


MT. VERNON PLACE 
Producer-Director: Don DeGroot 
30 Mins.; Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
‘ Sustaining 
WRAL, Baltimore 
Ae Series of half-hour dramatizations. 
wrapped around prominent person- 
ages in historic association with 
atmospheric 
jacent to the famous Washington 
Monument here, has caught on for 
considerable local interest and _ is 
i being badlyed ambitiously for its 
contribution to civic pride and pub- 
} lie interest. 
i Characters 
: episodes are 
; prominents. Program caught, built 
4 ¥ around the career of Max Broedel. 


ad 


selected for 


mosily 


Hopkins Hospital (a surefire gim- 
i: f mick here) opened a new field of 
aE scientific illustration, proved = an 
absorbing and well-developed dra- 
matic slot. 

Production. by Don DeGroot was 
smartly paced and smoothly pro- 
‘ : fected. Writing by Robert Kry@. 
3 of station staff, revealed a good feel 
e- for dialog and characterization and 
4 acting bv station’s stock company 

: was solid. Burm. 








| KATIE'S DAUGHTER 


P. educer: Frank and Anne Hummert 
| Writer: Floyd Miller 


| MANHATTAN SOAP CO. 
| WNBC-NBC, N. ¥. 


“Katie's Daughter,” should be Frank 
‘and Anne Hummert’s magnum opus. 
| Responsible for most of the soapers 
| permezting 
| Hummerts by new have acquired a 
|knack and formula of keeping the 


chores. 


| the 


| lem 


| -progra tup, 
promoted to the hilt by WTOP staff. | em. An agli gape. 


| erick Loewe, cleffer 
| way hit, “Brigadoon.” 


is a welcome relief | 


iti F quartet, consisting of piano, organ, | 
accom- | 
paniment and one specialty number. | 


Saturday night show has a| 


residential souare ad- | 


weekly | 
hometown | 


medical artist whose work at Johns | 


Martin Blaine, 
Marie Geyer, Kenneth Banghart 


Director: Joseph Mansfield 


15 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 10 a.m. 


(Duane Jones) 
Latest bit of housewife heartbalm. 


the daytime air, the 





little woman happy while at her 

There’s no need to strain to 
cet the drift of the opus, and any 
femme listening attentively will get | 
the illusion of being an intellectual. | 
She'll be able to figure out all the | 
angles far in zdvance of projection 
and usually she’ll hit it correctly. 
Like its sister sOapers, there are no 
surprises and nothing to agitate the 
cerebellum, 

However, the Hummerts have en- 
dowed “Katie’s Daughter” with top- 


notch production, and a competent 
cast is able to hit most of the emo- 
tions as they go along. Heroine is 
easily identified, <s is the villain. 
and each player is cast strictly to 
type. 


Story has a theatrical background 
with the title femme about to take 
the lead in a show. There's a quar- 
rel with the boyfriend to snarl 
things up for her prior to the big 
event. Does she hit bigtime, or— 
tune in tomorrow. 

Initial stanzz didn’t bludgeon 
commercial. Spiels were 
at moderate length by Ken 
hart, 


out 
kept 

Bang- 
Jose. 


JIM FLEMING SHOW 
Producer: Lee Jones 
30 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 9:30 a.m, 


Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

Falling in line with the nation- 
wide trend towards increased local 


coverage, former war correspondent 
Jim Fleming is now sparking this 
daily half-hour session of news from 
the metropolitan New York front. 
Show has an informal, listenable 
early-morning quélity with pop 


| from the latest development in. the 


Langley Collyer mystery to the prob- 
of the city budget. Series of 
three-minute interviews with sundry 
personalities, regular pzrt of the 
began with an in- 
teresting anecdotal piece by Clem 


| MceGarthy illustrating the moral of 
|“you can’t beat the horses.” 


Henry 
Cassidy, NBC’s correspondent at the 
Moscow conference, was piped in to 
describe the state of Russian show- 


business which he found flourishing | 
. . . . . ) in all 
war, and did a singing stint with! 


fields from ballet to films. 
Windup interview wis with Fred- 
for the Broad- 
Titles of the musical selections, 
which were selected with good taste 
be the cpening show, should be an- 
nounced. In addition, show ¢ould 
| be improved by inclusion of a two 
or three minttte headline summary 
of general national and world news 


out modifying basically the show’s 
| local character. Herm. 





| KMBC SCHOOLHOUSE OF THE 


| AIR 
| With Caroline Ellis, 
Keith Payton, others 
Director: Dr. Charles F. Church 
Producer: Fran Heiser 
Sustaining ~ 
, 30 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 2 p.m. 
KMBC, Kansas City 
The afternoon listening audience 
of schoolkids built up by CBS's 
|*School of the Air’ on Mondays. 


Erle Smith, 


| the week, according to the educa- 


his | tion department at KMBC. Accord- | 


|! ingly the station calls up some of 
its top talent to put on a couple of 
half-hours weekly to keep. the 
school audience at the listening post 
| right across the board at 2 p.m. 
| weekdays. 

The two stanzas actually are made 


up of four regular quarter-hours, 
“The Magic Book” and “Fun With | 
| Facts” on Tuesdays and “Inside the 
News” and “Music Time” on Thurs- | 
| days. The “Magic Book” period is 
| the work of Caroline Ellis, a well- 
established radio veteran in_ this 


area. who offers the schoolkids dra- 


matic versions of fairy tales and 
other literary favorites. Her ses- 
sion is combined with the “Fun 
With Facts” period, a class recita- 


tion format for the upper grades, on 
| Tuesdays. 


Erle Smith. the station's mews 
|} chief. shares a Thursday quarter 
| hour with a guest student news- 


caster. Smith offers a review of the 
week's news in his standard style. 
while the guester comes through 
with news in and about the schools. 
This is completed with a_ session 
with music, usually held in-an ac- 
tual schoolroom and _ transcribed. 
This one had the kiddies singing un- 
der Miss Alice Gallup, music 
teacher. 
The 


two half-hours add up to 











| Press 


PPPOE eSESOFSSSSOOOSEEOOS 


a) 1 
‘Follow-up Comment; 
* 

FESHSESESESESESESP*A OOOOH 


Billy Rose, whose nmiultitudinous 
activities include the operation of 
the Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y.; legit 
producer; art collector; Ziegfeld 
theatre, N.Y. operator and news- 
paper columnist, has temporarily 
added radio commentating to his 
roster. So far his radio activity 
consists a series of transcribed 
readings of his column. He has 
made several recordings, with others 
to be added. Disks were made at 
the behest of his N. Y. column out- 








let, the newspaper P.M. _ Rose, | 
knowing that it pays, occasionally, | 
to be nice to the boss, obliged. } 

i 


Radio preem on the Alan Pres- 
cott WJZ N. Y. show Thursday 
(27) had the reading of his column 
on spring gardening, which while 
sprightly with a newsprint back- 
ground, didn’t impress as 
suited for the air. The 
and sparkle of his column was lost 
when delivered vocally despite .he 
fact that Rose does an okay reading 
job. His delivery has authority and 
he knows how to highlight values. 
Unfortunately, newspaper column- 
ing and radio commenting are two 
different mediums. 

Rose realized that fact and stated 
later-that if he ever went on the 
air with his news columns, “I'd start 
out owing Hooper 10 points. I'm 
not a comedian,” he said, “and if I 
had a funny script, I know 15 come- 
dians who could do it better. And 
I'm sure Walter 
better job on a serious bit.” 

‘Nobody's fooling Little Willie.” 





Louella O. Parsons had one of her 


| best stints on ABC Sunday, not the 


least of which was the first-time 
ship - to - shore-to-Hollywood three- 
way interview, spanning some 6,000 
miles. Barbarez Stanwyck was tip- 
top from aboard the S.S. America, 
sailing for the U.S., and David Niven 
was picked up from the Coast, with 
Miss Parsons this time in New Yerk. 
Miss Stanwyck saluted British forti- 
tude and Niven with pardonable 
pride, from Hollywood, thanked her. 
But it wasn’t all noblesse oblige. It 
hid popular appeal as to Paris 
fashions, current conditions in both 
the British and French capitals, and 
the like. Robert Taylor (Miss Stan- 
wyck’s husband) was only mentioned 
in passing. Plugs for her London 
preem of “The Other Love” (Enter- 
prise) and Niven’s “Stairway to 
Heaven” (Rank), also a current Lon- 
don click, were part of the pitch. 





Last Friday (28), just < 
the Commission on Freedom of the 
issued its widely publicized 
report, CBS put John P. Lewis, man- 
aging editor of PM, N. Y.. and Mil- 


day after 





| which would broad ‘ith | 
which generally follow | ¢ hich would broaden appeal with- | 


ton Murray, National Newspaper 
Guild prexy. on the net’s “Opinion, 
| Please!” program for a timely airing 
of their views on free press issues. 


“I do not believe.” said Murray, 
“that freedom of the press means 
ithe right of a few publishers to 


monopolize the essential newsprint 
supplies. I will join publishers to 
fight env law that aims at restrict- 


publish, but I would glady support 
some governmental system of super- 


a manner as to guarantee the ability 
of any publisher or prospective pub- 
lisher to reach the public.” 

Lewis, pointing out that 92% of 
the U. S. communities have only one 
paper, declared 
| press comes 





in very thin slices to 
people who have no choices in the 
paper they buy.” He urged action 
| to encourage “a multiplicity of pz- 
| pers particularly in monopoly 


now operating.” He 


; also 
syndicated editorials 


for 


rapped 
“dodging 


in general are 
toward the Twenties.” His recom- 
mendations included tax concessions 
|and reduced postal rates for new 


them plenty shmaltz, which should | Wednesdays and Fridays is too good | papers during formative years, and 
appeal to listeners of this type pro-|a setup to ignore on other days of | improved 


or second-class newspaper 
| mailing service for all papers. j 
| “Life of Mother Cabrini,” half- 
| hour dramat piped over WNEW 
| N. Y.. Friday (28) as pitch for cur- 
| rent drive of Catholic Charities. was 
| neatly done and made for good lis- 
| tening. At chronicled the career of 
the Italian emigrant nun recently 
canonized a saint by the Catholic 
Church. Handled in narrative for- 
| mula, it pointed up the accomplish- 
ments of the nun from childhood to 
sainthood. incorporating her strug- 
| gles and ultimate success in estab- 
| lishing orphanages, hospitals and 
| other charitable institutions. 
Edith Atwater gave a_ splendid 

; portrayal of Mother Cabrini. Joan 
| Lazer, child actress, did okay as the 
}nun when a_ youngster. 

Tarplin handled narration 
and Jack Grogan’s 
superb, 


Maurice 
é neatly 
direction 


thoughtful programming in an effort 
to dovetail with the American 
School of the Air broadcasts. While 
the programs class as civic service, 
they are also effective local promo- 
tion, for they have the local name 
appeal for listeners not present in 
the net shows. 

The combination gives the school 
crowd good listening daily at 2 p.m. 


Quin. 





breeziness | 


Huston could do a} 


} 


material | 


YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR 
SCHOOLS 
With Dr. Frederick T. Rope; George 
Gunn, announcer 
Producer-Director: William Marshall 
15 Mins.; Sat., 12 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WIZ, N. ¥. 
This noontime series, as indicated 
by its title, is aimed at pointing up, 
authoritatively and dramatically, 


some of the problems confronting 
parents and educztors and suggest- 
ing actions they might take to help 
solve or alleviate these situations. 
Since mothers at home are the main 
ones this program would reach, it is 
presumably intended to spur_them 
to action through their PTA’s. 
Judged by last Saturday’s (29) 
stanza, second of the series, it is 
effectively keyed to its cim and 
therefore 
programming. 

Program on this occasion tackled 
juvenile delinquency arising from 
children of tenement districts 


| ing no place to play or occupy them- 


lselves constructively outside school 
hours. Joe, one of the “latch-key 
children” whose divorced, working 


| 





| 
} 





| more of them are needed. 


| 
| 





ing their right to publish or not to | 


vising newsprint distribution in such | 


“freedom of the | 


areas, and keep in business those | 


issues” and charged that newspapers | 
“groping backward | 


| 
was | 


mothers hang door keys around 
their necks so the children can let 
themselves in empty rooms or apart- 
ments when they get out of school,- 


was brought in to tell how crowded | 


the playgrounds are znd what the 
kids do for amusement on neighbor- 
hood streets, because there is no 
place else “to go, Joe’s working 
mother asks, “What can I 
“Don’t blame Joe too much,” she 
pleads when he gets into trouble 
thievery and vandalism, growing out 
of his craving of excitement in a 
life of insecurity. There's the prob- 
lem. 
Dr. 
director of the 
Committee and 


N. Y. State Citizens 
special consultant 


to the Public Education Assn., sug- | 
into | 
clubhouses after class hours; let the | 


gests solutions: Turn schools 


kids organize, plan crafts, engage in 


sports using school facilities. All- | 
day “neighborhood schools” are do- | 
ing the job in some districts, but 


be extended and that the state 
crease its financial aid to provide 
playground supervisors ‘and instruc- 
tors, he said. 


the presentation invites listening. 


TURN BACK THE CLOCK 
With Dick Bradley 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 
“Turn Back the Clock,” preeming 
Monday (31) on WNEW, New York 
indie outlet, offered a new twist on 


signed to point up the contrast be- 
tween current band and_=§ vocalist 
styles to those of a nostalgic 10 years 
ago. 

Program should garner more than 
a fair share of listeners inasmuch as 
each dialer can mentally form his 


have changed through the years. On 
opening stanza Bradley teed off to 
the metered tick of a clock. 
took the line that “fashions in musie 
change...“ etc. 


Samples included Perry Como’s 
current “One More Vote” 


| Pull the Wool.” Basically his voice 
| is the same. but the treatment obvi- 
ously has been tailored in the decade 
to fit new trends. Shift to larger 
bands was especially evident in 
Jimmy Dorsey's high-powered ar- 
rangement of “Lover Come Back.” a 
contemporary item, 

As a contrast Bradley turntabled 
Dorsey's 1936 “Hollywood Pastime” 
where he had more or less an 
strumental outfit with two trumpets 
instead of the five trumpets of to- 
day. On the whole it’s a listenable 
half-hour with no odious plugs to 
mar the music save for some insti- 
tutional lines for the Coast Guard 
and the Cancer campaign, 





THE RANDALL PLAYHOUSE 
With Tom McGill, Mike 
David Selva, 


Welch 
Producer-director-adapter: 
Ford Standerman 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WDRC, Hartford 


Combining efforts two local 
schools, the Randall School for 
Dramatics and the Hartford Music 
School. this indie cutting 


Bruce 


of 


Is 


|; perimental student 
| Sample of this group’s work 
recent adaptation of Edgar Allen 
| Poe's “Masque of the Red Death” 
which, despite some rough edges, 
was projected with impressive force. 
Script conformed closely to the 
style of Poe's prototype horror 
short-story, heightening the dramat’'s 
effect by retaining the rhetoric and 
literary flourishes of the original. 
Thesping chores, which were 
handled by student amateurs, showed 
some unevenness in spots but, on 
the whole, surprised by its profes- 
sional calibre. Background music. 
furnished by the Hartford Music 
School orch, was original in con- 
ception and performed with high 
H coinpetence, 


was its 





is laudable public service | 


hav- | 


| 
| the following 





do?”’ | 


Frederick T. Rope. executive | 


The pub- | 
lic Education Assn. recommends they | 
in- | 


Script is concisely constructed and 


a platter program. Jockeyed by Dick | 
Bradley, show was enterprisingly de- | 


own opinions as to how techniques | 


Spiel | 


followed | 
| by the 10-year-old Como “You Can't | 


in- | 


Kellin, | 
Bob Cummiskey, | 
Bill Martin, Libby Adajian, Charles | 


} some | 
| interesting ground in the field of ex- 


programming. | 


BETTY CROCKE aammeiall 
SKER MAGA 

THE AIK ming or 

With Betty Crocker, Win Elliot 

Director: Theodore Corday 

Producer; Arthur Radkey 

20 Mins.; Mon, through Fri, 
a.m. 

GENERAL MILLS 

WIJZ-ABC, N. Y¥, 

(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 
This show is. typical recipe. 
fashion fare for the hausfrau. Shey 
covers the whole range of chit-chat 
from Fifth avenue styles to ways of 
keeping a banana from . 


10:25 





black. Broken up into various aa 
ments fecturing aud participation 
quizzes, interviews and straight 
home-making advice, program man 
ages to move along with pace and 
interest tor those at whom it’s 
| aimed, 
Betty Crocker maintains a g00d 
direct tone in her stint before the 


| mike, but Win Elliot, as emcee gets 
swept zway by his own ebullience 
in describing an indescribable doo. 
| dad on someone's latest Easter bon. 
| net. On the 
| clothes designer 


reviewed — spssion 
Sophie Gimbe} gave 
excellent advice t 
i 0 the 
ladies: the length of the skirt should 














be governed by the shapeliness of 
| the leg. Herm. 
—— Le 


State Dept. . 


Continued from page 23 —— 


| 
} 
| 








can system of broadcasting.” Ap- 
other licensee Walte: Lemmon 
head of Worldwide Broadcasting 
Corp., reiterated his opposition to 
;}any government control of overseas 


| programming ind flew to Washing- 
ton to lobby against the IBF. Similar 
opposition was expressed earlier by 
Commander Eugene MacDor ald, 


head of Zenith Radio Corp., in let- 
ters to all Congressmen and Senae- 
| tors. MacDonald is not a _ shorte 
wave licensee. 


(Benton reminded a 
ence last week that RCA prexy 
David Sarnoff was 100'. behind IBF, 
The other shortwave licervsees, with 
'the exception of Walter 
favor it too, Benton said.) 

15-Man Board 

Briefly, the Benton plan calls for 
creation of a 15-man board whose 
funds must be approprizted by Ccn- 
gress each year. The enabling legis- 
lation provides for raising additional 
revenues through contributions, sale 
of time to and acceptance of pro- 
grams from private agencies. The 
board: members would drawn 
from the fields of com- 
munications, press, education, ete. 


press conier- 


Lemmon, 


be 
business, 


One of the 15 men would be desig- 
nated full-time operating director at 
a salary of $15,000 a year—the same 
as that intended for the head of the 
Atomic Energy Commission. Tue 
others would serve without pay. 
One of the 15 would be the Secre- 
tary of State or his designate. 

The legislation would take short- 
| wave programming completely out 
of the State Dept., a move Benton 
believes will encour.ge “greater 
freedom of action” and help dispél 
“any lingering doubts” abroad that 
shortwave broadcasts are the offi- 
' cial spokesmen of the administration 
|and not the country as a whole. 

Cooperation of private production, 
men and tzlent, he believes, will 
also raise the level of the programs 
over those now prepared exclusively 
| by relatively low-paid government 
employees, 

The State Dept. budget request for 


| its entire information program, !n- 
cluding shortwave. for the fiscal 


|year 1948 is also before Congress. 
State is requesting around $8,000,- 
1000, which includes a request to 
build three relay stations abroad to 
| insure our shortwave signals reach 
their destinations. One would be in 
Manila, another in North Africa and 
a third is planned for an undisclosed 
location. 

Benton stressed that it is “impera- 
tive’ Congress appropriate funds to 
continue shortwive beyond June 30, 
even if it does not authorize IBF 
this session. If elaborate and e€X- 
pensive shortwave equipment is dis- 
mantled, he said it would not be re- 
j activated “short of another major 
crisis—which means another war. 


Oklahoma City — Bob Duane com- 
pletes a circle but with a nev twist 
when he leaves WKY, Oklahoma 
City, to return to WSAL. Cincinnatl, 
April 1. He toiled at the mike “< 
Cincy before going to Chicago to ao 
soap operas. His next stop was 
WKY, where he signed on as 4 
newscaster, But during his four 
year stay he branched out pst 
clude announcing. pianist and a 
sistant program director. 

Back with WSAI, Duane will do & 
one-man show, singing, playing 4? 
talking. The station is rounding up 
key personnel fof an expansion pre 


10 





gram, 
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EYE ANGLO-U, § 


‘Benny Goodman's U.S. Music Post 


Benny Goodman, who hopes to go to Russia next fall to do a series 
of jazz concerts, has been named consulting director of pop music pro- 
shortwaved toward Russia by the U. S. State Department 


rams being \ 
etter weeks of negotiations. 


Goodman’s chore will consist of overseeing the selection of recorded 
music for a six-times weekly broadcast. He and his aides will also 
de a daily script. To debut the programs, Goodman will do a live 
show—in Russian. He’s being taught the necessary words in Holly- 
wood in preparation for the opening show on April 14. 

Geodman’s selection of music for use on the airer will. presumably, 
follow closely the tastes of Russian listeners 
had sufficient reaction to their shows to know that Red music-lovers 


prov! 


want medium jazz with a dancing 


of musician. 


understand deep jazz of the sort developed by the Eddie Condon type 


State Department has 


beat. They do not like and do not 








Ted Weems’ recording of “Heart- 
aches,” which actually is the first 
disk made by an orchestra to hit top 
popularity brackets in quite a while, 
as positive proof that the market for 
bands is still alive. Despite the 
lethargic reaction displayed at the 
b.o. toward the band business in re- 





cent months (a state of affairs, inci- 
dentally, not confined to just bands), 
they feel that the success of the 
Weems disk despite its age, indicates 
beyond any doubt that the public 
is as eager as ever for something 
“new” and different from what they 
have been served since the start of 
the war and its resultant lack of 
new names, 

While the Weems disk was made 
years ago, that fact is widely known 
in the trade only. Band agencies, 
Leeds Music, which published 
“Heartaches,” and others who might 
be expected to answer questions 
from the public, have been queried 
consistently since the disk hit the 
top, on various aspects of the tune 


and the Weems band. This indicates | 


to them that a goodly portion of the 
public feels that Weems is “new” 
and if it can happen with him it can 
happen with any one of the numer- 
ous comparatively unknown names 
struggling to get a postwar start in 
the band business. All one needs is 
a hit disk, but few of the major re- 
cording companies are held to be 
aggressive enough in so far as new 
band talent to devote nfuch time in 
that direction. 

Bookers and band buyers also 
have a theory on the progress of 
new bands, incidentally, which seems 
to hold water. They point out that 
too many of the very top bands, 

almost all have gone about 
lowering operating costs, are still 
asking wartime prices. And paying 
them, which is a necessity because 
only the top names are doing any 
sort of business currently, 
that booking openings for young 
are fewer and their progress 
: ed. In order to pay the top out- 
ts, operators cannot take too many 
chances with medium - priced, 
medium-draw bands. 
. To complete the vicious circle, the 
— noted toward even the top 
He gy is dwe to the fact that they 
wae been around too long, are not 
Mee progressive and consequently 
become old hat to too many 


Teartaches Points Up B.0. Awareness 
For Something ‘New in Band Field 


Some bandsmen are pointing to¢ 


means 





British Beryl Davis 
Signed by Victor 


Beryl Davis, English singer, 
brought to the U. S. some weeks 
ago by Willard Alexander, has been 
signed to an RCA-Victor recording | 
contract. She'll get a Victor buildup | 
to coincide with radio work, which | 
so far has consisted of guest shots | 
with Bob Hope and forthcoming | 
dates on the Lucky Strike “Hit Pa- | 
rade.’ She came to attention in 
England via working with the Glenn 
Miller Air Force orchestra. 

Miss Davis’ first disk session for | 
| Victor will be done in Hollywood 
| next week. Eli Oberstein, head of 
| Victor’s artists and repertoire divi- 














sion, leaves for the Coast Friday 
(4) to wax her and other RCA 
artists, including Freddy Martin, 
Phil Harris, Desi Arnaz and Tony 
Martin, latter also doing his first 
Victor sides after switching from 
Mercury. Oberstein will be west 
about 10 days. 


' 
! 





Starr Fails To 
Take Over Spot 
On ASCAP Unit 


Herman Starr, head of the Warner 
Bros. publishing group, encompass- 
ing the Harms, Witmark and Remick 
catalogs, did not take over as head 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers pub- 
plishers’ classification committee last 
week, as had been expected. He 
was to have replaced Gus Schirmer 
as chairman of the committee, com- 
posed of the publisher members of 
ASCAP, but, supposedly, because 
news of the changeover leaked out 
in advance, Starr did not assume 
the spot. Schirmer stays in the post. 

Schirmer had resigned the spot 
the previous week, presumably be- 
cause of dissension within the com- 
mittee over Starr's demand for in- 
creased availability ratings for his 
own firms. Starr’s demands are 


i chiefs of 





Sate Aided nue 


based on the theory that so many 
raises have been distributed to es- 
tablished firms, plus those points 
given new members of ASCAP, that 
the financial per-point value of his 


but wovers. New names are needed, 

pe: A ¥ cannot get through. If one 

Ste felt, the public is there. 
eems disk proves that. 





CHI firm was steadily dwindling. He 
CAFE OPS ASSN wants raises to make it up. At 
: : the moment, Harms is the most 


powerful catalog within the society. 
being rated at 11,000 points, ex- 
actly double its nearest competitor. 





NIXES BMI CONTRACT 


Chicago, April 1. 
_prough one of its board members | 
ph Jansen, operator 








Iva he of the . 
Broadeasyad,,tiready signed» | Large Music Clan In 
members of the Chicago Cafe Op- | , 
p- | 
= Assn, flatly refused as a/| Hegira to the Coast 
pecle or as individuals to sign BMI| Next month will see an wnusua 
They felt that in view of in-| number of recording, orchestra and 
revert OPerating costs and reduced | music publishing people on the Coast 
enue that payment of a fee to|on business or on vacation. Quick 


Would be overloading. look at the list expecting to head 
] owever, the CCOA is not over- | westward within the next week or 
and Mii Says Thomas Rosenberg |two gives the impression the — 
neys, — T. Raynor, CCOA attor- | will be the hub of things in Apri w 
feel th . value of BMI music. They | Those heading out lado rs 
ally wil the org’s members eventu- | Oberstein, Don Haynes. Lou ~ . 
usin! sign BMI agreements when | ling, Mike Nidorf, Cork O'Keefe, 
J - warrants, | Michael Vallon, Joe Higgins, Georgie 
Type signing with BMI was | Joy. Tommy Valando, Joe Shribmen, 
costes solely, on. extremely low | John Griffin, Sandor Porges, Rocco 
Aime. 'Voeco and others. 





DRITI 
GUNG 


UNIL 
DER 


London, 








LAN 


April 1 


England's musicians union may be | 
paving the way for the eventual ex- 
cnange of orchestras with the U. S. 


and other countries. Execs of the 
organization began serious discus- 
sions last week of the problem and 


if they arrive at any definite ideas. ; 


subsequent conferences. with 
the 
of Musicians might work out to the 
point where the long-heralded in- 
terchange of orchestras and musi- 
cians would become a reality. 

England has always been inter- 
ested in U. S. musical styles, a factor 
pointed up by the tremendous local 
success experienced by the U. S. 
Army Air Force orchestra under the 
late Major Glenn Miller and the 
Navy band under Sam Donahue 
during the war. It was felt then 
that the way would be 
U. S. bands to work here, but re- 
strictive rules by both the English 
and U. S. unions have so far made 
it impossible for outstanding or- 
chestras of either country to work 
the other as a unit. It is possible 
for individual leaders to go abroad 
and surround themselves with local 
musicians, but that has never been 
a very attractive prospect on either 
side, 


the 





‘$10,000,000 Acctg. 


Asked by Salter 
Of Col. Concerts 


An action for an accounting of 
well over $10,000,000 was started 
against Columbia Concerts and its 
ldirectors in N. Y. Supreme Court 
jlast week by Jack Salter, former 
vicepresident and still a stockholder, 
who claimed misapplication of as- 
sets and other faults. Columbia 
Concerts, calling the charges “wholly 
fanciful and _ irresponsible,” took 
prompt action throtgh its attorneys, 

Salter, as part of the Evans & 
Salter division of the Columbia com- 
bine, was an officer of the corpora- 
tion from 1930 through 1944 and a 
director through 1945. He had a 
nervous breakdown in 1943 and is 
now on the Coast. He had to quit 
Columbia early in 43, but firm paid 
him full salary all that year. Their 
offer to pay him one-third salary 
during 1944, despite his absence, was 
rejected by Salter as insufficient, ac- 
cording to Columbia. 

Salter complained that Columbia 
“wasted” its assets over Many years. 
His specific charges include transac- 
tions that occurred 10 or 15 years 
ago, such as Columbia’s discontin- 
uance in 1931 of the Judson Radio 
Program Corp., which handled a 
radio program and_ transcription 
| business; failure to collect a claim 
j}against a former employee who 
went bankrupt; increases in salaries 
to employees; repurchase by the 
|company of some of its own stock, 
| ete. 
| Salter claimed that $10,000,000 was 
lost alone in discontinuance of the 
‘Judson Radio Program Corp., and 
lthat Arthur Judson, Columbia's 
prez, took stock in Columbia Broad- 
casting System in consideration for 
lthe discontinuance. 
| Columbia maintains that most of 
‘the allegations made by Salter 
leither never occurred or took place 
lin the natural course of business. In 
aes radio business discontinuance 








\charge, involving CBS, it points out | 


that Judson was one of the founders 
of CBS and is still a stockholder. 
| Columbia directors involved are: 


|Arthur Judson, Francis C. Cop- 
|picus, Lawrence Evans, Arthur L. 
‘Wisner, Frederick C. Schang, Jr., 


Ward French, Andre Mertens, Ruth 
M. O'Neill, Horace J. Parmalee and 
Ralph F. Colin. Directors issued 
statement saying: “Although we have 
i'been advised that we could dismiss 
'Mr Salter’s complaint, we have fol- 
llowed the somewhat unusual course 
of ourselves placing the case on the 
calendar for trial.” Sal’er is repre; 
sented by Morse B. Hirsch. 


ORCH 


EXCHANGE 








American Federation | 


opened for | 








BVC Sale Cold? 


between Metro 
and 20th Century-Fox ‘(Robbins 
Music pool) and the Bregman, 
Vocco & Conn music firm now 
look celd. 


BVC had asked $750,000 for 
49% of the firm, or $1,250,000 for 
an outright buy plus 10-year 
employment contracts for three 
partners. 


Negotiations 








Vs. Loew's in 1506 


Papers were served last week on 
Loew’s, Inc., and Metro in the suit 


by Domenico Savino, minority 
stockholder in the Big 3 (Robbins) 
music publishing group owned by 


Loew’s, over the latter’s purchase 
last year of the Variety Music Co. 
from Metro producer Arthur Freed 
for $150,000—paid out of Big 3 sur- 
plus. Papers in the suit had been 
dispatched to the New York Secre- 
tary of State some weeks ago and, 
in turn; Loew’s and [Ietro 
served by his office last week. 


were 


and Metro bought from Freed for 
$200,000 the Variety catalog after he 
had bought it for $30,000 as the Wal- 
ter Jacobs catalog. 


(Actually the price paid Freed was 


was acquired from Freed, the value 
of the catalog may 
hanced since his acquisition of it as 
the Walter Jacobs firm). 


Savino asks the court to cancel 
the deal with Freed and force a re- 
fund of the entire amount to Rob- 
bins, or to fix a real value on the 
Variety firm, and the excess re- 
turned, thus making funds available 
for the payment of dividends to 
stockholders. Savino’s action was 
based on the failure of Robbins to 
declare a dividend to stockholders 
for the first time in several years, 
which he attributed to the use of 
Robbins money for a purpose for 
which Loew’s money only should 
have been responsible. 

It may well be that Metro will de- 
cide to cancel the entire Freed-Va- 
riety Music deal if it’s complicated 
by these technicalities. 


Little Jack Little Now 





Little Jack Little, once one of the 
country’s top maestros, becomes a 
disk jockey as of next Monday (7) 
on the new WEAM, Arlington, Va. 
He starts off with a four-hour per 
day stint, a goodly portion of it spon- 





sored, interspersing recordings with 
|his own piano and vocal contribu- 
‘tions, Latter will be tied up in vari- 
;ous ways with the disks he plays. 

Little has been working and living 
,in the Washington, D, C., area for 
| several years, heading small combos 


at local hotels, etc. 





Music for Cancer 


Seattle, April 1. 

| Seattle local of the American 
'Federation of Musicians has sched- 
}uled an eight-band dance for April 7 
iat the Civic Aud as its contribution 
‘to the April fund-raising campaign 
‘of the American Cancer Society. 

Affair, which will feature bands of 
Bob Harvey, Morrie Morrison, Curt 
Sykes, Paul Tutmare, Gordon 
Greene, Jackie Souders,.Ward Cole,. 


Savino Suit Filed 


Freed Sale of Co. 


In his action, Savino cites Loew's 


$150,000—not $200,000—and when it 


have been en- |! 


Paine Cites $6,000,000 From Radio 
In 1946-—One Reason ASCAP Wont 
Seek Higher Rate in New Contract 


John G. Paine, general manager of 
the Ameriean Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers, speaking 
|before the Society’s annual mem- 
| bership meeting in New York last 
Thursday (27), breke down the 
source of the organization's 1946 in- 
come of $9,900,000. In doing s0, 
Paine made it quite plain why 
ASCAP is asking no increase from 
radio interests in the new centract 
on which the two factions are now 
meeting, and also why radio, during 
its 1941 battle with ASCAP, pointed 
at the Society’s collections from the 
film industry with the feeling that it 
was paying a disproportionate share 
1of the overall ineome. 

Paine pointed out that ASCAP 
took in $6,000,000 from radie in 1946, 
| the highest amount it had ever 
jearned from that source—even be- 
fore the square-off of °41, when the 
percentage take ef radio billings was 
higher. Theatre seat tax revenue, 4t 
| wae cited by Paine, returned to the 
Society a total of $1,300,000 in com- 
parison and seemingly makes it clear 
why the Seciety is setting out on a 
campaign to increase this revenue. 
Remainder of the income was de- 


| 
} 
| 








rived from niteries, colleges, ball- 
rooms, classical music, ete. Ap- 
proximately $7,500,000 of the total 


was distributed to writer and pub- 
lisher members, the remainder heki 
for foreign distribution, administra- 
tion expenses, etc. 

Deems Taylor, president, pointed 
out that 65 new writers were ad- 
mitted to ASCAP last year along 
with 23 new publishers, bringing the 
totals up to 1,850 and 301, respec- 
tively. 

“Pinky” Herman, a_ consistent 
thorn in the sides of ASCAP execs 
and board members with his “re- 
' forms,” who this year was defeated 
jas a candidate for a position on the 
|board, denounced ASCAP’s frown- 
|ing attitude toward writer members 
who attempt to do business with the 
rival Broadcast Music. Inc. At the 
| Same time, he pointed out, the Soci- 
ety ignores 
ASCAP pubs also operate firms af- 
filiated with BMI, 

Society’s annual dinner the same 
evening, at the Ritz-Carlton hotel, 
was marked by the largest turnout 
of radio network heads and attor- 
neys ever to attend an annual 
ASCAP dinner, headed by Brig. Gen. 
David A. Sarnoff. 

Dinner was marked by the usual 
entertainment and no speeches. 


DEATH DOESN'T ALTER 
~ MANTLE OF THE CHIEF 


Feeling by various individuals 
against the late President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt is creating a barrier 
for the new Monarch Record com- 
| pany in marketing a new children’s 
| album written around FDR's pet 
scotty, Fala. Book, containing four 











the fact that some. 


Disk-Jockeying In Va.) disks,’ is titied “Sketches of Fala,” 


|is dedicated to Mr. Roosevelt and 





contains material on his relations 
with the dog, and for this reason 
anti-Roosevelt partisans operating 
wholesale and retail record dis- 
tributing points have been quite 
adamant in their refusa) to handle 
the album. 

Only store in N. Y. carrying it is 
Gimbel’s. Perhaps the largest chain 
making it available is Grinnell's, a 
40-store string. 

Several years ago Columbia Rec- 


| ords issued an album of European 





and Frankie Roth, has been okayed,. 


yy James C. Petrillo, AEM president 


tunes, accompanied by a booklet 
commentary by an outstanding con- 
ductor who cited one of the melo- 
dies as Hitler’s favorite. So sharp 
was the reaction of buyers that Co- 
lumbia hurriedly removed all the 
booklets from albums already on 
the shelves of dealers. 





BILL LANGE’S OWN ORC 
Toledo, April 1. 
Drummer Bill Lange, formerly 
with Ray Heatherton, Al Trace and 
Milt Britton, bas formed ,his own 
band and is -current at, the Plaza 
Gardens were. é 


> 
. 
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Lo c al 47 Ga 5 Ex-Aide Seeks to Follow 10 Best Sheet Sellers [Paramount Cracks Col Finian In 
§ Porges to Capitol But Col. | 0c sce Down on Pub Jumping ™ 
org 0 pl 0 0 Anniversary Song......... Mood 
Heartaches ...... Sieh «ae Leeds G C b Fil 
Chatty Desi Arnaz Sez No Can Do on Release) Gisccs® Morva...0.... Chawtora un on Crosby Film Is ccor 
Feeling between Columbia and mo sre reeeeeoeees panes, °* > 4 Tremendous success of the “An- 
‘ uilty Ve vi els Ns So het wees preggo on Pe e 
Hollywood, April 1. Capitol Records companies which} + ene Nicaragua Encore on ersary Song.” based on a waltz — = + -pemae tecords 
: ie a. t ; rere ¢ me 0% ees . rae "et : : , Nally pacted wit > 
American Federation of Musicians | became a bit strained a fev’ weeks! It's a Good Day.......... Capitol melody in public domain, with a William Katzell, Awl cage Re 
| : ie > rie , ~ « . ; LAR ~ « cer 
Local 47 cracked down on maestro. ago when the latter snagged Colum- I'll Close My Eyes. ..Maurice new lyric by Saul Chaplin, seems | jon’s Rainbow,” current Bei ‘Fin. 
. , a : nade | For Sentimental Reasons. .Leeds to have put many publishers on the |. “ roadway 
Desi Arnaz last week for chattering bia’s Sandor Porges to head and de- | You Can't See S Simon alert for a follow up, even to the hit musical, after weeks of bicker. 
ou Can't See Sun .Simo | aler i -up, > 
with friends instead, of conducting | velop Capitol’s new _ international . i extent of getting in on someone ing ree dickering with the Show's 
his band at the Avodon Ballroom.! division, is being stretched a bit | Second 10 |else’s idea. Paramount Pictures, aaent ne aPuponacad — Logan), Col, 
Local warned Arnaz that his contract | tauter by the efforts of Columbia } Sonata Oxford | Burke-Van Heusen and Bing Crosby Frere tae Initial + ane ad with the 
: - _ " 48 - ‘ .. . ie - ; . ~ « « .* r = aia are . niet mane . be c 5 Ssion wi s . 
called for a stipulated time on the conductor Bill Gale to follow Bless You Shapiro-B interests were forced to crack dow _ ducted Sunday (30) in N ee 
bandstand and that he was to stay : ; : aes ’ oe last week on a New York publisher : : . In N. Y., and at 
- te , , os an oft rs 4 Porges Gale. one of Porges’ as- April Showers Witmark sonentetas t tsi the am i least two more are scheduled for 
nere am ake “ez “Ts " r OW > = ’ r . > ae Se } > gun 1 ¢« 
4 : He oP ioe on lino ba [ satenate “dusiadt the jniter’s 96. sears on nett gua Santly-Joy aniiaath earns Ae “Tm neror’s this week to complete the iob 
. , =e — pro ete ™ : Old Lamplighter Shapiro-B es a ‘ + 
the Avodon’s management with Columbia, has a contract hold- sae a , Fei ‘ Waltz.” included in Crosby’s film of h pit nego eso at le disking, 
‘ ‘ . tA, = cos c ae . —— = . » s O ver, ay 2e elk u by :; 
Avodon complained that Arnaz ing him to the latter. Capitol, nev Thank Your Folks Oxford “a same name for Par. Melody | throat condition hampe : fF 
" missing , > te if , ; . . NI e enter . Sins aiso p.a “ : . Ing Miss 
was missing whole sets. Union ertheless, is making a pitch for him. No Greater Love pe ert The ub—Edwards Music—knew , 4088n. Columbia wants her to stay 
directly laid down law to leader, . . asked Col bia for ; Roses In Rain Barton | . | AP a 5 . hee Out of the show a couple — 
atlases > tes “eee ears ae Gale has asked Columbia for a i he as ha lof the tune’s inclusion in Crosby's ol i uple of dave 
pointi: out that ballroom’s pact That’s Where I Came In. Robbins ind rest. ; : 
- er ’ eet ‘elease and can’t get it. He has been Sta | film, with a lyric written by Johnny ind rest, and she may do so 
called for Arnaz to supply music !' release and cant get it. me has » ——_—_—— | 4 ‘ , if * the B i ‘ Columbia's deal with Sab 
; . " ’ > rive. ( mmMvV . ‘ Ox hnSOon ar 
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. and that he| threatened with a _ breach-of-con- be _ cou a Nye aaa oo + Ce Katzell calls for a guarante: : ye 
me , r . . “ 1. se iac ; ’ n eusen writing eam 1aer . met “Cc and a 
was expected to be wielding the! tract suit if he tries to jump Colum- | iT h Wid A A a. royalty to them in r : , 
: Nat . ‘dwards -re- Yar return for . 
baton constantly, except for inter-| bia’s hold. An arranger and con- | 1S er ] Ow gain | contract to i ' Edwards, om re they're producing the cart peli 
. ° . . . o ‘as . f « isk. 
missions. It was noticeable that, ductor, Gale turns out disks de-| | F Cc t | fC fore, pre ao ably pee « to ca ‘ we ing. Royalty deals with prin b. sk 
Arnaz obeyed scrupulously last days | signed for various foreign outlets | n u on ro 0 0. on the film oa expioita a of he it's claimed. are up to the areca 
of stand, which concluded Sunday | under assumed names to fit the} it ° a a out a semgeetnn “a enh Prior to the drawn-out nec imtoo 
(30). | country at which disk is aimed. | W h Ob t S | also with a moaern ityric e usec ; « : : -OUlATIONS 
. I ers ein a € a shot of Bing Crosby on a piano with Columbia, the producers had 
i : — Eli Oberstein has sold his interest | copy and included in the billing a wrny on the verge of closing a deal 
e BN ig ‘a Rr ual in the Fred Fisher Music Co., put- | notation that the tune was in Par's with Decca Records However, 
<4) re: ah al i ting the firm again completely in| film, “Emperor.” Pa subsequently ects didn't care too much for pay- 
rs oo? ; jumped on the pub and forced it to | 15 the producers a royalty, and the 
the wana of the songwriter-pub- relinquish the film notation, and agreement fell through 
lisher S widow. Oberstein, who runs | Crosby forced the elimination of his ee — es 
ao eata we and Py ele division | photo from the copies 
| of RCA-Victor, had held a half in- 4s a result of Edwards’ move. 
| terest in the firm since 1940. Amount | which had been made known to TOP HITS t) YESTERDAY 
a he took for his holdings is undis- bbers ? sing force : 
\ 8 jobbers, BVH is being forced to 
fs Hit Tunes for April closed —— 
ny osed. start work on the tune sooner than 
{On Records) pret Fisher catalog was recently en-/| it anticipated. Film won't be re- ¢ R E A af P 1) b U LA R 
"ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS nh | hanced by the addition of the copy- ! leased until next fall 
(Marks) | right to “Dardanella.” It originally — eondlaaiesl STANDARDS TODAY 
\ Dick Haymes—Dec. 23731 © Desi Arnaz—Vic. 20-2052 was owned by Mills. but Mrs. Fisher Larry Carr, former CBS singer, 
\ Hal Derwin—Cap. 336 © Herb Kern-Lloyd Sloop—Tempo 984 acquired the standard upon renewal | joined Elliet Lawrence orchestra as se ata tee 
i Hal Winters—Apollo 1034 © Tommy Tucker—Col. 37339 \ of copyright. vocalist. ' ” . 
i ° WW St ie rom the Charles R. 
Don Alfredo—Pan.-Amer. 076 ® Larry Douglas—Sig. 15085 hu Charles R. Rogers Production 


BEST MAN, THE (Vanguard) 


Les Brown—Col. 37086 © King Cole Trio—Cap. 304 
Romo Vincent—Dec. 23749 ® Sunny Skylar—Mercury 5004 


FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS (duchess) 





a Eddy Howard—Maj. 1071 © Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-1981 
\ oie Ella Fitzgerald—Dec. 23670 ® Dinah Shore—Col. 37188 


King Cole Trio—Cop. 304 © Art Kassel—Vogue 781 
Fran Warren—Cosmo 514 ® Brown Dots—Manor 104T 


Skip Strahi—Emerald 106 
" ILLUSION 


(Pemora) 








as 
g Hal Winters-Jose Morand—Apollo 1034 © Don Jose—Gotham 3003 oo 


Xavier Cugat—Col. 37319 © Bobby Doyle—Sig. 


John Paris—Vic.* ' 


# IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 


Tex Beneke—Vic. 20-2123 ® Hal Derwin—Cap. 377 , 
Paty Buddy Clark—Col. 37302 ° 


Mog IT TAKES TIME (orden) y 


Benny Goodmon—Cap. 376 ® Louis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2228 
Doris Day—Col.* © Guy Lombardo—Vic.* 


MANAGUA, NICARAGUA Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2026 © Guy Lombardo—Dec. 23782 
Kay Kyser—Col. 37214 © Gordon Trio—Sonora 3032 
Two Ton Baker—Mercury 5016 © Dick Peterson—Enterprise 251 
my Julie Conway—Sig. 15086 © Jose Curbelo—Vic 26-9015 


bal MY ADOBE HACIENDA (Peer) 


Billy Williams—Vic. 20-2150 © Kenny Boker—Dec. 23846 
Eddy Howord—Maj. 1117 © Esquire Trio—Rhapsody 102 
Jack Mclean—Coast 8001 ® Bobby True—Mercury 3057 
Coffman Sisters—Ent. 147. © Hammondairs—Mars 1037 
Lovise Massey—Col.* © Dinning Sisters—Cap.* 
Art -Kassel—Vogue 785 


g OPEN THE DOOR, RICHARD (Duchess) 


Three Flames—Col. 37268 ® Count Basie—Vic. 20-2127 
Jack McVea—B & W792 © Bill Samuels—Mercury 8029 
Lovis Jordan—Dec. 23841 © Charlie Spivak—Vic.* 
Sid Catlett—Manor 1058 ® Pied Pipers—Cap. 369 
Dusty Fletcher—Nat. 4012 © “lips” Page—Ap. 1041 
Charioteers—Col. 37240 © Merry Macs—Maj. 1112 


THAT’S HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU (vogue) 
Bing Crosby—Dec. 23840 © Frank Sinatra—Col. 37231 
Louis Prima—Moaj. 2107 © Eddy Arnold—Vic. 20-1948 
Alvino Rey—Cap. 363 © Wally Fowler—Merc. 6031 
Fred Kirby—Sonora 7023 © Red Foley—Dec. 46028 


UNLESS IT CAN HAPPEN WITH YOU 


i (Stevens) 
ae Three Suns—Vic. 20-2197 © Frankie Carle—Col. 37311 
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Russell—Cap.* ©® Lawrence Welk—Dec.* 
Blue Barron—MGM* 
sohnny lLong—Sig.* © The Starlighters—Merc.* 


. WE COULD MAKE SUCH 
iad BEAUTIFUL MUSIC (smi) 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2095 © Frankie Carle—Col. 37222 
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i ltt Monica Lewis—Sig. 15068 © George Towne—Sonora 2002 
~* re Billy Butterfield--Cap. 371 © Blue Barron—N-G-M 10005 
Ha i YES, YES, HONEY (chk ise) 
7 Danny Ryan—Diamond 2062 © Stardusters—Swan 3002 


‘a ort dies Gene Krupa—Col.* 
ia” * Soon to b= +leased 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC, 


: a S60 FIFTH AVENUE ~+ NEW YORK 19.N. Y 
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“THE FABULOUS DORSEYS" | 


AT 
SUNDOWN 


: Words and music by 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


Hereunder are the top 31 songs of the week, compiled by the Audience | 
| Coverage Index Survey Music Broadcast over NBC, CBS, ABC and | 
Mutual networks, based in New York on tabulations by Accurate Reporting 
Service. Published bu Office of Research. Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
Director. ' 
Week of March 21-27- 
Place, Girl’ 


Survey 


| 
1947 | 
A Gal in Calico—;“ 


Time, temick 


A Rainy Night In Rio—7“Time, Place, Girl” .Witmark Walter Donaldson 
Anniversary Song—**Jolson Story” .. Mood . , 
Cr OReele Ce EO eos ev ous daees .E. B. Marks | 

April Showers-—*“Jolson Story” .. Harms 

Egg and I—*“Egg and I” ..Miller 

Aone You For Sentiment: i Reasons ‘ne ss The Newest, Fastest Growing 
PEARS St ht Lire dt kn 352s Sa | Revive! Het 

How Are Things in Gloce a Morra—*"Finian’s Rainbow”....,Crawford 

I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe-..............44.: BVC S \} 6 A ‘i 

I Gotta Gal 1 Love—;“Ladies Man” .Famous 


If I Had My Life To g.ive Over ..General 


Werds by Sidney Mitchell end 







































































Ee wae ata e—*“Finian’s Rainbow" i oe eS ae ee 2 i we | Fdne Alexander 
EE I aS eck: oben Rake on aeadin CL ROE ees Ga . ..+-Maurice wt Macee Pi 
It Might Have Been a Different Story. peackea ered C-P Bes Musie by ena 
a ee Re ...- Capitol | 
Let’s Go Back and Kiss the Girls Good- Night ‘Again. 52 oi Stept 
Sh URNS ts che deta aa des < behdeik $0.08 "6 Dia ep A ate pe! Morris ne 
SE titled +i oh ul o6-0.6 Gh tvtieneesonantbabins Vee ciwke cakan Feist rot ay ni 
Managua Nicaragua....... ..... ..... . e+. encore peice’, dealt 
NE I os awk oak Ferke a tem oie e cite Triangle —_ pad 
I oe oa od ck ieee bodes) Olas on, ant Southern r¢ 
ee eR RN Fs 5. ks --6-dis.s Fas eh cden on... ... Worle 
Oh, But | Do—;“Time, Place, Girl’....... ....Witmark 
nT SUN BROILED, 5550 scm foe Biiring bceu,'o. 4.0 eca.psnd 095 . Robbins 
SN Fg Pe le Di ee ate aw an Advanced 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music. ee OOF ohne ase —_— 
What Am I Gonna Do About You?—; “Ladies Man” So mab ..Paramount 
r Yuu Can't See Sun When You're Ceving i . «+. Simeon Linds: 
me sa eenveye Me the Gre 1 LOVES... ois icc on Ow iis cc vnn, Sinatra a 
Remaining 19 songs of the week, which did not have enough performance if you want to know 
credits to rdie inclusion in the first 30. ; “a ° ’ 
ee ee a ..T. B. Harms How t h mn g s we = 
Beware Nhl Si eR atl etd Feist | Glocca Morra” listen to 
ess You she OA. Oe on 8 .. Shapiro-B 
Girl That I Marry— : “Annie Get Your Gun” Berlin BUDDY CLARK’S Co- 
CC EPEAT Hudson ° ber 
I Tipped My Hat and Slow ly Rode Awa ay i} spaicie Robbins lumbia Record num 
Wee Oe, NOI WUE FIN died. oc eee donk. nn. Oxford 
Se NI Si Piribe diiue ite vee hciss dx onit. , Santly-Joy 37223. 
Life Can Be Beautiful—+' ‘Sm: ashup” hve ste - aphSe va.agethoued vice 4 Melrose _ 
My Heart Goes Crazy—i"“My Heart Goes Crazy’ ‘ .. Burke-VH e 
Oh Why Did | Ever Leave Wyoming?.... ......... Feist 
eM MUNN issn «wah UMte ta dicme’s , oFASS ds < 0h: . Barton j — 
September Song--**Knickerboc ker a ae ... Crawford — 
OUGED Fives edes ..Oxford 
| | Sunday Kind Of Love ee oy ee ee ‘ais TOP LYRIC WRITER 
To Me—*“Fabulous Derseys” .. Dorsey Bros 
| What Good Would the Moon Be Gheoalt . a SEEKS 
| Would You Believe Me ene Remick 
| Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah—i"Song of South”................ .Santly-Joy TOP COMPOSER 
+ Filmusical, * Legit Musical. MU 3 4 
‘a és 
. . * > 
Bill William 
lams Ist Roundup Greot Song for Your Spring-Summer Are wags 
Billy Williams, former vocalist 


' and Music Machine 
with Sammy Kaye and who has been 
doing western tunes 
RCA-Victor 
by Columbia Pictures last week. 
| He'll be used in western films 
Williams starts his first pic in 
|Hollywood April 11. Its called 
i“Smoky River Serenade.” 


as a single for 


ever since, was signed 


ByTon.my Tucker, C. W. Hall and George Dytfy 


GEORGEOFF MUSIC PUBLISHING co 
! 1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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Bands 


* ,,.New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)... 
uck Foe llc, Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)............ 1 


« Edwards..+ Commodore (400; $1 


‘ohny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)...... 


at Hotel B.O.’s 


Hotel 
an*... Waldorf (400; RS 
Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 7 


C 
Fecke Past P sewed 
layed eck On Date 
ebsbeve. we 2,425 59.600 
1975 14975 
ioatena 1.225 18.425 
1.500 1.500 
a 825 2,125 
Fors 750 20,325 


Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Tito Guizar, Fred & Elaine 


parry; Ice Revue at New Yorker. 





Chicago 


Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 650; $3.50 min.). Proving 


steady draw with substantial 4,000, 


Joseph Su 


_ weems (College Inn, Sherman 


Weems fair 4,400. 


dy (Walnut Room, Bismarck; 465; $2-$2.50 min.). Increase to 


* 900: $2-$3 50 min.) Ice show and 


—— 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900: $1-$1.50) 
Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Sp endid 2.900 Taos, 
2,800 covers, 


Fine 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Holding firm at 3.800. 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.), Next to last week brisk 4.900. 


Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). 


Ted Lewis: sluffed off to 3,800. 
George Olsen (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 
Lent, with 16,500. 


Benny Strong (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


of weakening with tepid 15,000. 


Lent finally caught up with 
adm.). Keeping good pace, despite 


South side spot showed signs 





(Los Angeles) 


Deony Beckner and Jack Barrows 


(Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 5th wk). 


Two orchs drew very solid 6,000 as adjacent rival, Tommy Dorsey's Casino 
Gardens switched to weekend only policy with Bobby Byrne. 


Xavier Cugat (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood, 5th wk). 


Slick 2,700 tabs. 


Les Brown (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 2d wk). Tapered a bit after smash 


initial frame, but still elegant 18,000 admishes. 





Michaud Easts 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Arthur Michaud trained out over 
weekend for three weeks in east. 
En route to-N, Y., he’ll pause in 
Chicago, for opening tomorrow 
(Wed.) of Buddy Moreno’s new or- 





Primarily taking Michaud to 
Gotham is possible deal he hopes to ; 
swing on new network é¢ommercial 
for Tommy Dorsey. 





Bernstein to Europe 

Leonard Bernstein will conduct 
the opening concert of the World 
Film Festival in Brussels this spring. 
Young maestro leaves N, Y., April 
9, for two months abroad, to conduct 
at Prague International Music Fes- 
tival; in Paris, and in Holland. He'll 
also baton eight concerts in Pales- 
tine. 


He'll be back to conduct at 
Lewisohn Stadium, June 23. 


N. Y. 











Warwick-Jaeger Get 
Radio Stars-on-Record 





Albums on the Market 


Afier being in the works for over 
six months, Audience Records is 
slated to begin national distribution 
of its series of comedy albums fea- | 
turing top Hollywood names on 
April 28. Among the talent partici- 





pating in the deal on a cooperative, 


tor, Amos ‘n’ Andy ‘(Freeman 





Musicraft Discussing Takeover 


Deals With Gwirtz, Moe Siegel, Goetz 





Forster Denies Sellout 
Discussion With Dreyer 


F. J. A. (Fred Forster, the Chicago | 


music publisher, states he has had 





| Benny, Edgar Bergen, George Burns |!08, nor does he intend to sell out. 

& Gracie Allen. Fibbs McGee & | Dreyer likewise states that if, as 

|Molly, and Ed “Archie” Gardner ;4%d when he goes into pub business 

| ¢ Duffy's Tavern”) for himself (with Frankie Carle, and 
Series of albums. consisting of others, Paes epersen)) are odin 

| eight sides and retailing at $4.50, are ‘ ~~ ~ hong ee 

| Waxings of original performances by ASLAP pucieus. 

jeach of the artists. Disks, however. | ated 

jare patterned after the radio rou- | 

jtines and format of each comedy SPIKE JONES SOUGHT 

star and studio audiences are part 


of the recording sessions. H. Paul | 
Warwick (& Legler), agency which 
handles Cantor, heads the recording | 
outfit which is otherwise dissociated | 
from Warwick & Legler. Pete Jae- | 
ger is company veepee and T. New- | 
{man Lawler (O'Brien, Driscoll, 
|Raftery & Lawler) is attorney and 
; Secretary, 





Known as 
bums 


Top-Ten Records. al- 
first series of non- 
| musical albums to be given national 
‘rack distribution. Monitor has been 
pacted to handle distribution through 
its 1,000 outlets while Apollo Rec- 
|ords will press the platters at their 
jtwo eastern plants. Life mag _ is 
scheduled to run a Story about Audi- 
ence Records in its June 6 issue. 


In a move to avoid royalty and 
‘union complications, AR has put a 
ban on the right of radio stations 
and jukeboxes to play these records 
for commercial purposes. Negotia- 
tions are currently underway for 
introduction of the albums in Eng- 
land and the continent for general 
| sale, 


will be 


Bud Gately has been appointed 
| professional manager of Criterion 
fogs Corp., Olin Schottler will be 
in charge of commercial programs. 











| to bring his troupe into their 


BY N.Y. VANITY FAIR 


Reports of the tremendous busi- | 


ness Spike Jones’ orchestra has been 
doing on the road _ resulted last 
weekend in Joe Howard and Billy 
Kent, one of the owners of and tal- 
ent buyer, respectively, of the Van- 
ity Fair nitery, New York, fiying 
from N. Y. to try to convince Jones 
club 
Jones played Purdue U., Lafayette, 
Ind., and Howard ad Kent joined 
him there to talk a deal. What suc- 
cess they had is undisclosed as yet. 

Vanity Fair, which replaced How- 
ard’s Zanzibar (subsequently re- 
opened by Howard and Carl Erbe 
on another site) has not been doing 
too well of late. Two weeks ago 
it instituted a no-cover no-min- 
imum, and while it has be-n play- 
ing to good patronage, grosses are 
still too far off normal to allow for 
a fair enough profit. Hence the bid 
for Jones. 





MAX TISHMAN ON OWN 


Max Tishman, who left General 
Artists Corp. theatre dept. last 
week,. has opened his own agency. 

He’s set the Briants and the Gray 
Family for dates at the Capitol, 
Washington and State, N. Y. 





aE Tin 


= 





+ Musicraft Records is well into 
| arranging its affairs, according to a 
plan of reorganization submitted 


/and okayed by the stockholders last 


| week, Executives of the organiza- 


| profit-sharing basis are Eddie Can-|no talks with Dave Dreyer, general |tion, headed by Irving Felt, have 
F, | prof. manager for Irving Berlin Co., | been discussing with Irving Gwirtz, 
Gosden and Charles J. Correll), Jack | With a view to selling out his cata- |head of Diamond Records, the pos- 


| sibility of the firm. 


Gwirtz admits talks, but nothing 
| 


taking over 


else 
Felt 
Coast within the past 10 days talke- 


incidentally, was out on the 


| ing a deal for Musicraft with Moe 
| Siegel, ex-Metro producer formerly 
| connected with the old American 
| Record Co., and Harry Goetz, Con- 
| solidated Film exec involved 


| with American Record at one, time, 


also 


Gwirtz’ entry into the Musicraft 
|scene even if only on a conversa- 
| tional basis, creates speculation as 
ito the position of Milton Diamond, 
| attorney and former executive with 
Decca, although it’s probable that 
Diamonds connection with Musi- 
craft would be in an administrative 
rather than in direct con- 
with artists and repertoire, 
which is what Gwirtz would be con- 
cerned with largely. 

While Musicraft is worrying about 
personnel (and this angle has been 
the greatest factor in the company’s 
failure up to this point to live up to 
its possibilities and predictions), it is 
also going ahead with arranging 
debtor and other plans to confirm 
with the reorganization blueprint, It 
concluded an arrangement last week , 
with Harry Fox, general manager 
of the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. and agent and trustee for pub- 
lishers in mechanical rights mat- 
ters, whereby Musicraft’s debt to 
publishers, amounting to $32,800, 
would be paid off within two years 
lat 5% interest. Meantime, the com- 
pany has agreed to pay in full its 
first quarter (of 1947) royalty state- 
ment. 
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50,000 Copies 
ALREADY SOLD 
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WITH THIS GREAT NOVELTY SONG 













(00 






om 
- eee 








by LOUIS JORDAN 


(H}0¢ 
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Railroad Hot 


On “T and P” 
Song Tie-Up 


Chicago, April 1. 

Louis “Choo Choo Ch’ Boogie” 
Jordan has done it again. Current 
hit, “Texas and Pacific” by Jack 
Fine and Joseph E. Hirsch, is an- 
other Jordan discovery that’s in the 
railroad vein and going along the 
tracks a mile a minute. 450,000 Jor- 
dan records of “T & P” have been 
sold already; 250,000 for the Jerry 


Gray-Frankie. Laine platter; and 
figures figure to be ditto for disks 
by Pat Flowers and Hot Lips Paige. 
With over 50,000 sheet music copies 
sold, and 26 major air show shots, 
“T & P” is well on its way. 

When the advertising manager for 
the Texas and Pacific Railroad. J. 
B. Shores, heard the song, he im- 
mediately phoned publisher's Pic 
Music Corp. in Chicago and made a 
dicker for a promotional tie-up. 
Song, it was agreed, is a natural for 
cooperative promotion. 

Plans were set to distribute copies 
of the song on Texas and Pacific 
trains, and to feature song in rail- 
road's advertising. Jordan will fig- 
ure prominently in the tie-up when 
he makes a_ personal appearance 
tour of Texas in August. Special 
stunts and promotion are planned 
whereby song, Jordan, and railroad 
will all get a sock publicity boost. 

Even without special promotion, 
Texas papers have been giving the 
song a terrific press coverage. Theme 
at pub's offices these days is “Get 
on Board!” - 
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GREAT NEW “SPECIAL” 


MY BABY DIDN'T 
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Jane Russell’s debut on records ,; raine.” 
may not provide the aesthetic kick! but he sings. It is worth mention- 
of the week, but as straight news, | ing, however, that as a hot singer, 


it’s in a class by itself and it won't; 


upset any chesty censors. As the) 


quits herself creditably. Her voice 


inability to project any real feeling. | 
Tune is one of the finest and it de- | 
serves the best. However, Miss} 
Russell, at this point in her vocal} 
career, is considerably short of that | 
In all fairness, however, it should be | 
said that there are plenty of gals| 
around who sound worse. Add to| 
that the fact that this was her first 
recording date and she must have 
been nervous. We think that. 
everything considered, she does 
well. It is worth noting, by the way, 
that Kyser has, if not always an ear, 
an eye for girl singers. There was 
nothing wrong with Georgia Carroll 
or the girl who preceded her. 
Backing up Miss Russell’s plunge | 
is “Possum Song,” a hillbillyish sort | 
of affair played and sung qxtibar- | 
antly. It will have a big rural ap- 
peal. but Miss Russell's is the side 
that wilt lure ’em nationally. (AlI- 
though, since records aren’t accom- 


panied by pictures, we are not ab- | 


solutely sure.) 
Frank Sinatra, who is nothing if 


not versatile, steps up this week to | 


take the vocal in the Metronome 
All-Stars’ Columbia of “Sweet Lor- 


de SOE UE AC APTOS ALLEL AE ATE TE 


PRRRTERLCEA REIT ATEN LORE 


The FIRST Song in 


“THE JOLSON STORY” 
is 


ON THE BANKS 










Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


Old Lamplighter..... ooeekann 

Anniversary Song...... Connelly 

Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 

; April Shower ........- Chappell 

He’s no Jack Teagarden,} Open Door, Richard....... Leeds 

Go “HON. . 0x65 5 5a ee 

Don’t Fall in Love........Wood 

Sinatra has performed more validly To Each His Own...... Victoria 


on other faces. His trick of bend- 
vocalist of Kay Kyser’s “As Long as | ing a note, for example, is an au- 
I Live” (Columbia), Miss Russell ac-| thoritative bit of le jazz hot (it’s aj 
Billie Holiday device), but he} 
comes from deep in her chest (sul-| doesn't do it here. All-stars are in- | 
try) and her enunciation distinct. | dividually very gifted aioe | 
Where she fails perceptibly is in her} but, as a unit, they achieve some- | 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week-Ending March 20) 
London, March 21. 








Rickety Rickshaw Man.Southern 
How Lucky You Are. .Kassener 
World Singing Song..F. D. & H. 
Sentimental Reasons. ..Maurice 


Second 12 



















OF THE WABASH 


ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 
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PAULL-PIONEER “USIC CORI 











Sung by Deanna Durbin in 


“VLL BE YOURS” 
(Universal-International) 


ITS 
DREAMTIME 


SANTLY-JOY, Inc. 


TOMMY VALANDO 
Gea. Prof. Mgr. 


Things We Did. .Morris 

China Boy, Girl Macmelodies 

Accordion .. a .. Wright 

Five Minutes More......Morris 

Best Bets Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah ........Sun 
Dance—“That’s Where I Came Dream Again. . Box & Cox 
In,” “Heartaches,” “Midnight Somewhere in the Night. .N.-W. 


Sooner or Later .. Sun 
May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash 
It Happens Every Day.....Yale 
Beginning of End..... . Victoria 
Sleep My Baby...Keith, Prowse 


Masquerade,” and “You'll Know 
When It Happens” (Ted Strae- 
ter) and “Spring Isn't Every- 
thing” (Tommy Dorsey). 

Ballad—“The Brooklyn Bridge” 
(Frank Sinatra). 

Hot—“Blues at High Noon” 
(Snub Mosley). 

Hillbilly — “Possum Song” 
(Kay Kyser) and “Cigarettes, 








because they achieve their aim, 
which is to provide pleasant dance 
music. Neither disk will presum- 
ably hit the best-sellers, but the 
Whusky, and Wild, Wild Wom- | sales should be quite respectable. 
en” (Sons of the Pioneers). | They are strongly recommended to 

Novelty—“The Blues of the |jukes in joints where dancing is 
Record Man” (Tex Beneke). | permitted. Mr. Straeter, who is 

Chest Tones—‘As Long As I /|known, rather nauseatingly, we 
Live” (Kay Kyser). think, as a society maestro, is a | 
master of schmaltz, Inasmuch as | 
| this sounds suspiciously like an era | 
thing that might be called “grand of sweet, he should do handsomely. 
concourse style.” It just isn’t in- , Vocals are by Bill Kaylor and Kitty 
tegrated. On the other side, they Crawford and, on the whole, they | 
do “Nat Meets June,” with the vocal ™anage to fill the bill. Before mov- | 
taken over by Nat (King) Cole and | ing from Sonora, by the way, we 

















iment. Reverse is a potential hit 
, tune and should do all right. Sonny 


Wednesday, April 2, 1947 
: a a 
"Blues At High Noon," «fine blues Carle Into Strand, N.Y, 
job which hot fans will do well to A A 
$ House Switcheroos 


andy Be Now Become a Habit 


Andy Russell doesn’t list us among 
his fans, and we always feel a bit 
uncomfortable reviewing his stuff : ae he 

(oh, yes, it sells, it sells). This| ss necomine onan’ apparently 
week, though, we're practically a way theatres and name m Broad. 
nervous wreck. Russell is insuffi-| the past couple weeks oe a {n 
cient enough at times, but what | Carle’s orchestra an 2 Leu iste 
does Capitol do but team him up| outfit scheduled their mach ima’s 
with his wife. Mr. and Mrs. Andy | york dates at different eal New 
Russell, no less! At our best, we're prior to that Jimmy Doteer: = 


an uninventive punster), so bear| moved from the : 
. . a 
with us while we observe that the | paramount. Capitol to the 


Russells administer Capitol punish- 

ment to a rather effective tune| C@tlé, who has been a Capito) 
called “Unless It Can Happen With standby ance the inception Of: hig 
You.” Having said so much, let us | OURS, will Rang the Strand next 
add that it has great coin-box possi- une around—a four to SIX-weelg 
bilities. Other side, a slow ballad | *™" next November or December, 
called “Dreams Are a Dime a Prima, who has played the Strand 
Dozen,” is only half so bad, since ever since he developed enough -b,o, 
Mrs. Russell was presumably slav- to ; warrant a major house, will 
ing over a hot stove while it was switch to the Paramount 
being made. Paul Weston, who has the holidays. 

to put up with a lot, prevides the 
accompaniment. 


Mel Terme, we see eee ee H’ WOOD BOWL HYPOS 
Shore. Let us report this week that | — GUESTER BUDGET 156 


Shore. Let us report this week that 

Dinah Shore, singing “Mama, Do 1} a 

Gotta?” and “When Am I Gonna! 4 n Wood ne poh } April 1. 

Kiss You Good Morning?” sounds '.. ~°-% ws %S splurging on 

; candi ar its guest star budget for forthcom- 

like Torme. Mama” is a rhythm. : - 

tune and Miss Shore gives it what ing season and probably will spend 
"4 —s “| upwards of $15,000 over last year’s 

soloist outlay. 


sounds like a seal jukeroo treat- 

Leopold Stokowski, who recently 
hibits his customary slickness with | var budget seadible ” Seveari 
muted brass. | fected by Stokowski's resignation 


Tex Beneke's Victor of “Blues of | will go into artist fund and make 
the Record Man” seems to be a real| for more stellar attractions than 


Wurlitzer wow. It takes a sly poke heretofore possible. 
(Continued on page 45) Isaac Solomon will conduct Bowl 





al SO Over 








June Christy. Singing is excellent | 
and so, for that matter, are some of 
the solos, but as jazz, the side “ain't 
nowhere.” Sinatra’s name will aid | 
sales, of course, but no one, except | 
possibly the guys concerned with | 





eee eeeere 











“Honeysuckle Rose”—Mildred 6 
Bailey (Decca). 
“Dinah” — Danny Kaye (Co- 


. Managua, Nicaragua (13) (Encor 


its making, is likely to call this a 
i great disk. 


Ted Straeter is out this week on 
Sonora label, which has been put- 
ting out some indifferent stuff. | { Want To Thank Folks (Oxford)... 
They’re four faces that have a lot to , ‘ ‘ a 
recommend them. They are “That’s | msg “ My Desire (Mills). a 
Where I Came In,” “Heartaches,” | Y°U Can’t See Sun (Simon) 
“You'll Know When It Happens,” | 
and “Midnight Masquerade.” They 


That's Where I Came In (Robbins).., 




















deserve a pretty high rating simply | 5, jo. <je (Harms) 


ee ee eee 





publishers! 
Our plug songs are "DO 


the Power of Prayer,” a 


the Sand,” “Make Believe 
hits. Both are members of 
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HELLO EVERYBODY! 


This is GOLDMINE MUSIC, INC., owned by Nick 
Kenny, Charles Kenny, Meyer Grobart and Bob Hope, 
saying "hello" to the music business and proudly an- 
nouncing-our admission into the ASCAP family of 


MUCH AS EVER," a popular rhythm ballad with a 
solid beat, which is breaking for a hit, "Nobody Knows 


"When You Look in the Heart of a Shamrock," a new 
Irish ballad which will take its place beside When 
lrish Eyes Are Smiling." Watch our smoke! 





laborated with the Kennys on “When You Look in the 


| 


That’s Beginning of End (ABC)..... 





| I Do Do Like You (Harms) 
Feet’s Too Big For Bed (Criterion). 
My Adobe Hacienda (Peer) 


Santa Catalina (Spina) 


| Easter Parade (Berlin) 
| Texas and Pacific (Pic)......, 
| Nobody Here But Chickens (Sun) 
| My Bel Ami (Bourne) 


Suggested Programs | ) Dick Haymes........ Decca 
“Martha” ae Connee Boswell j 3. Anniversary Song (9 ) (Mood) Ustthasan ie } Al Jolson ++ ee be eeenee Decca 
(Decea). | y Dinah Shore......Columbia 
“Marie” — Tommy Dorsey | 4. Linda (5) (Oxford) . d. nba “i } Clark-Noble secees Columbia 
(Victor). > | Charles Spivak....... Victor 
“Mary’s a Grand Old Name”"— | 5. Guilty (6) (Feist) .............0.. nme was Whiting. .. Capitol 
Mordy Bauman (Columbia). *eee* ) Johnny Desmond..... Victor 


lumbia ). 7. Pll Close My Eyes (6) (Maurice)... 


“Linda”—Ray Noble and Bud i te: l Johnny Desmond cere Victor 
dy Clark (Columbia). | 8. Sonata (13) (Oxford) .............. ve | Coonatettiareiions at 
“Margie’—Jimmy Lunceford p a aie at ecca 
(Decca). | 9. That's How Much Love You (1) (Morris) § F*8%* Sinatra ....Columbia 
| \ Bing Crosby ......... Decca 

——————————— a 10. For Sentimental Reasons (19) (Leeds)... King Cole Trio. .....Capito) 


Coming Up 


tececescsessecse Frankie Lane....... 


If | Had My Life To Live Over (General), ., 


eee ete wne e+-eeese 


} eeeeeee Di . 
_ Preacher and Bear (Harris)........, os eeees an pane ons ae oe: 
‘ a ak dh ictor 


orchestra for first three weeks, 
| opening July 8. 








10 Best Sellers on Coi-Machines mae 


e) Sor Martin ....... Victor 
‘*** ) Kay Kyser....... Columbia 


{ Dinah Shore... ....Columbia 


Charlie Spivak....... Victor 


hives | xing i: Victor 
King Cole Trio .... Capitol 


eeseese Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 


seesees | Be Stafford..........Capitol 
Perry Como.......... Victor 


srg. t Necks James......Columbia 
Herbie Fields.........Victor 


Perry Como.......... Victor 

a } NS 0 coer cites Capito] 
Larry Vincent.20th Century 
Johnny Mercer... .,. -Capitol 


davis-weiss 


seseeees Stan Kenton......... Capitol IncoRrrPoRraTeEeD 

Pareneeae a 09 Howard. ......Majestic EXPLOITATION 

- reddy Martin........Vict ae? 

se Lay Howard iar | BUSINESS M'G'M'T 
Peerereseeseeessses Bing Crosby ene eccee . OCR 626 N. Rebertsen Bivd. 
++eee- Louis Jordan ..... --..Decca Hellyweed 46, Calif. 


+--eeee Louis Jordan ....... .Decca 

















YOU LOVE ME JUST AS } MONROE TURNING IN 


| Chicago, April 1, 
Vaughn Monroe's orchestra has 
| been turning in some fine grosses on 


new American hymn, and 


|them some b.o. records. Going into 
one-nighters out of the Orpheum 
theatre, Minneapolis, last week, Mon- 
roe piled up a hot 2,480 people at $2 


The first two songs were written by Nick and Charles | $'.0 008 Ballroom. Sioux City; 
Kenny, writers of “There's a Goldmine in the Sky,” 
"Little Old Cathedral in the Pines,” “Love Letters in 


3,650 people at Tromar ballroom at 
$2 plus tax, Des Moines, next night; 
2,600 at Chermot ballroom, Omaha, 
| Saturday (29), and a big 7,200 at 
fe sage on Devine ballroom, Milwaukee, 
the next evening, taking out $5,800 





Island" and countless other 
ASCAP. Abner Silver col- 


3 Monroe points to these figures as 
justification for keeping his sale 
price on the same level of last sum- 
fet, wheb lechft high b.o. takes in 


Py + 3.9 %& 
6a: 4444 
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SOCK 1-NITE GROSSES. 


| one-nighters in this territory, among | 


jfor himself and setting a b.o. mark. 








———_——— 
| MR. MEYER HOROWITZ, Village Barn, New York 


|| We regret the error made in our advertisement last week 
failing to mention that our 


HARRY RANCH 
and his KERNELS of KORN 


are currently at your 


| VILLAGE BARN, NEW YORK 


Broadcasting WOR-Mutual Network 











—— 








| ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


| JOE GLASER, Pres. 
745 Fifth Ave.. New York 22 54 W. Randolph St., Chicago 


| 
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jas change in 


'and 


tion, 


| Don't We 


| ing is 


| did it, 


| Harry Warren-Ralph Blane “Spring 


ing it on the juke boxes. Stuart 
| Foster, an in-and-out singer, hap- 
| pens to be “in” on this one. Back- 


| prompt Jack Teagarden to switch 


| ever Amber” 


| safe, at least for the moment 





SONGSMITH’S $150,000 | Anti-ASCAP Bil 


DAMAGE SUIT VS. METRO 


Suit charging piracy of three 


| sosewep O0o'OSI$ Zuryse pue sBuos | 
ihas been 
| Ine., by songwriter Samuel Brodsky 
{in Brooklyn supreme court. 
|ism is claimed both in the appropria- | 


brought against Loew’s. 


Plagiar- | 


| tion of melodies and themes and in | 
| the alleged conversion for film sound | 


'tracks of melodic parts of the tunes | 
iby “artful methods of disguise such 


rhythm or notes or 
colorable variations or changes in 
tempo designed to mask similari- 


ties 

Songs allegedly belonging to Brod- 
sky and involved in the suit are 
“Shanghai,” “Prelude in E Flat 
Minor” and “Prelude in A Major.” 


Piracy of the first took place com- 
plaint asserts, in defendant’s film 
“Ziegfeld Follies,” the 


union in France,” 


second in “Re- 
“Song of Russia” 
others; the third in “Random 
Harvest,’ “An American Romance.” 
“The Flying Gangster, Pilot No. 5” 
and other pix. 


In each of the three causes of ac- 
Brodsky asks $50,000 damages. 
No A paren to restrain further use 


ol the songs is demanded 





Disk Reviews | 


ume continued from page 4 =! 


at the Husings and the Blocks and, 
all in all, manages to afford three 
Or so minutes of agreeable listening. 
Part of the presentation consists in 


imitating several name bands. Vocal 
is by Tex and the Mello Larks. 
whose name, incidentally, always 


reminds us of a brand of creamery 
butter. On the other side is “Why 
Say We're’ Sorry?” 
thrushed by Beneke, Gary Stevens, 
and the buttery contingent. It’s a 
nice job, but the side you'll be hear- 
“Reeord Man.” 


is out on Decea this 
How Much I 
named Frank 


Bing Crosby 
week with “That’s 
Love You.” A fellow 


| Sinatra did this same tune for Co- 
| lumbia a month or so back and he 


than Crosby. 
sincerity, 
fact that 


we think, better 
We say this in complete 
because it points up the 


i Crosby doesn’t sound as if he cares, 
| while Sinatra sounds as if he’s hav- 


ing a ball on the side. It’s a good 
novelty tune and it affords plenty 
of opportunity for a sense of humor. 
Crosby, however, merely seems to 
go through the motions. Chickadees | 
and brother Bob’s Bob Cats are on | 
hand, but aren’t much help. On the 
backside is a song called “Rose of 
Santa Rosa,” which Crosby handles 
much more efficiently. The appeal 
of “Love You,” however, indicates 
that it will be the juke face. 


Dorsey’s Victor of the 


Tommy 


| Isn't Everything” is a great dance- 
able disk and you should be hear- 


ing is an instrumental called “Bingo, 
Bango, Bofft” and it probably won't 


over to celeste. 

Artie Shaw, it strikes us, could 
give away copies of the Mrs.’ “For- 
with each disking of his 
Musicraftings of “It’s the 
and “I Believe,” 


latest 
Same Old Dream” . 
two extracts from “It Happened in 
Brooklyn,” and still need a push. 
Messrs. Cahn and _ Styne, who 
whipped up the tunes, are in Holly- 
wood, so Shaw’s life is a 

o- 
cals are by Mel Torme, the “coming 
sensation.” He'd be even more of a 
sensation if anyone could make out 
what he’s saying, Everything hap- 
pens to Brooklyn, by gosh. 

Frank Sinatra is more kindly to 
the borough, however, and his Co- 
lumbia of “It’s the Same Old | 
Dream” and * 





‘The Brooklyn Bridge” | 


\is a splendid example of civic pla 


to shape | 


tue. “Dream” is supposed 
up as the bigger hit of the two 


songs, but we prefer to play | 
“Bridge.” Axel Stordah] is the 
batoneer, which should surprise no 
one. It may be monotonous to say 
so, but he’s good. 

Sons of the Pioneers’ 
“Cig arettes, Whusky, and Wild, 
Women,” a Victer best bet 
week, in a highly moral affair which 
advises you (and you too) to mend 
If the 


rendition of 
Wild 


this | 





sponsor of the 


your ways - 
Hit Parade remains unchanged, you 
won't hear this tune in any spot let 
alone the number on It is goo 


| stuff nevertheless. 


| posers, 


, these 


| country, set for 


. 
Up for Conn. Hearing 
Hartford, April 1. 
Anti-American Society of Com- 
Authors and Publishers bill | 
introduced in the state legislature a | 
month or so ago by Senator Pallotti | 
comes up for hearing tomorrow 
(Thursday). Bill has been in the | 
hands of the financial committee 
ever since it was submitted. 
Pallotti’s idea is to exact a 10% | 
cut from ASCAP of all money paid 
by Connecticut citizens for the right 
to perform ASCAP’s repertoire pub- 
licly for profit, 


LECUONA-ASCAP RIGHTS 
MUDDLE UP IN N. i. CT. 


. 


g muddle perform 
ng rights societ Lat An nN 
ne rigiit ocleLy satin d nerican 
composer Ernesto Lecuona is affili- 


ated with continues unsolved and 


today (Wednesday), the American 


Society of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers will move for 
trial of its counter 
Lecuona in N.Y. 
ASCAP attorneys Louis Frohlich 
and Herbert P. Jacoby claim that the 
violated his 
a member of the Spani 
SGAE 

Among other things ASCAP claims 
is that Lecuona admitted to granting 
the rights to public performance of 
such organizations as 
the Argentina and Cuban performing 
gehts societies as well as SGAE and 
Broadcast Music, Inc. ASCAP states 
that considerable confusion exists 
because of these agreements. 

SGAE, on the other hand, demands 
a declaratory judgment declaring in 
the alternative that either the com- 
poser is still a member of SGAE to 
which he has assigned exclusive 
rights to his songs and that ASCAP 
is accordingly entitled to 
performing rights to those 
through its affliation 
or that SGAE did not grant any of 
rights to ASCAP., 

Alliance between ASCAP and 
SGAE goes back to a 1936 agreement 
(renewed last year), between the 
two societies whereby a reciprocal 
licensing arrangement was made and 
each organization was to account 
for use of its members’ songs. 


a separate 
claims against 
supreme 


composer obligations as 


h performing 


gehts society 


his songs to 


~_ 


I 


$53,538 collected by ASCAP and al- 
legedly due SGAE and Lecuona, 





Marie Louise and Charles, British 


court. | 


license | 
songs, | 


with that org, | , 
h iS 5: | don music pub and Reg Connolly on |— 


Also | 
|involved in litigation is the sum of 


| following click of combo on Crosby's 
{ 


|Kapp (Decca). 


est musical, “Down to Earth” (Rita 

|'Hayworth-Larry Parks), score by | MM M 

Alan Roberts and Doris Fisher. Dur- | JI Y cHUGH 
ing a two-week. stay, Taps. will} ROBBINS 

|huddle with Bernstein, Kapp, Lon- | 


trapeze act recently arrived in this | 


Loew's __ State, 


April 17, 


' 


Music Notes 


Bing Crosby and Al Jolson have been teamed by Decca on two sides, 
waxed airshow, One of tunes cut 
on Coast last week is “Alexander's Ragtime Band”,,..Jack Kapp, Decca 
prexy, back in N. Y. after fortnight in Calif....Jerry” Brent's new or- 
chestra cutting for Modern Records....Al Comparte, Hollywood regional 
| rep of MPCE, now handling Coast plugging for London Music... .Joe 
| Higgins, Columbia recording chief, on Coast huddling with label’s western 
.rep, Bill Richards....Sara Berner completed a “Bozo” album for Capitol 
.Nelson Eddy cutting album for Columbia in Hollywood. Six tunes will 
| be from his forthcoming Republic filmusical, “End of the Rainbow” 
| Morton Thal Trio prepping album for Modern Records....For first time 
Exclusive Records has waxed oatunes, cutting four sides by Doye O'Dell 
-...Bert Richman now flacking for Enterprise Records....Frankie Laine 
cut two for Mercury over weekend, and then entered St. John’s hospital, 
Santa Monica, Calif. for minor surgery....Lou Levy on Coast huddling 
With Hollywood reps, Goldie Goldmark and Sammy Friedman... .Bebe 
Daniels and Jimmy Schribner have waxed kidisk album, “New Tales of 
Remus” for Enterprise,...Harry Garfield, Witmark professional 
N. Y. to ata Mapaged to — with pub’s western rep 
Hampton Mauvais ne sales manager for Black & White 
Four Star plattery has pacted yocalist Ford Lewis. 


Unc ‘le 
manager, 
Bill Savitt 
waxery. 


{from 


Stinson bre releasing three platte1 
cut in Argentina by singer Max Perlman 
Meadow, slated for ng the forthcoming Passover 
celebration .Columbia’s waxing of music from the Federal Films’ pic- 
ture, “Carnegie Hall,” will be released April 7. Album includes arias sung 
by Lily Pons, Rise Stevens and Ezio Pinza, all of whom appear in the film. 


album, “Yiddish Theatre Music.’ 
With prefatory remarks by Noel 


album is release duri 





Jonie Taps Pada Col | Skip Nelson, Pittsburgh boy, com- 
|pleted a circle by returning to join 


Pic Tune Into Top Seller 'Piccolo Pete band at Johnny Brown's 


= . to ac ibertv Nelcon ¥ ie 
Topping Shapiro-Bernstein’s list | Club, East Liberty. Nelson got his 
vith sheet les of over 900.000 |start with Pete outfit at old Club 
th sheet sales of over 900,000 to | petite in Ritz hotel years ago. 


date and a best-seller platter under 





ABE OLMAN 





the Decca label, “The 


Song” 


Anniversary 


from “The Jolson Story” has 


pushed off Columbia Pictures’ music SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 
subsidiary Mood Musie, to a flying 


start financially, Mood Music’s pay- 
off is currently spotlighting role of 
Columbia's music exec, Jonie Taps, | 
who was instrumental in organizing 
the outfit out of a top combine of 
Louis Bernstein (S-B) and Jack 


I’M IN 
THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE 


Music by... 


east from the Coast 
with Columbia’s lat- 


Taps is now 
in connection 






























exploitation and sale of numbers | 
from the Columbia pic. Latter is 
due in from England next week. | 


WATCH THIS BALLAD! 


THAT’S MY DESIRE 








Austro Disker Back in Biz AMERICA’S NEW COMEDY 
Vienna SONS ONT 
Austro-Phon Elite Gramophon | BACIAGALOOP 
Co. is in production again. Latest re- | (Makes Love on da Stoop) 





MILLS 
A CUTE, RHYTHMIC NCVELTY 


market are Johann 
vocal of “Gold Marie”- 


leases on the 
Heesters’ 





“Greet My Vienna,” various Vien- 
nese tunes by Franz Schier and a! OSHKOSH, Wis. 
Peter Kreuder disk, “Cossack Pa- 
trol.” MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


Production capacity has recently | New York 19 


increased considerably. 


1619 Broadway, 
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ally Rand Fans W Sane Tt zr 
A.C.Expects Boff Sy SandfaneNey  |Circus Lioness 


Faster Crowds!  InHassle With Cops; Attacks Trainer 


A performer should be given me 

i ales ae ; hance to prove she can work within] Mae Kovar, wild animal tra; 
Atlantic City, April 1. |¢ *: r ; 3 rains 

Weather permitting, the Easter the framework provided in police} ... seriously slashed by a lion ' 


; . regulations, ruled Justice Morris : 
he mip rd pte aa Re Botton, Eder of the N. Y. supreme court in during a performance with Wirth’s 


Hotel reservations are heavy and|8tanting the petition of Sally Rand circus at Penrith, Australia, about 10 
influx of visitors is figured to hypo | to force the N. Y. police dept. to give | days ago. 
amusement and nitery biz. Overflow her a cabaret employee identification Mme. Kovar, who was with the 


will be assimilated by rooming houses | ©@T | Ringling, Barnum and Bail 
and smaller places on outskirts of| Justice Eder declared that it wasn't ey show 





























| city. lfair of the police to assume that here and last appeared in a summer 
| Easter parade on the boardwalk, | Miss Rand would continue to per- | Version of the circus Called “Span. 
| which gets under way at 11 a.m. and|form in a manner displeasing to | gles” at Madison Square Garden, 

continues until sundown, will be the \regulations. Court stated that her | N. Y,, tripped while going through 
top attraction. Most film houses will | act was seen twice by police inspec- the act. Belieta, the beast, sprang 
| run midnight shows on Saturday|tors and no arrests were made, | Upon her but she was rescued by 


| night. Hotels are preparing for rec- | “Reasonable assumption is that they Frederick Schaefer, her husband, 
| ord business in their bars and nitery | would have done so if any basis or who with an attendant entered the 
| rooms. justification existed,” he added | Cage and beat off the animal 

Top event otherwise is the ap- 








: Even if performance had been in- 
| pearance here Tuesday night (8) of | gecent, court declared that it would 
| the Philadelphia orchestra under Eu- be unfair to assume that Miss Rand 
gene Ormandy in the Auditorium} would continue in that manner if 
| ballroom. Sponsor is the Atlantic) arg was granted. “Until the antici- 
City Forum. | pated offending event occurs,” court 
stated, “the possible happening there- 
of rests in the realm of pure con- 


- |\Injunction Denied But —Secture’ 


- ' 13 
Meanwhile the Greenwich Village | 


’ | isc] Inn, N. Y¥., where Miss Rand had | ¢ 
Commission Awarded To been appearing, had its license sus- | Rae 
Agent for 107 Breach pended for three days fot permitting | 2 
0 


ill } . ont | THERE'S ONLY ONE 
that his pact with the performers Renew Pacts With Guild 


read “jointly and severly,” meaning 


that his pact was with the individ-| Three northwestern theatres last | 
2 uals as well as team. week renewed pacts with American 
JUST CONCLUDED: In the decision, court ruled that |GUild of Variety Artists. Houses 


awarding an injunction would be |, Palomar ae oer, wen 
formerly the La Conga, was indicted | §] a 
guy’s a howl. Marlowe is young, fresh and Attorney Edward E. Rigney stated 


academic, and ordered an account- Seattle, and Capitol, Yakima. All | 
f ing of earnings instead are committed to 30 shows weekly " 
e - i schedule, with overtime for all be- 
last week by a federal grand jury on 
that accountants had fi 
very earnest in his efforts and he’s funny.” Pen Om Se 


yond that number. 
withholding return and Greene sub- 
Wood yr 


} Palomar and Capitol theatres play 

N.Y. CAFE MAN INDICTED j}vaude bills while Tivoli, which 
the 20% cabaret tax. If convicted, 

NEW YORK Greene faces a maximum of 26 years Charlotte Johnny ; 
sequently doctored accounts to re- - 

™ N. Y. Daily Mirror ae tax ae or , 
z “Frank Marlowe is slaying Strand audiences ae ie take Gat a ey 
with the comedy falls that won him raves in | *°°:°0° in taxes are due. With pen- 


, | formerly had burlesque and recently : 
ON CABARET TAX RAP switched to pix policy, will make Direction: M.C.A. 
imprisonment and $100,000 in fines. 
the musical ‘Toplitzky of Notre Dame.’” ie meet te exceed 


th ’ ith " 
Jack Greene, currently in on the ee ee ee 
Charges against Greene date from 
Variety, March 12, 1947 July of last year. Government con- 
“Marlowe hits the jackpot! .. . his first tends he made fraudulent returns and 
appearance at a major New York house will for four months starting June '46, 
undoubtedly be followed by other top line and made no returns for October, 
$50,000. 
Nick Kenny 






























| Currently : 
lan entertainer to work without a | # 4 
| Talent contract litigation got a|card. Despite Miss Rand’s legal vic- ROXY THEATRE 

| new twist last wek in the N. Y. su-|tory, spot’s suspension stood, and . 

| preme court when Nat Nazarro’s in-| cafe will relight tonight (Wednes- NEW YORK 

junction suit against Chuck’ and | day). Miss Rand entered her suit | . 

| Chuckles was denied but judge |to force police to give her a card, Managemen 


|awarded Nazarro an accounting of | prior to its suspension. HARRY LEEDY 
} 


the team’s earnings instead. Dancer’s fan and bubble terps have 
Court ruled that inasmuch as con- | been a fairly regular issue in the 
tract expires April 5 interests | Courts since she made her appear- 


, anc Chi lds Fair in Booked by 
would be better served if Nazarro| ance at the Chicago Wor 
got a cut of the act’s earnings on | 1932. In most instances, those at- Bhs @- >: dae. Wamp a 6 Bi) 87! 
itempting to stop Miss Rand got no- 
| the contract. “ 38 E S7th St N York NY 
Case started some months ago | Where. ee 





when James Walker, the Chuckles | 
of the act broke away and started | 


an act with a new partner. Nazarro Trio of Northwest Houses 


sought an injunction on the grounds 



































operation of the Rio Cabana, N. Y., or “ 
bookings when bookers glom his turn. The || November and December. Asst. U. S. 





GOING ON TOUR WITH AGVA Adding Branches ) 


In K.C., St. Loo, Denver Tom Arnold’ S : iR 
auattinn Guild of Verity Artists | om ro S ensationa evue 
will open branches in Kansas City 
er of tee Setaat adap Seance | 6th Month 
ritories. 


| Fred Nerret, currently working | 


“ane . : | + 
and his ORCHESTRA ‘win suit St Lows in cvaye | STOLL’S KINGSWAY THEATRE 
‘ | seg: priaenen rte Pogano will | 
~ e in charge of the K. C. branch. . 
pat a aca ae olen opening attic ranch LONDON, ENGLAND 
pri — ; ron enver, whic 


will make 32) 
April 14th—PALACGE, Youngstown Detroit Bistro Op Takes 


' branches in all for the union. 

; 
April (Tth-GIRGLE, Indianapolis | Over Las Veras Hotel |} Returning to America, April 3rd 
April 29th-STANLEY, Utica} occzt Buu essen ot 5 AD 











| 























RLE Phil d hi i the wn pve Biltmore hotel, 
—EA : Las Vegas, and plans to open another 
. May 2nd 5 a e p la | Bowery room in that inn. Room 
j | seating 425 is expected to open in 
| June. ° a A 
Personal Management — | Barbaro is attempting to line up | Direction—Wm. Morris Agency 
|film names for spot in an effort to 
JOHN SINGER—SAM TISHMAN | Keep up with the competition. He's RKO BUILDING, NEW YORK 
lalready offere 4 for Eddie 
; 701 7th AVENUE, NEW YORK . "= |“Rochester” Anderson, and is mak- 
i a ae ee AON Fs OS ee Ne OO oo mrt nee ing simiar-ofters to other names. 
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Jane Russell-LQ Tiff Still on AGVA 


enda Despite 


i ween Jane Russell and the 
a enter, Miami Beach, was 
settled early this week when Miss 
Russell agreed to a cut of $2,750 
from her disputed $15,000 salary for 
her week of March 3 stand at the 
Florida spot. Sum represents ex- 
penses Miss Russell would have en- 


$2,750 Salary Slice 


sent no rep, confab went on with 
Fox and Jonas T. Silverstein fatter 
representing Miss Russell. 

Issue has been marked with much 
bitterness between the LQ manage- 
ment and AGVA, Union first took 
retaliatory action against Lou Wal- 
ters, who owns the Latin Quarter 








i. making the cross-country 
py collect the coin at an arbitra- 
tion that was slated to be held yes- 
terday (Tues.) at the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. 

However, all facts of the case 
have not been settled as yet. Dave 
Fox, AGVA N. Y. local executive 
secretary, declared that he had not 


peen officially notified of the settle- | 


ment by either party and as far as 
he’s concerned, the arbitration held 
yesterday at AGVA will determine 
outcome of the case. Since Walters 





















Everybody’s Talkin’ 
About 


ELSA and 
WALDO 


CORTINENTAL 
COMEDY SENSATION 


Just Finished 
LOOKOUT HOUSE, 
Covington, Ky. 
ORIENTAL THEATRE, 
Chicago 
Currently Playing 
ALPINE VILLAGE. 
Cleveland 


Direction 
MARK J. LEDDY LEON NEWMAN 


N. Y., in partnership with Loew 
Latter is full owner of the Florida | 
| boite for which Walters staged and 
produced the shows. AGVA several 
weeks ago threatened to pull out the 
| layout from the N. Y. spot. Strike 
| was averted when Walters posted a 
$20,000 bond with Arthur Lee Simp- | 
kins, designated as spokesman for 
| the cast. 


| After the arbitration date was set 
up, Walters in a letter to the union 
declared that he will not be a party 
to the arbitration as set up by the 
| Guild inasmuch as he felt the board 
| was loaded against him. He said 
|}panel had not been appointed in 
|}compliance with the AGVA mini- 
mum basic agreement. Walters also 
claimed that he was not a party to 
the dispute, and he had no assurance 
that even if the arbitration board 
| had been appointed according to the 
basic agreement, that Miss Russell 
| would abide by its findings. 
| Walters further stated 


that he 


| to prepare his case and a complete 





Blackie Lon@gn, AGVA’s Miami 
Beach rep; Jdéhnny Greenhut, of 
|Music Corp. of America, who ar- 
|ranged the deal; Walter Jacobs, 


| manager of the Lord Tarleton hotel, 
| Miami Beach; Miss Russell and 
| Loew. Walters claimed that he was 
| being harassed in this matter by 
Fox because of personal animus. 

| Dispute originally started when 
| Miss Russell made what is claimed | 
| to be an unauthorized appearance | 
j}at the Lord Tarleton hotel] night be- 
fore her Latin Quarter  open- 
|ing, consequently ruining whatever 
Chances spot had for financial suc- 
cess of her engagement. 


Show Biz Plans Many 
Tributes to Soph Tucker 
To Highlight Jubilee ' 


Sophie Tucker, vet singing come- 
dienne, will return to New York to- | 
day (Wed.) to be recipient of a 
jubilee in her honor, It will be 
highlighted by a number of events, 
teeing off with a benefit for Sophie 
Tucker’s Playground on Sunday 
night, April 13, at the Latin Quar- 
ter, N. Y. She'll open as headliner 
at this spot the following night. 

She will also be given a testi- 
monial dinner by the Jewish The- 
atrical Gflild at the Hotel Astor | 
Sunday night, May 4. Prior to that | 
|'she will be feted at a literary tea 
and toasted at the Banshees’ lunch- | 
eon at the Waldorf-Astoria, April | 











sentative group of Miss Tucker's 
friends will gather in London at 
time dinner is being given in N. Y. 


which will be included in the pro- 
gram here by telephone communi- 
cation between the two groups. 
There will be other tributes to 
Miss Tucker including 
Tucker Day on Broadway. 








bi 

















SALE ON COMEDY MATERIAL! (For 
is Stage, ete.) PUNCH LINES Nos. 
emea® original gag files written by top 
ACK $i each . . . 50 surefire COME- 
ment ~ TO HECKLERS, brand new and a 
tense", comic. $2... Parody: ‘My 
iver,”” $1 . . . Preparing: 

OMEDY TEAM CROSSFIRE joke collection, 





Charles Freemans Cited 
For Assists by Red Cross 


| Mr. and Mrs. Charles Freeman, 
(he’s head talent booker fot the In- 
terstate circuit, Texas) have been 





+ ++ LAFFile collection of bellylaffs, $!. 


\AVGWS UNLIMITED 
276. W.43St. New York City 












cited for donating upwards of 5,000 
hours of volunteer work for the 
Red Cross. Couple have been in- 





strumental in providing entertain- 
rr ED ment in army hospitals and camps. 








Parodies! § ial Songs! Bits! 
*® Draw trom Se Ukene, ee of the 


largest 
Showbie! most comprehensive in 


® 1947 Catalog FREE! 
® Exclusive material our specialty! 
shan wae H. KLEINMAN 
- Road, L. |. 2, N. ¥. 
Telephone: Retain Sede 





They now adhere to a schedule of 
one show per month to hospitalize« 
vets. 
Freeman. who spent four and a 
\ va| 
half months in England for the Red 
Cross in 1942, setting up entertain- 
lment operations, was at one time 
head RKO-Keith booker, and has 
; ssident for six years. 
| been a Dallas re 











| November, if not sooner. Operators 


| beat is 25%, 


| had received insufficient notification | 


| hearing would entail testimony from | 


| ceive 


| would 


22. where 1,000 visiting editors and | 
publishers will pay tribute to her | 
achievements. } 

Cued to the JTG dinner a repre- | 


to drink a toast to the songstress, | 


a Sophie! 


MARK TIME TILL 





}NITERIES CUT COSTS TO 





URVIVE 





Cuffo Instructors Seen Nudging Out 


PREAT IN FAL]! Pro Terp Teams on Mountain Circutt 


The wise boniface will remain 


declining cafe grosses, That’s the 


Ballroom team employment has hit 
a snag in the borscht-belt this year. 
open during the current period of | Terpers are complaining they're be- 
ing done out of jobs by cuffo talent 


contention of many nitery operators |from the Arthur Murray and Fred 
Astaire dance schools. 


who forsee a wide pickup around 


point out that the current leveling 


| off period should have been antici- 


pated, and feel that they can fore- 


stall closings by paring expenses 


| wherever possible, and taking slight 
| losses 


before the general pickup 
starts. 

They point out that cafe grosses 
are still above that of 1940, year be- 
fore the war. In most cases the up- 
but rub in current op- 
eration is that expenses, aside from 
terrific rise in performers’ salaries, 


have increased around 40%. In 
isome_ instances, entertainers are 
getting several hundred precent 
more than prewar take, but general 


salary trend is downward. 
It’s pointed out that present cafe 
crisis started around October of last 
(Continued on page 48) 





'LA MARTINIQUE, NY., 
SET TO REOPEN SAT (5) 


Operators of La Martinque, N. Y.., 
| which shuttered last Tuesday (25) 
have changed their minds and are 
lreadying to reopen Saturday (5) | 
| with a no cover-no minimum policy. 

| 


|Show will include two film names, 
|Leo Carillo and Patricia Morison. 
|Carillo has been pacted for $3,000 | 
| while Miss Morison is slated to re- | 
$1,500. Frederick Bros. has 
completed deal with Carillo and Miss 
Morison is expected to sign later in 
the week. 

Dario and Jimmy Vernon decided 
to relight their boite late last week, 
and it was expected that Belle Baker 
be the headliner. However, 
Miss Baker claimed she needed more 
time to get ready. She may go in 
later. 

The no minimum policy follows 
that of the Vanity Fair, N. Y., which 
has been operating similarly for two 
weeks. VF management reports more 
customers, but still hasn’t given out 
comparative grosses. 








Teams 


are beefing 


that the 


in- 


struction teams are being spotted in 


the 


mountain 
displacing pro dancers 
Astaire 
working for 
|Consequently the 


hotels for free, 


adepts, it’s claimed, 


tk 


€ 


1us 


The Murray- 


are 


room and board only. 
hotel operator 


is 


spared the expense of hiring a terp- 


| twain. 


,ing angle. 
ithat the free talent give two or three 
ishows a week, but make a sizable 
'wad of coin by teaching guests, If 


iso far, but 


The professionals claim 


the course isn’t completed by the 
time pupil’s vacation is over, the 
N. Y. establishments take over. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
is currently looking into the situa- 
tion. They haven’t taken any action 
course of action, at the 
moment, appears to be ordering can- 
cellation of the cuffo terpers on the 
grounds of non-union membership. 


\If innkeeper fails to comply, AGVA 


Gimmick enabling the instructors 


to cuffo for the season is the teach- 





Bocage Blacked Out 
As Anita O’Day’s Jailed 


Anita 
Gene 
and her 
Hoff 
arrested on 


with 
bands, 
Car? 


| were 


Hollywood, Apri 
O Day 
Krupa 


vocalist 
and other 


(not the 


} 
i 


| 


] 
formerly | 


name | 


musician-husband 
bandleader ) 
narcotics charge. 


Pair were featured at Bocage nitery 


at the 
| shuttered as 
floorshow 


time, 


and 
it was 
attraction, 


spot 


Miss 


immediately 
bereft of chief 


| 
}any 
i; want to 





O'Day, 


and no replacement could be imme- 


| diately set. 

Glenn Billingsley, 
| cage property, says spot will reopen 
around April 15, 


with Peggy Lee 
and Dave Barbour combo. That 
hold until King Cole 


layout will 


Trio starts stand on May 27. 


| 
} 
} 


owner of Bo-| 


it will .pull the acts. Should 
of the dance instruction teams 
join the Guild, it’s likely 
that membership will be denied, in- 
asmuch as teachers aren’t regarded 
as professional performers. 


says 








DEALERS! ARRANGE NOW FOR 


FIRE WORKS 


FOR THE HOLIDAY TRADE! 


/ . 


We are distributors for every YZ 


kind of fireworks; catering to 
jobbers and retail outlets. 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 
ACME SALES CO., Inc. 


-», Dept. V—Box 53—Station D } 
Atlanta, Ga, “7 














THE 


April 5, Hamilton Armory, Hamilton, Ont. 


April 7, His Majesty’s Theatre, Montreal 
April 8, Niagara Folls Arena, Niagara Falls, Ont. 


INK SPOTS 





Mgt.— UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 








Billboard, March 8, 1947 
Loew's State, New York 
" Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Max Baer... blend. into a sock 


act.” 

















Variety, March 5, 1947 


provides the State theatre 
@ pair of marquee lures as 
as a few boff moments.” 





“Appearance of Slapsie Maxie 
Rosenbloom and Max Baer . 


with 
well 





—— 





NEW YORK 





FREDEFIC 


> 


FORMER WORLD’S 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION 


Max 
BAER 
Slapsy Maxie 
ROSENBLOOM 


“KING OF THE ILLITERATES” 
With 
GORDON ANDREWS at the PIANO 


Exclusive Management 


CHICAGO 


Currently 


400 CLUB, St. Louis 


Opening April 11th 
VANITY FAIR, New York 


K BROS. AGENCY, INC. 


HOLLYWOOD 
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Night Clad Reviews 


Leoa & Kddie’s, N. Y. 
‘Eddie Davis, Amory Bros. (4), 
Narda & Doves, Los Rossillianos, (2), 
Sonny King, Pablo, Harriet Lane; 
Line (8), Art Waner Orch (5); 
$3.50 minimum. 


and lighted cigaret manipulations. 
He’s apparently got good control of 
his hands and does best with making 
the cards appear. Way he repeats 
his motions over and over tends to 
slow his routine to a crawl, though. 
Line returns in a fast hula number 
to background Narda and her doves, 
an interesting act highlighted by 
Narda’s wicked hip-wriggling zs the 
'doves fly around the stage and re- 
turn to her hands. 





Eddie Davis is back on the stage 
at Leon & Eddie’s with a new reper- 
toire of songs and patter, which 
means things are perking along 








nittily at this 52d street bistro, Just | fe 
returned from his annual trek to | Four Amory Bros., who've gone | 
Florida, the genial Davis has brofight | on to good house and recording | 


+} room’s regulars back to their | dates as the result of their boff debut 
ne ot > Ss c e ra 


ringside tables and, since it still gets | here sev eral months ago, are back | 
its ‘quota of visiting Rotarians, the | with their harmonious spiritucls. | 
lub is doing as much biz, if not | Boys tee off with “Who Built D’Ark” | 


more, than most other rooms caught and achieve a nice change of pace | 


in the current slump with a straight rendition of “For 
eau » is the keynote of the new Sentimental Reasons,” winding with 
; ng Tava “her » with the 70-min- .>“ing Low” for a_beg-off. Los 
spring revue ere lin 


Rossillianos follow 
folk-terping, a 
from the 


tezms. 


with their Slavic 
refreshing change 
standard nitery dance 
Attired in ultra-bright cos- 
tumes, the couple do a well-executed 
mazurka and a fast polka for good 
response. Gal’s intriguing accent on 
the introes adds a neat touch to their 
routine, 


show offering a diversified round 
dances, comedy and magic. 
Frank Shepherd line, bolstered by a 
couple of attractive replacements 
starts things rolling with a fast 
rhumba routine, marred only occa- 
sionally by missteps on the part of 
the newcomers. Harriet Lane (New 


songs, 


Acts) follows with some intricate Davis, as usual, closes the show 
acro-terping, giving way to emcee- 


singer Sonny King. Latter-gets good 
returns with a trio of standard pops. 

Pablo, a dapper magico attired in 
the traditional top hat, white tie, 
et gets by with a series of card 


ard introductions of the 


visiting 
ringsiders Working for 


the first 
standard tux (perhaps to show off 
his Florida tan better), he introes a 
f new specialties, best of 
which are “I Do Not Choose to Run 
in 48” and “Jamaica.” Guy’s still a 
| boff entertainer, with his material 
|perfectly tailored to the room’s 
|clientele. Art Waner’s orch backs 
the show nicely and Waner rites a 
| special nod for his piano accompani- 
ment to Davis’ act. Stal. 





COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 

3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES” - 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 


$3.00 Per Copy 





group o 





(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, March 29. 
Dean Murphy, Lathrop & Lee, 
Tony Grise, Hotel Nicollet Orch 
| (12); $1.50-$2.50 min. 





Once almost exclusively a mimic, 
| Dean Murphy has expanded his tal- 
ents into those of an ace monologist- 
| comedian who essays an occasional 

song and who also reveals a high 

proficiency as a wit. He keeps his 

topical patter strictly up-to-the-min- 

voute, alec cand porasanent a@Gress. ute and includes a number of hu- 
morous references to local happen- 


} 
PAULA SMITH | ings. Here he’s an outstanding fa- 
200 W. 54th St.. New York 19, N.Y. | vorite and ace draw. 


No C.0.D.'s on any material! If en 





Customers, however, _ probably 
would be disappojnted if Murphy 
didn’t unlimber himself of his fa- 
| miliar satirical impressions ‘of the 
late President Roosevelt. 











| radio luminaries which seem to bear 
| constant repetition. So Murphy 
gives them the mimicry for good 





Hildegarde guests’ greeting stunt 
| which should be perennial for him 
_ because it no doubt tickles the van- 

ity of the customers to whom he 


| taining. 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ Lathrop and Lee are a classy- 
Currently | looking couple whose tap and other 


F : 
CIRCLE THEATRE routines approach perfection. Tony 

‘ | Grise fronts the band and vocalizes, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. | 


| opening the show with a first-rate 
* Dir.: MATTY ROSEN performance of “Glocca Morra.” 


Rees. 
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POP PLAYING "LAST FRONTIER,” LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
SON PLAYING “LOOKOUT HOUSE," KENTUCKY 


MARK J. LEDDY . 
48 WEST 48TH STREET bd NEW YORK, N.Y. 





with his songs, slightly blue comedy | 


time in a business suit instead of his | 


‘Minnesota Ter’ce, Mpls. 


Mrs. | 
, Roosevelt and numerous screen and | 


| measure, -too. He also repeats the | 


HELENE WARD | refers, permits amusing topical in- 
| terpolations and is always enter- | 


Oidtime Operettas 
Opening Cafe Way 
With ‘Tab Versions’ 


If the Vienna cafe, N. Y., is any 
criterion, oldtime operetias of the 
“Student Prince” and “Blossom 
Time” type may well have found a 
considerable amount of_ increased 
playing time even after its useful- 
ness on the road has been outlived. 

The Vienna cafe, right off Central 
Park West in the 70’s, where a con- 
siderable number of German and 
Austrian expatriates congregate, has 
been staging 35-minute operettas for 


| the past two years with considerable 


success on a negligible budget. At 
that. they’ve infused a high degree 
of melodic moments, and even have 
a degree of name value, by Teutonic 
standards, with Herman Leopoldi in 
the cast. Taken in the beer-and- 
pretzels spirit the Vienna's pres- 
entation should constitute a good 
evening’s fun even for the midtown 
bistro habitues. 

As currently constituted, the shin- 


digs staged at the Vienna won't give 


the Shuberts any sleepless nights. 
However, the Vienna does show op- 


eretta possibilities in cafes. 


As shown here, the legit type ve- 
hicle is a prime lesson in gemutlich- 
keit. Beer and oompahpah music 
does that to a Teuton type pa- 
tronage. With more important ve- 
hicles, it’s conceivable that it could 
entice considerable downtown trade 

Most important item on the bill is 
Leopoldi’s presence. Prewar an im- 
portant musical and stage personage 
in Vienna, he’s still a considerable 
draw for the Austrian expatriates. 
He’s an entertainer of great charm 
and background who has done con- 
siderable concert and legit work in 
this country as well. 

In addition, he’s good fun as the 
central figure in “Cowboy in Vien- 
na.” a 35-minute opus written by 
Jimmy Berg, with music by Leopoldi 
| and other German waltz writers, 
and directed by Michael Kaufman, 
with staging by Leo Pleskow, band 
leader there. 

In so brief a space little more than 
Pon ok on melodies is pos- 
sible. The plot of a Viennese com- 
poser in Texas is a little too far- 
fetched. and a slight romance. be- 
tween Bob Farrall and Margaret 
Weakland constitutes most of the 
offering. There are some assists 
by Dave Kaufman, the band’s drum- 
mer, who plays a_ lyric-writing 
drummer, and a bit by one of the 
waiters, Robert Langfelder, as a 
| Viennese cabbie. It sounds ridic, but 
it isn’t with a few beers under the 
belt. 

Two assisting principals. Miss 
Weakland and Farrall, have _ legit- 
type voices and impress as having 
taken this job until the Shuberts can 
spot them for “Student Prince. 
Both have good stage presence and 
| nicely cultivated pipes. 

The Vienna presents its operettas 
at 11 p.m. but runs_ floorshows 
earlier in the evening to keep its 
diners occupied. Same _ principals 
perform in the regulation-type lay- 
out. Jose. 





Rogers Corner, N. Y. 
| Don Baker Musicomics (5), Joe 
| aaeer Trio, Nocturnes (4); no mini- 
mum. 





lure, Three outfits share the po- 
dium in the large muraled room 
and the corn is really husked right 
down to the kernels. 

Joe Sater trio, comprising. bass, 
accordion and electric guitar, pre- 
viously had appeared in ~* various 
Philly spots.. They open with bi- 
zarre arrangement of “Caravan,” 
follow with “September Song,” list- 
lessly sung by bass player. Boys 
later vocal a sleepy interpretation 
of “Dream.” 

Nocturnes® consisting of piano, 
trumpet, guitar and bass, offer some 
dated rhythm guaranteed to make 
the yokels happy. Run through 
“Oh Marie,” Italian folk song, with 
dead pan vocal by trumpeter. Fol- 
low with “Managua” and a rhumba, 
“I'll Be Yours.” None is particu- 
larly exciting. 

Don Baker Musicomics is con- 
sistent with the rest of the enter- 
tainment. Outfit, composed of piano, 
drum, electric guitar and sax, is 
principally built around sax player, 
presumably Baker. They tee off with 
a noisome “Misunderstood” and Ba- 
ker warbles a feeble “You Call It 
Madness.” It bears little resemblance 
to the Columbo original. All stops 
are pulled on “Heartaches” with 
Baker garnishing the tune with 
whistles, et al. Baker’ long, al- 
legedly comic spiel about the un- 
essentialness of applause should be 
deleted. It adds nothing. 

Show itself is overboard on males. 
Some femme musicians and vocal- 
ists a la Mary Osborne or Mary Lou 
Williams would provide much need- 
ed contrast. Biz meagre when 
caught, Wednesday (26). 


Rie Cabana, (hi 
Chicago, March 25. 
Irwin Corey, Dinning Sisters (3). 
Copsey & Ayres, Nancy Doran, Bob 
Lee, Line (6), Cee Davidson Orch 
| (8); $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 


| 
' billing here with dialect patter and 














gag attire that quickly captures cus- | 
them | 


tomers’ laughs and _ holds 


Wednesdity, April 2, 1947 . 
| 


New Horizon, Chi 
(HOTEL CONTINENTAL) 


throughout. Dinning Sisters, chirp 
trio, in strapless, owered gowns 
range from adequate to top-drawer 


ith songs. Copsey and Ayres; . Chicago, March 
dance team, cut prime'slice with un-| Seldon Reed, Marianne Fedcie, 
usual terping. Ballerina Nancy | Del Rene Orch (7), 





Doran, makes tasty soloist for six 


Rio Lovelies who do pony stint as Del Rene’s band, new to Chi, al. 


Bob Lee, baritone, handles” the} though playing hinterlands for Se 
ocals. ; ‘ . : cheeks . 
= Cana znd Ayres make _ flash two years, makes solid impression 


opening with India garb of gold and on 
black that sets mood for oriental 
head movements and silken smooth 
coordinated hafid motions, Eastern 
motif is quickly discarded when 


customers with dance tunes 
and background music for Seldon 
Reed, tenor and contralto Marianne 
Fedele. Orch’s instrumentation, led 





Quantity rather than quality is the | 
watchword at this visiting firemen | 


Irwin Corey gets and earns top 


twosome break into fast native kick by Rene’s sax is piano, drums, bass, 


ithat gives act balance and plenty whe = - re Sax. 
| audience response. Encore with jit- axes urnish most of basic 
i terbug routine rhythms with rest chiming jp to 





Dinnings bow in with “Zip-a-Dee- furnish sweet mixture for “J Want 


Do-Da” “and then slip into Calypso | ES ‘ me Happy. , Rae Believe,” 
He Like It, She Like It,” that sets “Ren : vb sae esterday” and 
tepidly. Come back strong with ememoet 
Both Seldon Reed 


| jump rendition of “Sooner or Later,” | 
land close with unique hillbilly ver- 
sion of “The Gypsy.’ 


tenor and 
Marianne Fedele, contralto, are just 


| short of mark in jazz renditions but 


’ ' come back strong in ne Classies 

From moment Corey enters with 6 ‘ld oe : aa Pe ¥ = ul Cla Sical 

over-sized soup and fish and tie 7 shiatic nie = By ‘t spotted for 
S{ ! r ( roon i! . 

running to knees he has customers : would 


prove ideal in light opera field. Gal 


; ‘ 7 ‘ > "ene Oo P 
in palm of hand. “Does reading of particularly proves point with so-sg 


| report to club members, thzt for re- 


‘ob on “Brazil” but makes strong 
strained incisive comé dy is in class | feturn with “Gianini Mia” Tenos 
by itself. Then turns to pure French | ,j.,. warm touch to “Irish Eyes” 

4 t i re y > « ” 4. ~ 
| that is occ oe made eer Se and “Danny Boy,” then grabs solid 
| suggestive English gre au customer mitt with “Night and Day" 
| timing and gags make material sit | ang “September Song.” 
icomfortably in lap of audience. . 





Ends with recording bit on “Figaro” | ———______—_— — 
for boff returns. »s 

Chorines are better than average 
dancers and are tastefully cos- | 
tumed 


Tuy. cates 


pa 
——— Continued from page 47 





AL BORDE PRESENTS 
The Sensational 





| 
| 





| 
| 
year when American Federation of | 
Musicians and various culinary and | 
waiter unions obtained a 20% wage | 
increase. Effects didn’t make itself | 
felt immediately, but pinch came | 
| when grosses started slipping prior 
| to the Christmas season. 
Downward Trend 

Trend has since been downward, | 
but operators expect some pickup 
to come with the end of the Easter 
shopping season, and influx of vis- 
itors into New York during the sum- 
mer. American Legion convention in 
N. Y. in August is expected to pro- 
vide an appreciable lift. A spot like | 


the Carnival, N. Y., anticipates huge | BENNY MEROFF 


summer business with the Olsen and 5100 Aleda Club, Chicage 
Johnson show, inasmuch as these 


comics are big draws with the out | 
| of town trade. 

Latter spot points out fact that | 
since there’s currently not enough | 
| business to keep all niteries in the | 
black, trade is flowing to cafes | 
which have top attractions. Thus, 
Lucienne Boyer at Cafe Society 
Uptown, and Carl Brisson at the 
Versailles, are pulling profitable | 
| grosses, | 
| In the absence of attractions, boni- 
| faces figure that the surest way of 
staying open is to lower the break- 
ing point. Latin Quarter currently 
























STEVE EVANS 








Offering 
breaks even at $28,000; Vanity || HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
| Fair is off the nut at an estimated P Currently 
‘ : \ PATERSON 
| $28,000; Embassy's happy at $12,000 | a MAITY ROSEN 
j}and the Rio Cabana is over the 





'hump at $16,000. 
Currently, ops are figuring at re- 
| ducing staffs midweek and taking on 
| added employees over the weekends. 
It's pointed out that full houses are 
still the rule on Fridays and Sat- 
| urdays. 

Consequently, nitery ops still do 
not consider themselves counted out. 
They still feel they'll be. on top 











come the fall. 139 E. 57th Se, WY. C. PL. 9-470. 
- = -_ $$ 











BOOKING 
AGENCY 





GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





| 


a AL 

















coy De 


er rs a ee ee. | a. . a. 


at a 


a Aeon ae LAA eS SS 





i sasalete 


~ 
a Ged eet ot ot (OU CU 




















“Wednesday, April 2, 1947 





— 


OBITUARIES 


MACK DAVIS 

k Davis, 47, producer of ice 
shews at the St. Regis hotel, N.Y., 
riter and personal manager, 
died in New York after a heart at- 
March 27. He was a member 

of the American Society of Com- 
rs, Authors and Publishers, hav- 

ing written number of tunes which 
achieved popularity. Among them 
were: “Moon Love,” “Come Around 


the Corner,” “Just a Moon Ago,” | 
“Yesterday's Love,” “An Evening in | 


Paris” and “There's Music in the 
Stars.” 


Davis started as a violinist and af- | 


ter a period of songwriting, joined 
the then CBS Artists Bureau. When 
the FCC ordered the dissolution of 
the network talent agencies, the CBS 
bureau. was taken over by Music 


joined that agency as a vice-presi- 
dent. . . | 

He remained with MCA until his 
resignation at the end of last year, 


Honor of the Family” 
plays, making her la: 
in “Personal 
years ago. 


last appearance 
Appearance” sevéra] 


GEORGE W. ERDMANN 
George W. Erdmann, pioneer ex- 





hibitor and for past 21 years secre- eign publicity director of United 
tary of the Cleveland Motion Pic- Attists, died in New York March 31. | 
ture Exhibitors’ Assn., died in War- | /0ree other sons survive her. 


rensville, O., March 28 

Starting as a newsreel cameraman 
Erdmann became a theatre owne! 
in his hometown, Albany. N. Y.. and 
in Buffalo. After moving to Cleve- 
land, he 


managed exchanges for 


| Paramount and First National until 


when he left to service the St. Regis | 


ice show which he had produced 


and directed for many years. 


He | 


also was personal manager of Jan | 


August, Monica Lewis and Larry 
Douglas. 
Survived by widow. 


LEONARD GROVER 
Leonard Grover, 88, retired actor 


joining the exhibitors’ assn 
He was credited with inaugurat- 
ing the showing of films to invalids 


Corp. of America in 1940 and he | and shut-ins in hospitals and sani- 


| 


tariums nationally. 
Surviving are a son, daughter and 
brother 


LEON M. LION 
Leon M. Lion, 68, British actor. 
manager and producer, died in Sus- 
sex, England, March 28. He made 


| his first stage appearance in 1895 at 


the Olympic theatre, London. in 

“True Blue” and successively ap- 

peared in many other productions. 
In 1918 he diverted to producing 


j}and is reputed as having produced 


and one time playmate of Abraham | 


Lincoln’s son, Tad, died March 24 in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Born in Baltimore, 


| which 
Grover came | 


from a theatrical family inasmuch | 
| Chinese Puzzle,” which ran over a 
| year in London and was later pro- iS an art director at Metro. 

| duced in the U. S. by Lee Shubert. | June Haver to Jimmy Zito, remar- 


as his father, Leonard Grover, Sr. 


TO MY DEAR FRIENC 


MACK DAVIS 


{ Will Remember You 
JAC. LEWIS 


managed the Grovers and Front 
Street theatres in Washington dur- 
ing the Lincolnian era. The younger 
Grover appeared with Stuart Rob- 
son and William H. Crane in “Our 
Boarding House”, comedy written 
by his father, and subsequently was 
seen in stock at the Park Theatre, 
Boston, and at Col. Sinn’s Park 
Theatre, Brooklyn. 

He also appeared in vaudeville 
and was the author of such vaude 
sketches as “The Star Spangled 
Banner”, “The Old Sea Dog” and 
‘Cockeyed Hogan.” Among other 
legit productions in which he was 
seen was “Private Secretary” pre- 
sented at A. N. Palmer’s Madison 
-Sq. Theatre, N. Y. 

Surviving is his widow, known 
peatessionally as Kitty O'Neill. 
urial took place in Kensico, N. Y. 
under the auspices of the Actors’ 


ee 


ALLAN WOoD 

Allan Wood, 55, actor and play- 
wright, died in St. Petersburg, Fla., 
March 26. 

Wood entered show business at 
the age of 17, and was partnered 
with “Doc” Rockwell in team of 
Rockwell and Woed for 10 years 
Act Is reputed to have been one 
0° the first teams to play the Palace, 
A Y., eight times within a year. 

hile act was playing the Mc- 
mr circuit, Australia, he married 


aa on same bill, who survives 


P acc dissolving with Rockwell he 
artes to writing and authored 
pe appeared in several sketches 
Serials on radio in New York. 
ene, authored the play, “The 
“* Link,” produced by Chester 
; “A the Golden theatre, N. Y.., 
Ware When subsequently sold to 
cal s. Smothers for films Wood 
ahs Hollywood to write film 
ys for various studios. 


MRS. EUGENIE L. WOODWARD 
Ts. Eugenie Lindeman 
— actress, died in 
ns, N. Y., March 29. 
an ae codward began her acting 
iene the age of 10 in San Fran- 
so Mee Played in various stock 
ne nies before appearing in New 
hon eo with the famous Ada 
Robser or a season she was with 
Guesce* Crane, and also with 
of Wi 7eorge under the management 
: illiam A, Brady. 
ir Pre she joined E. H. Sothern 
wh + Namal remaining with 
Tepertoi, ve years in Shakespearian 
ae fies eee C. Tyler engaged 
later a € Road to Happiness” and 
Sees appeared with Lionel 
a e in “The Copperhead.” 
SUpported Otis Skinner in “The 


Wood- | 





che Colvin, who had been ap- | 





! 


over 
End. 


100 plays in London's 
He also wrote several 
he also produced, 


plays, 
including 


and other | 


West | 


“The Man Who Stole the Castle,” “In | 


the Snare,” “Blinkers” and “The 


ABEL A. VIGARD 

Abel A. Vigard, 49, a veepee of 
Warner Brothers Theatres, died in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., March 25. He was 
a brother-in-law of Joseph 
Hazen, prexy of Hal Wallis Prod- 
uctions. 

Born in Newberry, S. C., he later 
attended Yale Law School, where he 
was editor of the Yale Law Journal. 
After practicing privately in New 
York for several years, he became 
a member of Warners legal depart- 
ment and eventually became a vee- 
pee of theatres division. 

Survived by widow 
brothers. : 


and two 


CLARENCE B. EVANS 

Clarence B. Evans, 58, for 27 years 
a viola player with the Chicago 
Symphony orchestra, and for 12 
years conductor of the Chicago 
Businessmen’s orchestra, died March 
29 in Evanston, Ml. 

Prior to his Chicago associations, 
he was with the San Francisco Sym- 
phony orchestra for several years. 
He was also a member of the Berk- 
shire and the Gordon String quar- 
tets. 

Surviving are-his widow and two 


; Sons. 


~-_--—-_—— 


“PUNY” HAWKINS 

“Puny” Hawkins, manager and 
emcee of KFH Ark. Valley Boys, 
died March 30 in. Wichita, Kans., 
after a heart attack. 

He had headed the KFH stage and 
dance unit since 1939. He also played 
in stock companies earlier in career 
and in silent films for Universal 
Pictures. 


LOUIS ADLON 

Louis Adlon, former film actor, 
and member of the famous Berlin 
hotel family, died in Los Angeles 
from a heart attack, March 31. He 
was husband of Rose Davies. sister 
of former film actress Marion 
Davies. 

Survived by widow. 


LOUISE BAVE 

Louise Bave Johnson, wife of Prof. 

Inman Johnson, voice teacher, 
died March 25 at Louisville, Ky. 
Known professionally as Louise 
Bave, Mrs. Johnson was at one time 
featured soloist on Major Bowes 
Family radio program, and appeared 
at the Capitol theatre. She had also 
appeared with Philharmonic orches- 
tras in New York. 

Survived by husband, 
brother and sister. 


R. 


mother. 


SAM FLIASHNICK ; 

Sam Fliashnick, agent, known in 
the trade as Sam Ash, died of @ 
heart attack in Miami Beach, Fia., 
March 27. Fliashnick, shortly before 
his death resigned from the Moe 
Gale agency, where he was a one- 


his health. 
Prior to joining the Gale agency, 


he was road 
Spots and served in a similar ca- 


| 
| 


| 


} 


H factress; groom a nitery emcee. 


| general 








| 
} 


| daughter. 
manager for the Ink | Father is 
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pacity for many years with Duke | 
Ellington band. 


FRED D. WILLIAMS 

Fred D. Williams, 65, pioneer. 
radio manufacturer and prexy of | 
the Radio Manufacturers Assn., died | 
in Philadelphia, March 30, cfter a. 
long illness. He was assistant to the 
president of Philco and formerly | 
was with Grigsby-Grunow. : 
Survived by wife and two sons. 


Mother, 86, of Samuel Cohen, for- 





Father, 84, of Carter Barron, Loew 
division manager for Washington- 
area, died in Clarkeville 
March 25 





Virginia 
Ga.. on 

Sen-in-law of Nat Kalcheim. band 
and theatre dept. head of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, N. Y.. died in 
New York, March 30 

Mother of Charles E. Henderson. | 
20th-Fox musical director, died 
March 25 in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 

Virginia Weidler to Lionel Krisel. 
Las Veyas, March 27. Bride 
screen actress 

Terry Marks to Sidney Walten, 
Stamford, Conn., April 2. Groom is | 
ragio commentator. 

Beatrice Taper to Herbert L. Per- 
er, Pittsburgh, March 30. Groom 
owns the Park and Novelty theatres, 
Pitt 

Patricia B. Jancsar to Regis J. Fis- 
burn, Pittsburgh, March 15. Bride’s | 
with RCA theatre service office in 
Pitt. 

Charlotte 
Duce, Los Angeles, March 30. Groom 


is a] 


riage, Los Angeles, March 26. Bride | 


is a screen actress; groom a musi- 


| cian. 


to Stan Early, 
Bride is a film 


Jean Ackerson 
Honolulu, March 7. 

Nadyne Elimore to William | 
Schorr, Las Vegas, March 26. Bride 
radio actress; groom is 
director. 

Mimi Schunzel 
sumny, Las Vegas, 
Groom is a film actor. 

Beatrice Springer to Bernard J. | 
Cohen, New York, March 30. Bride | 

daughter of Century Theatres’ 
manager, Joseph R. 


legit | 


is 


Ra- 
26. 


to Mikhail 
March 


| 
is 


Springer. 

Peggy Lloyd to Alen Bradley, New 
York, March 21. Bride is radio 
actress: groom is studio supervisor 
at WOV, N. Y. 

Barbara Moffett to Louis Marx, | 
March 29, Miami Beach. He’s the | 
toy manufacturer, w.k. in show busi- 
ness, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Lew King, daughter, 
Phoenix, Ariz., March 23. Father is 
radio sportscaster on KPHO and 
KRUX. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Gerard, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, March 26. 
Father's an announcer_ at WCAE, 
Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mack, daughter, 
Chicago, recently. Father is Filmack 
Trailers’ production head. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Petrauskas, Jr., 
daughter, New York, March 24. 
Father is Republic Pictures’ treas- 
urer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. McCar- 
thy, daughter, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
March 26. Mother is the former 
Diana Carlton, radio and legit ae- 
tress: father’s a WNBC newscaster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Sterns, son, 

New York, March 29. Mother is 
Barbara Adams, legit actress; father 
is with “Voice of the Turtle’ on 
tour. : 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcel Reeds, son, 
Schenectady, N.Y., March 26. Father 
is a control rocm operator at WGY 
in that city 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Lynn, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, March 21, Father is 
a radio announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lex Barker, son, 
Hollywood, March 25. Mother is the 
former Constance Thurlow of the 
screen: father is a contract player 
at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Lieberman, son, 
20. Father's the Barnesboro, 
theatre owner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Ginsburg, son, 
Pittsburgh. March 21. Father’s an 
auditor in WB's Pittsburgh zone. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Noble. 
daughter, Hollywood, March 27. 
Father is a radio actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Weiss, son, 
New York, March 30. Father is a 


Ernest (Bunny) 
Pittsburgh, March 
Pa., 





night booker, to go to Florida for | songwriter. 


and Mrs. Herbert Bonus, | 
New York, March 25. | 
relief manager for RKO} 


theatres in Rockaway, N. ¥. 


Mr. 


| Merebeth 


| Tho as & 
Rock 


i} Connee 


} Trip 


M. Schwarz to Richard ! 3 


} Martin 


| Gertadine 


| 4 Elgins 


| Arthur 


,c 


| Sonny 
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Variety Bills 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parenthesis indicate circuit: 


(P) Paramount; (R) 


(I) inde 


RKO; (W) /armer 


ndent; 


{L) Leew; 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (L) 2 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Old 
Harvey Stone 
Music Hall (1) 
Lucile Cummings 
Brunhilda Roque 
Charles Kulkeski 
Glen Hurris 
Arnaut Bros 
A« 





romaniacs 
Vertzulis 
ites 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Or« 
Paramount 
jimmy De 
Jordan Ty 
Pat Henning 
| nsn ey 
Roxy (ft) 4 
Boswell 
Miles 
Shaver 
Rich'd 


(P) 2 
sev tire 


m o 


ackie 
Kuster 
© George & 
Peters Sis 
State (L) 
Miekey Rooney 
Estellita 
‘The Marvelettes 
Will Mastin 3 
Abilgail & Buddy 
Sid Gould 
Strand (W) 
Cab Calloway 
Dusty Fleitche 
Miller B & Lois 
Ravens 
BRONX 
Windsor ()) 
Leon 2 ds 
M tauise & 
} Whitaker 


| 


4 


4 


dire 


rhe 


5-6 
Chas 
Bros 
t Poms 
& Fall 
BROOKLYN 
Fiatbush (1) 
Fayvne & Fester 
Los Aces ® 
Tommy Hanlon 
Ruth Wells 
Osmond Sis 
QUEENS 
Jamaica 
Alan Rene 
‘lem Bellings Co 
Jans & Martell 
Miriam Gwinn 
& Florenz 
Deloen Sis 
Jack Parker 
Leny Lane 
F & P Cole 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 
Sis 
Hedell & Mattson 
Georgie Kaye 


5-6 


2-5 





3 


| Gautiers Bricklyv 


(i) 3-5 
& Joe 

Newtown 

Verdi 


State 


Noel 
Locke & 


6-9 
LaFleur 
Marie Lawlor 
P MeWilliams 
J & J Blair 

BOSTON 
Boston (RK) 3 
Cavalluro Ore 
1& M Nagle 
Whitson Bros 
Ross Wyse 


BOUND 


Co 


BROOK 
Brook (1) 5-6 
Allan B & Shoerty 
Chuck Smith 
vr & P Cole 
(two to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 4-6 
The Veronas 
Lee Noble 
Freddie Jenal 
York & Pierce 
3 Chestertields 
CHICAGO 
Chieage (P) 
Rolly Rolls 
Digitanos 
Harold Barnes 
Oriental (1) 3 
Vaughn Monroe O 
Johnny Mack 
Regal (FP) 4 
King Cole 3 
Ernie Fields Bd 


. 





| (four 


J 
| Helene & 


i 4 
| Ws 


| Steve 


| Fiske 


| Rob Creshys 


| Lawal 


Edwards Sis 
Garner & Wilson 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 6-8 
Charlie Spivak Ore 

Frank Marlowe 
Mack 
Russ 


& Desmond 
Clark 
DAYTON 
(KR) 
( Lombardo 
Pitchmen 

Rob 
P 


Keiths 3 


rus Ore 
hiiopkins 
ryde & Dave 
HARTFORD 
Stute (1) 4-6 
Thornhill Orc 
Joe Mooney 4 
Prof Backwards 
Low Hite & 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 
johnny Longe Ore 
Danny Dray 
Lenny Gale i 
te fill i 
INDIANAPOLIS | 
} 


c 


Sitamniey 


6 ; 


son 


Circle (1) 3 
Glenn Miller Band 
rex Beneke 
Howard 
Marshal Bros 

MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 2 
cvans 
ilter Walters 
Ray Enegtish 
Rigeletto B & 
Aimee Sis 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 3-6 
! Gladmeor 
Mildred 
Vionroe &€ Adan 
Evans 
S\ivia Manon 
7-9 


Jr 


a i 
Wavne 


s 


| 
Renee & Jim j 
Poms 
Locke & Verdi 
Normat Nassar 
i Gobs 
PHILADELPUTLA 
Carman (1) 3 
Frank Paris 
Keaton & Arnfield 
The Martins 
& Trama 
Earle (W) 4 
Ore 
Kddie Rio | 
3 Dunhills 
READING 
Rajah (1) 3-5 
Johnny Desmond 
The Modernaires 
Bane 
Danny Drayson 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 4 
Gautiers Steplech’e | 
Juck Leonard } 
% Merrigals | 
George lLaTour 
Ariene Colyer 
Paul Walker Ore 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 
Johnny Seat Davis | 
Tim Herbert 
The Rudels 
Peggy Ryan 
J & M Muleay 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (1) 3-6 
Pat Hogan 
4 Fantinos 
Reedy & Jovce 
Freddie Stritt 
Peggy Taylor 2 
D& D Workman j 
WASHINGTON — | 
Capitol (LL) 3 j 
Kanazawa 3 
P Franks & Janyce j 
Terry Lawlor } 
Paul Regan 
Howard (1) 4 
Count Basie Ore 
The Chocolateers 
Apus & Estralita 
Shorts Davis 
Jimmy Rushin 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (1) 6 
Gonzales Duo 
F Bartholomew 
Clayton & Phillips 
Del Cartier 
(two te fill) 


} 
} 














Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
fohn Buckmaster 
Phil Gordon 
Ellis Larkin 8 
Joan Nichols 
Stuart Ross 


Cafe Soctety 
(Dew atown) 
Olivette Miller 
Cennie Sawyer 
cliff Jackson 
Josh White 
i C Heard Ore 
Cafe Sovclety 
(Uptewn) 
Luctenne Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Edmund Ha! Ore 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppets 
Cc & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 
Reid Ore 
China Dell 
Keye Luke 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li 
Tai Sings 
Embassy 
Charles Trenet 
Jose Mellis Ore 
Ralph Font Or 
leeland 
Milt Britton Unit 
Latin Quartesr 
A Lee Simpkins 
Jack Cele Ders 
Francis & Grey 
Pierre Cartier 
Hal Raywin 
Cecil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 
Leon & wadle’s 
Eddie Davis 
King 
fhe Amorys 
Narda 
Ftossillia ner 
Warriet Dane" 


Pable 


Sun 


| 


Monte Carie 
Dick Gasparre © 
Roberte 
Maya (ire 

Momusian 
Jackie Whillips 
Sadie Banks 
) Dover 
Joe Le Porte Ore 
Village tnp 
Rand Show 


Lou Ashe 
Chavez Ore 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Havana-stadard 
Carlos Ramirez 
Rodriquez & Phyllis 
Noro Morales 
Rosita Segovia 
Sacasas 
Belmont-Plaza 
Kay Vernon 
Don Tannen 
Gerri Gale 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Nino Ba 
Hetel Biltmore 
Phit Wayne Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Jack Edward Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Bissell & Fariey 
Alomas Hawalians 
The Chanteurs 
Barry Bros Ore 
Copacabana 
Ruth Etting 
Raye & Naildi 
Steen & Tasher 
Paul Winchell 
Bill Shirley 
Julie Wilsen 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Aiverez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Pref Backwards 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
eed 


| Frankle Carle Orc 


| Cass Harrison Ore 


| Mischa Borr Ore 


|Cass Harrison 2 
14 


|NTG Revue 


| Gloria 


} Milt 


| Za 


Jack Mathers 

Noble Sissle Ore 

Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 

P.osita Rios 

Miguel & Albaiciz 

Alice Farrar 

Bob Turk 

Hotel Pennsylvanh 


Hotel Pierre 
Apollon 

(Chester Dolphin 
Chas Reader Ore 


Dave 


Hotel 
Hildegarde 
Hal Kanner Ore 
Mionte Ore 

Hotel Reosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 

Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Tito Guizar 

F & E Barry 

Emil Coleman Ore 


Plaza 


Little Club 


Rogers Corner 
Don Baker 
Esquires 
Joe Sater " 


Rio Cabana 


Aces 
King 
Romona Lanz 
Machito Ore 
Jose Curbello 
Ruban Bleu 
Marion Bruce 
Massey 


Radio 





Vera 


Bernie George 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Kirby Walker 
Marais & Miranda 
Cedric Wallace 8 
Wally Blacker 


Versuities 
Carl Brisson 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Maxine Sullivan 
Muriel Gaines 
Pete Seeger 
; Flames 
Don Frye 
Vanity Falr 
Gertrude Niessen 
Jan Murray 
Bob Williame 
Nelle Fisher 
Gioria Gilbert 
Boyd Raeburn 
Ginnie Powell 
jive! 
Bob Lee 
Kay Carole 
Stuart Langley 
Peggy Palmer 
D'Quincey & Giv'ns 
Zanxibar 
Art Tatum 
Thelma «Carpenter 
Eddie Rector 
D Dickens Ore 
Zimmerman’s 
Gene Kardos 
Janezi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paul Arnold 
Sinclair & Alds 
Helen Wenzel 
Olwa Orlova 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Russ Carlyle Ore 
Joey Bishop 

Chez Paree 
Fleanore Powell 
Boy Foy 
Carl Ravazza 
Larry Storeh 
Gay Claridge Ore 
Don Chiesta Orc 
Adorables (12) 

Colosimo’s 
Joey Faye 
Leo Fuld 
Moss 
Irving Bensen 
Dore Ruby 
Mary Jo Bell 
Nan Huston 

Copacabana 
Betty Reilly 
Virginia MeGraw 
Jimmie Burrell) 
Arnie Barnett 
Pancho Ore 
Copa Cover Girle 
Phil Foster 

Hotel Bismarck 
Joseph Sudy Ore 
Georgie Gobles 
The Martinis 
Lenore 
Norma Warner 
L & G Cansino 
Eddie Fens Ore 

Hotel Blackstone 
Morton Dewney 
Ramos Orch 

Hotel Congress 
Toe Vera Ore 
Sam Bari 
Hotel Continenta) 
Bach's Ore 


> > on Reed 
H Edgewater Beach 
Stephen Kisley (re 
Make Believes (3) 
Harbers & Dale 
Song Stytists (4) 
Dorothy Hild Deere 
Presten Lambert 
Betty Gray 
Hetel Sherman 
Carl Marx 
Herbie Fields Ore 
Jan August 
Monica Lewis 
Hetel Stevens 
Don McCrane Ore 
The Cradgoc ke (2) 
Frankson 
Boulevar-Dears 
Latin Quarter 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Geraldine Du Boils 
Paul White 
Elrey Peace 
Corwin Sis 
Sal Klein Ore 
Sky Riders (4) 
Palmer Heuse 
Griff Willlams Ore 
Dorothy Shay 
Artini & Consuelo 
Cc & A Jenes 
Abbott D'neers (12) 
Rie Cabana 
Dinning Sis 
Irwin Corey 
Copsey & Ayers 
Don Bradfield 
‘the Levelies (6) 
Cee Davidson ‘re 
Vine Gardens 
Larry Ross 
Phil D' Rey 
Joe Kish Ore 








Marianne Fedele Mel Cole Ore 


E: New Act 


HARRIET LANE 
Acro-Dancer 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Harriet Lane, an attractive young- 
ster, impresses with the standard 
spins, kicks and handstands in an 
intriczte acro-terp reutine. Ga) is 
a good dancer besides being adept 
at the acrobatics, as evidenced by 
a semi-impressionistic tango num- 

r. 

Present stint comprises two num- 
bers, with her somersaults sans use 
of arms at the finish earning her 
nice reception. She’s okay for similar 
nitery and vaude dates. Stal 


Ad Shorts 


———— €optinued from page 4 
— 


























theatres are showing trailer-type ad- 
vertising films for which they get 
paid. These are quick, direct prod- 
uct plugs, however, and first-class 
houses won’t use them. They are, 
however, using the two MOT films, 
one on New York State and the other 
on the N. Y. Stock Exchange, and 
de Rochemont believes with many 
more commercials coming up from 
the flock of producers now in the 
biz, it is possible a revolutionary 
switch will come about in theatre 
shorts market. 

MOT, which uses the same staff on 
the commercials as it does on regular 
releases, as a consequence gets @ 
considerably higher price for them 
than most other makers. Neverthe- 
less, it currently has on hand eneugh 
orders to keep it occupied until 
October, with many industries turn- 
ing to this form of advertising. 

De Rochemont leaves New York 
next Wednesday (9) for six weeks 
of huddles with MOT staffers and 
20th-Fox distribution men abroad. 

Alvin Geller, formerly in the Wil- 
liam Morris agency one-nighter 


4 dept: now assistant te Lou~ Wal- 





Killy Banks 





Shepard Chernus 
Art Waner Ore 


Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 


| ters, operator of the Latin Quarter, 
N. ¥. 
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Chicag 


Chances of Tobacco Road 
Brighten in New Political Setup 























Some Vet Ist Nighters 
Give Shows the Brush 
Due to Early Curtain 


Because some managers have been 



































Inside Stuf—Legt 


End of the fourth 
year of Theatre Guild’ 
Rod uild’s “ ‘ 
cok ane i decllag se saat on ney Pho why rah cael 
¥ musica] 


















































uled Pope Edward J, Kelly, who ¢ 
icago for 14 years, not a starting 
. r ’ premiere 
in the mayoralty election Sh ° R 8 p. m. or shortly ne te at | March 31, 1943. For the occasion Th 
Road mY which |B gn oe ows in Rehearsal commodate a small minority ee Le ee eer merece Helburn, Lawrence tikes 
, e forced off there| “Miracl ics, a numbe i id : rstein, Agnes d i gn At 
after a short stay, is bei : e in the Mountains” “be r of inveterate first ances), and Armina M e Mille (wh er, 
eing consid- | Archer Ki ns”— | nighters ha ° arshall were togged HO staged meetin 
ered for presentation in Chi : ing and Harrison W ve been noticeably ab- | “4S cut. Th : out as Indi the | 
é hull ood-| sent. They f e anniversary wa ans whe xplail 
Show played th cw on. aad : y frankly state that being | F : s pepped up by radi ae, i the e 
when, during natn oo Rapa ( The Barretts of Wimpole Street” as to rush from dinner 0g Allen's, program; also network shows ta nee wane the tal 
paign, Kelly sloughed the sete sp Ay a0 Cornell. sortash to be on time for the first s on Monday (31). Oklahoma!” be pad be 
mun: Grema- Meure Phill Be ord- | Three Indelicate Ladies” (“Mor b ain makes playgoing too tough In the N. Y. Times Sunday (30) elo. Equi 
lead at the time. played the —_ Murders” )—Hunt Srenbire. an assignment. : he stated that how the Guild rais ep contributed an artic} the W 
‘sé - ’ ° » | awrtna "er aise ; 4 
‘“ Road sd? chs ahs: sieeik” Saki peor ig Spengler. Poor gy ~- Bayard Swope, one of the Roce bers clear to me...it was a asa cueenTt to put on “Oklahe Which and w 
ais season. tour suddenly ending Ss. P — Harry Clay Blaney, =r faithful of Broadway first- | Ha ee ) over-dressed women.. the Theat with no questionable 1 is union 
when John Barton, the lead ied, YS and Roy Steckler. | nighters, is strongly opposed to the | Hammerstein hadn’t had a hit in 10 atre Guild was on its © jokes two 3 
James Barton, his Seencmny died. | A Young Man’s Fancy”— 8 o'clock idea. Former editor | score without (Larry) Har years, Rodgers was Its last legs howe 
_—. is nephew, who} Adri ncy Henry | the N mer editor of | note , y art (deceased) d : as doing his fre 
play ed the leed for years on Broad- go ne the N. Y. World sees no logic in be- | ng Mamoulian (show's stager) was a Prvee obviously couldn't 'S first the 
ip is a possibility for the show if | BP erg Reel” — Experimental om 5 omen ras theatre, and has vs tes Cecil’s niece.” The pa cael movie diiedey's ; sen 
eee the boards again in Chi- ee hence # objected a number of ‘on " aa nh roe Lilacs,” a straight play sPacanal - based on Lynn _— sein 
go. He was in “Th | SENS is.season after the Critics eos other it by the sume c Sages. peSDNS by the Guild. « iggs’ may 
Cometh” but is not on tear aoe Aussie P d Circle sent “ant ts. the nd oe Molnar's “Liliom.” idcidars Mt tear (Guild and RAH? o rn pictur 
rab ip Otel dreams. Civic thea. | To ucer Walton | that reviewers would lke “6 little = We're mighty: glad they did” ook months for them “ pes on trend. 
rece one of the houses mentioned T Ga d more time to write their notices. ; Call Be Bilsher’ tc: eather musics! US into One 
eng ag age 2a rm house ag 0 naer US. Talent Bg does not apply to all critics reaching the end of its first year April tng have an anniversary, that sh vived 
n Wildberg, with Ronald |and it’s understood th : ‘ ; show is pig 
Cohn. of Col iberg, wit Jack | nald Walton, co-part ith | . } at’ the matter 
, bushi Wistueee | Kathleen Robi » ¢o-partner with | of early curtains will b . , tees! 
associzte. Harry Oshri 5, 98 | ancti obinson in Whitehall Pro- | in, the Circle b it be argued out Legit pressag : ti 
oe — - . —— Ss } > , Tr yiIO UT _ e : ssag try n Chi : a im 
Road” and thinks it couk controls | ductions, current at the Minerval fe firs yy reviewers who pre- | ally eee icago and the midwes 
‘inks it could run two | theatre, Sydney t the Minerva) or) irst’ curtains between 8:3 y since the prewar years thé midwest has cha eratio 
years in the Windy City toa , Sydney, Australia, is due i 8:45. Deadli n 8:30 and | new trend r: years that many vete nged so radi 
3 +. IN. Y. this week on a ’ in | 9: 29. eadline for notices i nd for planting materié eteran flacks not It two 
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foe Big Union for 


t the recent Equity membership 
- ing @ detailed report was read 
ning why the plan to merge 


the talent groups into one big union | 


pad been stymied. 

i omm! 
Pe gentg in assembling the data, 
nd was ready to try the combined 
a n setup for a trial period of 
— ears. Screen Actors Guild, 
ene ae never did actually okay 
a eaarget on the grounds that the 
ss would be 3,000 miles from 
on oe studio activities. That point 
wong equalized if the making of 
pictures in New York becomes a 
trend. 

One big union idea may be re- 
yived but for the present the merger 
is pigeon-holed. While the commit- 
tees made considerable progress for 
a time, there has been no consid- 
Fan. Some 40,000 question- 
naires were distributed to members 
of the affiliates of the Associated 
Actors and Artists of America, the 


parent talent union. Some talent 
ynions were dilatory in assembling 
the information sought but a joint 


committee sparked by Equity rep- 
resentatives made its final report 
early in 1945. 

It was discerned that some actors 
belonged to more than one union, 
and that contingent urged the 
merger, which would make it easier 
for players to switch from the stage 
to radio and films, or vice versa, 
with the use of one card. There were 
many wrinkles still to be ironed out, 
such as voting rights of those in 
various classifications, the status of 
junior members and those who have 
withdrawn temporarily. Although 
the plan was nearly completed, no 
constitution had been negotiated. 

Committee had agreed on a sched 
ule of dues, minimum for Equityites 
to have been $24 annually (current 
dues are $18, lowest among the 
Four A’s) and could range up to as 
much as $100, according to earn- 
ings in the allied amusement fields. 
Noted that pressure for the merger 
stemmed from a convention of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, but it appears that Equity as- 
sumed the burden of finding out if 
the idea was feasible. 


Femme Mgrs. 
Quit ‘Tonight 


A matter of ethics explains the 
withdrawal of two femme managers 
from presenting their first produc- 
tion, “Tenting Tonight.” which opens 
on Broadway tonight (2). Judith 
Abbott and Mary Mason tried out 
the play in Philadelphia and Boston 
but because it drew adverse notices, 
the duo opposed bringing the show 
im, which required making a “call” 
for additional) money from the back- 
‘rs. Pair refused to cail for more 
money and declared themselves out 
of the managerial end. 

Saul Fishbein, listed as the prin- 
cipal backer, is now the presenter. 


He is in the N. Y. Journal-American 


#dvertising depar . 
sents a partment and repre 


night,” h 
an inves 
= Broadway attractions. With- 
wal of the girls does not affect 
€ Investments of the backers. 
lee unusual action probably fol- 
res the advice of George Abbott. 
er of Judith, whose “Barefoot 
sm With Cheek” played in Boston 
a work. “Tonight” cost $35,000. 
by ounting the coin needed to 
ng the show to town. 


ne 


‘Shrew’ Dies on ‘Coast 
After Dropping 30G 


Hollywood, April 1. 





Streamlined version of Shake- 
Speare's “Taming of the Shrew,” 


bankrolled by 
‘olded here 
losing $30,000 


Edgar F. Luckenbach, 
Saturday night after 
da in a short road tour 
ray wine sland at El Patio thea- 
dig “on Luckenbach refusing to 
Projected invent” ap lag nue 
be dropped asion of New York will 
Next-booh: 
Wi be “p 
Apri] 5, 


KE! Patio probably 
“pads All,” slated to open 


Talent Groups 
~ Kayoed by Screen Actors Guild Veto 
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ttees did nearly all | 


n of the problem for about | 


coterie of those in on “To-, 
IS name also appearing as | 
tor of material amounts in 


of 
| 
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Root Directs Own Play 


Los Angeles, April 1. 

Lynn Root, author of the legit 
play, “The Richest Man in the 
Cemetery,” was signed as director 
by Manny Wolfe, who will produce 
the piece in the east this fall. 

Wolfe leaves for York late 
this round up a cast for 
the comedy. 


NY , 
NEW 


month to 


Reichhold Eyes 
N.Y. Center For 
Opera and Ballet 


Plans 


center in 


for a new opera and ballet 


New York—with the Cen- 


ter theatre, Rockefeller Center. fig- 
uring prominently in the plans 

are the latest development in the 
lew music empire being envisaged 
by Henry R. Reichhold, Detroit 


chemical magnate who has gone in 
heavily as patron of the arts. 
Reichhold, president and backer of 
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
moved into New York to 
acquire all the stock of the Carnegie 
“Pops” Concerts, which started a 
series of spring light classical pro- 
grams in Carnegie Hall last year. 
Reichhold will put on a second sea- 
son May. His stated aims are 
to acquire houses in New York, De- 
troit and Los Angeles for presenta- 


! L 
ast week 


this 


tion of musical programs, involving 
orchestras and soloists, and to tour 
irtisits all over the country, in oppo- 


sition to Columbia Concerts and Na- 
tional Concert & Artists Corp. 


What has been shrouded in sec- 
recy has been Reichhold’s activity 
in acquisition of a theatre in N, Y. 


suitable for his purpose in present- 
ing concert attractions and a place 
where he could establish a resident 
setup 
with 


1 symphonic 
touch 


opera, ballet an 
Reichhold has been in 


the Rockefeller interests regarding 
the Center theatre for a long-term 
lease. House has been used the last 
few seasons for ice shows, with a 
brief interlude of grand opera be- 
tween iceshow seasons. Ice shows 


have been moneyvmakers, but there 
has been some question § raised 
whether their vogue will continue. 
How far discussions have progressed, 
or what success if any Reichhold has 
had, isn’t disclosed. If the Center 
idea doesn't pan out, Reichhold will 
seek another large N. Y. house. 


SHOW BIZ BENEFIT 
DELAYED TILL FALL 


Delaying until fall a show busi- 
ness benefit to provide funds for the 





American National Theatre and 
Academy, instead of next month, 
was decided upon when it was ob- 


served that the May calender was 
dotted with events of a similar 
nature. Committee also felt that not 
enough time was provided to com- 
plete arrangements and obtain top 
talent for what is expected to be a 
show representative of all entertain- 
ment fields. 


Estimztes of the possible gross 


have increased to more than double | 


the original figure; $150,000 will be 
the aim. Ticket-selling campaign. 
with boxes at $1,000 each, will be 
|organized. A souvenir program Is 
also being considered. 


—[—$——$—— 


Dorothy Claire Slated 
For ‘Finian’ Road Co. 


Pittsburgh. April 1. 
Claire, winding up en- 
gagement at local Terrace Room 
Saturday (5). will go under con- 
tract to Lee Sabinson and William 
Katzell, producers of “Finian’s Rain- 
|bow.” April 14 for lead in No. 2 
company of hit musical. Although 
lroad version won't get going until 
‘Labor Day in Chicago, Miss Claire 
has orders to get up on the part 
‘immediately and stand by, along 
with Kittv Kallen, as double insur- 
/ance for Ella Logan, of the Broad- 
way production, until touring 
\troupe goes into rehearsal. 


| 
| 
Dorothy 


It'll be Miss Claire's first musical. 


Lately she’s been doing a single. in 
theatres and cafes but for several 
years prior to that sang with name 
| bands. 


‘DUNHAM TROUPE BRINGS 
YANKS BACK TO MEXICO 


Mexico City, April 1. 
bookings here are 
scheduled to resume April 8, after 
three weeks of reorganization fol- 
|lowing closure of Teatro Iris here. 
Katherine Dunham troupe is due 
to arrive the coming weekend. 

It's hoped to get musicals, namely 
“Oklahoma!” to hypo a season in- 
tended for 11 weeks. Miss Dunham 
is due to stay at least one week, per- 


American 


two 


1aps depending on biz. 
Guild Denies Mex ‘Okla.’ 
Theatre Guild officials in N.Y. 
deny any knowledge of a Mexican 
booking for their touring company 
of “Oklahoma!’ Show is booked 
into Philadelphia June @ for 10 
veeks and has no booking bevond 
+h « . } 
iat But expense of such a large 


production would 
trying it in the 
speaking Mex capital, 
“Oklahoma!” played deep 
recently, in Dallas, New 
etc., and is heading north. 


militate against 


south 


Orleans, 


Monte Carlo Ballet 
Stubs Toes in Slight 
To N.Y. Dance Critics 


New York's two top dance critics, 
the Times’ John Martin and Herald 
Tribune’s Walter Terry, got on their 
high horses last week and refused 
to cover a ballet premiere—some- 
thing unheard of in terpsichore re- 
viewing milieus. Ballet in question 
was Antonia Cobos’ ‘“Madronos,” 
which Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo preemed at the N.Y. City 
Center Tuesday (25). 


the 


Seems that the ballet, first new 
work of the Spanish dancer-chore- 
»grapher since her “The Mute Wife,” 
which Ballet International staged 
years first scheduled 
the previous Thursday (20) 
(The rival Original Ballet Russe 
was opening a spring run at the 
Met Opera House that night.) The 
Ballet Russe then announced that 
an accident to Miss Cobos (who was 
to dance the lead in her ballet) 
would cause postponement of the 
premiere to the 25th. Instead, ballet 
given a sneak preview at Sat- 
(22) night’s performance, al- 

with a different dancer. 
Press, however, wasn't invited: 
“Saturday isn’t a press night,” the 
management said. 


When 


two ago, was 


for 


was 
urday 
though 


reviewers heard about the 
sneak preview, they refused to at- 
tend Tuesday’s official preem, on 
grounds they wouldn't cover a sec- 
ond performance. Martin, writing 
in Monday's (24) Times, referred to 


the “rigorously exciuded press” and | 


to the fact that the management 
“considered the ballet to be in too 
' rough a state to be seen by anybody 
but the public.” So on the 25th the 
reviewers went to the Met to see a 
revival instead, and Miss Cobos 
“Madronos” won't get reviewed this 
season. ; 





Paula Stone-Mike Sloane 


To Headquarter on Coast 
Los Angeles, April 1. 

Michael Sloane and his co-pro- 
ducer wife. Paula Stone, are desert- 
ing Broadway and moving to Cali- 
fornia. where they will establish 
their home and their legit produc- 
tion headauarters. One reason for 
the move, Sloane explained on a 
short visit here, is the reasonable 
cost of legit production on the Coast, 


“about.40 or 50% less than in New 
York.” The other reason is domes- | 
tic. He and his wife want more 


room ta raise a family. 

Currently the pair is reading 
straight dramatic scripts for staging 
in the west in association with Jo- 
seph Fields, who worked with them 
on their current Broadway 
“Sweethearts.” 

Sloane and family are due in Los 
Angeles next month to start casting 
for a new show. “We plan to build 
our shows here,” he said, “and play 


show. 


them on the Coast before moving 
east. We feel that a good produc- 
tion has a good chance to pay off 
and go to New York in the black. 


As it stends now, a show plays an 
out-of-town break-in back east and 
moves into Broadway, where it can 
be killed before it has a chance to 
pay off the production nut.” 


Marvy Perry, undersiucy te Pauline 
Lord in “The Glass Menaver-e,” now 
on tour, stepped into the star's pele 
at the Locust theatre in Philadelphia 
jlast week. 


limited English- | 
! 








| Wheeler Warms Bench 


, 


| Hollywood, April 1, 
' Bert Wheeler, currently visiting 
the old Hollywood gang, announced 
that he had signed to star in “The 
| Benchwarmer,” legit play to be pro- 
duced on Broadway by Alex Yokel 
Comedy, authored by Paul Gerard 
Smith, t 


slated for summer staging 


Equity Maps 
~ Pension Plan 
For Employees 


Welfare 
theatrical 
pension 


committees of several 
unions have mulling 
for but 


payments under- 


been 


proposals members 


plans to Save such 


written by insurance companie: 


have not been fruitful to date Pen 


sions by insurance has been sug- 


gested for Equity members but the 


idea was found to be impractical 
because the annual fees would ex- 
ceed the dues. 


Agents and managers union aimed 
for insurance protection but the 
average age of members made the 


premiums prohibitive, so an assess- 
ment is payable from the member- 
ship to support the welfare fund 
plus an annual benefit performance 
Equity, however, working on a 
plan to benefit staff, the insur- 
ance method being questionable be- 
cause the average age of the em- 
ployees is more than 50 years. An 
insurance company offered a blanket 
life policy which pay bene- 
ficiaries $4,000 upon demise 
vided the employee be insurable, or 
$40 monthly upon retirement. 
Equity figures that all those em- 


its 


would 
pro- 


ployed for 20 years shall be eligible 


to the pension. Heretofore it paid 
several over-age staffers $25 weekly. 
and proposes to follow that practice 
although none: is currently in the 
pension classification at this time. 


SEGREGATION SUITS YS. 
NATIONAL, D.t., DELAYED 


Washington, April 1. 


Seven legal suits involving dis- 
crimination against Negro ticket 
/holders opened in Washington's 
small claims court Monday (30) 
with the National theatre as de- 


fendant. Although Committee for 
Racial Democracy is overall group 


inspiring fight against the National, | 


suit was brought in the name of 
_seven individuals who were turned 
away from the door and refused re- 
funds by the theatre management. 

Plaintiffs, composed of 
and whites who had accompanied 
Negro friends to the theatre, ac- 
cused theatre of contract violations 
in refusing to grant refunds. Prin- 
cipal witness for the plaintiffs Mon- 
day was Brig. Gen. H. C. Holdbridge. 
retired, who was among those re- 
‘fused admittance because of attend- 
ing with a Negro. Attorney for the 
theatre pointed out stipulation on 
ticket saying that ticket purchasers 
'will be subject to “known” policy 
of the theztre. 

Case has been recessed till next 
Monday (7). 


Equity Meeting-Election 
Skedded in N.Y. June 2 


Equity’s annual meeting and elec- 
tion have been set for June 2 at the 
Hotel Astor, N.Y. the date falling 

| Monday of the 
Friday. 


Negroes 





on a instead usual 


che council are 
Elliott Nugent 
Ross’ Hertz. 


Nominated for 
Raymond Massey, 
Margalo Gillmore. 
Philip Ober, Lawrence Fletcher. 
Robert Burton, Marjorie Gateson. 
Frank Thomas, Sr., and Bert Lahr 
There are 10 to be elected, the num- 
ber nominated, but voters are priv- 
ileged to wriie in their own selec- 

‘tions. Eddie Nugent ‘wa¢ named ‘2 
replacement candidate for one yea.. 
: This, is a bye year so far.as, election 
of officers is concerned. 


f . . 
| elocutionists 
|mostly women, of Broadway shows 


Readings of Broadway Plays to Clubs 
In ‘Piracy’ Snarl Draw Author Beefs 


Readings or partial enactments by 
or freelance plavers, 


before women’s clubs and similar as- 
semblages, has drawn protests frem 
Huddle was held last week 
to consider ways and means of curb- 


authors. 


ing such “appearances.” 
Engagaments of the kind have 
been seasonal for many years, and 
those engaged n such activities 
have made a very good living there- 
by If the authors have their way, 
the club showings would be regu- 
lated so that none would be dated 
until after the New York and road 


engagements were completed 
Reported that the solo people have 
“Born 
quently in the past several months, 
which explains why the author's 
organizations held their session in 
the offices of the William Morris 
agency, which represents Garson 
author of the current Broad- 
These appearances in the 


sometime: ambitious, 


been using Yesterday” fre- 


Kanin, 
way hit 
sticks are ove! 
it being understood that a 
wife offered a woman's club a 
ing” of “Oklahoma!” 


man and 


“read- 


The readings are unauthorized and 
the practice entails violation of copy- 
rights. Many plays are published 
and are easily obtainable, but 
session by purchase or otherwise 
obviously is not accompanied by the 
right to give public performances 
for profit. In former seasons a Chi- 


pos- 


cago outfit would supply a _ script 
for almost any show extant until 
copyright and piracy suits forced 


the group underground, but it’s un- 
derstood that such “service” is still 
obtainable. 

Cases are known where plays were 
taken down in shorthand during per- 
formances for piracy purposes. Those 
considering the problem are the 
Dramatists Guild, Society cf Authors 
Representatives and Dramatists Play 
Service. 

Recently it was reported a chéater 
in Italy offered performance rights 
to “Harvey,” “The Voice of the 
Turtle” and one or two other Broad- 
way hits. He made several deals and 
pocketed advance money but was 
said to have been promptly jailed. 
Because of conditions abroad piracy 
is difficult to detect, while royalties 
are not permitted to be sent to 
America by most nations, 


‘Tonys As Awards 
For Bway Legit 


As the annual period of prizes 
and citations to Broadway plays and 
players approaches, the first such 
event will highlight the American 
Theatre Wing’s supper next Sunday 
(6) in the grand ballroom of the Ho- 
tel Waldorf-Astoria as a memorial 
to Antoinette Perry, late director of 
the Wing. The Perry awards will 
consist of personal jewelry or ar- 
ticles and are referred to by Brock 
Pemberton, chairman of the com- 
miitce, as “Tonys,” which may iden- 
tify these Broadway awards in much 
the same way as the “Oscars” are 
associated with Hollywood film 
awards. Miss Perry was called Toni 
by infimates but for the purpose of 
the awards the spelling of the 
awards’ title was slightly changed. 
She was a stage director, her last 
eehievement being “Harvey.” pro- 
duced by Pemberton. 

There will be approximately 18 
awards, one third to actors with the 
balance going to others cited, in- 
cluding authors, composers, stagers 
and designers. There will be two 
awards to the audience: that is, a 
brace of first nighters, who haven't 


missed a premiere in years (not 
critics), it being the first time fer 
such a recognition. The awards 


will be made following the supper 
and entertainment, which will be 
handled by Jim Sauter and steered 
by several emcees. Full-course 
Supper at 9 p.m., while citations are 
scheduled at midnight, that part of 
the program to be breadcast. Tick- 
ets at $7:50 are still available at 
Pemberton’'s office. 





Donald Richards, baritone in 
“Finian’s Rainbew;’' will warble: in 
“Poghacci™ for the N. Y. City Center 
« cratic troupe en: April 26, a Sun- 


; day. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Bathsheba | 


Maximilian Beck and Lee K. Holland pro- 
duction (in association with Sylvia Fried- 





lander) of drama in three acts (two scenes) | js the handsome 


Stars James Mason; fea- 
tures Pamela Kellino, Thomas Chalmers, 
Horace Braham and Phil Arthur. Staged | 
by Coby Ruskin; settings, Stewart Chaney; 
supervised by Miss Friedlander, Opened at ! 
Barrymore, N. Y., March 26, °47:; $4.80 top. | 


by Jacques Deval. 


GFHershouM...--ccseceerceeseeess Martin _Ashe 
Hiram......--seeees ..Carleton Scott Young 
Joab... cccceccsecceversescess tusty Lane 
Manassen. ..cccccsccccccesesvess Paul Donah 
‘Shar ewebescecetccsacseecess Hildy Parks 
1 Dh. ccoeaes de ceqesounveteooeets Phil Arthur 
N ah i te eueeseseqacesSbees Leonore Rae 
ATOUSSIA..ce-escceerereseeers Blanche Zohar 
David. -cccccccccsccecessecseess James Mason 
GhazZil....cccecvesceseeses .Horace Braham 
ODTAM. ...scccecsccveccceseses Michael Sivs 
Wathen... cccscecorsssccvcecr Thomas Chalmers 
Hanoufati....ceeseccereseces Maud Scheerer 
ABVOD.. 2... cece ee cteeereres .. Joseph T mes 
Baths! A. cheenseetestense's Pamela Kellino |} 
Ss Bl... redesecceccess .Patricia Robbins 
Micale... ...Jane Middleton | 
Beahila che ..Barbara Brooks 
Orphie haeuhe .Lenka Peterson 
Lady-in-Waiting........-. Vega Keane 


“Bathsheba” introduced James Ma- 
son to Broadway legit, and while the 
play is impressive in a way, the star 
appears to be a mild guy compared 
to most of his British-made film ap- 
pearances. The show is likely to reg- 
ister only a mild engagement. 

Mason plays King David, and the 
other characters are likewise out of) 
the Testament. There have been pe- 
riod or costume plays before but few 
have gone as far back as does “Bath- 
sheba,” 
While 


David, king of the Jews, 


|king so much that he never does 


~_- 


too. Thomas Chalmers is a_ fine 
Nathan, with his last-act declama- 
tion counting strongly. Phil Arthur 
Uriah. who loves his 


know what it’s all about. Horace 
Braham is the king’s companion and 
adviser, doing a fairly good job. 
Rusty Lane as Joab, general of the 
army, is okay but his part was cut 
way down. 

Settings, especially the fullstage 
terrace and a back drop, are skill- 
fully designed and lighted by Stew- 





art Chaney. . Ibee. 
————— | 
The Whole World Over) 
Walter Fried and Paul F. Moss produc- | 
tion of comedy in twe acts (one setting) by 
Konstantin Simonov, adapted by Thelma 
Schnee Features Stephen Bekassy, Uta 
Hagen, Joseph Buloff and Sanford Meisner 
Staged by Hiarold Clurman; setting by 
Ralph Alswang. Opened at Biltmore, N. Y¥ 
March 27, ‘47: $4.20 top. 
FPeodor VoromteOv. ...cccecececd Joseph Buloft | 
Nadya ..eeeeees+ Beatrice de Neerngaard | 
Olya VoremeOWins ccc ccs 0iaveso’s Uta Hagen | 
Boreel WimMisss occ decectars Sanford Meisner | 
Sasha............+.ee.e+-.Elisabeth Neumann | 
Stepan ChEeBOV. ...ccccssseces Fred Stewart 
Dmitri Savelev.........-. Stephen Bekassy 
| Nicolai Nekin...............-Michael Strong | 
Vanya Shpolsyanski....... George Bartenieff | 
Colonel  TVAROT ... 6.00 tcwccce cence Pols 
Major Anna Orlov..........00¢ Jo Van Fleet 
es tae: | 
| 
The Biltmore has had a flock of | 


plays this season without registering | 
but “The Whole World Over” makes 


| satire. 


thor has missed the jackpot on sev- 
eral professional attempts. At Sun- 
day night’s premiere it was a tossup 
who were more confused—the actors 
or the audience. 

Starting out with what resembled 
a Saroyan touch, that motif soon gets 
lost in the shuffle and diverts into a 
satirical political cabaret which 
would have been even more burden- 
some were not several ballet se- 
quences and other clownatics thrown 
in. This is a slick switch whenever 
the stage becomes overcrowded. And 
the ballet stuff is good. : 

None other than a guide for Cook's 
Tours could follow the story line con- 
sistently. Probably that’s what makes 
it experimental. When a group of 





earthy folk hitch their wagon to a 
bogus evangelist who gathers them 
to a Minnesota grainfield to await the 


end of the world that doesn’t come | 


off, play scampers into a political 
Trio of carnival guys nom- 
inate the best looking guy for presi- 
dential candidate. : 
an earthy son of the soil who’s de- 
feated when his own scapegoat son 
steals his speech for the opposition. 
That does it. The ballet dancers rep- 
resent the people. They’re all for the 
honest guy at first, making much ado 


| with a campaign song “Put Down the 


Mark,” which cues some nice spins 
and leaps. But they reprise it for 
the “wrong” guy as the “righteous 
gent ambles back to the farm. 
However, there are several out- 
standing performances, especially 


‘that of Frances Waller, as the con- 


He’s opposed by | 








the best bid so far. It should have|fused though attractive majorette; | 


It's from the Russian, sans melo- 


bumped off Goliath with his sling-| dramatics and propaganda, play be-| Erik Rhodes, Robert Alvin and Kay 


shot, and his breastplate and helmet 
hang on a peg, there's little reference 
to his &ghting prowess. 

Play deals mostly with David's de- 
sire for women, especially Bathsheba, 
wife of Uriah, one of his ambitious 
army captains. He has his concubines 








peasant characters. First of the two | ography by Anna Sokolow is niftily 


acts is the topper, and if the second 
were not so much dvoted to ro- 
mance the show would have a much 
better chance. 

When Joseph Buloff is on stage the 


in bunches but once he lamps Bath- performance is diverting; when he’s 


sheba from the palace terrace in| off it lags. He gets most of the laughs, | 
Jerusalem, the lass is a pushover.| of which there is a liberal number, | 
Before long she is to have a child |the comic giving a performance equal | 
and David connives on a method t0| to that he gave in the original Broad- | 


escape the responsibility. 
The play tampers with the legend, 


and the pious may take umbrage: | 


Out of town Mason said it should be 


played for comedy, and that is mildly | his comely daughter, Olya, marries | 


way company of “Oklahoma!.” 

Buloff plays the bearded Feodor 
Vorontsov, professor and architect, 
who’s more interested in seeing that 


the effect, but essentially the story | the right guy than coaching Sergei, 


is serious. There is one dramatic mo- 


an incipient architect who’s silly 


ment, that coming when Nathan the | enough to think he is going to marry 
Wise exclaims that David’s chicanery | the girl. Along comes Dmitri Savelev, 
will bring down the wrath of Godjan army colonel who’s about to be 


and that Solomon 
would build the temple. 
David summons 


(then unborn) | discharged. 


He’s a solemn guy 
| mourning for his wife and kid who 


riah from en-! were killed during the war. Olya is 
campment after learning that Bath- | 


also carrying the torch, too, for a 


sheba has conceived, intent that the | sweetheart who was lost in the war. 


young man should spend the night | 
with her and thereby hide his collab- | 


oration. But Uriah has sworn he will 
not go to his marital couch before he 
is victorious in battle, refusing.to be- 
lieve his adored king even after Da- 
vid tells him of the affair with Bath- 
sheba. David’s only out is to order 
Uriah put if the front line of his 
soldiers, and the youth is slain. Bib- 
lical legend has it that Bathsheba 
then became the wife of David, but 
the play doesn’t explain how he got 
rid of Micale, or whether be bothered 
about such matters. 

Mason demonstrates that he’s a 
competent trouper but it’s question- 
able whether he selected the proper 
script for debut over here. He is a 
rather placid David, quite different 
from most of the parts assigned him 
in pictures. He looks too young for 
a man with grown (unseen) children. 
In Biblical days the men were so 
long-lived anything could be possible, 
and the way thesfemmes act they all 
seem to be on the make. Emphasis 
on the latter aspects should have 
made it a much funnier show. 

Pamela Kellino makes an attrac- 
tive Bathsheba, of the clinging vine 
type, and Jane Middleton, David's 
discarded mate, is very attractive, 

sherteadieeetiaibienensininnemiealamatieieateemneentitnniieneanm 
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“Allah Be 
Praised" 


"A Lady 
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NBC 2 Years 
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DIRECTOR OF SUMMER STOCK 


Available for Top Notch Companies 
CARL SHAIN: Outstanding direc- 
torial notices in Herald-Tribune, New 
York Post, Variety, Morning Tele- 
graph, etc. Directed the Saageclally 
successful season at Fishkill, N. Y., 
tast year, 








It’s natural for them to get together 
but that takes a bit of doing, accom- 
plished only by the conniving prof. 
Dmitri gets into the picture because 
pop and Olya are living in the house 
that was his before he went off to 
war. 

Uta Hagen is alluring as Olya who 
follows her father’s advice that it’s 
time to stop grieving; and she tells 
that to Dmitri, who decides to live 
for the living too. And as the prof 
suggests, she tells Dmitri that she 
loves him, just before he goes south 
on an engineering job. 

Stephen Bekassy plays Dmitri. 

From Budapest, he landed in Holly- 
wood, his most recent camera ap- 
pearance being in “Arch of Tri- 
umph,” -soon dué for release. 
_ Lou Polan is another of the amus- 
ing character, an explosive character 
playing a returned soldier. Sanford 
Meisner is very good as the silly, 
temporary fiancee, Jo Van Fleet, also 
counts, as a woman doctor who, while 
with the troops, was Dmitri’s sweetie. 
And there are good performances by 
the others. «Still, it’s Buloff’s show. 
And Harold Clurman, the director, 
has let him have full sway with his 
own individual brand of comedy pro- 
jection. Ibee. 











The Great Campaign 


Experimental Theatre, Inc., presentation 
af T. Edward Hambleton’s production of 
drama, in two acts by Arnold Sundgaard. 
Staged by Joseph Losey (associate director, 
Helen Tamiris). Choreography, Anna Sok- 
olow; settings, Robert Davison; costumes, 
| Rose Bogdanoff; music, Alex North. At 
Princess theatre, N. Y¥., March 30, °47: $3 
subscription, 





: TTAB. we cccrccesecsccess Kay Loring 
Sam Trellis. seeeceeeeseess- Millard Mitchell 
Jet MP isintcindaddesvénncam Thomas Coley 
gan, EE OEE OL Ope Pee John Eaton 

| Ja TO. sec esrerecewesececseosocvs Clara Cordery 
Paula s ovececece -+-+...Ruth Rowen 


| Wildernes sh cedew 6ss6h 4s s'cn Philip Robinson 
; Trumpeter. 


TELE ULL ITTTT Howard Brockway 
2 JE | Sa ae John O'Shaughnessy 
ce cntay of TET ee Ray Boyle 
Kenneth’s Girl............Mary Lou Taylor 
Laneth...\......seeee0.....-Frances Waller 


Barber..... 


er «+e+eee-Glen Tetley 
yy ne I 


secosecceeeess+-Alan Manson 
John tees ees eeseeeoeecesses William Roerick 
W he RE Ce Robert P. Lieb 
cncimarcee dee LEETEET CULT ee roe Erik Rhodes 
Pn MN, ca dessedhaens Via Robert Alvin 
Dba eskaiveusssie lied ecuavee Paul Bain 


| Laura ere, rrr rr .ee++.-Marsh McLeod 
PENNS £6 66506 405008 00b Res Ou Gayne Sullivan 
| Anna cedeecabbesorsviscsecd Ann d’Autremont 
MVE 64:30 606566 0n60dce iat Howard Wendell 
Dancers: Clara Cordery, Margaret McCal- 
| lion, Ruth Rowen, Solvei Wiberg, Richard 
Astor, John Eaton, Glen Tetley. 





| 

| After a near-approach to the com- 
|mercial theatre with its previous 
| play, “Forgive Us Our Debtors,” the 
| Experimental Theatre went decidedly 
}€xperimental again with current 
'“The Great Campaign,” by Arnold 
| Sundgaard, sponsored by T. Edward 
| Hambleton. Providing a field day for 
devotees of surrealist play fare, it is 
interesting albeit confusing most. of 
the time, with nothing whatsoever 








for the commercial marts. The au- 


done, with septet of dancers, listed 
above, turning in a refreshing job. 
Direction by Joseph Losey, with as- 
sist from Helen Tamiris, is expert. 
Costuming and musical setting also 
| rate a nod. Edba. 


| 








|| Plays Abroad 
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Continued from page 50 





The White Devil 


theatrical doldrums, But the job is 
well done, with the high color and 
purple passion of the period. With 
luck, of which large quantities are 
needed now, it should succeed. 

Webster’s play is a thriller. 
Duke of Brachiano, to satisfy his 
passion for Vittorio Corombona, 
| murders her husband and his own 
wife, and in the process the Corom- 
bona family is utterly destroyed. 

But for the magic of lines, the 
splendor of scene, and the callous 
oetic fire running through the play, 
it might all seem intolerable. But all 
these are present in abundance, and 
the result is remarkable theatrical 
experience, well acted and staged. 
Robert Helpmann, who left the ballet 
during the war to appear as Hamlet, 
once again proves that his unusual 
talents are not restricted to dancing 
and choreography. His Flamineo has 
a steely and sinister quality. He is 
well partnered by Margaret Raw- 
lings as Vittoria, whose frigid con- 
nivance in evil has the exact touch of 
cold horror for Webster’s banquets 
of blood. 

Perhaps the most satisfying per- 
formance is that of Hugh Griffith as 
the Cardinal, a smiling villain, who 
seems to relish an artistic murder. 
Miss Martita Hunt is an admirable 
Cornelia in one of the few characters 
possessing 4 spark of humanity. 
There are a number of excellent por- 
traits in support, particularly the 
handsome dukes of Roderick Lovell 
and Andrew Cruickshank. Ebet. 


The 





The Anonymous Lover 
London, March 14. 


Anthony Wickham and Peter Daubens 
production (in association with T. Milroy 
Gay) of new comedy in three acts by Vernon 
Sylvaine. Directed by Sylvaine. ‘At Duke 
of York’s theatre, London, 
SEN 90.56 96040 0.066 Ue vecedcck Hugh Sinclair 


Kay | S54 wee cee eeeaores Ambrosine Phillpotts 
Marion ee TE Ty PERE TON Valerie Taylor 
SEE Wa Pesdheetesévecc< Raymond Huntley 


Amusing, if somewhat exhausting, 
this is a farcical comedy from an 
| author who has had many successes 
of this kind to his credit. It isa type 
of marital misunderstanding border- 
ing on indelicacy. Should do well. 

Only four characters, with stormy 
scenes ranging around a playwright 
claiming his ignorance of Nomen. 
He weaves a character for his play 
about his neighbor’s wife with in- 
timate details Supplied by his own 
missus. Valerie Taylor, the outraged 
victim, nags her husband into a 
confession of infidelity. The other 
wife, possessive and Suspicious, gets 
involved, both couples “part for 
ever.” The author in consoling the 


— woman is almost seduced by 
er. 


Hugh Sinclair and Raymond 
Huntley provide good contrasts as 
the husbands, the former young 
and malleable, bright with his stage 
achievements; the older man batt- 
| ling to excuse his one brief moral 
| lapse. But it is a play for the femme 
| leads, with Valerie Taylor excellent 
in her disillusione. misery trying 








| wife, 

experience with the cheating male. 
| Slickly produced and smooth after 
; a successful provincial tour, 
| was warmly received here. Clem. 


the time being 1030 B.C.| fairly good trade, for a limited time. | Thomas Coley, the scapegoat son; | 
| Millard Mitchell, Howard Brockway, 


ling a comedy with middleclass and | Loring. Others are adequate, Chore- | 


words, 


Plays Out of Town 


Message for Margaret 


Bridgeport, March 29. 


Stanley Gilkey an@ Barbara Payne (in 
euvectatien with Henry Sherek, Ltd.) pro- 
duction of drama in three acts (six scenes) 
by James Parish, Stars Mady Christians 
and Miriam Hopkins; features Roger Pryor. 
Directed by Elliott Nugent; setting, Don- 
ald Oenslager. Opened at Lyric Theatre, 
Brideport, Conn., March 20, ‘47; $3.60 top. 


Margaret Hayden.,....+--- Mady Christians 
Stephen Austin......eeeseees: . .Roger Pryor 
Adeline Chalcot......s++«+- Miriam Hopkins 
Robert Chalcot......++++6+> Peter Cookson 





There’s still plenty of postage due 
on this particular message if it 
hopes to banish completely che 
specter of the Dead Letter office. 


Play enjoyed an extended run in 
London. Script has the characteris- 
tic of employing five words where 
one would suffice. Although beauti- 
fully written as to phraseology and 
grammatical construction, author’s 
handling of the mother tongue leaves 
an impression of a cake with too 
much icing and not enough of the 
sturdier ingredients. Looks like the 
best that will materialize here will 
be a moderate stage success, with 
better chances in celluloid. 

Restricted pretty much to a con- 
versation piece, play has not yet 
capitalized on a suspense element 
that constitutes its punch highlight 
from audience viewpoint, Instead it 
simmers down to a word battle be- 
tween two women, each of whom 
lays claim to the number one spot 
in the affections of a late lamented 
husband and lover. From this angle, 
the plot has fair potential femme 
appeal. 

Story opens immediately after the 
accidental death of David Hayden, 


publishing partner of Stephen 
Austin, who breaks the news to 
| Hayden’s wife, Margaret. In doing 


so, he repeats Hayden’s’ dying 
in effect, “Thank Margaret 
for the wonderful life she has given 
me.” Phfise is a comforting thought 
to his widaw until. novelist Adeline 
Chalcot, scribbler for the publishers 
appears and reveals that she and 
David had been lovers, and that her 
own true name likewise is Margaret. 
From then on, it’s a set-to as each 
woman claims to be the subject of 
the parting message. 


An impending birth for Adeline, 
via David, complicates matters and 
engenders her attempted murder by 
Margaret. A second accidental 
death, this time that of Adeline’s 
estranged husband, brings the sit- 
uation to a head as Adeline agrees 
to go through with the birth and 
then turn the offspring over to Mar- 
garet. A trick ending has Margaret 
believing the. parting message was 
meant for her, but actually the 
point is never settled. 

“Message” is the type of play that 
places its survival chips on the 
gamble of good performances. In 
this case, it gets them. As Margaret, 
Mady Christians has a varied emo- 
tional assignment handed to her, 
and she delivers almost in toto. It 
is only during some of her heavier 
dramatic sequences that she over- 

lays. It’s a minor fault that can 

e ironed out. Miriam Hopkins, as 
Adeline, has an “other woman” part 
that she disposes of with distinc- 
tion, Suave is a fitting descriptive 
for Roger Pryor’s topflight delinea- 
tion of a prosperous book publisher. 
Peter Cookson, less prominently 
cast, registers with an ingratiating 
as and unusual vocal qual- 
ities. 

They haven’t stinted on physical 
production here. The Donald Oen- 
slager setting of a Gramercy Park 
apartment is in extremely good 
taste. Both Miss Christians and 
Miss Hopkins are beautifully garbed, 
displaying quite a variety of femme 
apparel, 

Premiere found staging smooth 
but still in the experimental phase 
as to pace. First two stanzas are 
slow on the trigger, largely due to 
word overage and action shortage. 
It is only in third act that tempo 
hits a more interesting clip. Un- 
doubtedly, direction will swing the 
axe on wordy passages during two 
weeks in Boston. 

Bone. 


Speak for Yourself 
(HASTY PUDDING SHOW) 
Cambridge, March 26, 


Hasting Pudding Club (Harvard Univer- 





to be a bad woman via much liquor: | 
and Ambrosine Phiilpotts, the inane | 
trying to avoid her mother’s | Club has 


this | sock entertainment in 


sity) production of musical in two acta by 
Craig Gilbert. Music, Courtney Crandall; 
lyrics, William Scudder; staged by Mor- 
timer Marshall; dances, Charles Conk- 
ling; sets, Donald Finlayson, At the 
Club House, March 26, 1947, 


Myles Standish..........John Jay Hughes 
en Mn a we dae aden David 8S. Biddle 
Priscilla Mullins....Julian B Hatton, Jr, 
Billington Sesedde Frederick FJ Lamont, Jr. 
Desire Dickinson 
iwevéwetonen sei Theodore Allegretti 
-Robert B. Palmer 
Ko b 6 0ecdeeasss Ve Dean Markham 
MMUEEe DORGMOY. iccccccicctececs Gene Grubler 
2. Sb pee ee Charles G. Loring, Jr. 
Allerton jeanee va J. Bradley Cummings, III 
Carver Edward M. Lamont 
Humility eseeeeee-s- Robert L. Daley 
Tamwor th........William H. Benners, nat 
a +s eeeeeeeess...-Daniel J. Lyne, Jr. 
O _. PA -++.++-Bugene Lyne 
PROC s 42d sb chedewic Rockwood H. Foster 


| Squanto 
Massassoit 











In its first full-scale postwar pro- 
duction, Harvard's Hasty Pudding 
hit a fast stride in straight 
| musical comedy in contrast to its 
| pre-war rah-rah college revues, It’s 
any college 


i league, and compares favorably with 





Wednesday, April 2, 1947 : 


all but the biggest lea 
musical shows, 1: io 
Book, drawn from th 
Standish-John Alden-Priscilla Myce 
lins legend of the Pilgrim Fathe 
kids the fanatical saints and sinne 
to a crisp, but. offers plenty of sm ¥ 


portunity for musical numbe dow 
cialties and ballet routines,” 

Music and lyrics, the w bs 
Courtney Crandell and Williaa. ot 
Scudder, stand out, with the book gve 
by Craig Gilbert supplying a more a 
than adequate framework. Best 
songs are “Till We Meet Tomorrow” - 
“I Dream Too Much,” “What. Have wk 
I Got” and “I’ve Got Love,” all ba}. las 
lads. But a couple of’ special ¢ 
numbers, “The Nature of Netural $3. 
Things” in particular is a wow “ 
Scudder and Crandall, judging by k 
their first efforts here, are a team iis 
to watch, gr 

All-male cast handles the singing 
acting and dancing assignments with st 
plenty of capébility, avoiding com. p 
pletely the usual shenanigans gon. 2! 
tingent on males in petticoats, No 
gags develop from _ huskies ag 


chorines at all, a plenty welcome 
departure from the usual college 
production and a very considerable 
credit to Mortimer Marshall, who 
staged it. Also standout are the 
dances of Charles Conkling, which 
are exciting, vigorous and, if parody, 
never college-boy burlesque. 
Show, in fact, is better than okay 
in every department, with excellent 
acting, colorful and imaginative cos. _ 
tumes and amusing sets. Should 
pack them in on the road (Pough- 
keepsie, Buffalo, Philly, New York 
znd Westchester), and should make 
it pretty tough for the producers of 



































the 100th anniversary production we 
next year to exceed it in quality, an 
Elie, wi 
ad 
| s | 
Bway Legit “ 
Continued from page 1 =——— = 
not affected Broadway for years, 7 
and there are even records showing Ww 
instances of improvement during sh 
Holy Week. ag 
Matter of boxoffice prices is being - 
mulled in managerial circles, and it M 
will not be surprising if forthcom- in 
ing straight plays will take the hint fiv 
and establish a top under the $4.80 a" 
figure that applies to nearly all b: 
dramas and comedies. There are 18 ‘ 
straight attractions with that top, Ie 
the highest number ever on the 2: 
list. Buyers’ strikes in the mercan- (o 
tile field, and even for food products, W: 
are constantly reported, and thus * 
Broadway shows might likewise be py 
affected. wi 
Not one straight play Yas opened be 
in the past year that had a* $3.60 top, se 
which price was more or less gen- S 
eral some seasons ago, Managers C 
blamed increasing operating costs . ie 
for the’ boosted ticket scales, but ye 
some producers figured that if they a 
used a more moderate scale it would It 
create an impression that the shows . 
were mediocrities. Latter ratin c 
proved to be correct plenty 0 5( 
times but asking $4.80 for one set, 
short-cast plays appeared to empha- in 
size managerial cupidity. ¥ 
Number of April entrants on - 
Broadway is limited, with a paucity 
of premieres slated for next month, Ps 
there being little indication of 4 in 
lively spring. “ 
—— n 
FOR SALE > ; 
Musical faree comedy titled “It Never . 
Happened” book, lyrics and copyright 
by Ren Shields author of “In the 4 
Giood Old Summer Time.” 
MRS. REN SHIELDS, c/o KIELY ° 
136 Third Avenue, Rosedale, N. J. e 
——> s 
t 
You Too Can Write a Book a 
It’s oe : noe, Zon Pemes $1.00 * 
check or money order. D 


ETHEL PAIGE 


Authors Representative and 
Poblic Kelations .¥ 
1687 Broadway, New York, N. *- ’ 


3 
SS —— 


PLAYREADER 


Experienced young women ia = 
trical field desires position. Qual 
to take charge of any depart ment, 

RUTH SIMON 

200 West 54th St., New York 19, N. ¥ 


oe 


WANTED 


Summer Theatres in up-s 
New York, Western Vermo 
or Connecticut 


Write Box 200, c/o Variety, 13 a 
46th Street, New York 19, N- 
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LEGITIMATE 53 








(hi Holding Up; ‘Lute Song’ Plenty 


Tuneful $24,500, Make Ready’ 25¢ 





Chicago, April 1, + 

ent crop of legit fare | 

We Nour production, all houses 
age joying good biz, Outstanding 
“ was “Lute Song,” which in 
Oth week hit its highest gross for 
yer $24,500. Of its nine perform- 


Voces last week, six were sellouts. 


Estimates for Last Week ” 
rday,” Erlanger (: 

‘Born. i. $3.60). Slight dip from 
Tost week put still good $21,500. 

“parvey,” Harris (34th wk) (1,000; 
$3.60). Still healthy at $18,000. 

“pute Song,” Studebaker (10th 
wk) 1,246; $4.20). Definitely estab- 
lished in a hit class for long run; 
great $24,500. m | 

ee to Make Ready,” Bilack- 
(7th wk) (1,358; $4.80), Living 
to crix expectations; strong 


$25,000 me keh 
Balks 


[Ilness 
Cyrano, 116 In 
Week at Philly 


Philedelphia, April 1. 

Epidemic of colds and illness 
closed one legit offering here last 
week and incapacitated the star of 
another for five days. Biz, however, 
was generally excellent under the 
adverse circumstances. 

Show that closed was Jose Ferrer’s 
revival of “Cyrano de Bergerac” 
which tried out here last spring with 
sensztional biz and opened a refurn 
engagement at the Forrest last Mon- 
day. Star was taken ill after Tues- 
day night’s performance, and two | 
Wednesday and Thursday night 
shows were cancelled. Then man- 
agement decided to cancel skedded 
second week and lay off “Cyrano” 
until its -opening in Boston next 
Monday. Ticket demand was noth- 
ing like last year’s but at that in 
five performances “Cyrano” man- 
ase to get nearly $11,000, not too | 

Pauline Lord, star of “Glass 
} enagerie,” which came into the 
Locust for « three-week run, man- 
ased to get through the Monday | 
(opening night) performance but | 
was out the rest of the week with 
an understudy taking her place. Even 
under these circumstances “Men- 
eerie” grossed nearly $21,000 on 
week, There were few refunds, it 
being another case where ATS sub- 
scription nucleus helped, Miss Lord | 
is back in her role this week. } 

Leader for the week was “Up in | 
Central Park,” which started ‘its 
third local engagement ‘one two 
years ago, when it was a tryout) 
and one in January at the Shubert. 
It is in the latter house now. for a 
three-week stay and although not 
the sellout it was two and a half 
months ago, it grossed < sturdy $26,- 
500 in first stanza. 


“Heartsong” got a fairish $12,000 
in its second and final week at the 
Walnut, another show depending on 

Subseription to a large extent 
as crix didn't cater to comedy. 
‘ Walnut and Forrest are both dark 
~48 week with both houses relight- 
ig mext Mondzy. Forrest gets 

Siate of the Union,” return engage- 
ment of the prize-winner which did 
sellout biz at the Walnut as a try- 
om last season, and the Walnut gets 

he Ieeman Cometh” on ATS sub- 
tone aon. “Union” is in for inde- 
—a stay (possibly six weeks) 

d “Iceman” for two. 
genn Tuesday, April 15, the Locust | 
on RTT Man's Fancy” for two! 
ear and sime house another com- | 
Acie et “Open House” for either 
aly or first Monday in May. | 
two) tt is to get a musical (maybe | 
on &s yet unnamed for late April | 
Teporte)’ with Forrest now being 

rtedly fairly certain to get 
oma!” back for another sum- | 
run, starting in June. 


PYGMALION’ TAKES 726 
IN L.A. FOR 3 WEEKS: 


os _ Los Angeles, April 1. 
weap emalion” wound up its three 
With son the Belasco Saturday (29) 
a tots! 000 for the final frame and 
stanza of $72,000 for the SRO three | 
stones mr est full week of | 
Was fap @2i¢, show at the Biltmore 
Hs 2 wwe at $11,500. Ken Murray's | 
dtretch of 1947” did the 249th | 
$17,000 at El Capitan with standard | 

















Mer’s 








— 





its Taming of the Shrew” wound up | 

Fg week at El Patio with less | 

Aunt” huts, and died. “Charley's | 
the Muwuttered after three weeks at 
and $7007 finaling with about $1,200 
turned on the run. “Volpone” re. 

— Las Palmas theatre for | 

b’s final stint in that house | 

€w smash notices. ' 


‘ACCIDENTALLY YOURS’ 
FINE 166 IN SEATTLE 


a Seattle, April 1. 

, Billie Burke and Grant Mitchell, 
in the new comedy, “Accidentally 
Yours,” did fine $16,000 for nine-day 
engagement, including three mat- 
inees. 

Scale was from $3.75 at the 1.500- 
seat Metropolitan. 


‘Bloomer,’ 306, in Cleve. 


Cleveland, April 1. 
Raging blizzard that blitzed trans- 
portation system and created heavy 
damage to power lines didn’t stop 
“Bloomer Girl” from blooming at 
the Hanne last week. 


In the teeth of the storm. tune- | 


show drew. a gate of $3,000 on sec- 
ond night, just 300 seats short of 
capacity. Advance sale was so 
phenomenally heavy that it clocked 
slightly over $30,000 on its first 
stanza at $4.20 top and is 
for a bigger take on its second lzep. 


Blizzard that snow-bound a num- | 
ber of ticket-buyers at home forced | 


Frederic McConnell’s repertory Play 


House to cancel performances of 
“Portrait in Black” and the new 
Victor Wolfson comedy, “Love in 


the City,” on the night of March 25. | 


Ben Roberts and Ivan Goff, Holly- 
wood scenarists who wrote “Portrait 
in Black,” flew in to give their mur- 
der mystery play the double-o. 
Dzvid Lowe is producing it in New 
York in May. 


‘Blossom’ 176; K.C. 


Kansas City, April 1. 

“Blossom Time” played two stands 
within a week in the Music Hall here 
under Antonello & Nixon booking. 
Musical was in for three perform- 
ances March 22-23 and returned for 
three more March 28-29. Six per- 
formances totaled sweet $17,000. 
Evenings went at $3 top including 
tax, and matinees at $2.50. 





Next booking brings “Oklahoma!” | 


to the Music Hall for nine perform- 
ances beginning April 15. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering March 31-Apr. 12) 
“Accidentally Yours” — Curran, 
Frisco (31-12). 
“Anna Lucasta’—Plymouth, Bost. 
(7-12). 





“Anna Lucasta”—Belasco. L. A. 
(7-12). 

“Beggars Holiday”—Shubert, Chi 
(7-12). 

“Blackouts of 1947°—E] Capitan, 
Hollywood (31-12). 
Blackstone—Biltmore,. L. A. (31-2). | 

“Bloomer Girl” — Hanna, Cleve. 


(31-6); Aud., Roch. (8-12). 
“Blossom Time’—Aud., St. Joseph 


(7); Mem. Hall, Salinas (8); Aud., 
Hutchinson (9); Arcadia, Wichita 
(10): Aud., Okla. City (11); Aud. 


Little Rock (12). 


“ ori ‘hi. | : P 
Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, C | vance action for second round is ex- | 


ceptionally strong in spite of Holy | 


(31-12). 
“Call 
(31-12). 
“Cyrano de Bergerac”—Opera Hse., 
Bost, (7-12). 

“Dear Ruth” — Shubert-Lafayette, 
Det. (31-5): American, St. Louis (7- 
12). 

“Hamlet”—Nat'l. Wash. (7-12). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi (31-12). 


Me Mister’—Nixon, Pitt. 


“Lute Song” — Studebaker, Chi 
(31-12) : 

“Magnificent Yankee” — Geary. 
| Frisco (31-12). 

“Message for Margaret” —- Wilbur, 
Boston (31-12). 

Met Opera Co. — Opera Hse.., 


Cleve. «7-12). 


“New Moon”—Aud.. Det. (31-6). 
“Oklahoma!” — Aud.. Ft. Worth 
(1-5): Conv. Hall, Tulsa (7-12). — 
“Pygmalion”— Davidson. Mil. (7- 
12). : ; 
San Carlo Opera Co.—Lyric. Van- 
couver (1-5). ions os 
“State of the Union” — Ford’s, 


Balto (31-5); Forrest, Philly (7-12). 
“State of the Union”—Cass, Det. 
(31-5): Erlanger, Buff. (7-12). 
“Student Prince” — Lobero. S. 
Bern. (1-2); Biltmore. L. A. (3-12). 
“The Fatal Weakness” American, 
St. Louis (31-5); Selwyn, Chi. (7-12) 
“The Glass Menagerie” — Locust. 
hilly (31-12). 
: “The Glass Menagerie” —Babcock. 
Billings (7): Aud., Bismarck (8): 
Fargo. Fargo (9): Aud., St. Paul 


(10): Aud., La Crosse (11): Chateau, 


Eau Claire (12). 
“The Iceman Cometh” — National, 
Wash. (31-5): Walnut. Philly (7-12). 


“The Red Mill”—Shubert. Bost. 
(31-12) Ys soa 
“Three to Make Ready” — Black- 
stone, Chi (31-12). san 
“Three Indelicate Ladies” — Shu- 
bert. N. Haven (10-12). 4 
“Trouble for Rent” — English, 
Indpls. (3-5); Shubert, Lafayette, 
(7-12). 

oy in Central Park”—Shubert, 
Philly (31-12). 


“Voice of the Turtle” — Hanna. 
Cleve. (7-12). 


heading | 


‘MISBEGOTTEN’ FALTERS 
IN ST. LOUIS WITH 156 


St. Louis, April 1. 
A combo of Lent, an 18-hour snow- 


of Eugene O'Neiil’s “A Moon for the 
Misbegotten” at the American. The 
piece, scaled to $4.27, highest of the 


' 
(29) with an estimated gross of $15,- 
| 900. Crix were liberal with their 
|posies for the piece and cast in 
| which James Dunn, Mary Welch 
and Rhys Williams had the lead 
| roles 

; A better b.o. result is expected for 
George Kelly’s comedy, “The Fatal 
Weakness,” which opened a one- 
| week engagement at the American 
|last night (Men.) Ina Claire, 
| Kathryn Givney and Howard St 
| John have the top roles. The piece 
|is scaled to $3.66, and a good ad- 
vance is reported. 


‘Mill’ Holds Up 


Barefoot 306 


_ Boston, April 1. 
in second week at 
up fine in pre-Holy 


“Red Mill,” 
Shubert, held 


| current season for 2 drama, wound | 
up its eight performances Saturday | 


| 
| 
| 


storm and general apathy by natives | 
resulted in an n.s.g. one-week stand | 


B'way Off Sharply; ‘Bathsheba’ NSG 
But 14146 in Ist 5; Eagle’ Snares 176 
In Ist Full Week, ‘World’ in Doubt 


Broadway attendance went off 
sharply last weék. Takings dipped 
mostly during the early half but, 
as always, there were exceéytions. 
Record cold weather came after 
spring officially started, and there 
was snow, too. Current Holy Week 
may see a further dip but an influx 
to town is due before Easter Sun- 


| day (6), 

“Bathsheba” drew a negative press 
and its chances are doubtful. “The 
| Whole World Over” got mixed no- 
tices and has a fai chance Con- 
tinued excellent business attends 
the one-man performance of Mau- 
rice Chevalier, and his date has 
been extended. Arrivals this week 
will be highlighted by “Barefoot 
Boy With Cheek,” rated a-- good 


| week to maintain level set by first | 


week with “Barefoot Boy,” 
at the Colonial, and in same solid 
situation. Metropolitan Opera, con- 
cluding 15-performance stand Satur- 
day (29), had sellout for all but one 
performance to touch an estimated 
$150,000 gross. “Tenting Tonight” 
failed to make a strong bid at the 
Plymouth. 

Opener this week is “Message for 
Margaret” at the Wilbur (31), mak- 
ing only two legits in town, lowest 





number here since last fall. Ahead, 
| however, are “Anna _ Lucasta,” 
Plymouth, April 7; “Cyrano de 


| Bergerac,” Opera Hduse, same night; 
| “Everything’s on Ice,” Center, April 
18: “Three Indelicate Ladies,” Wil- 
bur, April 14, and Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, Opera House, April 
Si. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Co- 
lonial (1,500; $4.20). Final week 
cleared a great estimated $30,000 to 
finish a steadily building run. 

“Red Mill,” Shubert (1,590; $4.20). 
Second week gave signs of plenty 
more weeks ahead despite possible 
slight slump during current Holy 
Week. Estimated $31,000, great. 

“Tenting Tonight,” Plymouth (1,- 
| 300; $3.60). Came in for one week 
only and wasn’t too eagerly taken 
ito by crix with resultant $8,000 es- 
timated, fairly good considering no 
chance to build. 


‘UNION’ SOLID $24,000 
IN OPENING BALTO WK. 


Baltimore, April 1. 
“Stcte of the Union,” in for two 
| weeks at Ford's, completed its first 
heat last week on American oe 
an 
Ad- 


tre Society-Guild subscription 
mounted a very solid $24,000. 


| Week resistance. ; 

Following a dark week, “Up in 
‘Central Park” is underlined for 
week of April 14. 


Claire-‘Weakness’ 
Fair $18,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, April 1. 
Ina Claire's “Fatal Weakness” did 
a fairish $18,000 last week at Nixon, 


in finale | 





In Hub at 31G, 


thing out of town. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Went up last 
week to around $19,000, increase ac- 
counted for by couple of parties 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial! 


| (46th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Broad- 





way’s champ grosser 
the $45,000 beam 
“Another Part of the Forest,” Fui- 


again tipped 


ton (19th week) (D-968: $4.80). Not 
materially affected, with business 
aided by some _ bargain tickets; 
$13,000. 


“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Beck 
(M-1,214; $6). Presented by George 
Abbott; book by Max Shulman; 
seore by Sidney Lippman; lyrics by 
Sylvia Dee; hailed in Boston; opens 


| (27) premiere; 
four 


written by Frank Gould; rather well 
liked at tryout; opens tonight (2). 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 


(155th week) (C-939; $3.60). Eased 
to around $8,000, which should suf- 
fice three-person runner; starting 
Sunday performances 

“The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
more (lst week) (C-920: $4.20) 


Divided opinion but some very good 
notices; fairly good after Thursday 
) over $7,000 in first 
times. 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (17th 
veek) (C-1,001; $4.80) Around 
$18,000 last week; was under-quoted 
previous week, when 
$1,000 more. 

REVIVALS 

“Alice in Wonderland,” Intern:- 
tional (CD-1,172; $4.80). Presented 
by Rita Hassan and American Reper- 
tory Theatre; adapted by Eva Le 


‘ros . 
2Tross Was 


| Gallienne and Flora Friebus; opens 
| Saturday night (5). 


(9th | 


“The Importance of Being Ear- 
nest,” Royale (4th week) (C-1,025: 
$4.80 ). Oscizr Wilde comedy big 
from start and with subscription 
over gross went over $25,000 

“The Chocolate Soldier,” Century 
(3d week) (M-1,712; $4.80). Despite 
good press business has been only 
fairly strong to date; but around 


| $27,000 last week, parties a factor in 
| betterment. 


“Burlesque,” Belasco 


(14th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). 


Looks like engage- 


,ment will extend into warm weather: 


| (24th 


Thursday (3). 
“Bathsheba,” Barrymore (ist 7 

week) (CD-1,096; 80). As play’s | 

star, James Masdh, anticipated, 


critics and first nighters panned it; 
there were then huddles on whether 


to continue, but nearly $14,500 first | 


five times. 
“Born Yesterday,” 
week) (C-993; $4.80). 


(61st 
seats 


Lyceum 
A few 


| on top shelf sometimes unoccupied; 


advance sale approximates $100,000 
for indefinite stayer; around $21,000 
weekly. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (3d week) 
capacity all times; no standees be- 
cause of glass partition in rear of 
seats: nearly $43,500. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (50th 
week) (R-1,104; $6). Among the mu- 
summer's stay; varied somewhat 
lately ; $29,500. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (102d week) 
(M-1,667: $6). Ticket sale extends to 
late May: eased off with 
week when the gross approximated 


| $24,000. 


(2d week) 


“Eagle Has Two Heads,” Plymouth 
(D-1,063; $4.80). Started 
very well with aid of strong ad- 
vance sale prior to debut; first full 


week approached $17,000; light in 
agencies. 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 


(12th week) (M-1,319; $6). Counting 
agency allotments the advance sale 
estimated around $450,000; one 


| the SRO attractions; $42,000. 


not up to expectations since more | 


than half that represented subscrip- 
tions. Got off to a poor start on ac- 
count of blizzard and snowstorm 
early in the engagement and didnt 
stage big enough recovery to pick 
up the getaway slack. : 
Notices for play itself werent so 


hot but star garnered raves, the | 
|kind th.t usually have b.o. over- 
'tones. Nixon currently has “Call 
'Me Mister” for two weeks; Jose 
Ferrer comes in April 14 in “Cy- 
rano.” and “Up In Central Park 


follows him for a fortnight 


Evans ‘Hamlet’ Fair 
$8,500 in 4 at Indnpls. 


Indianapolis, April 1. 


Maurice Evans’ “Hamlet” grossec | 


| week) 


fair $8,500 in four performances at) 


26 after draining off most of college 
ltrade by earlier appearances at In- 
diana and Purdue universitiés. 

House will have premiere of 
'“Trouble for Rent,” mystery comedy 
by Monroe Manning. April 3-5. Cast, 
including Estelle Taylor, Lyl Talbot, 
Carol Hughes, Frank Jordan, F 
mond Bond and John Shay. arrived 
Sunday (30) for final 
English also has return of 
Turtle’ April 17-19. and “Blossom 
'Girl” week of April 21 after going 
showless through most of February 
ijand March. 


. 


$3.60 top at English here March 24- | 


Ray- | 


rehearsals. | 
“Voice of | 


“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(22d week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). An- 
other click slated through summer: 
cost almost as much as a musical 
to operate; eased to $26,500. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (126th week) 
(G-920; $4.20). Some deviation but 
holds to excellent business 
cinch through summer, too; around 
$16,000. 

“Icetime.” Center (41st week) (R- 
2.994: $2.40). Will play daily mati- 
nees during Easter week, and school 
vacations should jump the gross, but 
engagement has one more “week to 
go: $24,000. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (19th 

(D-1.331: $4.80). Another 
month and then finale for season's 
strongest straight-play draw: $32,- 

Music Box 


500 

“John Loves Mary,” 
(8th week) (C-979; $4.80). Getting 
bigger money in new _ spot, and 
while attendance eased somewhat 
gross was quoted at $20,500. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (382d 
week) (C-613: $3.60). Went off like 
most others: takings around $7.000; 
planning to move into air-eondi- 
tioned house for summer. 

“O Mistress Mine.” Empire 
week) (CD-1,082; $4.89). Has an- 
nounced end of engagement May 31: 
still getting excellent attendance 
with gross somewhat but very 
good at $21,000. 

“Oklahoma!” 
week?) (M-1,505: 


off 


St. James (207th 
$4.80). Celebrating 


run’s start of fifth year and slated | 


through another summer; off as with 


others: $20,500 
“State of the Union,” Hudson ‘72d 
week) (CD-1.057: $4.80). Bit offish 


first half last week but with gross 
around $22,000, estimated still doing 
plenty well; another summer antici- 
pated. 

“Street Scene,” Adelphi 
week) (M-1,434; $6). 
attraction attracted considerable at- 
tention but business not up 
musical lezders: bit. over $25,500. 


(12th 


“Tenting Tonight,” Booth ‘C-712: . 


$4.80). Presented by Saul Fischbein: 


Rnb al 


| week) (D-865; $4.80). 


| getting operating profit right along: 


$19,000 quoted. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
week) (C-1,064; $4.20). His 
played nearly six months and slated 


[through May; business still okay: 
around $15,500. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert (10th 


week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Has good 
chance for summer stay with busi- 
ness bit off but excellent: around 
527,000 last week. 

“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (7th 
May move to 
another house late this month al- 


though business mild; zround $8,000 


ADDED 
Maurice Chevalier, Miller (3d 
week) ($4.80). Date extended from 


, | four to six weeks; amazing business 
(M-1,626; $4.80). New musical smash | é - a Bey : 


for solo entertainer, with last week 


| around $23,000. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
“The Great Campaign,” Princess 
Opened Sunday (30) and will also 


“rt rage ay ee .. | Play next Sabbath; “Virginia Reel” 
sicals earmarked as sure for anothe1 | final show of series due April 13. 





‘ICEMAN’ NEAR SRO 


field last | 


of | 


and | 


$27,500 IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, April 1 

With three out of the four drama 
cricks here running out of super- 
latives in praise of “Iceman Co.neth.” 
and general public interest in the 
O'Neill opus running high, National 
rang up a near-capacity $27,500 for 
show's initial stanza here. Ante. 
hiked to $4.20 top, helped boost the 
take, and offset ATS-Guild subscrip- 
tion rates. 

_Second week should see. s.r.o 
sign at b.o., since every performance 
except Wednesday matinee was soli 
out in advance. 

Maurice Evans’ “Hamlet,” due 
here April 7 for one week, should 
be a winner in this town. 





‘Mister’ Panned In 


(47th | 


Opera-like | 


with | | 
| “Best Years of Our Lives” plays 


| stanza at Shubert last week 
| and came up with some wide-open 


| Zross, 


Toronto, NSG $19,000 


Toronto, April 1 

With unfavorable press reviews 
and a mixed public reaction, “C:!! 
Me Mister” did a disappointing $19 
800 at the Royal Alexandra here. 
with 1,525-seater scaled at $3.50 top 

General opinion of complainants 
at the boxoffice was that problem: 
of returning veterans, even if gagg«« 
for laughs, were dated; and that th 
complaining- payees were becomin: 


a little tired of “liberal’’ sermons 
| that were being’ injected into what 


should be an evening's entertainment 

Meanwhile, Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo had a $15,000 advance sale for 
current week, 


‘Lucasta’ Plenty . 
Hot 16G, New Haven 


New Haven, April | 
Normally a_ split-week stopove: 
town, they tried to stretch the 
“Anna Lucausta” visit into a_ full 
(24-29) 


for the first half. Overall 
however, was plenty satis- 
factory. due to packed weekend. At 
$3.60 top, eight performances pulled 
an approximate $16,000. 

Next attraction booked is breakin 
of “Three Indelicate Ladies” ‘“Mor- 
gan’s Murders’), due next weekend 
(10-12). Following week _ gets 
“Laura” for three days (17-19). 


spaces 


four-week road stand at Shubert 
starting May 11. , 


——_—~-« ee -_— 
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Literati 








Hot for Byrnes’ Book 
One of the hottest book publishing 
items is the bidding for Secretary of 
Btate James F. Byrnes’ book, “The 





} 


Way to Peace,” which George T. | 


Bye is agenting. It’s semi-autobio- 
graphical in nature, but the inside 
on the statesman’s appeal, as an 


author, is his journalistic transcripts 


of many of the top diplomatic con- 
fabs in London, Paris and Moscow. 
This stems from Byrnes’ knowl- 
edge of shorthand. He’s an expert 
at it (not generezlly known), with re- 
sult he has unusually complete docu- 
ments of his personalized steno- 
graphic notes on world affairs and 
the recent conferences which are 
shaping the world’s destiny. 





New Toronte Tab 

Toronto will have a new 5c. morn- 
ing tabloid, the Tribune, the first 
issue to be on the street on May 1. 
This date, appropriately, will mark 
the discontinuance of the Canadian 
Tribune, Toronto-published Com- 
munist weekly, and the swing-over 
to a daily that will have UP and 
British United press coverage, Acme 
picture service, bureaus in Ottawa 
and Montreal, features from New 
York’s PM and the Chicago Sun. In- 
itially, it will run 12 pages, with a 


| tional committee after two years as 


| Rose,” by 
| spring. 


succeeds Sam O'Neil, formér Chi- 
cago Sun Washington correspondent, 
who parted company with the na- 


boss of its flackery. Job pays $20,000. 





Ziff Concedes 

William B. Ziff’s suit against 
Frederick Kugel’s use of the title 
“Television” for the latter’s monthly 
trade mag on video has been settled 
out of court with Ziff relinquishing 
all copyright claims to the monicker. 

Result is that Kugel’s mag will 
continue to be published as “Tele- 
vision—the Business Magazine of 
the Industry.” 





16m Version 

A one-line summation of that 
report on “A Free and Respon- 
sible Press:” 

“Keep P. 1 and the Editorial 
Page separate.” 

The report in full is in the 
April issue of Fortune (and di- 
gested on P. 2 of this issue of 
VarIeETY). 








duces the report—at the same time 
criticizing parts of it as “difficult... 
exasperatingly cryptic ..,. open to 
widely divergent interpretations,” 
prompting Dr. Hutchins at a press 
conference in N. Y, day the mag ap- 
peared to crack that “I cannot un- 
derstand the editorial.” 
Press Freedom in Danger 
Commission finds press freedom in 





Billy Rose Between Covers 
Simon & Schuster will publish an 
elaborated anthology of Billy Rose’s 


‘syndicated (Bell) columns. 


This will put Rose between covers 
in spades, as Random House is 
bringing out “The Fabulous Billy 
Maurice Zolotow, this 
Collier’s just completed a 
condensed serialization of the show- 
man’s career, 





Whodunit Scrib’s Awards 
Best mystery flim, radio program, 
novel and mystery reviewer will re- 
iceive the annual Edgar Allen Poe 
j}awards from the Mystery Writers of 


th Bt a. vic lies au section | America April 21 at the Henry Hua- 
Sania” neddiod ne’ San |son hotel, New York. 


Prize winners are determined by 
| balloting of some 200 crime writers 
all of whom are MWA members. 
| Date will also mark the 106th anni- 


Stewart, who resigned after 15 years 
as feature editor of the Toronto 
Daily Star and manager of the Star 
News Service. Stewart Says.the new 


daily will be independent politically; | + 6g be i ge OB eng May a 
will admittedly have  pro-Labor | detective story . ' 
leanings, but will not be a _ trade- . aes 
union sheet. But the financing, he CHAT 

P ‘HATTER 
says, has been contributed by trade- | ; : 
unions—and unnamed individuals | Victor Wagner, editor of Pic mag, 


who have “bought into” the new or- | 8andering H@llywood film studios. 


| While the proportion of people who 
|can express their opinions through 
‘it has greatly decreased; the few 

who can use it have not provided a 
|service adequate to the needs of so- 
|ciety, and the director of the press 
|have engaged from time to time in 
| practices condemns. 


which society 


Ideally, the CFP said, a free so- | 


iciety has. five requirements for its 
ipress: “First, a truthful, comprehen- 
lsive, and intelligent account of the 
jday’s events in a context which 
|gives them meaning; second, a forum 
for the exchange of comment and 
criticism; third, a means of project- 
ing the opinions and attitudes of the 
groups in the society to one another; 
fourth, a method of presenting and 
clarifying the. goals and values of 
the society; and, fifth, a way of 
reaching every member of the so- 
ciety by the currents of information, 
thought and feeling which the press 
supplies.” 

To fact-sticklers, the commission 
argues: “It is no longer enough to 
report the fact truthfully. It is now 
necessary to report the truth about 
the fact.” 





ganization, A key staff of 25 report- Irving Kupcinet returned to his 


ers and desk men has already been |Chicago Times desk after a month | 


signed up and will work a five-day'|!" Hollywood. 

week, with establishment of a branch Don Marsham, film editor of Life 
of the American Newspaper Guild | mag, ogling production at the Enter- 
contemplated. prise studio. 

Tribune’s only Toronto morning, June Truesdell, author of “Be Still, 
competitor will be the Globe and | My Love,” completed a new psycho- 
Mail. | logical novel, “Scatter the Stars.” 

| H. Allen Smith’s new book is 
S&S’ Music Books ’ | titled “The Former Egyptian,” semi- 

Simon & Schuster going bullish on | autobiographical, since he hails from 
music meer. Rog pe ree Little Egypt, Ill. 
and Music by Irvin erlin,” collec- ie 2 : 
tee of 100 of his pn to commemo- Philip K. Scheuer, feature writer 
rate the songsmith’s 40th anniver- |" the Los Angeles Times, has a 
sary, the firm has in work a similar | P'®C® 0M Charlie Chaplin and “Mon- 
picks on Richard Rodgers and (the sieur Verdoux” in April 5 Collier’s. 
late) Lorenz Hart. This may be Arthur G. Brest, editor and pub- 
primed to tie in with Metro’s | lisher of GO, announces that Charles 
filmusical on the songsmiths. Dick | lam Markmann is no longer asso- 
Simon, of the S&S firm, has been | ciated with the mag. B. S. Thomp- 
working on his own “50 Years of |S0n, formerly Corenet, has joined as 
American Songs” (anthology). editorial consultant. 

Berlin’s 100 songs will include, for, Reader's Digest has taken over 
the topper, a heretofore unpublished subscription lists of defunct mags, 
song. First starts with “Marie From with unfilled subscriptions, such as 
Sonny Italy,” his first song in 1907. | Read, Facts and New Books Digest, 
It will be a flat book, for piano use | 29d will mail copies, till time runs 

out, of R.D, to the readers. 


chiefly, probably at $5. Oscar Ham- é 
Metro’s test by director George 


merstein 2d is due to do the fore-; 
Sidney of Bennett Cerf is part of a 


word. 

duture idea in the Culver City plant 
‘to make a series of shorts on the 
| book-publishing business, detailing 
| how bestsellers happen, etc. 
| Writer Elliot Paul and photog 
| Fritz Henle have combined forces in 





‘ N. Y. Firings Continue 
Retrenchment on staffs of New 
York dailies became more  pro- 
nounced last week with the dropping 
of Joan Maxwell and Arthur Reed 
at the World-Telegram. With the i's shout event eee 
. y divided 
paper for several years, Miss Max- | between pictures and text depicting 
well was assigned to the women’s | the postwar city. Ziff-Davis publish 
page while Reed was one of the!..° ? CHY. GiisLevis puoush- 


e Rees ; ing. 
makeup editors. N. Y. Newspaper | ‘Beth Brown, whose book “Hotel 


Guild viewed the dismissals as “sus- a 4 ; 
ceesae : _— for Dogs” is bowwowing off the 
picious’ in the light of the fact that presses ‘in time for Be-Kind-to-Ani- 
both employees were relatively ac- | mal-Week, has just signed a con- 
tive in Guild work at the sheet. . 'tract with Galaxy Music, her third 
In the morning field the Herald | 





“Paris.” 


Tribune was a target of the Guild | collaboration with composer Gustav | 


| Klemm. 


representative assembly which au- 
P ; : Hy Kraft. now in Beverly Hills 


thorized a strike vote at a meeting | 


Thursday (27). Trib had let out | winding up the dramatization of “The 
some 16 editorial workers the pre-| Last Tycoon, has started on the 
vious week. | stage adaptation of “K‘'ngsblood 

oyal.” the Sinclair Lewis novel. He | 





expects to be east with both plays in 


Boettiger Sheet Changes 
|; August or September, 


Arizona Times, John. and Anna 





;a book on the French capital, called | 


U. S. newspapers ate appraised as 
\“as much a medium of entertain- 
ment, specialized information and 
; advertising as ... of news.” How- 
jever, the report finds, the press in 
| its pursuit of “scOops and sensations” 
too often 
excesses.” Worst offenders, the re- 
port finds, are newspaper columnists 
and radio commentators. 


13 Recommendations 

Under the heading of “What Can 
Be Done,” the CFP submits 13 rec- 
ommendations, five each to the press 
and Government, three to the pub- 
lic. These include: 

To the Government— 

Recognize the constitutional guar- 
antees of the freedom of the press as 
including radio and motion pictures. 
| (For films, this would not abolish 
| state boards of review, but require 
them to operate within the First 
Amendment. For radio, this would 
strengthen the prohibition against 
censorship in the Communications 
Act.) Preserve competition in the 
communications industry through 
the antitrust laws. 

Enact laws, as an alternative to 
the present remedy for libel, by 
whieh the injured party might ob- 
tain a retraction or a restatement 
of the facts by the offender or an 
opportunity to reply. Repeal laws 
prohibiting “expressions” in favor of 
revolutionary changes in our insti- 
tutions where there is no “clear and 
present danger that violence will 
result from the expressions.” Em- 
ploy private agencies of mass com- 
| munication if possible. or Govern- 
ment-operated media if necessary, to 
inform the public of facts about 
Government policies and supply 
other countries with information 
about this nation. 

To the press— 
| “Accept the responsibilities of 
common carriers of information and 
discussion , , 
bility of financing new, experimental 
activities . . . engage in vigorous 
mutual criticism . .. inerease the 








tiveness of its staff... .” And that 





Boettiger (Roosevelt) sheet, will 
move up to daily status May 1, con- 
verting from erstwhile policy of 
three issues a week. Phoenix pub- , 
lication will also drop free distribu- 
tion plan and will sell for 5c a copy. 
with initial press run of 50,000. of 
Times will up editorial staff from 
10 to 16 when it swings over as daily | Britannica, Inc. was. set up 
p.m. sheet and will employ wire!|headed by Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, 
service for first time. Publication | chancellor of the Univ. of Chicago. 
will be issued six times a_ week, Of the 12 men he appointed to it, 
bucking Phoenix Gazette in the p.m. |all except two (Archibald MacLeish, 
field, ex-Assistant Secretary of State, and 
Beardsley Ruml, chairman of the 
Redding Deme Flack | Federal Reserve Bank of N. Y.) 
John M. Redding, former Chicago; were prominent university profes- 
newsman and later an Army PRO,/j|sors. The commission's findings are 
was named last week in Washing- | embodied in a supplement to the 
ton as publicity director for the April issue of Fortune. 
Democratic National Committee. He A lengthy Fortune editorial intro- 





Free Press 


Continued from page 2 








Time, Life and Fortune, and 


partly ($15,000) by 








' ($200,000) by Henry Luce, publisher | 


Encyclopaedia | 
| 
and | 


the radio industry “take control of 
its programs and that it treat adver- 
| tising as it is treated by the best 
newspapers.” 

To the public— . 

Non-profit institutions should. 
through such channels as. say, edu- 
cational FM stations, 
the variety, quantity and quality of 
press service required by the Amer- 
jican people.” 
sional centers should be created for 
advanced study, research and pub- 
lication in the field of communica- 


tion. A “new and independent 
agency” 


performance of the press.” 
body should be created by gifts and 
be given a 10-year trial, the com- 
mission proposed. 














SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Séldom, Miss 
They can’t swallow you if you keep screaming. Once 


+ April 1, 


‘ihe: 6 : monopolie 
over, news concerning personalities is soft-pedaled in favor of ee tke 


the corporate body. Chief function of public relations councillors a 


that seems to be to keep everybody as quiet as a cartel, after 


Contrarily, in the picture biz and particularly among the 
indies, the emphasis has not only been on personalities but the Produce 
themselves have put in personal pitches to get extra biz. Colonels Con 


latter-day 





danger for three reasons: impor- | 
tance of the press has increased 


is guilty of “unfortunate | 


. assume the responsi- | 


competence, independence and effec- | 


“help supply | 


Academic-profes- | 


should be established to 
‘appraise and report annually on the 


This 


and Stewart even went around radio programs, for free, to get plugs ¢ 

“It’s a Wonderful Life.” Grosses of the juniors in consequence are wong 
| ing to the oldtimers that they were right in the first place when ther 
| were willing, as they were in their formative years, to go to almost any 
| lengths to bring attention to their product. y 

That enterprise should swing with a free motion once all the regi. 
| mentations- of wartime economy were removed was what everybody ex. 
| pected. Only in Hollywood, however, have we seen it happen. : 

The Great Divide 

Such stars as Robert Montgomery, Dick Powell, Franchot Tone, John 
Garfield, James Cagney, Eddie Robinson and Dennis O'Keefe have had 
to give up key posts in the Screen Actors Guild because they discovered 
their loyalty was now divided in that they were businessmen as well ag 
artists and personally concerned with grosses as well as salaries and bill- 
ings. 

To keep this free ball rolling every producer, star, critic and fan should 
go through a refresher course in the anatomy of ballyhoo. The life and 
laughs of Harry Reichenbach would be an excellent way to personalize 
| such indoctrination, Here was a guy who made pictures news, and the 
telling of how he made them news is still news, He learned his first 
| ballyhoo tricks with traveling carnivals and eventually did everything 
from running a navy to slapping down stars whose heads got too big for 
their oversized hats. 

He believed he could sell anything with the right kind of publicity, ang 
he sold everything. He first learned what life was all about when it was 
his job to strike up the band when the dentist in a medicine show made 
| “painless extractions.” 
| He watched a trickster tell crowds, “Beware of pickpockets!”, and then 
| saw everybody instinctively feel if his purse was where he put it. This 
| told the eight pickpockets in the crowd exactly where the purses were 
| and cut down a lot of preliminary work. 

Hot Stuff 
| 
| 
| 











Once practically broke he managed to buy three ducks, get a big box, 
a sheet of tin and a lamp. He lit the lamp under the tin and then billed 
the quacks as “The Dancing Ducks.’ They danced by the simple expedient 
of lifting one foot after another off the hot tin. 

He elected queens of carnivals and #presented them with three-carat 
rings which had five-carat flaws. His stunts with Reynard the Great, a 
fabulous magician who was so fussy he wore a brown suit to breakfast 
to match the toast, remain a legend of show biz. He changed a Latin 
American government in five days and he made a handcuff king out of a 
man who couldn’t get out of his own nightshirt. 

Everybody remembers his bogus sultans and their staffs which he in- 
stalled in a deluxe hotel while searching for the Virgin of Stamboul, but 
they didn’t know he had taken an unknown and made her into a star in 
10 days—and he did it on a bet that it couldn't be done. He didn’t try to 
| hide the story, he planted it. All he tried to hide was the clue toa 
| kickback. 





Hon. P. A.’s 


The same imagination applied to making pictures would have produced 
smash hits. In fact in the cases of Charlie Einfeld, Hal Wallis, Hunt 
Stromberg, Dore Schary and Mark Hellinger, it has. 

That Reichenbach was human is testified by the fact that he once for- 
got to take the hospital labels off a couple of skeletons he had left in the 
woods for the police to discover in their hunt for some Reichenbach can- 
nibals, : 

Once told by a producer, “Why, I can get six acrobats for the money 
you ask,” he teld him. “Well, let the acrobats do your publicity, and if 
you ever want me back the price is twice what it was yesterday.” He 
came back at 24 times his old figure. 

Well, Can They? 

It is nice for Sam Goldwyn now to ‘be surrounded by so many Oscars 
that he feels like a fugitive from Fort Knox, but there was a time when 
all his whistling was done in the woods. When he and Lasky couldn't get 
a picture made in the first year of their organization they grabbed on 
Reichenbach to save them. It was then that he began the classic line. 
“Can they keep it up?” until everybody began asking, “Can they keep what 
up?” He then got three judges to present the company with a gold medal 
for the best production of the year, though they had not made a single 
picture up to that time. Both of them have certainly made plenty of hits 
since, 

The millions that have been made out of Tarzan through the years by 
Edgar Rice Burroughs and Sol Lesser can also be traced to Reichenbach. 
The first one could have been bought outright for $10,000. It had been 
turned down by every exhibitor. His act put Tarzan over, made Reiche- 
bach $50,000 and the producers $2,000.000. 

Anybody making the life of Valentino and failing to show his rise and 
fall from a gigolo to a washed-up star, and how much public relations had 
to do with his rise, is just trying not to make a good picture. By avoiding 
the more convincing facts of the previous generation's glamour boy, they 
will get nowhere. 

Years after he broke with Valentino, Reichenbach was doing publicity 
| for Paramount and went to see his old star, ° 
| “Does Mr. Valentino know you?” a valet asked. 

‘I think so.” said Reichenbach. “He often borrowed from me and al- 
| ways knew where to bring it back.” 

The valet returned from Valeatino’s dressing room. 

‘Mr. Valentino is resting just now. He is very tired. He suggested 
that you see Mrs. Valentino as she handles all his publicity matters.” 
| “I see,” said Harry. “Well, you tell him if Mrs, Valentino handles these 
matters, let him call Mrs. Reichenbach” 

Oh, To Be In England 

Years ago when film people in London threw a banquet for Reichenbach, 

Sir John Higham said it would be a waste of time to hire Harry as the 
| oe people were unaccustomed to the “crude” American taste of thes 
| ballyhoo birds. Reichenbach offered to prove to his critics that any coum 
| try which reads about murders, divorces. crime and picture stars is the 

same as any other country, 

_ Robb Lawson, of United Artists, wanted to know twhat he planned to do. 
Guy Newall had a picture called “The Bigamist,” and Reichenbach said 
he would try his stuff on that one. i 
|. “If you consider what I say as confidential, and promise not to mention 

| 1t outside of this room, I'll outline my idea.” 

| All pledged themselves to secrecy. : 

| He then told them he was going to get a projector and project a® 

|; On the walls of Buckingham Palace. 

All of them about passed out. . 

| The next day newspapers carried full stories of his proposed sacriles® 

= That is all I wanted to know.” said Harry. “You're just as human . 
yes are and a pledge of secrecy is just as sacred in England as whe 
merica, You have the greatest propagandist in Lord Northcliffe 1” the 

world and you don't know how to use him. You surely wouldn't know 





| 


| 
| 


ad 


how to use me.” 


as Hollywood remains the capital of picture-making and 
eep coming up, there will be work for those who 


ch The 
personalities like these, 


_ But as long 
independents k 


the Reichenbach tradition. 
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~~ Broadway 


ve Like, Chinese film actor, 

ering a fling at legit. 

The Matty Rosens (Lorraine Rog- 
) adopted an infant son. 

a a due here in late May 


ov 
sitting completion of current air 


ries. : ; 
isson gave away his new 
sae Brord album at his Versailles 


preem. from Holly- 
; Green here from Holly 
Bog to Florida with mother 

reekend. 
ah Kaplan, of the Palace bar 


and grill, ordered abed because of 


diac strain. 
ary Prima to race his horse, Re- 


j ril 5 at Jamaica in $20,- 
“4 mo Handicap. 


Paumono 
comedian Zero Mostel holding a 
one-man art show at the ACA or 
Neuman galleries in May. 


Kalcheim and Charlie Allen, 
and cafe agents, now on an 
office-sharing arrangement, 

Morris Jacobs, general manager 
for Rodgers & Hammerstein, home 
with severe attack of grippe. 

Lorman, ex-Morris agency, 
a beading Apollo Records flackery. 
Being assisted by Gerri Kolson. 

Irving Berlin planning to fly back 
with Abe Lastfogel and George Jes- 
sel for Sophie Tucker dinner May 4. 

the fourth anniversary of 
“deinhoma!” the Theatre Guild sent 
out cute miniature Louis Sherry 
pirthday cakes. 

Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers holds its annual election of 
ficers tomorrow (Thursday) at the 

own Hall Club. 

lan Dinehart, Jr.. OSS captain, 
om discharge in Washington this 
week pity | his return from 
Germany and 42 months overseas. 

Ruby Foo’s, Broadway Chinese 
eatery, planning to feature a “Miracle 
of the Betis” dinner, based on a se- 
quence in the Russell Janney novel. 


Louella O. Parsons will do at least 


Jack 
vaude 


commutes to Baltimore where hubby 
Dr. Harry Martin is under observa- 
tion. 

Carmen Miranda’s Copa preem 
delayed to May 1. No replacement 

t yet between. April 17, when Ruth 

tting bows out, and Miss Miranda’s 
opening. 

Trans-Lux Corp. commissioned by 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad to 
develop a special film projector for 
its new streamlined trains now be- 
ing built in Philadelphia. 

Peter Donald misses first “Can You 
Top This?” show in 6% years this 
Saturday (5) when he goes to Wash- 
ington to entertain President Truman 
at annual Jefferson Day banquet. 
Cue mag shooting antique collec- 
tion of Beatrice Kay, comic at Car- 
hival, in connection with coming an- 
nual Antiques Fair, April 14-18, at 
which she'll preside at Armory here. 

Jules Levey, indie producer, re- 
turns to the Coast Saturday (5) but 
will return to N. Y, the following 
week to prep for the world preem of 


“New Orleans,” at 
April 36 at the Saenger, N. O.., 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
Fritz Stengholt to London. 
Paul Graetz back from Rome. 
ton mandel set for a Belgium vaude 


p..edish star Greta Gynt visiting 
Athuilippe del Guidiee at Plaza 

Irene W 
Sccnarios, 


Lacy Kastner off pect 
Near East tetviiosion — ” 


Marlene Dietrich’ 
While parked in trent 


rner to London to sell 


eep_ stolen 
of hotel. 


Rt, Max urande, back from Morocco, 

OConnel S with producer Pierre 
-0€ Hummel back 

Atri c from | South 

mcr there. a heavy tan. It’s sum- 

«cg ne Brusselet, who appeared i 
— Femmes,” contar! ed for a 


picture contract. 


Jouvet in Moliere’s “Ecole des 
Femmes,” to co-star with him again 
in his forthcoming production of 
Jean Giraudoux’ “Apollon de 
Marsac.” 


Jean de Letraz, who alread 

his “Moumou” at the Ambien Pe 
his “Descendez on Vous Demande” 
at Palais Royal, soon will have his 
“Foutez-nous la Paix” at Varietes. 
Gives him three legit Plays run- 
ning simultaneously. 





Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Meyer Davis in town, 
Shep Fields vacashing at the Ki 
Cole. r ai 
Danny Yates orch into Boca Reto 
Club. ~ 


Nancy Donovan into Clover Club 
April 9. 
Jackie Whalen held over at Pad- 
dock Club. . 
Buddy Walker hosting and emcee- | 
ing at the Fiesta. 
Shirley Temple and husband due 
at McFzdden Deauville. 


Radio Aces, current at Copacabana 
set for Rio Cabana, N. Y. 


Pat DeCicco a nightly regular at 
Art Childers Little Palm Club. 


John Byram, Pzramount story 
dept. exec, at Kenilworth hotel. 


Tom Williams, dean of local nitery 
ops, to Johns Hopkins for a checkup. 
Carroll and Gorman back for re- 
turn engagement at Mother Kelly’s. 


The George Rosens (Variery radio 
ed) motored back to N. Y. after 
week's stay here. 


Joe Schenck house guest of 
brother Nick and gandering the bet- 
ter niteries and restaurants. 


Beachcomber ops Ned Schuyler 
and Casey Castleman scanning plans 
for rebuilding, with room to seat 
1,000 next season. 


Councilman election due in May 
will see several candidates spon- 
sored by nitery and hotel grou 
which have been feuding enent li- 
censes and operating hours, 


Lou Vogle and Naomi Stevens 
added to Ben Gaines Bleckamoor 
room show. Mel Murray held over 
for his sixth month in room. 


“Copacabana remains open with 
new show coming in latter part of 
week headed up by Phil Foster, 
Everett Marshall and Joan Adair. 


_ New and lavish layout in area be- 
ing planned for island north of 
Miami Beach. Will contain hotel, 
villas, casinos and nitery, all on 
membership plzen. 

Five O'Clock club leased to N. Y. 
syndicate for 15 years. Spot will be 
turned into class restaurant by new 
ops. Barken brothers, who own the 
room and the Beachcomber prop- 
erty, retiring from the cafe biz after 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 


Ebbe Neergaard, Danish educa- 
tional film expert, in town for con- 
fabs. 

“Quartetto di Roma,” Italian solo- 
ist group, is appearing with good 
success. 

Austrian Boys Choir warbled at 
Concert Hall and slated for other 
Swedish spots. 

Swedish mannequins, Hjordis 
Genberg and Kim Andersson mull- 
ing offers from Hollywood. 

Film actress Liane Linden, fre- 
quently seen in British pix, may at- 
tempt come-back in Swedish films. 

Royal Dramatical Theatre closed 
successful two-month season with 
Swedish play, “Markurells,” with 
Anders de Wahl starred. 

Wanda Rothgardt and Sammy 
Friedmann leaving Gothenburg the- 
atre and due for stage-film appear- 
ances in Stockholm. 

Gaby Stenberg, current in “Sol- 
dier’s Reminder” at the Malmoe 
City theatre, soon leaves for_Eng- 
land and may join J. Arthur Rank’s 
organization. She's also mentioned 
as possible star in Svensk Filmin- 
dustri’s version of “Soldier’s Re- 
minder.” 
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agers ty prule, Legit Theatre Man- 


of Honor. 
M Darrieux to star 
ization arais in Jean Cocteau’s film- 
of Victor Hugo’s “Ruy Blas.” 
try with lenn back from ski coun- 
With frien 4 heavy tan and visiting 
Sip ends in Bougival, near Paris. 
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, promoted to Of- 
opposite 


Charles P. Skouras, president Na- 
tional theatres. touring midwest 
houses. 


London 


_ The Tom Arnolds off to Sweden 
in May on six weeks’ vacation. 
Ninette de Valois, head of Sadler’s 
Wells Ballet, off to Turkey in April. | 
Graham Payne, who plays in Noel | 


Coward's “Pacific 1860." o si 
“Pac , pposite 
Mary Martin, is down with yellow 
jaundice. 


Peter Cotes’ production of “The | 
Animal Kingdom,” tried out in the | 


| provinces, comes to the Playhouse | 


theatre, April 2. 

Benjamin Britten, composer of the 
Successful “Peter Grimes,” has a 
new opera due for production at 
Glyndebourne in June. 

_ Issy Bonn’s new road show, open- 
ing at the Empire, Croydon, for 
Hyams Bros., March 31, already has 
been booked for 32 weeks. i 

Firth Shephard’s “Lady Fred- | 

erick” closes at the Savoy March 239, | 


with Donald Wolfit to open short 
Shakespearean season there on 
April 9. 

Walter Henry Passmore, one of 


the last of the old Savoyards, who 
recently died, left $33,000, all going 
to his wife, Agnes Fraser, also a 
Savovard. 

Tawney Nielson, British Broad- 
casting Corp.’s head of band de- 
partment, off to New York before 
BBC graft inquiry result is due to 
be made public. 

First Continental tour since 1936, 
the BBC Sf¥mphony Orchestra is 
booked to give series of concerts in 
June in Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam 
and Scheveningen. 

Lou Wilson thinks that Tommy 
Fields, brother of Gracie Fields, who 
is presently scoring hit in London 


Palladium short vaudeville season, 
would prove hit in U. S. 
Henry Sherek - James Hilton’s 


“Random Harvest,” starring Googie 
Withers, opens out-of-town in June. 
Sherek is trying to get Richard 
Greene or Griffiths Jones for lead. 

Waiters strike at the Savoy, 
ee and Berkeley hotels has 
proved boomerang to other London 
eateries, one of biggest gainers be- 
ing Ciro’s club, which is doing ca- 
pacity biz. 

Emile Littler is reviving “The Red 
Mill” with Jewel and Warriss in 
lead. Show opens at the Opera 
House, Blackpool, on April 4, stay- 
ing about a week. It comes to Pal- 
zce, London, May 1. 

British Actors Equity is negoti- 
ating with the British Broadcasting 
Corp. for revision of minimum rates 
for artists doing television broad- 
cast, with minimum rates to be $21 
for each transmission, plus $4 day 
for rehearsals. 

“Fools Rush In,” at Fortune the- 
atre, closes after seven months run, 
being replaced by New Lindsey 
Theatre Club hit “Power Without 
Glory,” March 31. Play was ac- 
quired by Peter Daubeny after try- 
out at former house. 

Daniel Mayer company has ac- 
quired “Jealousy,” play currently 
touring Germany for Combined En- 
tertainment Services, with Marius 
Goring and his wife, Lucie Mann- 
heim, starring, for the West End. 
Show tours provinces ezrly Septem- 
ber, coming to West End sometime 
in November. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Patsy Kelly and Barry Wood into 
Bachelors Club. 

Art Levy, Col manager, off for 
Miami to visit his family. ; 

Bandleader Marty Gregor’s wife 
seriously ailing in local hospital. 

Sonny Miller has sold his Libert 
avenue cafe and will move to Cali- 
fornia. 

Johnny Harris has pulled out for 
Coast to prep Hollywood opening of 
his “Ice-Capades.” 

Sol Bragin, WB theatre booker, 
pulled out over weekend for couple 
of weeks in. Florida. ; 

Sinclair and Alda, Florence Hin 
Lowe and Bobby Winters heading 
new show at Nixon Cafe. ; 

Buddy Lester missed opening 
show at Carousel when he couldn't 
get a plane out of St. Louis. 

J. English Smith, of Playhouse 
staff, and his wife, Helen Lake, will 
act this summer in stock at Dorset, 
Vt. ; 
Tech drama school’s next will be 
“Coronada’s Children,” by _ John 
Witcher Young, Mary Morris di- 
recting. ; 

Ceil Charles, who quit Dance 
Cocktails year ago to get married, 
back captaining the line at Club 
LuMarba. 

Bill Finkels moved their daughter 





winner of radio Pot of Gold’s $1,000 


| sota Terrace. 


cash prize. 
Sunny Skylar and Richard Adair 
Dancers into Hotel Nicollet Minne- 


Postponed Rudolf Serkia concert 
at University of Minnesota Audi- 
torium now scheduled for April 24. 

Charlie Weiner; local Selznick 
representative, in Chicago for con- 
ference with Neil Agnew and Sam 
Horowitz, sales executives. 

Sigmund Romberg plays fourth 
Orpheum engagement here April 
29-30 and also goes into St. Paul 


RKO-Orpheum for _ one-nighter 
April 28. 
Homewood, indie nabe, has had 


old Al Jolson film, “Heart of New 
York,” resurrected on strength of 
“Jolson Story” smash, and cleaning 
up with it. 

George Olsen, Elliot Laurence 
and George Winslow’s orchestras on 
Prom Ballroom list when it reopens 
this week following remodeling and 
redecorating. 

Film Row flu victims include | 
“Hy” Chapman and Sid Latz, Co- 
lumbia branch and office managers, 
respectively; Ralph Maw, M-G-M 
district manager; Fay Dressel, RKO 
branch manager, and Al Putz, M-G- 
M city salesman. 

Virginia Safford, Star-Journal col- 





umnist, to New York to cover 
Broadway premiere of “Barefoot 
Boy With Cheek” at Martin Beck 


theatre because of University of 
Minnesota campus setting and fact 
that librettist, composer, and lyricist 
are Minneapolitans. 


Australia 


By Erie Gorrick 


Ken Hall, Cinesound director, 
back from his recent overseas’ look- 





see. 
Bob Lucas, head of Metro’s tech- 
nical department here, is in U. S. 
for confabs. 

Lidia Paolozzi and Leo Demant 
giving concerts here under direction 
of Lewrence L. Kerr. 

Night trotting is hurting film biz 
in Perth on the ace Saturday play- 
date. Trotting pulls mob of 50,000. 

W. Romano, who operates a big 
nightclub in Sydney, is planning a 
chain of nightclubs in key country 


towns. 

Still difficult down here to buy 
wax platters. Majority go to the 
radio stations, leaving few for the 
public. 

Harry Watt, Ealing director, bows 
back into this zone on pic produc- 
tion next month with “Eureka 
Stockade.” 

Wee Georgie Wood will play a 
date in Perth for Bruce Carroll on 


agreement with Dave Martin’s 
Tivoli loop. 
Expected that Norman Rydge, 


Greater Union chief, will add a 
couple more nabe theatres to his 


chain soon. 

Newsreel biz is bright in the 
Aussié keys.~ New theatrette hes 
just opened in Perth under the indie 
Moss management. 

Ernest Turnbull, chief of Hoyts 
circuit, is introducing more kid cin- 
ema clubs in the urban territory for 


Saturday matinees. ; 
“Gay Rosalinda” is a top click for 
Williamson-Tait at Royal, Sydney. 


“Follow the Girls” likewise at His 
Majesty’s in Melbourne. E 

“Follow the Girls” is copping 

lenty of coin in Melbourne for 

illiamson-Tait. Lois Green and 
Don Nichol have the top roles. 

William Winter, out here again to 
get the inside on the Aussies, is do- 
ing a series of broadcasts via 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
s10n., 

Outdoor shows are shutting down 
now with the end of summer. The 
departure of Yank troops saw a 
major biz drop with’ these attrac- 
tions. 3 

Jascha Spivakovsky, pianist, giv- 
ing final concert tour before going 
to London and N. Y. for seasons. 
He's under the menagement of Law- 
rence Kerr. 

“Life With Father,” currently 
playing Perth for the Fullers, start- 
ed off slowly but is building oke. 
Leonard Lord and Virginia Barton 
are starred. 

Bob Kerridge, head of the Ker- 
ridge cinema loop in New Zealand, 
visiting Sydney make deal with 
Tivoli chain for more acts to route 
over his circuit. 

Picture circuits anticipate smzsh 
biz in Sydney this Lenten with the 
reopening of the Royal Fair. Big- 
gest influx of country visitors in 10 
years is indicated. 


Atlantic City 








from Tech to Pitt to kill her stage 





Irwin Corey. currently at the Rio 
Cabana. will be screen tested by 
Paramount. 

Henri Elman. prexy of Capitol 
Films, recuperating at home after 
recent operation. 

John Balaban, 
pointed to the 


theatre exec ap- 
Chicago Citizens 
Committee of the Greek War Relief. 

Frank Warren. tunesmith, has 
written production songs for Rudy 
Vallee show opening Copacabana 
April 3. 

Veronica Lake and husband Andre 
DeToth will head list of celebs ap- 
pearing at Chi preem of “Ramrod 
at Palace theatre April ef 

Portrait of Joe E. Brown, cur- 
rently starring in “Harvey here, 
done bv Nan Rice. will be placed on 
exhibition April’5 in ‘Chicago Art 
Galleries and will later go to UCL. 
| A. Joe E. Brown trophy room. 





lead in Pitt Players’ production of 
“Room Service. 
| 


. 7 
| Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
| Paul Whiteman into Auditorium 
| ril 24. 
ARrdyth Bush Little Theatre of- 
fering “Fly Away Home.” 
Oscar Levant plays Auditorium 
concert engagement April 14. 
Lyceum, legit house, returning to 
Scandinavian films weekends. ‘ 
Annual Northwest Sportsmens 
Show at Auditorium April 5-13. 
Nora Gaines of Warner Brothers 
recuperating after major operation. 
Vic Hyde heads stage entertain- 
ment at Builders: Show at Auditoe 
rium. ‘ 
} Local veteran railroad conductor 





yen, so she winds up with femme | 


By Joseph W. Walker 
Luis Russell here for one-nighter 
,at Sepia Waltz Dream (29). 
| Paddock International opened Fri- 
| day (28) <.fter ABC trouble. 
Mills brothers to head opening bill 
at Orsatti’s Casino, Somers Point, 
reopening early in June. 


Hollywood 


Sam Israel laid up with influenza, 

Darryl F. Zanuck in from New 
York. 

Charles Boyer returned from Man- 
hattan. 

William Powell sunning at Palm 
Springs. 

John Steinbeck in town to talk 


| film deals. 


William Elliott sold nis Single 
Springs ranch. 

Charles E. Morrison's wife filed 
suit for divorce. 

Anne Baxter to Chicago for the 


Greek relief show. 


Charley Foy returned from an 
eastern talent hunt. 
Dennis Morgan hospitalized with 


an injured shoulder 

Armand Deutsch and Benay Ven- 
ute to Palm Springs. 

George “Gzbby” Hayes vacation- 
ing at Palm Springs. 

Jane Frazee to Las Vegas to head- 
line a fashion show. 

Jan Peerce trained in for work at 
Universal-International. 

Walter Mayo celebrating his 32nd 
yezr in motion pictures. 

Dorothy Lamour recuperating at 
home after tonsilectomy. 

Ben Kalmenson in town for 
fabs with Jack L. Warner. 

Lou Kerner to Chicago on busi- 
ness for Samuel Goldwyn. 

Nathan Levin in from New York 
to look over his film interests. 

Bert Wheeler visiting old pals on 
the Universal-Internationai lot. 
Jimmy Durante buying a group of 
houses along shore near Malibu. 
Gene Autry entertaining Robert S. 
Kerr, former governor of Oklahoma. 
Dennis O’Keefe laid up with flu 
while “Atlantis” is shot around him, 
Peggy Ryan booked for two weeks 
at Golden Gate theatre, San Fran- 
cisco, 

Edward S. Jeffries, mayor ef De- 
troit, gandering production at Pare- 
mount. 

James A. FitzPatrick returned to 
his Metro desk after six weeks in 
Mexico. 

Henry Ginsberg returned to his 
Paramount desk after 10 days in 
Phoenix. 

Seth Arnold stricken with flu and 
out of the “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” cast, 

Irene leaves for France in two 
weeks to ogle Paris fashion shows 
for Metro. 

Gene Raymond in from New York 
where he attended the preem of 
“The Locket.” 

Gaspar and Juiio Pruneda, Mexi- 
can distribs, in town to line up 
Hollywood product. 

Dominic Frisina, chief of a 60- 
house circuit in Illinois, looking over 
product at Paramount. 

Jack Dunfee in from London for 
three weeks of business huddles 
with Charles Feldman. 

Chico Marx reported his ticker 
working on all cylinders, despite 
rumors to the contrary. 

Ruby Rosenberg returned from a 
seven-week tour of England, France 
and Switzerland for RKO. 

William Goetz returned from New 
York in time for his birthday party 
at Universal-International. 

Robert Bassler returned from New 
York, where he huddled with 
scripters on “The Snake Pit.” 

_Roy Acuff drew the Mark Hel- 
linger Swell Guy award by Variety 
Tent 20 for aiding charity <ffairs. 

Clifford Almy planed to Manila to 
resume his chores as supervisor for 
Werners in the Philippines and 
Japan. 

Regis Toome 


con- 


is the new secre- 


tary of the Permanent Charities 
Committee, succeeding Ray 
Johnston. 


Gail Patrick was awarded her 
final divorce decree from Arnold 
Dean White. 

Arnold Pressburger in from New 
York to huddle with Hedy Lamarr 
about a picture. 

Anthony Quinn shifted from his 
Mexican allegiance to become a citi- 
zen of the U. S. 


Washington 


By Flerence 8. Lowe 


Variety Club will hold an Easter 
open house next Saturday (5). 

George Canty, State Dept. film 
specialist, back at his desk after a 
bout with grippe. 

“The Way of Peace,” American 
Lutheran Church film, preems here 
at Constitution Hall April 23. 


Glen Echo, amusement park, 
preems for the season April 5, with 
Jack Corry’s orch on tap again. 

Justin Miller, NAB prexy. named 
to Justice Dept’s Advisory Commit- 
tee on Citizenship by the Attorney 
General. 








Tom Endicott, originator of the 
Miss America Pageant idea, to sell 
| his Dude ranch and quit the resort 
for California. 

Alex Bartha and bend to tour 
; Maryland following Easter weekend 
i date on Steel Pier. Also set for a 
return engagement at Click clu, 
Philly. 

Margaret Price Cornell, resort 
dance teacher, slated to attend the 
International Dance Congress to be 
held in London in July. She'll rep- 
resent the middle Atlcntie states .on 
the education- eommittee of Dance 
Masters. 





Albert Gamse, composer of hit 
tune “Managua, Nicaragua,” is a 
native son and former Dept. of 


; Commerce employee. 
| Leo J. Paulin, local indie radio 
| producer, heads publicity for the 
| Cherry Blossom Festival April 12 
and 13, town’s first since 1941. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gording, actress of 
the National Theatre of Oslo, cur- 
rently in this country on a three 

|; month visit to study American 
| stagecraft. 

Leonard Bernstein, maestro, has 
been invited by the Czech govern- 
|sment r3 i err ie one Wpilbar- 
samonie Orchestra-at the Internationa 
’ Music Festival in Prague, May 8-28. 
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MR. HAMPTON COMMANDS THOSE DOLLARS 
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